
August 8, 2021

Welcome to Grace Communion 
International  

1



2



Focus on what it says about God!
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It is a story of 
courage, daring, and sacrifice. Sometimes it is hard to see and accept that that the old self is in 
fact dead, as the Bible says.  Good works can never save anybody. Good works do not undo sin.  
Good works do not meet God’s righteousness.  We need to receive God’s righteousness by 
trusting in Jesus.   The only way to be able to have eternal life is to place our trust and faith in 
Jesus Christ, the perfect man who lived in our flesh and who never sinned, who never deviated 
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from the will of God the Father. It is only by trusting in him that we can have eternal life because he 
is the Way. He is the truth.  He is the life.   Since the old self is dead, God, in his grace has given us 
a new self, a new self hidden in Christ.  It is a new life we must accept.  This new life is Christ 

himself. This new life is hidden in Christ. “
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“Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” (John 2:16 

ESV)
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From www.pexels.com
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www.pexels.com

No corrupting talk: the Bible speaks a lot about the power of the tongue. God is very 

clear that our words have the potential to build up or to destroy. The way we speak with 

one another is a sign of the love we have for one another. Jesus said that the world will 

know that we are his disciples by the love we have for one another. The way we speak 

with one another is evidence of that love. 

God calls us “his beloved”. How encouraging it is when we talk with one another as 

God’s beloved children, precious in his eyes. 

How we perceive one another makes all the difference in how we speak with one 

another.

The tongue is very powerful. James, the brother of Jesus, describes the power of the 

tongue powerfully. The following is what he says:

“If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, 

this person’s religion is worthless.” (Jas 1:26 ESV)

“5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.     How great a 

forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
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unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, 

setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.” (Jas 3:5-6 ESV)

We need God’s help and the leading of the Holy Spirit to control our tongue because it 

can be so destructive if not kept in check by the love of God.

“but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.”

(Jas 3:8 ESV)

Proverbs and the apostle Peter described to us how healing the tongue can be and is when 

used in God’s love. Our speech,  as we are led by the Holy Spirit’s grace,  gives grace to 

those who hear us. The apostle Paul adds, “as it fits the occasion”. In other words, we are 

to use our tongue with wisdom.

“A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit.” (Pr 

15:4 ESV)

“For ‘Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his 

tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit’; (1 Pe 3:10 ESV)
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From www.pexels.com

Grieving the Holy Spirit: clear in this verse that the Holy Spirit is a person because a 

force or a thing cannot be grieved. The Holy Spirit is personal. He is the Spirit of the 

Father and the Spirit of the Son.

The seal of the Holy Spirit is a mark of ownership, a mark of possession or 

authentication. As we received the word of God who is Jesus, God is telling us that we 

belong. We respond by saying, “ Amen! I do belong to God and I am an adopted child 

profoundly loved by him”.

Jesus came to the earth so we can share in his relationship, in his eternal relationship 

with God the Father and the Holy Spirit,  the triune God who is eternal.  He came to 

share this godly love with us as the Holy Spirit now dwells in us.

If we resist or reject God’s love, we grieve the Holy Spirit, we grieve the heart of the 

Father and of Jesus, the heart of the one triune God. 

Our hope in Jesus is that we will share in this wonderful relationship of love united to 

our high priest Jesus Christ, our brother, for eternity. 
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This opportunity, by God’s grace, is extended to all human beings. He will never cause or 
force anyone to enter in this relationship of love, but he makes it possible for everyone to 
say yes, I want to belong? God’s desire is expressed in 1 Tim. “3 This is good, and it 

is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be 

saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, 

and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,” (1Ti 

2:3-5 ESV)

Jesus is always God’s Yes but God never takes our freedom to say yes or no to him. 

Hopefully very few will say no to this awesome and incredible invitation.
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• Bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor 
(loud cry done with great 
emotions [biblehub.com]), 
slander (abusive, insulting, 
offensive, venomous, baseless, 
defamatory language) must be 
put away as well as malice 
(vicious disposition, spite 
[(biblehub.com)]

Bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor (loud cry done with great emotions [biblehub.com]), 

slander (abusive, insulting, offensive, venomous, baseless, defamatory language) 

must be put away as well as malice (vicious disposition, spite [(biblehub.com)]

This is really a resume over the apostle Paul was inspired to write in the previous verses.
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“11  

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 

which wage war against your soul. 12  Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, 

so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and 

glorify God on the day of visitation.” (1Pe 2:11-12 ESV). This is the result of putting on the new 

self, of being God’s vehicles of grace.

Let us pray. 
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