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“11 ¶ AND

HE SAID,

WHO HAD TWO

“THERE WAS
SONS. 12 AND THE

A MAN

YOUNGER OF THEM SAID TO HIS FATHER,

‘FATHER,

GIVE ME THE SHARE OF

PROPERTY THAT IS COMING TO ME.’

AND

HE DIVIDED HIS PROPERTY BETWEEN THEM.
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13 NOT

MANY DAYS LATER, THE YOUNGER SON GATHERED
ALL HE HAD AND TOOK A JOURNEY INTO A FAR COUNTRY,
AND THERE HE SQUANDERED HIS PROPERTY IN RECKLESS
LIVING. 14 AND WHEN HE HAD SPENT EVERYTHING, A
SEVERE FAMINE AROSE IN THAT COUNTRY, AND HE BEGAN
TO BE IN NEED. 15 SO HE WENT AND HIRED HIMSELF OUT
TO ONE OF THE CITIZENS OF THAT COUNTRY, WHO SENT HIM
INTO HIS FIELDS TO FEED PIGS. 16 AND HE WAS LONGING
TO BE FED WITH THE PODS THAT THE PIGS ATE, AND NO ONE
GAVE HIM ANYTHING. 17 “BUT WHEN HE CAME TO HIMSELF,
HE SAID, ‘HOW MANY OF MY FATHER’S HIRED SERVANTS
HAVE MORE THAN ENOUGH BREAD, BUT I PERISH HERE WITH
HUNGER!

3

18 I

WILL ARISE AND GO TO MY FATHER, AND

TO HIM,

“FATHER, I

I

WILL SAY

HAVE SINNED AGAINST HEAVEN AND

BEFORE YOU. 19 I AM NO LONGER WORTHY TO BE CALLED
YOUR SON. TREAT ME AS ONE OF YOUR HIRED
SERVANTS.’”
FATHER.

BUT

20 AND

HE AROSE AND CAME TO HIS

WHILE HE WAS STILL A LONG WAY OFF, HIS

FATHER SAW HIM AND FELT COMPASSION, AND RAN AND
EMBRACED HIM AND KISSED HIM.

21 AND THE SON SAID
‘FATHER, I HAVE SINNED AGAINST HEAVEN AND
BEFORE YOU. I AM NO LONGER WORTHY TO BE CALLED
YOUR SON.’
TO HIM,
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22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring
quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.
23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and
let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.
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25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he
came and drew near to the house, he heard music
and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants
and asked what these things meant. 27 And he
said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your
father has killed the fattened calf, because he has
received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was
angry and refused to go in. His father came out
and entreated him,
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29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many
years I have served you, and I never disobeyed
your command, yet you never gave me a young
goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30
But when this son of yours came, who has
devoured your property with prostitutes, you
killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said
to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that
is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate
and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and
is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”” (Lu 15:11-32
ESV)
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THESE ARE THE INSPIRED WORDS OF GOD,
THANK YOU FATHER FOR SHOWING US YOUR
LOVING HEART!
AMEN
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During this sermon, we are going think about God's attitude towards us and consider
how we perceive him and relate to him. What we read in Luke 15 is the attitude of God
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the one triune God.
The context of this parable (Next slide)

“1 ¶ Now the tax collectors and sinners were
all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying,
“This man receives sinners and eats with
them.”” (Lu 15:1-2 ESV)
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Both tax collectors and sinners were coming to Jesus to hear what Jesus had to say. The
Pharisees were very upset with Jesus. The Pharisees did not associate with just
everyone. He followed strict rules and customs about whom they would associate.
Jesus told them three parables:
1 – the parable of the lost sheep;
2 – the parable of the lost coin;
3 – the parable of the prodigal son.
The parable of the prodigal son is a very well-known parable. We can all identify with
the youngest son who asked for his inheritance from his father and squandered it all. It
is more difficult to identify or see ourselves in the older brother who refused to
celebrate his younger son’s return to his father’s household.
Today, we are going to consider both but especially, we will stop and think about the
father’s heart because this is the heart of the one God—who is Father, Son and Holy
Spirit United in a perfect loving relationship from eternity, without beginning or end.
Jesus used parables often in his teaching. What are parables? (Next slide)

WHAT ARE PARABLES?
(FROM HTTPS://WWW.GCI.ORG/ARTICLES)

• JESUS’

PARABLES HAVE BEEN CALLED “HEAVENLY
STORIES WITH EARTHLY MEANINGS,” OR “EARTHLY
STORIES WITH HEAVENLY MEANINGS.” BUT THERE IS
MORE TO THEM THAN THAT. BOTH THE HEBREW
WORD MASAL AND THE GREEK PARABOLE ARE BROADLY
USED OF PROVERBS, ALLEGORIES, RIDDLES,
ILLUSTRATIONS AND STORIES. THEY CAN REFER TO ANY
STRIKING SPEECH FORMULATED TO STIMULATE THOUGHT.
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Interpreter C.H. Dodd, in his 1935
classic Parables of the Kingdom, defined a
parable as “a metaphor or simile drawn from
nature or common life, arresting the hearer by its
vividness or strangeness, and leaving the mind in
sufficient doubt about its precise application to
tease it into active thought” (page 16). The
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia states
that parables are “almost always formulated to
reveal and illustrate the kingdom of God” (vol. 3,
page 656).
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Parables were used by Jesus to make his audience think. Because the word of God is
living and sharper than any two-edged sword, parables are meant to help people of all
generation think about God.
Let us think begin with the prodigal son. After he had squandered his inheritance, he
decided to return to his father. He did not realize how loving his father was and how
merciful and forgiving he was. He was ready to become like a hired servant and lose his
privileges as a son. In the parable, the father never denied his son. In fact, the father
had forgiven his son before he ever came back.
In the parable, the father did something very unusual for the culture of the time.
Instead of waiting for his son, his father saw him from a long way off, felt compassion
and ran towards his son. He embraced him and he kissed him in a warm embrace.
In spite of all that he had done, his father never held it against him. He acted very
quickly by giving him the best robe to put on, a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet.
His father was in a joyous, festive and jubilant mood. He decided to throw a big party.
His son who was dead was alive again. He was lost and was found.

Do we see God’s heart in this parable? I hope we do. In the parable, the prodigal son
became estranged from his father but his father never cut him off even if the son did
not think the father would want to treat him as a worthy son. The father did not
personalize what his son had done by taking and squandering his inheritance. The
father had given the inheritance prematurely to his son upon his request. This would
have been very difficult in real life because in fact, his son was walking away and
deserting his father and family. When the son returned, the father did not focus on his
son's poor motives. The son was coming back because he was hungry and had lost
everything. The father celebrated because what was important was that the son was
returning to him. He was jubilant.
You see, the prodigal son did not really know his father. He trusted him enough to come
back but not enough to imagine the jubilant reception he would receive. He was ready
to come to his father in shame.
It reminds me of a man who had married a woman in his young age whom the parents
did not approve of. Their relationship was founded on very rocky ground. The parents
tried to tell him to not enter this marriage. The son persisted in his desire. The parents
finally acquiesced but reluctantly. After a few years, their marriage failed. This young
man went back to his parents depressed, ashamed not knowing how his parents would
receive him. He drove in front of his parents’ house before garnering the courage to
finally meet them. Under the sad circumstances, they received him well although,
unlike the father in the parable, they did not throw a big feast. They kept this
experience to themselves. The story was only revealed much later.
God reaction to his lost children when they are found is different. He celebrates when
they are found, when they turn to him.
What we read in other parts of Scripture is that God the Father so loved the world that
he sent his Son in the far country, into our world. In the reality of our world, God came
to save his children when all of us, humanity was completely undeserving and stuck in
the far country eating the pigs' slop. Jesus went into this world, our world, and did not
do as the prodigal son. He did not leave God the Father. He went into the far country to
do the will of the Father to save in and from the far country.
In the far country, Jesus stayed faithful to God the Father for all of us. This is what Jesus
said, “For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has
himself given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak.” (Joh 12:49 ESV).
Jesus was completely faithful to God the Father in everything he did and said.
Through God the Father’s eternal Son we now have free access to our heavenly Father.

He does not hold a grudge. He never did. He never stop being reconciled to us but we
became unreconciled to him. Through Jesus and in Jesus, humanity is reconciled. Jesus
draws us to himself, (Matthew 12), as we accept his invitation, we are no hired servant
but we have access to full privileges of divine sonship in the God-man, Jesus.
In the parable, we also have the older son. Did the older son know his father in the
parable?
We need to remember in the first verses of Luke 15, we read about the Pharisees
grumbling because Jesus associated with people whom they looked down upon—tax
collectors and sinners.
The older son was a type of the Pharisees.
The oldest son did not know the father’s heart either because he was offended by the
father’s enthusiasm. He was offended because his father was throwing a party for his
returning youngest son who had wasted his inheritance. In the oldest son’s mind, his
brother did not deserve anything. He had made the choice to be irresponsible with his
inheritance. The older brother was stricken in his heart with the worm of jealousy.
The older son became very angry and refused to enter the party. In verse 28, we read
that the father came out and entreated his son. The word entreated is found 104 times
in the New Testament. It is also translated as:
comforted,
pleading,
begged,
pray,
imploring, etc...
What we read is that the Father in the parable made a concerted effort to have his son
change his mind. The elder son would have none of it. He rejected his younger brother
because of his previous life and became resentful towards his loving father.
Although the elder son lived with his father, he did not really know his father either and
how loving and compassionate he was.
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this parable. This inspired parable was
kept for us to get us to think about God and about our relationships with others.

12

1 – Do we see other people through the eyes of God the Father and Jesus?
Tax collectors and sinners were not converted people. Jesus did not write them off. In
fact, he came to a world that was full of sinners. From his birth until his death, he faced
sinners in his immediate family, his relatives and in his community, When he began his
public ministry, he did not enter a world of converted people. He entered the world
that was hostile to him much of the time. Those who followed him had a fickle
commitment to him. They followed him much of the time for what they could get such
as healing, food, etc.
Just like society today, there was a lot of prejudice, sin and pride among the people.
The religious leaders isolated themselves from people not wanting to be tarnished by
people perceives as sinners. They did not see their own sinfulness and their need for
God. Just as today, the religious community was divided. The pharisees thought one
way, the Sadducees another. The Romans had their own religious views worshipping
their idols.
Jesus was among them teaching about the kingdom of God, about the need for
repentance, about the heart of God the Father and about who he was, God’s eternal
Son come down from eternity and glory to become like us in our humanity.

Prior to his coming down to the earth, Jesus was not human. He was God. Following his
incarnation, he became both God and man in his one nature.
Jesus loved people. He was warm, loving, gentle, joyful, etc. and he was not afraid to
tell people the truth. He was not afraid to confront when he needed to. Jesus had both
compassion for sinners and loathing, repugnance and disgust for sin. God’s wrath is
against sin.
Jesus came into the world to save sinners “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of
full acceptance that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am
the foremost.” (1 Ti 1:15 ESV).
Jesus knew very well what he had to go through to save us as, out of love, he took all
our sinfulness upon himself and died on the cross. Jesus took our curse upon himself as
we read in Galatians 3:13. He became a curse for us.
Do we see other people through the eyes of Jesus, people given dignity by God being
willing to give his very life for them and for us.
2 – Or will we be like the Pharisees who resist God’s graciousness towards people we
do not think deserve it?.
Do we write people off because we disagree with their political, philosophical or
religious views? Do we write people off because we think they are not nice or because
we perceive them as being onerous or burdensome?
If we do, this will certainly show in our attitudes and behaviours.
When we read in Acts chapter 10 in Peter’s attitude towards the Gentile even after his
conversion and even after Pentecost and the miraculous reception of the Holy Spirit, it
becomes easy to realize how easy it is for us to have discriminatory attitudes towards
others. Jesus through the Holy Spirit had to give Peter a vision to show that the Gentiles
were to be accepted as legitimate members of the church of God.
3- We can also ask how we perceive our brothers and sisters who are in other
denominations who may have secondary beliefs different from ours?

As in the early church, we disciples of Jesus, in the all over the map. (Next slide)

RELATING TO OTHER CHRISTIANS
• “5 ONE PERSON ESTEEMS ONE DAY AS BETTER THAN

ANOTHER, WHILE ANOTHER ESTEEMS ALL DAYS ALIKE.
EACH ONE SHOULD BE FULLY CONVINCED IN HIS OWN
MIND. 6 THE ONE WHO OBSERVES THE DAY, OBSERVES IT
IN HONOR OF THE LORD. THE ONE WHO EATS, EATS IN
HONOR OF THE LORD, SINCE HE GIVES THANKS TO GOD,
WHILE THE ONE WHO ABSTAINS, ABSTAINS IN HONOR OF
THE LORD AND GIVES THANKS TO GOD. 7 FOR NONE OF
US LIVES TO HIMSELF, AND NONE OF US DIES TO HIMSELF.
8 IF WE LIVE, WE LIVE TO THE LORD, AND IF WE DIE, WE
DIE TO THE LORD. SO THEN, WHETHER WE LIVE OR
WHETHER WE DIE, WE ARE THE LORD’S.” (RO 14:5-8

ESV
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Accepting differences for human beings is difficult, is it not?
Yet there are thousands and thousands of people who are committed to Jesus, know
that he is their Lord, understand they are saved by grace and not by works yet in
certain issues, have different beliefs than ours in certain secondary areas of belief.
Certainly, God wants us to discern. He does not want us to fall for the false gospel. He
wants to protect us from heresies. There are secondary differences among Christians
for which we need to rely on God to fix in his time.
United in Christ, we are not divided but are unified in him.
We are to trust God that he is big enough and more than able to work out all these
differences.

4 – God’s Unconditional Love.
The father, accepted his son even if his he had a distorted view of him (the father)
when he (the son) came to himself.

As we become part of the body of Christ, Jesus through the Holy Spirit opens our eyes
to the truth of who he is. He opens our eyes that he is completely opposed to sin, angry
at sin but loving sinners.
As we seek Jesus and come to him, God the Father will mould us into the perfect
likeness of his Son, while always remaining our identity, a likeness we will see at the
resurrection.
God’s character is also revealed in the Old Testament. In dealing with unfaithful Israel,
this is the truth about what he said about himself during Israel’s dark days. I encourage
you to read all of Isaiah 54 where God gives hope to wayward and obstinate Israel. Let
us look at versus 7 and 8 in this chapter. God’s love and mercy are in eternal. His wrath
against sin will not last forever. His love and mercy will.
This is not universalism because there comes a time in everybody’s life either now or in
the future where we will have to choose to believe in Jesus or not (John 12:44). This
has eternal consequences. Believing in Jesus brings eternal life. Rejecting him when he
reveals himself to us in his time is damnation. Obviously, the world is still in darkness.
The revelation of himself is progressive. He will make provision for everyone to either
accept or reject him. In the revelation of Jesus to John in the book of Revelation.

“9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10
and crying out with a loud voice, ’Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb!” (Re 7:9-10 ESV) .

(Isaiah 54:7—next slide)

“7 For a brief moment I deserted you, but with
great compassion I will gather you. 8 In
overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face
from you, but with everlasting love I will have
compassion on you,” says the LORD, your
Redeemer.” (Isa 54:7-8 ESV)
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• “10 WHY DO YOU PASS JUDGMENT ON YOUR
BROTHER? OR YOU, WHY DO YOU DESPISE YOUR
BROTHER? FOR WE WILL ALL STAND BEFORE THE
JUDGMENT SEAT OF GOD; 11 FOR IT IS
WRITTEN, “AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY
KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE
SHALL CONFESS TO GOD.” 12 SO THEN EACH OF
US WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF TO

GOD.” (RO 14:10-12 ESV)

15

Knowing the heart of God, let us confidently approach the throne of God with
assurance knowing that we are already accepted in Christ. Let us believe the good
news! It does have eternal consequences!
Let us pray to have the Father’s heart as He lives in us and we in Him (John 17). Let us
declare his wonderful praises.

