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Mark 9:30-37
“30 ¶ They went on from there
and passed through Galilee.
And he did not want anyone to
know, 31 for he was teaching
his disciples, saying to them,
“The Son of Man is going to be
delivered into the hands of
men, and they will kill him. And
when he is killed, after three
days he will rise.”
2

• 32 BUT THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE
SAYING, AND WERE AFRAID TO ASK HIM. 33 AND
THEY CAME TO CAPERNAUM. AND WHEN HE WAS
IN THE HOUSE HE ASKED THEM, “WHAT WERE
YOU DISCUSSING ON THE WAY?” 34 BUT THEY
KEPT SILENT, FOR ON THE WAY THEY HAD
ARGUED WITH ONE ANOTHER ABOUT WHO WAS
THE GREATEST.
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35 And he sat down and called the twelve.
And he said to them, “If anyone would be first,
he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36
And he took a child and put him in the midst of
them, and taking him in his arms, he said to
them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child in
my name receives me, and whoever receives
me, receives not me but him who sent me.””
(Mr 9:30-37 ESV)
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James 3:13-18 “13 ¶ Who is wise and
understanding among you? By his good
conduct let him show his works in the
meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have
bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not boast and be false to the
truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes
down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual,
demonic.
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16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition
exist, there will be disorder and every vile
practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to
reason, full of mercy and good fruits,
impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace by those who
make peace.” (Jas 3:13-18 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING
GOD
THANK YOU FOR TEACHING US THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YOUR WISDOM
AND THE WORLD'S WISDOM
AMEN
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There is perfect wisdom in the biblical verses that we have just read. The Bible is very
consistent because it is anchored in God himself.
We can be very thankful as we are the only creations on earth capable of receiving
God’s communication and communicating back to him in a back-and-forth manner.
God has created us to be in relationship because he is in relationship himself. God is
one. In the oneness of God, there is God the Father, God the Son and the Holy Spirit - 3
distinct person in the one God head.
When we speak of the wisdom of God, the three persons in the Trinity are wisdom
because wisdom comes from God. God is the source of wisdom.

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights with whom
there is no variation or shadow due to change.” (Jas
1:17 ESV)
“28 God chose what is low and despised in the world,
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that
are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the
presence of God. 30 He is the source of your life in
Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our
righteousness and sanctification and redemption.”
(1Co 1:28-30 ESV)
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Wisdom comes from the Father
In James 1:17 we read the following:
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father
of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” (Jas 1:17 ESV)

Jesus is our wisdom. God the Father is the source of our life in Jesus Christ.
“28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to
bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the
presence of God. 30 He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our
wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption.” (1 Co 1:28–30
ESV)
The Holy Spirit points us to Jesus and also lives in us and we live in him. The Holy Spirit
is therefore the source of wisdom. He was sent forth by God the Father through Jesus
Christ. (Next slide)

“37 ¶ On the last day of the feast, the great day,
Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts,
let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of
his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now
this he said about the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the
Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not
yet glorified.” (Joh 7:37-39 ESV)
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“37 ¶ On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, ‘If
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the
Scripture has said, “Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”’ 39 Now this he
said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the
Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” (Joh 7:37–39 ESV)
There is no competition in God because God is one and the three persons in the
Godhead are distinct yet have the same will and attributes.
Jesus was sent forth to the earth by God the Father. When we come to know Jesus, we
come to know God the Father because Jesus is at one with God and with the Holy Spirit.
The three persons in the Trinity are in perfect relationship.

TRUE AND AUTHENTIC WISDOM COMES
FROM GOD AND IS EXEMPLIFIED IN JESUS
AND HIS TEACHING
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As we read in Mark 9, Jesus gave the ultimate example of being the last and servant of
all. To exemplify what he meant, Jesus took a child in his arm and brought him in the
midst of his disciples.
During the time of Jesus, children did not have much importance. They were very low
on the scale of social importance. Commentaries tell us that they had no power or
status. Children were vulnerable, dependent and subject to the authority of their
father.
In other words, Jesus said to his disciples that they were to receive, in his name, those
whom society gave very little status. He told his disciples and us through his living word
that if we receive s little one, we receive Jesus. He goes on to say that we receive not
Jesus but God the Father. It sounds paradoxical but this is what Jesus told his disciples.
We are united to God the Father when we come united to Jesus.
What Jesus taught are not the world’s standards. The disciples had the influence of the
world in their heart. This still had the thinking of the world that the greatest people
were those who reigned. Matthew 10 and Luke 9 are parallel passages.
In Matthew we read the following: "“42 And Jesus called them to him and said to

them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so
among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and
whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”” (Mr
10:42-45 ESV)

Jesus was indeed the greatest servant of all. He sacrifice himself for our sake so that we
could have life eternal life. We can have occasions when we serve in big and small
ways. The following are 2 example.
Offering Himself for a Stranger (From
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/offering-himself-for-a-stranger)
AFTER AN EXHAUSTING DAY of forced labor in July of 1941, the prisoners at the
Auschwitz concentration camp lined up for evening roll call, only to discover that a
prisoner was missing. Immediately, guards and dogs began the hunt for the escaped
inmate, a man from Block 14.
The remaining prisoners, already gaunt from living on a mere 300 to 500 calories a day,
were forced to stand at attention for three hours while the search continued. But the
real torture was wondering which prisoners from the escapee’s cell block would pay—
as had been the case with the last two prison breaks—by being sentenced to a slow,
agonizing death by starvation.
That evening the prisoners were sent to their bunks, but the next morning Nazi SS
captain Karl Fritsch announced that the escaped prisoner had not been found. While
everyone else was marched off to the fields for another day of work, the men of Block
14 were forced once again to stand at attention for hours.
Finally, Fritsch scrutinized each prisoner and, one by one, removed from the ranks 10
condemned men. One, Franciszek Gajowniczek, a Jewish sergeant in the Polish army,
sobbed uncontrollably, wailing, “My poor wife! My poor children!”
It was then that prisoner #16670 stepped out of line and walked toward Fritsch—a
brave move, given the machine guns aimed at him. When Fritsch demanded what “this
Polish pig” wanted, the man removed his hat and quietly said, “I would like to die in
place of one of these men.”
That prisoner was Maximilian Kolbe, a 47-year-old Franciscan priest who convinced the
Nazi commander that an old, frail priest would be a better choice than the young,
distraught husband and father.
… According to another Auschwitz inmate, Bruno Borgowiec, who survived the war and

died in 1947, Kolbe before his death provided comfort to the other men and led them
in prayer. “Sometimes they would be so absorbed in prayer that they did not even
realize the guards had come for the daily inspection and had opened their cell door,”
.. Kolbe, Borgowiec said, asked for nothing and never complained. “He had the special
gift of comforting everybody. When his fellow prisoners, writhing in agony, were
begging for a drop of water, and in despair were screaming and cursing, Father Kolbe
would calm them down, inspiring them to perseverance.”
Isn't this is the heart of Jesus being apparent in this man's heart willing to give his life in
service to save others. In prayer, he pointed others to trust in God.
In other words, being a servant is being willing to sacrifice one self for the sake of
another.
It does not mean that we always serve in dramatic ways like Kolbe. Jesus gave the
example of serving in very small ways, out of love, ways that will not make the news
but are still very significant in God’s eyes. “And whoever gives one of these little ones
even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no
means lose his reward.”” (Mt 10:42 ESV)

We can think of small ways of serving our brethren in the faith whether it be telephone
call, sending a card, seeing in need them quietly fulfilling it, etc... God has prepared
good works for us to do. Let us ask him to have eyes to see them. This is the application
of wisdom coming from God. Every follower of Jesus can serve others in little ways –
insignificant to the world but significant in God's eyes.

WISDOM FROM ABOVE SO SUPERIOR TO
EARTHLY WISDOM
“13 ¶ WHO

IS WISE AND UNDERSTANDING AMONG YOU? BY HIS
GOOD CONDUCT LET HIM SHOW HIS WORKS IN THE MEEKNESS OF
WISDOM. 14 BUT IF YOU HAVE BITTER JEALOUSY AND SELFISH
AMBITION IN YOUR HEARTS, DO NOT BOAST AND BE FALSE TO THE
TRUTH. 15 THIS IS NOT THE WISDOM THAT COMES DOWN FROM
ABOVE, BUT IS EARTHLY, UNSPIRITUAL, DEMONIC. 16 FOR WHERE
JEALOUSY AND SELFISH AMBITION EXIST, THERE WILL BE DISORDER
AND EVERY VILE PRACTICE. 17 BUT THE WISDOM FROM ABOVE IS
FIRST PURE, THEN PEACEABLE, GENTLE, OPEN TO REASON, FULL OF
MERCY AND GOOD FRUITS, IMPARTIAL AND SINCERE. 18 AND A
HARVEST OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS SOWN IN PEACE BY THOSE WHO
MAKE PEACE.” (JAS 3:13-18 ESV)
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Wisdom is reflected in our way of thinking, in our attitudes and in our behaviours and
reactions towards others.
Meekness (“gentle strength”) which expresses power with reserve and gentleness; For
the believer, meekness (4240/praýtēs, “gentle-force”) begins with the Lord’s inspiration
and finishes by His direction and empowerment. It is a divinely-balanced virtue that can
only operate through faith (cf. 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 2:22–25). (From
https://biblehub.com/greek/4240.htm)
What this describes is being able to be faithful to God even when there is opposition. It
means a controlled spirit coupled with an attitude of one who is not easily rattled by
circumstances or the attitude and behaviours of others.
We see this exemplified in Jesus when he faced Pilate. He stood his ground but yet was
gentle and strong in his response.
Pilate asked Jesus if he was the king of the Jews. Jesus answered, “Do you say this of
your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Jesus also told him “My
kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would

have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is
not from the world.” Jesus also told him, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I
was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the
truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice. ‘
Jesus simply stood firm. This is wisdom from above. He had a gentle strength. With
God’s wisdom, this is the attitude that we will grow to have as we face this world and
its opposition to God.
The opposite of God’s wisdom is jealousy and looking for the self. When this happens,
there is disorder and every vile practice.
This is saying a lot, is it not? Without God, this is the attitude that the world
progressively grows into. It is the attitude that we see in our world where facts and the
truth do not matter as much as how we feel and think individually. This world has no
outside authority apart from the self. It says that it has the rule of law. Laws are
necessary in our world but they do not change a person’s heart. They only contain evil
to a certain extent.
The apostle Paul had it right when he wrote in Galatians 5 the following: “13 ¶ For you
were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity
for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in
one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour
one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another.” (Ga 5:13–15 ESV)
Freedom rooted in our flesh just brings misery to the self and for others. Consequently,
it is not really freedom in the true sense. It is based on competition. It is full of jealousy.
It becomes intolerant of different points of view. In many instances, our society calls
evil good and good evil. It avoids the name of Jesus, of God who is the truth.
Our society is built on shifting sand. There is nothing solid to stand on if we only base
our thinking and our values grounded in the human self-thinking that we are masters of
our destiny.
To see the fruits of this world way of thinking, we just need to go to the book of Judges
or read the prophet Isaiah about his description of Israel. The manifestation of human
nature we find there are no different than what we see in our world today.
Godly wisdom is so different.
The wisdom which comes from God and anchored in the triune God is manifested in
Jesus' life on earth. Jesus did not hide from the world. He lived in the world but not

according to the values of the kingdom of this world. He lived in the kingdom of God
and was its perfect representative. (see next slide)

WISDOM FROM ABOVE IS
• FIRST

PURE

• PEACEABLE
• GENTLE

• IMPARTIAL

• OPEN

• SINCERE.

• FULL

TO REASON,
OF MERCY AND

GOOD FRUITS
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1- Pure comes from the same root word as holy (hagnos). It means, “properly, pure (to
the core); virginal (chaste, unadultered); pure inside and out; holy because
uncontaminated (undefiled from sin), i.e. without spoilation even within (even down
to the center of one’s being); not mixed with guilt or anything condemnable. (idem).

This word is found eight times in the New Testament. It refers to holy conduct. It has
applications such as not participating in other people’s sin. For those who are married,
it means respecting the sanctity of marriage. It basically means living united in Christ
and following the way of righteousness—the righteousness that Jesus has given to us.
2- Peaceable—what pertains to peace, i.e. God’s gift of wholeness which results from
knowing (discerning) the Lord’s will and obeying it. See 1515 (eirēnē).
Jesus always did his Father’s will. This word peaceable refers to the same thing. God
tells us to live at peace with everyone as far as it depends on us. But sometimes,
conflicts are just inevitable.
Being peaceful does not mean the absence of conflicts. Jesus had conflicts even with
his disciples. For example, he severely corrected Peter when Peter became upset that

Jesus would die on the cross. (‘But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of
God, but on the things of man.” [Mt 16:23 ESV]
In doing his Father’s will, there were conflicts in his family. At one time, his family went
out to seize him because they thought that he was out of his mind, in other words, they
thought he had some mental illness and that he had gone mad. [Mark 3:21]
3- Gentle— gentle, mild, forbearing, fair, reasonable, moderate.

Biblical examples:
1Ti 3:3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle <1933>, not
quarrelsome, not covetous;
Tit 3:2 to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle <1933>, showing all humility
to all men.
4- Open to reason—Means ready to obey, reasonable. Translated in various Bibles in
the following manner:
and easy to be entreated [KJV]
willing to yield [NKJV]
compliant [HCSB—The Holman Christian Standard]
submissive [NIV]
open to reason [RSV]
This kind of submission can mean trusting and easily persuaded. However, he does not
refer to a person who has no conviction or little conviction and who is easily swayed.
Rather it calls to mind someone who was levelheaded and intuitive. That person is able
to recognize the truth when he hears it and is teachable.
This trait applies whether one is in a position of responsibility over others or when one
is serving others.
In other words, it refers to a person who is not stuck in his or her ways and who is
willing to change when presented with the truth.
5- Full of mercy and good fruit— Mercy means 1) mercy: kindness or good will
towards the miserable and the afflicted, joined with a desire to help them
1 a) of men towards men: to exercise the virtue of mercy, show one’s self merciful
1b) of God towards men: in general providence; the mercy and clemency of God in
providing and offering to men salvation by Christ [Strong’s Concordance]

Mercy is one of God’s attributes. It is found 27 times in the New Testament. We are told
in God’s word that God has tender mercies.
We are also told that God prefers mercy over sacrifices. God extends mercy to us when
we do not deserve it. In his mercy, God has reconciled us to himself. We become united
to Christ when we accept his mercy towards us. Whether we accept God’s mercy or not
does not change God’s character. His readiness to extend mercy to us never stops.
Wisdom from above extends mercy to others because we have received mercy from
God. It is rooted in God and flows towards others.
The wisdom of God is filled with good fruits. United in Christ, we look out for the wellbeing of others. It is filled with good fruits whether other people see it or not.
Jesus’ life was filled with good fruit but the people of his day did not see it. The people
of our day, generally speaking, do not see it either.
6- Impartial—means without uncertainty, unambiguous, undivided, whole-hearted
[biblehub.com]
It has the opposite meaning of being double-minded or wishy-washy.
Again we see this quality in Jesus. There was no doubt in his mind why he was on the
earth. He wholeheartedly focus on doing the Father’s will.
We also see this in the attitude of the apostle Paul.
From a disciple’s point of view, it means that we trust in Jesus and we trust in the
inspired word as being the truth.
While Jesus live on the earth, he lived all these qualities of wisdom perfectly. That is
why we do not trust in our own wisdom because it is far from being perfect. It does not
meet God’s standards. Jesus met all of God’s standards in our place.
In Jesus, we grow in wisdom.
7- Sincere or without hypocrisy—properly, not a phony [“put on”], describing sincere
behavior free from hidden agendas [selfish motives]—literally, “without hypocrisy”
[unfeigned]. [idem]
It means being real. What you see is what you get, to use a modern idiom. This word is
found six times in the New Testament. The apostle Paul said that we were to let love be

without hypocrisy [Romans 12:9]
God wants to give us his wisdom. James, the brother of Jesus, tells us that receiving
wisdom from God needs to be asked in faith. [Next slide]

• “5 IF

ANY OF YOU LACKS WISDOM, LET HIM ASK

GOD,

WHO GIVES GENEROUSLY TO ALL WITHOUT REPROACH,

AND IT WILL BE GIVEN HIM. 6 BUT LET HIM ASK IN
FAITH, WITH NO DOUBTING, FOR THE ONE WHO DOUBTS
IS LIKE A WAVE OF THE SEA THAT IS DRIVEN AND
TOSSED BY THE WIND.

7 FOR

THAT PERSON MUST NOT

SUPPOSE THAT HE WILL RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM THE

LORD; 8

HE IS A DOUBLE-MINDED MAN, UNSTABLE IN

ALL HIS WAYS.”

(JAS 1:5-8 ESV)
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Let us pray that God will gift us with the faith to pray with assurance to receive God’s
perfect wisdom that is so superior to earthly wisdom. One day, earthly wisdom will no
longer exist. It will be replaced by God’s wisdom.
Let us thank God for his eternal Son Jesus who has lived the perfect life for us. Let us
put our trust in him. Strengthened by the Holy Spirit, let us live as God’s children. This
is who we truly are.
Let us pray that our life will be a reflection of the wisdom of God expressed in our
general attitude and in our behavior, to God’s glory.
Let us pray to be sincere and wholehearted.

