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Epiphany 1
•
•
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“7 HE

SAID THEREFORE TO THE

CROWDS THAT CAME OUT TO BE
BAPTIZED BY HIM,
VIPERS!

SCRIPTURE
READING:
LUKE 3:7-17; 2122 (ESV)

WHO

“YOU

BROOD OF

WARNED YOU TO FLEE

FROM THE WRATH TO COME?

8 BEAR

FRUITS IN KEEPING WITH REPENTANCE.

AND

DO NOT BEGIN TO SAY TO

YOURSELVES,
OUR

‘WE HAVE ABRAHAM AS
FATHER.’ FOR I TELL YOU, GOD IS

ABLE FROM THESE STONES TO RAISE UP
CHILDREN FOR

ABRAHAM.
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9 EVEN NOW THE AXE IS LAID TO THE ROOT OF
THE TREES. EVERY TREE THEREFORE THAT DOES

NOT BEAR GOOD FRUIT IS CUT DOWN AND
THROWN INTO THE FIRE.” 10 AND THE CROWDS
ASKED HIM, “WHAT THEN SHALL WE DO?” 11
AND HE ANSWERED THEM, “WHOEVER HAS TWO
TUNICS IS TO SHARE WITH HIM WHO HAS NONE,
AND WHOEVER HAS FOOD IS TO DO LIKEWISE.”
12 TAX COLLECTORS ALSO CAME TO BE
BAPTIZED AND SAID TO HIM, “TEACHER, WHAT
SHALL WE DO?” 13 AND HE SAID TO THEM,
“COLLECT NO MORE THAN YOU ARE AUTHORIZED
TO DO.”
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14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what
shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not
extort money from anyone by threats or by
false accusation, and be content with your
wages.” 15 ¶ As the people were in
expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be
the Christ,
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16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you
with water, but he who is mightier than I is
coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not
worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in
his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”” (Lu 3:7-17 ESV)
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Lu 3:21-22 ESV) “21 ¶ Now when all the
people were baptized, and when Jesus
also had been baptized and was praying,
the heavens were opened, 22 and the
Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily
form, like a dove; and a voice came from
heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with
you I am well pleased.””
6

THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING
GOD
THANK YOU FOR REVEALING JESUS’
BAPTISM AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR US
AMEN

7

I think we all agree that life is not a cakewalk. It has a lot of difficulties.
As we walk through life, we can accumulate burdens.
As we look at our lives, we have regrets.
We may have broken dreams and disappointments.
We may have illnesses and pain.
We may suffer from anxiety and depression.
We may have trouble in our relationships.
We may have financial woes.
We may be looking for work.
Maybe were badly hurt in the past and we still carry live wounds that get triggered by
life’s present events.
Maybe we feel, is this life with its trouble worth it?
We may feel like we are not worth much, etc.

When we come to services, we long for good news.
Anne Murray sang a song a few years ago with the following lyrics: (next slide)

A LITTLE GOOD NEWS
ANNE MURRAY

• I ROLLED OUT THIS MORNING
KIDS HAD THE MORNIN' NEWS SHOW ON
BRYANT GUMBEL WAS TALKIN' 'BOUT THE
FIGHTING IN LEBANON
SOME SENATOR WAS SQUAWKIN' 'BOUT
THE BAD ECONOMY
IT'S GONNA GET WORSE YOU SEE, WE
NEED A CHANGE IN POLICY

• THERE'S A LOCAL PAPER ROLLED UP IN A
RUBBER BAND

ONE MORE SAD STORY'S ONE MORE THAN
I CAN STAND
JUST ONCE HOW I'D LIKE TO SEE THE
HEADLINE SAY
"NOT MUCH TO PRINT TODAY, CAN'T FIND
NOTHIN' BAD TO SAY", BECAUSE

• NOBODY ROBBED A LIQUOR STORE ON
THE LOWER PART OF TOWN
NOBODY OD'ED, NOBODY BURNED A
SINGLE BUILDIN' DOWN
NOBODY FIRED A SHOT IN ANGER,
NOBODY HAD TO DIE IN VAIN
WE SURE COULD USE A LITTLE GOOD
NEWS TODAY

• I'LL COME HOME THIS EVENIN'
I'LL BET THAT THE NEWS WILL BE THE
SAME
SOMEBODY TAKES A HOSTAGE,
SOMEBODY STEALS A PLANE
HOW I WANT TO HEAR THE ANCHOR
MAN TALK ABOUT A COUNTY FAIR
AND HOW WE CLEANED UP THE AIR,
HOW EVERYBODY LEARNED TO CARE
WHOA, TELL ME
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• NOBODY

ROBBED A LIQUOR
STORE ON THE LOWER PART OF
TOWN
NOBODY OD'ED, NOBODY
BURNED A SINGLE BUILDIN'
DOWN

NOBODY

WAS ASSASSINATED IN
THE WHOLE THIRD WORLD TODAY
AND IN THE STREETS OF IRELAND,
ALL THE CHILDREN HAD TO DO WAS
PLAY
AND EVERYBODY LOVES
EVERYBODY IN THE GOOD OLD USA
WE SURE COULD USE A LITTLE
GOOD NEWS TODAY

FADE
NOBODY FIRED A SHOT IN
ANGER, NOBODY HAD TO DIE

IN
VAIN
WE SURE COULD USE A LITTLE
GOOD NEWS TODAY
•

SONGWRITERS: RORY MICHAEL BOURKE / CHARLIE
BLACK / TOMMY ROCCO

•

A LITTLE GOOD NEWS LYRICS © UNIVERSAL MUSIC
PUBLISHING GROUP, BMG RIGHTS MANAGEMENT,
WORDS & MUSIC A DIV OF BIG DEAL MUSIC LLC

9

What we read in the Scripture today at first does not appear to be good news but it is!
(Next slide)

“7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out
to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8
Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do
not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children for
Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is laid to the root
of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire.”” (Lu 3:7-9 ESV)
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How would you like to be called a brood of vipers? Yet this is what John the Baptist said
to the crowds who came to be baptized by him.
John the Baptist was preaching this message because the word of God came to him in
the wilderness (verse 2).
He went into all the regions around the Jordan proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins.
He was preparing the way for Jesus as per the prophecy found in Isaiah 40:3–5.
Isaiah 40 talks about good news when all flesh shall see the salvation of God, thus
pointing to Jesus.
The Jews were expecting the appearance of the Messiah, of a Saviour. They had
distorted ideas which John the Baptist inspired by God blew out of the water.
They had the idea that their genealogy could save them. The Old Testament certainly
pointed to that fact. Here is what the Bible, towards the end of the book of

Deuteronomy, says when the Israelites were about to enter the promise land.
“5 ‘And you shall make response before the LORD your God, “A wandering Aramean
was my father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number,
and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6 And the Egyptians
treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. 7 Then we cried to the
LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction,
our toil, and our oppression. 8 And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. 9
And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and
honey. 10 And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O
LORD, have given me.” And you shall set it down before the LORD your God and
worship before the LORD your God.’ (De 26:5–10 ESV).
The Israelites had been delivered from a physical oppressor. They now needed
liberation from an even more serious oppressor that of the power of Sin and its results
which is death.
This is a power of slavery from which all of humanity needs to be liberated. It is an
invisible power that we do not see with our naked eye but which still exists. In Egypt,
the Israelites were slaves. All humanity is enslaved by this power which makes all of us
sinners.
What the Jews heard John say blew away their way of thinking. The fact that they were
the children of Abraham did not guarantee that they were free from the wrath to come.
John the Baptist basically told them that they needed a change. To make a point, John
the Baptist said that God was able to raise children for Abraham from stones.
John the Baptist told them that they had to act like children of Abraham. He addressed
different groups of people.
1 – Those who had two tunics—a long garment worn under the cloak close to the
skin—they were to share it with those who had none.
2 – Those who had food were to share it with those who were not as blessed as they
were.
3 – He told the tax collectors to stop swindling and to collect no more than they were
authorized to do. Probably disappointedly for the Jews, he did not tell them to leave
their profession.
4 – He told the soldiers not to extort money from anyone by threats or by false
accusations but to be satisfied with their wages. Again, he did not tell the soldiers to
walk away from their professions.

I wonder what the Jews would have thought as they were hoping that the coming of
the Messiah would mean an end to the Roman Empire reigning over them. They had
hoped that this coming Messiah would make them the premier nation.
John the Baptist basically told all of them that they were to treat other people well.
John the Baptist was the last of the Old Testament prophets. Like the others before
them, he basically told his audience to turn to God in repentance. The Old Testament is
clear enough about how they ought to repent by turning to God. John the Baptist was
telling them, like other prophets before him, that they were to live as God’s chosen
nation to be an example to the world. They were failing. Like other prophets before
him, he described the problem of human nature without God.
He called them a brood of vipers.
As people were asking themselves whether he was the Messiah or not, John the Baptist
told them that he baptized with water but there was one coming whose sandals he was
not even worthy to untie.
He told them, pointing to Jesus. Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
‘‘His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’’ (Lu 3:17 ESV)
We can read about the work of the Holy Spirit in John 14 to chapter 16. For all those
who will turn to Jesus in faith, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, sent by God the Father
through Jesus was promised to teach his apostles all things and to bring to
remembrance all that Jesus has said. Of course, the Holy Spirit guided the apostles for
our learning.
In John 16:8, we read at the coming of the Holy Spirit, he would convict the world
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin because they do not
believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you will see me
no longer; concerning judgment because the ruler of this world is judged. The Holy
Spirit, Jesus told his disciples at the time, would guide them into all the truth and that
he would not speak of his own authority but whatever he hears he will speak and he
will declare to you the things that are to come. The Holy Spirit was to glorify Jesus and
to take what is Jesus and declare it to his disciples. In doing so, he would declare what
the Father has said because this is what Jesus declared.

• “21 ¶ NOW

WHEN ALL THE
PEOPLE WERE BAPTIZED, AND
WHEN JESUS ALSO HAD BEEN
BAPTIZED AND WAS PRAYING, THE
HEAVENS WERE OPENED, 22 AND
THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON
HIM IN BODILY FORM, LIKE A
DOVE; AND A VOICE CAME FROM
HEAVEN, “YOU ARE MY BELOVED
SON; WITH YOU I AM WELL
PLEASED.”” (LU 3:21-22 ESV)
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The testimony of God the Father of his son Jesus is very encouraging for us.
Jesus did not need to be baptized. He was baptized for us. This is the good news. Jesus
was called God’s beloved Son. At his baptism, the three persons of the Trinity were
present—God the Father, the Holy Spirit and Jesus.
By being baptized by John the Baptist, Jesus validated what John the Baptist was
preaching. There is a need for repentance, there is a need to turn to God. We human
beings cannot properly repent because we are all under the power of sin. Being
alienated and enemy of God in our flesh, on our own, we could not repair his broken
relationship with God.
This is why God the Father out of love, gave us His eternal Son to live and to die for us.
Jesus became incarnate, took on our sinful flesh as a man to reconciled humanity to
himself. Jesus was never under the power of sin because he did not sin. Death could
not hold him. He was resurrected and we were resurrected with him. Jesus came to
completely break the power of sin in our lives and He did! We do not yet see the
complete results of it but one day we will! The resurrection will be a glorious day for
those who are in Christ Jesus, for those who accept and will accept in faith Jesus'

sacrifice on their behalf.
When Jesus began to preach, he preached a similar message to that of John the Baptist.
“14 ¶ Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of
God, 15 and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent
and believe in the gospel.’’ (Mr 1:14–15 ESV).
As we read the Gospels, Jesus tells us how to repent. As human beings, living in this life,
we are burdened by the effects of sin. We can go to many verses telling us how to
repent. Repentance simply means a change of mind towards God. One verse we can
read is Matthew 11. “28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”” (Mt 11:28–30 ESV)
Now, just like John the Baptist was telling his contemporaries how to repent, God
through the Holy Spirit is also cleaning us up through the Holy Spirit. He is gradually
burning all the impurities inside of us that are hurting us and interfering in our
relationship with God.
When God calls us, he is not going to leave us as we are. In Isaiah we read the
following: “But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our
potter; we are all the work of your hand.” (Isa 64:8 ESV).
Being the clay and God being the potter, he uses fire to purify us and at times, this is
not easy. It hurts.
As God transforms us in the likeness of Jesus Christ, he burns the chaff existing in our
lives. He burns everything that does not look like Jesus Christ into his likeness we are
being transformed. As we participate with him in faith, he changes the way we think
and the way we live. He changes the false perceptions we may have of ourselves. He
teaches us how to be his ambassadors in a difficult social environment.
When we will be raised at the resurrection, there will be no more vipers’ venom in our
lives. We will not mistreat one another anymore in any way. The traces of sin will be
eradicated from our individual lives. At this time, even if we are being purified, even if
we trust in Jesus righteousness for us, in our individual lives, we still carry traces of sin
which causes us trouble. The journey is not always easy. But in faith, we know the
results are beyond what we can think or imagine!

The Holy Spirit is teaching us that only Jesus and his gift of righteousness will save us.

We are not saved because our parents were Christians or not. We are not saved
because we go to a certain church or not. We are saved because Jesus saves us. He
gives us a new life, a new heart. When God calls us, he places us into his church but it is
a result of his grace and not a cause of his grace. Church is very important.
There is a song we used to sing the often in the past and which we will sing today at the
end of service, “WE ARE GOD’S PEOPLE”. The 4th verse of the song says the following:
“We are a temple, the Spirit’s dwelling place,
Form in great weakness, a cup the hold God’s grace;
We die alone, for on its own each ember loses fire; yet joined in one the flame burns
on
To give warmth and light and to inspire. ‘(From Grace Communion Hymnal pages 112–
113)
Why is the baptism of Jesus such great news?
Because in Christ we are the beloved of the Lord. (Next slide)

• “I

IN THEM AND YOU IN ME, THAT THEY MAY BECOME

PERFECTLY ONE, SO THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW THAT
YOU SENT ME AND LOVED THEM EVEN AS YOU LOVED
ME.” (JOH 17:23 ESV)
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Jesus was baptized for all of us. Jesus was called beloved of the Father. United to Jesus,
we also are beloved of the Father! We are God’s people.
Jesus’ baptism is going news for everyone!

This is the greatest news we can hear today, tomorrow, the next day and forever!
Because of Jesus baptism for us, because of his death on the cross, his resurrection and
ascension to heaven, because we live in his grace,all the problems and challenges listed
at the beginning of the sermon will be completely eradicated, completely nonexistent!
Let us pray.
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