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Worship services are being cancelled until further notice because of Covid-19. However, we will have worship services through the Internet
Zoom platform every Sunday at 10:30 AM. The Zoom link for this service will be sent to you by email. The phone numbers for Zoom always
remains the same but the Meeting ID and password number changes every week. If you need more information, please contact Mr. Vautour.
See the bottom of the bulletin the contact information.
If you have friends or acquaintances who want to join in the worship service, please do not hesitate to share with them the Zoom links to join
with us in the worship our great God.
For more information about special activities happening in GCI, please see the international website at www.gci.org. On the left-hand upper
side of the screen, you will see 3 short lines. You simply need to click on it. A drop-down menu will appear. Click on “PARTICIPATE”.
Please note that audio sermons are available and a PDF copy of sermons are available at www.worshiphim.ca and video sermons
are now available on YouTube – GRACE COMMUNION INTERNATIONAL-MONCTON (see link below)
If you have a prayer requests, other events you would like to announce and/or praise to our great God you would like to share, please try to
contact Mr. Vautour by email, text or telephone no later than Saturday, in the morning.
For local prayer requests, please see http://www.worshiphim.ca/ and click on Members Only. It is password protected for confidentiality
reason. If you do not have the password, please contact Mr. Vautour.
Voice of the Martyrs (https://www.vomcanada.com/ng-2020-06-04b.htm). Christians continue to be persecuted in many parts of the world.
They need our prayers. You can receive a free publication through your email. If you are interested, please visit their website to subscribe.
Next Prayer Meeting (through ZOOM) is scheduled for Thursday August 13 at 7:30 p.m. We will be continuing in 1 John 3.
For prayer requests please see local website www.worshiphim.ca under “For Members Only”. If you do not know the password, please
contact Mr. Vautour
Offerings: you can send your offering directly to the following address: Grace Communion International- Canada, Suite 203A, 2121
Airport Dr., Saskatoon, SK 7SL 6W5. If you prefer, you can also call 1-306-653-2705. Thank you for your continued generous giving to God
by giving to this part of God’s church, his body.
From Mr. Bill Hall – GCI Canadian Director “ We will continue to process the donations we receive in Saskatoon. Members are urged to
mail them directly to our office for the time-being. They can also donate via phone using a credit card, or via Canada Helps using the donate
button on our website www.gcicanada.ca We are waving the provision that all donations given via Canada Helps go toward national
expenses for the time being. We will credit all donations received via Canada Helps to a member's local congregation, if we can identify
where they attend.”

A Tribute to Nsama Kaoma
Nsama Mwila (nee) Kaoma came in my life thirty-three years ago. Of these, 28 years have been spent
together as husband and wife. We met in Grace Communion International (then WCG) in April 1987.
Nsama served the Lord until she died on July 12, 2020.
God gifted, equipped and prepared Nsama for many roles she did in her life. Her warm and friendly
smiles made it possible to attract people and make friends. Coupled with pioneering traits and
administrative abilities Nsama contributed to my pastoral office as Office Administrator. Although she
was not ordained as an elder, Nsama functioned as a minister in wonderful ways. The impact of these
endowments resulted in visionary, servant, gracious and loving leadership.
Kalengule and
Nsama’s giftedness and passion in ministry moved her to serve in several areas: as a Children’s
Nsama Kaoma
Ministry Teacher, Youth Camp Ministry Coordinator, Camp Office Administrator, Women’s Ministry Coordinator, Church
Board Member (GCI-Zambia), Pastors’ Wives Coordinator, Maid Servants Coordinator, Couples Fellowship Facilitator,
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Marriage Counselor, Region Office Administrator (Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe), GCI-Zambia Office Administrator,
Africa Missions Office Administrator, Ambassador College of Christian Ministry (ACCM) Facilitator and Teacher, and Africa
Superintendent Office Administrator. She ably filled the role of a great assistant.
In the communities where she lived, she served as a founding member of Mothers with Infants Support Talks
(MIST), Village Banking Secretary, Silverest Community Development Team Secretary, Young Women Empowerment
Group, and Women’s Financial, Self-Development, and Empowerment Teams. Nsama passionately believed in making a
difference in people’s lives and that she could work within her identified circles of influence. She invested in people’s lives
through education by paying school fees and generous donations to needy and vulnerable people.
To empower people with skills, Nsama established a school to teach various life skills to help graduates to stand
on their own. She would say, “No one can take away your skill. You are the only person who can waste your skill.”
All in all, Nsama lived a fun-filled, responsible and engaging life to the glory of God. A few days before she
passed on, she and I talked to our children about death. Nsama spoke to each child and blessed them. As a family, we
prayed together and I anointed her before we slept.
My family and I look forward to seeing Nsama in the Kingdom of God.
Kalengule Kaoma, Superintendent, GCI Africa
______________________________________________________________________________________________
From the President July 22, 2020
Dear GCI Family and Friends,
Back in April I was on a group email provisionally planning for a future event. My good friend Pastor
Dishon Mills was on the same message. He ended his communication with the statement “This
pandemic is making me more deeply appreciate being Spirit-led.”
I have heard others use the phrase Spirit-led, and I think I know what they mean. In this instance, I
felt bold, so I wrote back to Dishon and asked, “What does the phrase Spirit-led mean to you”? He was
kind enough to take the time to respond.
Mr. Greg
Williams
President GCI
and his wife
Susan

Hey Greg. I hope you are doing well. Sure, I can share what I believe I understand about “Spirit-led”
so far, as I pray for God to continue to bring me clarity. One of our small groups has been studying the
book of Acts, and one of the threads we have been following is the ways in which the emerging church
discerned the will of God in a dangerous, confusing time. From Acts 15, we gleaned some thoughts
about Spirit-led discernment:

1. Discernment does not happen in isolation, but through Christ-centered conversations amongst a diverse group

(diverse with regard to perspectives, backgrounds, gender, etc.) within the church.

2. When we discuss an issue, we need to give priority to God’s present activity—what God is saying and doing in the

church and in the intersection of the church and its community.

3. Then, we need to look to Scripture for confirmation of what we hear from God and to temper our approach (this may

require a shift in perspective).

4. We establish doctrine, rules, and/or protocols based on what we discern. –
5. (Point added by Greg) Then make the understanding known throughout the church. Acts 15:30 says they were sent
out carrying the letter (news) with them.

So, for me, Spirit-led is a communal or relational term because it is through the life of the church that revelation
comes. I believe this is true of Christians both individually and collectively. Yes, God does speak to us directly. He brings
affirmation, conviction, and guidance to those willing to listen. While this may appear to be Spirit-led in an individual
sense, this too is communal and relational. I believe the Bible teaches us that we should not concretize anything we
believe we have heard from God until we have the opportunity to run it by trusted Jesus-loving counselors. The Holy
Spirit always leads us into relationship. Practically every time I am “spontaneously” sent to minister to someone (i.e. call a
member to check-in), I find that my efforts were an answer to prayer. His leading is confirmed in my conversations with
brothers and sisters about what I heard God say. Or my bias is exposed in the conversation when I mistake my voice for
God’s.
Nicely stated, Dishon. I feel strongly about the Spirit working with us within the community of the church. We are no
longer Moses going to the mountain alone —we are the church participating with Jesus and joining in community and
relationship. This means lots of discussion and sharing, lots of processing and discerning, and lots of prayers leading to
the decision that “It seems good to the Holy Spirit and us.”
May we be the Christ-centered, Spirit-led church that brings glory to the Father! Greg Williams

_________________________________________________________________
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The Spirit's Ministry
(Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, part 5 from The Surprising God Blog (GCI)
By Ted Johnston - July 20, 2020

This post continues a series presenting "The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit" by Dr. Gary Deddo, President of Grace
Communion Seminary. For other posts in the series, click http://thesurprisinggodblog.gci.org/2020/05/holy-spiritpart-1.html .
In this post, we'll explore the Holy Spirit's ministry viewed corporately (in the church) and personally (in individual
lives). Let's start with a question: Why does any group or individual repent instead of hanging on to their self-justifying
pride? The answer is that the Holy Spirit is at work in them, though that work is often unseen. Let me explain.

The Spirit's often unseen work
We typically do not see the Holy Spirit working in a direct way -- most of his ministry among us is deep and
internal, working directly with our human spirits (1 Cor. 2: 9-11). Thus, we don't see the Holy Spirit acting. However, we
do see the results. When we're repenting, when we're hearing God speak his Word, when we're seeing the face of the
Father in the face of the Son, when we're grasping the Word of God, when we're interpreting Scripture as God intends -in all these instances, we’re experiencing the effects (results, outcome) of the Spirit's work. But we're not seeing the
gears turning -- we don't watch the machine running. It seems the Holy Spirit does not draw attention to himself. You
might say he is the shy one, the humble one, the retiring one. TF Torrance calls the Spirit the "self-effacing" one. He does
not show us his own face -- The Spirit is not worried about that.
Has the Spirit been short-changed?
When we compare the names of the three divine Persons, we find a certain asymmetry. Father and Son are more
concrete terms, and are obviously mutually referential. Thus, the Father-Son relationship is easier to think about using
creaturely terms. The name of Holy Spirit is different -- it does not lend itself as easily to being described using creaturely
terms. Father and Son sound much more familiar to us than Spirit. So, has the Holy Spirit been short-changed? Maybe
not, though perhaps that's how it's supposed to be. Maybe being given that identifying name is not a mistake.
Maybe the name Holy Spirit is given to prevent us from trying to nail down the Spirit's identity in the same way
we might the identity of the Father and the Son. Perhaps this “inequality” is meant to lead us to identify with and pay
primary attention to the Father and Son. Perhaps by being named Holy Spirit, we are kept from merely reducing the
Father and Son to creaturely definitions, thinking God is Father and Son in the way human beings are. After all, Scripture
can refer to the whole Triune God as Spirit. Thus we understand that the name Holy Spirit reminds us of the
transcendence and sovereignty of God and the fact that God cannot be reduced to an idol -- one made by human hands
or minds.
Given the pattern and content of what is said in the Bible concerning the Holy Spirit, we should not expect to be
able to have as much to say, or be able to say it in as much detail as we can say about the Father and the Son. Though
we expect some disproportion, we understand it does not indicate any inequality of importance among the divine
Persons. But why not correct this disproportion by giving greater individual emphasis to the Spirit? The answer is that
giving the Spirit individual, independent emphasis would tend to place his ministry in isolation from the ministry of the
Father and the Son. Why would that be a problem? Because, as we will see, the Holy Spirit does not have an independent
ministry.
The Spirit's ministry -- a summary
In summary, we can say that the Holy Spirit's ministry is to deliver to us all the benefits of the work of Christ -the benefits Christ accomplished as the Son of the Father the one sent who was sent from the Father and returned to the
Father so that we might know the Father. The work of the Spirit can’t be grasped apart from this work of the Father and
the Son. Of course, if we are to understand and fully appreciate the work of the Father and the Son, we must understand
the “behind the scenes” work of the Spirit. Thus to fully understand the Spirit's ministry, we must understand the
coordinated ministry of all three divine Persons.
How does the Spirit work? Well, speaking a bit facetiously, it's not as though the Spirit says, “Jesus, you did that
awesome work on the cross. You took your turn and accomplished that great task. I know everyone will praise you for all
you’ve done. But now it’s my time to get to work -- I'm going to go off and take my turn to accomplish my own mission,
and so make my own addition to what you’ve done.” That misguided thinking regards the triune God as dividing up his
work and will into a division of labor, each relatively separate from the others. But that is not the case -- the will and
working of God can’t be sliced up that way. Doing so splits God into parts and roles as creatures would. That misguided
approach obscures the oneness of God in being and in action. A simple way to point to the unity of the working of God -while allowing for distinction of contribution to the one whole work -- is to say this: what Christ has done for us, the Holy
Spirit does in us. Now when we say that the Spirit takes all of what Christ has done for us in his humanity and delivers it
to us, does that amount to little or nothing? No! From the Spirit’s point of view, that is everything! The Holy Spirit cannot
accomplish his deepest work except on the basis of what Jesus accomplished for us in the name of the Father. They
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(Father, Son, Spirit) are one God -- they are all together Savior. The Father sends the Son. The Son sends the Spirit. And
this was all done so we might have the life of the whole God over us, with us and in us.
As T.F. Torrance has expressed it, it seems that rebellious human beings can share in God’s kind of life, eternal
life, only after it’s been worked out in such a way that it can fit us fallen creatures. That means that we first need to be
reconciled to God and have our human nature regenerated, sanctified, made new. That’s what God accomplished in the
incarnate Son who assumed our human nature. Jesus reconciled and transformed that nature, perfecting it so that the
Holy Spirit could indwell us and make us share in Jesus’ sanctified humanity. The Spirit could not come and take up
residence in us (“indwell” is the New Testament word) until the Son has completed his incarnate work in our fallen
humanity.
No, the Holy Spirit is not being left out or diminished when we say that he takes what the Son has done and
delivers and builds it into us. It would be senseless for the Spirit to say, “I need my own ministry apart from the Son.”
They are one in being. They are one in act. They are one in mind, one in heart -- perfectly coordinated in their ministry to
give us a share in God’s own eternal life. Each contributes in their own way.
Understand this: the whole God (Father, Son and Spirit) is Savior. The Spirit's part is to lead in working out in us
what Christ has accomplished for us in his humanity. That's a marvel. The Spirit does work in us in unique ways. This is
why Jesus says it is an advantage that another Comforter come to us, to deliver to us and within us his life by the
indwelling of the Spirit -- the Spirit who is the Spirit of Jesus, the One who has accomplished everything for us in his
human nature.
Perhaps now we can see the problem if, wanting to give the Spirit equal time, we were to say, “Yes, Jesus did
this, but the Spirit does that” and focus on "that," as if it was independent. But there is no independent mission. The
three divine Persons work entirely together in an ordered and coordinated way. That insight ought to guide our thinking,
our explanations, our preaching and teaching about the Holy Spirit. Describing the joint mission of the three Persons
requires mutually referring to one another because the Spirit is the Spirit of the Son and the Spirit of the Father. That's
who Holy Spirit is, and his ministry is to work out in us what the Son has done for us. That's an amazing, vital ministry!
Particular manifestations of the Spirit's work
There are particular manifestations of the working of the Spirit -- times and ways in which he is active, as it were
at the leading edge of what the triune God is doing. The Spirit’s relationship to creation, post Christ’s incarnate ministry,
is very dynamic and variable, not static or fixed or mechanical, but personal and relational. We see this at Pentecost.
When the Spirit came down that day, no human agency initiated, conditioned or controlled it. Rather, Jesus had promised
it in the name of the Father. That’s all that preconditioned that mighty event. And Jesus indicated that this even would be
at the Father’s initiative, in accordance with the Father's timing. The church was simply to wait. That’s it.
But why at that particular time? Because Christ in his earthly form had finished his dimension of the saving work
that God was accomplishing. So, of course, the Spirit is aware of Jesus’ promise. The Spirit is the one promised by the
Son. So, yes, perfectly coordinated, the Spirit showed up on time. But notice what happened when the Spirit descended.
The people started talking about the great and mighty things that God had done to accomplish their salvation in Jesus.
They don’t just focus on the immediate amazing event they had just experienced! And they were now able to relate to
each other in new amazing ways as the Spirit was now working in them in new ways. But notice they didn't just focus on
the Spirit, or their experience of the Spirit. Their view was much larger, much more comprehensive of all that God had
done, was doing and would yet do.
Pentecost is a primary example of a manifestation of the working of the Spirit that is dynamic, variable, not static,
not fixed, not mechanical, but personal and relational. In Paul’s admonitions to not quench or grieve the Spirit, and to be
continually filled with the Spirit, we see anticipation of a dynamic interaction with the Holy Spirit. Paul is not thinking of a
situation in which the switch to the Holy Spirit is simply now in the “on” position, and then in the “off” position. Paul
understands that the Holy Spirit is never a billion miles away -- never completely absent, having nothing to do with
anything, but then is immediately near, causing everything to happen in an almost magical way. Paul knew it doesn't
work like that. Instead, there is dynamic interaction between God’s people and the Spirit. The Spirit can apparently be
present in a wide range of ways, or at least in a range of ways that have a wide variety of effects that we can notice.
Paul's admonition to be “continually filled with the Spirit” is a good way for us to understand those places where
Paul talks about our relationship with the Spirit. The Spirit should not be approached as if he is a vending machine: put in
the right coins, push the right buttons and get your soda or your candy bar or something else. No our relationship with
the Spirit is not contractual or automatic; not simply a matter of being “on” or “off.” It's not a mechanical relationship. It
is dynamic; like the wind blowing (John 3:8).
The gifts of the Spirit and the dynamic working of the Spirit
Let’s look at another aspect of the manifestation of the working of the Spirit in the church -- the gifts of the Spirit.
These too involve dynamic interactions. So, Paul encourages churches to use these gifts in particular ways. They should
let those with the gift of giving give with liberality; those who give aid, with zeal; those who do acts of mercy, with
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cheerfulness (Rom. 12:6-8). These gifts of the Spirit can be used well or misused. They are received and then to be
used well, rightly, faithfully. That is a dynamic process, not a magical chain of effects impersonally sparked. But it's easier
to think of the working of the Spirit in mechanical terms, isn't it? Especially if we think of the Spirit as an impersonal
power, energy, like electricity. Just on or off; here but not there; near or far. But God is not like that. I supposed we
could say especially that the Spirit is not like that!
There is a dynamic to living in the Spirit. The Spirit is living and moving, acting as an intelligent agent; interacting
with us in a deep and personal way. And it seems even acting in many ways of which we aren’t even aware. Often, by
the time we’ve become aware of it, the Spirit’s probably already moved on to another thing. Yes, we’re going recognize
the activity and say, “Yes! the Spirit was working, we were blessed” and rejoice in that. However, the Spirit may have
already moved on to another “project” by the time we acknowledge it. The Spirit is active and moving!
Avoid wrong understandings of the Spirit's working
Because there is a variability, a dynamic ebb and flow to the activity and manifestation and interaction of the
Spirit with humanity (both the Church and the world) we must avoid thinking of the Spirit as an impersonal force. We
must also not think of him as a genie where we approach the Spirit thinking, “If I’m going to be blessed by the Spirit, I’ll
have to do things just right. I’m going to have to rub the lamp exactly three times and say just the right words and then
the power of the spirit-genie will work for me or those I love.” But note that his is a very impersonal, mechanical
approach to the Spirit. One that is just as misguided is the idea that we must take the initiative or fulfill certain
preconditions to please, or to obligate or cajole the Holy Spirit to act. We can think the working of the Spirit is unlocked
(or not) by us. Unfortunately, it is not difficult to find teaching like this, suggesting we act towards the Holy Spirit as if “it”
was a magical power much like a genie. And what we have to do to get the Spirit to work is fulfill certain conditions just
exactly right -- then (like magic!) the Spirit is somehow set free (or is obligated!) to accomplish his ministry!
Of course those special techniques promoted by some for activating the Spirit don’t usually involve rubbing a
lamp just the right number of times. However, other conditions are laid out, some sequence of events under our control
are specified in order to “prime the pump” or “release” the Spirit to work in particular ways. And if the Spirit doesn’t show
up, the explanation will be: “You didn’t get things quite right. You weren’t sincere enough. You didn’t have enough faith.
You weren’t humble enough. You were stuck in your head and thinking too much. You didn’t “let go” enough to “let God.”
In essence, such explanations say the spirit-genie is not going to come out because you said “abricadabro,” not
“abracadabra.” Or you said it with the wrong accent! Or …, or …, or …. Any number of conditions can be specified. And
each particular ministry will likely specialize on describing and prescribing exactly which set of conditions are called for as
compared to how another ministry is mistaken in the set of conditions it thinks are required. And on the basis of their
understanding each ministry will prescribe the real, true, and proper set of conditions that must be met, and spell out
how we can then meet those certain conditions called for.
Notice how these approaches put us in charge and make the Holy Spirit dependent upon us, with the Spirit
having little say himself when put under just the right circumstances. Such approaches make our relationship with the
Spirit legal, contractual, mechanical, conditional -- like a genie or mechanical power, the Spirit has no more choice in the
situation than electricity does when you plug your iPhone in or turn on the lights. It is a cause-effect relationship from us
to the Spirit. Only when the conditions are just right can the Holy Spirit do its work. And when they are set right,
apparently "It" (the Spirit viewed impersonally) can’t decide “No, I’m not going to charge your iPhone!”
Let's avoid thinking about and approaching the Holy Spirit in ways that are impersonal, mechanistic, superstitious
and magical. Rather let us see and relate to the Spirit for who he truly is -- one of the three divine Persons whose work is
fully coordinated with that of the Father and the Son.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GCI principle website and Moncton Websites—a) www.gci.org , b) www.worshiphim.ca , c)
https://www.facebook.com/GCIMoncton ; d) Grace Communion International-Moncton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKazyWhmKmDZy69vJcFfPg

For a wealth of helpful articles about God, grace and his plan for salvation, who we are, etc., please see the GCI.org website.
Contact Information: Pastor’s contact information: email— evautour47@outlook.com
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