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“10 THE

THIEF COMES ONLY TO STEAL

AND KILL AND DESTROY. I CAME THAT
THEY MAY HAVE LIFE AND HAVE IT

SCRIPTURE
READING:

ABUNDANTLY.

11 I

AM THE GOOD

SHEPHERD. THE GOOD SHEPHERD LAYS
DOWN HIS LIFE FOR THE SHEEP. 12 HE

WHO IS A HIRED HAND AND NOT A
SHEPHERD, WHO DOES NOT OWN THE
SHEEP, SEES THE WOLF COMING AND
LEAVES THE SHEEP AND FLEES, AND
THE WOLF SNATCHES THEM AND
SCATTERS THEM.
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13 HE

FLEES BECAUSE HE IS A HIRED HAND AND
CARES NOTHING FOR THE SHEEP. 14 I AM THE GOOD
SHEPHERD. I KNOW MY OWN AND MY OWN KNOW ME,
15 JUST AS THE FATHER KNOWS ME AND I KNOW
THE FATHER; AND I LAY DOWN MY LIFE FOR THE
SHEEP. 16 AND I HAVE OTHER SHEEP THAT ARE NOT
OF THIS FOLD. I MUST BRING THEM ALSO, AND THEY
WILL LISTEN TO MY VOICE. SO THERE WILL BE ONE
FLOCK, ONE SHEPHERD.

JESUS, OUR GREAT LOVING SHEPHERD

3

17 FOR THIS REASON THE FATHER LOVES
ME, BECAUSE I LAY DOWN MY LIFE THAT I
MAY TAKE IT UP AGAIN. 18 NO ONE TAKES
IT FROM ME, BUT I LAY IT DOWN OF MY OWN
ACCORD. I HAVE AUTHORITY TO LAY IT
DOWN, AND I HAVE AUTHORITY TO TAKE IT
UP AGAIN. THIS CHARGE I HAVE RECEIVED
FROM MY FATHER.”” (JOH 10:10-18 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING
GOD
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SACRIFICIAL LOVE
AMEN
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The shepherds and sheep were a common site to the audience of Jesus. They had a
good mental picture of and knew what Jesus was talking about.
At night, the shepherds would bring their sheep to a fold which was protected by a
gatekeeper. Often, in that fold, were different flocks of sheep owned by different
shepherds.
Jesus uses this analogy to describe his character. He describes how he is very
different from thieves and hired hands.
Thieves are not committed to the well-being of their sheep. They do not own the
sheep; they take them for very selfish reasons. The sheep cannot depend on them.
Jesus describes the thief as one who comes with very ill and malicious motives. He
comes to steal, kill and destroy.

The thief does not provide a good life for the sheep. We also have to understand that
for his audience, the analogy of sheep was well known in the Old Testament
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Left-hand side – picture of sheep in a pasture; right hand side picture of a typical fold
where one or several shepherds would keep their sheep. The fold would or would not
have a literal door but certainly would have a gatekeeper who would guard the fold.
There are many places in the Old Testament where people are compared to sheep.
One very known Chapter is Psalm 23.
We will look briefly at Ezekiel 34 which speak about the sheep, who they are as well
as the false shepherds of Israel.
Sheep in the Old Testament – (next slide)

Eze 34: 1-5, 10 “1 ¶ The word of the LORD came to
me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds
of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the
shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds
of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should
not shepherds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat, you
clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the
fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. 4 The weak
you have not strengthened, the sick you have not
healed, the injured you have not bound up, the
strayed you have not brought back,
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the lost you have not sought, and with force and
harshness you have ruled them. 5 So they were
scattered, because there was no shepherd, and
they became food for all the wild beasts.” (Eze
34:1-5 ESV)
“Thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, I am against
the shepherds, and I will require my sheep at their
hand and put a stop to their feeding the sheep. No
longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will
rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they may
not be food for them.” (Eze 34:10 ESV)
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It is very obvious that the shepherds of Israel did not have the Israelites well-being at
heart. They treated them with force and harshness. These false shepherds did not
offer protection and safety for Israel. Instead of serving God, they served themselves.
Because the sheep, Israel, lacked guidance, they became prey and food for the wild
beast (false gods, false religions, etc.). Because the shepherds were not loving, they
did not seek after the lost sheep, Israel, they did not point them to God, the great
Shepherd.
Verse 10 points to Jesus who came to give abundant life to his sheep. It also points
to the fact that although the false shepherds were permitted to be selfish in regards
to the sheep, God had not abandoned Israel. He says, “I will require my sheep at
their hands.” God is not one to give up on his people even when it might appear that
he has. When Jesus came to the earth, he came to redeem people through the
shedding of his own blood.
Sheep are not always the easiest to look after. They tend to wander. They need
constant care.
Sheep are also social animals. They are easily stressed when separated from the

flock.
They are also given to stress in the absence of someone looking after them.
They tend to follow which can be good or bad. My wife and I were looking at a
documentary or a film not that long ago. I don’t quite remember if it was a movie or a
documentary (not really important!). This was the story of a shepherd who looked
after a large flock of sheep. He lost them all in a bizarre accident. The sheep were
spooked. They ran off and followed one another off a steep clift. They all died. We
could see them fall to their death, one after the other. They just blindly followed. This
cliff was near the beach. When he went looking for this sheep, he found them all
dead by the clift, near the water.
As people, we tend to have the crowd mentality. Naturally, we don’t want to stand
out. We want to please the other. Even for God’s people, having to stand out because
we serve God can be challenging. To go against what is commonly believed or
practice is not easy. We tend to fear.
Sheep are very particular in their need for food. They need a good pasture. Unlike
goats, they cannot live on rocky soil. We as God’s people, need good pasture also.
The food we need is Jesus himself, as we partake in the sacrament of communion,
and we feed on and live by his word (Matthew 4:4).
As they grow their wool, they need protection from the sun and a place to go and
find shade when he gets too warm. For us, God is our shelter. (“He who dwells in the
shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.” (Ps 91:1 ESV))
They are quite defenseless against predators. When attacked, they will tend to huddle
together. They don’t have the strength to fend off a coyote, a wolf or dogs that are
bent on killing them. They are easy picking. They really need to have someone to
defend them. Like sheep, we need God’s protection when facing any enemy “4 One
thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house
of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to
inquire in his temple. 5 For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he
will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.” (Ps
27:4-5 ESV)
Jesus says that he is not a thief nor a hired hand. In this passage of scripture, Jesus
says a hired hand is not a shepherd at heart. He does not own the sheep. He places
his own safety ahead of the sheep. When he sees the wolf coming, Jesus says, he
leaves the sheep behind and runs off. It shows very clearly that the hired hand does
not love the sheep and does not care for them enough to protect them.

Jesus warned people from the dangers of hired hands. “For false christs and false
prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if
possible, even the elect.” (Mt 24:24 ESV)
When sheep wonder off on their own, they are also in great potential danger. When
we as God’s people wonder off on our own, we are in grave danger also. Lions like to
isolate their prey for the kill. Our enemy is not different. “Be sober-minded; be
watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour.” (1Pe 5:8 ESV)

These are very powerful images. We are like sheep in our nature and numerous
weaknesses.
The apostle Paul also talked about false shepherds. The following is what he said in
the book of Acts.

“28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all
the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to care for the church of God, which
he obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that
after my departure fierce wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from
among your own selves will arise men speaking
twisted things, to draw away the disciples after
them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that
for three years I did not cease night or day to
admonish everyone with tears.” (Ac 20:28-31
ESV)
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Paul talks to the overseers of the church and tells them to pay careful attention to
themselves and not only to themselves but also to the
flock/membership/disciples/church. The overseer is to be careful to be on the right
track keeping his eyes on Jesus in the leadership role assigned to him by the Holy
Spirit.
Paul was aware of the many dangers facing the church.
There are invisible dangers directed at the church from invisible sources, namely, the
devil and his cohorts, as we read in Ephesians 6.
There are many dangers from the world. We are called to live in the world but not to
be of the world. We are called to be in the world as ambassadors of Jesus. We are
called to declare his praises.
We are to be careful not to be enticed by the values of the world and what it offers
namely the desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions. “15
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh

and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father but is
from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but
whoever does the will of God abides forever.” (1 Jo 2:15–17 ESV).
This is a warning for all of us because sin is still present in our human bodies. We will
be freed from the pull of sin at the resurrection of our bodies. Sin is very deceiving
whether one is an overseer or a lay member in the church. What the world has to
offer has no everlasting value. Yet our human, sinful nature is attracted to what we
think will satisfy our thirst and hunger but doesn’t.

TV advertisement will have you believe that buying a certain brand of car will give you
freedom in life. They try to make you believe that buying a certain brand of car will
give you satisfaction in leisure, the great outdoors, prestige, more sexual intimacy.
They try to sell a product by picturing the attainment of an ideal life. In the end, it
turns out to be an empty, deceitful promise.
Recently, I was listening to Ravi Zachariah. Elvis Presley’s stepbrother invited him to a
private meeting. Elvis Presley was a famous singer who was gifted with a most
beautiful voice. He attained great fame and fortune. At the height of his career, he
was known and admired by millions of people. He was placed on a pedestal and
idolized.
While they were sitting together, Ravi asked Elvis’ half-brother why Elvis had turned
to drugs when he had everything and attained such fame. His brother quickly said
that it was not the drugs which killed Elvis but the loss of fame, as he was getting
older. Elvis, according to his stepbrother, had put his identity in fame. When fame
began to disappear, he turned to drugs to try to fill the void of what was missing in his
life.
According to his stepbrother, Elvis lost his life to something that could never satisfy
him - fame.
There is the emptiness found in the world when God is not in the picture and
foremost in our relationship.
The overseer has a special responsibility because he is not only responsible for
himself but also bears some responsibility for those God has placed in his care and
participates with what God is doing in the lives of his people. (“Not many of you
should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness.” (Jas 3:1 ESV)

• “I

AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD.

THE

GOOD SHEPHERD

LAYS DOWN HIS LIFE FOR THE SHEEP.”

ESV
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Jesus is the good Shepherd. How is he good? He lays down his very life for his sheep.
He is willing to die rather than see them hurt.
We see this reality in his willingness to go through the agony of the crucifixion. We
were all destined to fall off the clift and to die like those poor sheep we talked about
earlier. Sin was going to kill all of us with no hope for eternal life. So what did Jesus
do?
Although Jesus knew no sin, he became sin for us and he became a curse for us. “For
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.” (2 Co 5:21 ESV)
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is
written, ‘Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree’—” (Ga 3:13 ESV).
This is very reassuring news that God should be so loving. When we did not deserve
anything but death, Jesus exchanged his life for our death to give us life in himself.
There is absolutely no man-made god who would do such a thing. Jesus is real. He is
not a machination of our imagination. He is God come down in the flesh. He is God’s
Yes for us. “The Torrance brothers (Thomas F. [TF] and James B. [JB]) both teach

that the Holy Spirit unites us to Christ, who in his vicarious humanity sanctifies us.”
(from http://thesurprisinggodblog.gci.org/2018/04/the-torrances-on-final-judgmentand.html)

• “

14 I

AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD.

I

KNOW MY OWN

AND MY OWN KNOW ME, 15 JUST AS THE FATHER
KNOWS ME AND I KNOW THE FATHER; AND I LAY
DOWN MY LIFE FOR THE SHEEP.”

ESV)

(JOH 10:14-15
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This is a very encouraging verse is it not that we are known individually and
collectively by name by the very Son of God!
When we look at the analogy of the church, Jesus is its head and we are the body.
Through the Holy Spirit, we are united to Jesus and Jesus being united to the Father,
we become united to God, who is one being, in the God-Man Jesus Christ by the Holy
Spirit. We look to him, we recognize his voice. We follow him.
Than Jesus gives the awesome comparison, "just as the Father's knows me and I
know the Father".
Jesus is our safe place. There is no other, whatever our state in life.
Jesus talks about his sheep knowing him. With other Christians, we are all part of the
fold of Jesus. We belong to him in a very special way by being united to him.

The Bible makes a very important point that when we are united to Christ, we are
united to one another.

THERE SHOULD BE NO DOUBT THAT BY THE GRACE
OF GOD HIS COMMUNITY OF UNWORTHY REDEEM
SINNERS WILL BE TRIUMPHANT AND BEAUTIFUL
ONE DAY. MEANINGFUL LOCAL CHURCH
INVOLVEMENT IS NOT AN OPTIONAL SPIRITUAL
DISCIPLINE; IT IS THE ESSENTIAL CONTEXT WITHIN
WHICH BELIEVERS ARE INTENDED TO FIND CHRIST
AND GROW IN HIM.
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God’s plan to keep adding to his church is on-going and so very encouraging. His
desire is that everyone will come to repentance and that no one would perish.
He has also given us the freedom to believe or not believe when he reveals himself to
us. Some will not believe and some will even depart from the faith, we are told in
God’s word.

“AND I HAVE OTHER SHEEP THAT ARE NOT OF THIS
FOLD. I MUST BRING THEM ALSO, AND THEY WILL
LISTEN TO MY VOICE. SO THERE WILL BE ONE
FLOCK, ONE SHEPHERD.” (JOH 10:16 ESV)
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This is wonderful news is in it?
The apostle Paul was very inspired by what Jesus did for us. He was not discouraged
by the fact that very few in Israel were responding to God’s call at the time. He
quotes Isaiah. “But of Israel he says, ‘All day long I have held out my hands to a
disobedient and contrary people.” (Ro 10:21 ESV)
Just reading these words, you would think that the Israelites have no hope. But then
Paul writes, “11 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no
means! Rather through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to
make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their
failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion (or
their fullness) mean!” (Ro 11:11–12 ESV)
Talking to the Gentiles Paul writes, “25 Lest you be wise in your own conceits, I want
you to understand this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel,
until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be
saved, as it is written, ‘The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish
ungodliness from Jacob’; 27 ‘and this will be my covenant with them when I take

away their sins”. (Ro 11:25-27 ESV)
You can read and study Romans 9 to 11 by yourself. Paul was so inspired by what
Jesus, our good Shepherd, had done when he laid down his life for all of his sheep
that he said the following:
(next slide)

•

OH, THE DEPTH OF THE
RICHES AND WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD! HOW
UNSEARCHABLE ARE HIS JUDGMENTS AND HOW
INSCRUTABLE HIS WAYS! 34 “FOR WHO HAS KNOWN THE
MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO HAS BEEN HIS COUNSELOR?”
35 “OR WHO HAS GIVEN A GIFT TO HIM THAT HE MIGHT BE
REPAID?” 36 FOR FROM HIM AND THROUGH HIM AND TO HIM
ARE ALL THINGS. TO HIM BE GLORY FOREVER. AMEN.”
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Let us pray in a thankful attitude that we are so loved by God that Jesus would lay
down his life not only for us who now believe but to make provision for all people to
be saved if they accept to come to faith in Jesus and accept his gift of grace!

