Weekly bulletin
October 13, 2019

Thanksgiving: Let us thank God that he has revealed himself to his disciples. We are so blessed! “16 Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Col
3:16-17 ESV)

Please do not forget to pray for all the shut-ins and isolated brothers and sisters in our congregations Mrs. Jack and C.
Campbell (Fredericton) and J. Steffes (Caribou, Me), Mr. Ross Bathurst, P. Ward (Saint John) and others.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2019 (Please note some changes for Moncton and Saint John)
Times of worship services: Moncton – 10:30 AM every Sunday
Time of services in Saint John – October 27 2:30 PM. Services cancelled on October 13.
Communion-on the second and fourth Sunday of the month in Saint John of the month; and on the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sunday in Moncton.
Address: Moncton—70 King St. —Sage building, second floor;
Saint John—50 Newport Cres., Portland United church.
The next Discipleship groups Thursday, October 24 – 7:30 p.m. We will study 2nd Peter.
Should you have forgotten the password to enter “For members only” on the www.worshiphim.ca website, please do not
hesitate to contact Mr. Vautour.
Prayer: During this time, let us not forget to pray as the apostle Paul has instructed Timothy. Such encouragement in
those verses! “1 ¶ First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet
life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4
who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and
there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all,
which is the testimony given at the proper time.” (1Ti 2:1-6 ESV)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
A GOD OF CHAOS?

https://archive.gci.org/articles/a-god-of-chaos/
Do you ever feel you’re in a chaotic mess? I’m spending much of my time either trying to avoid chaos or get out
of it. Earlier this year—you know, New Year’s resolutions—I had the bright idea to reorganize my home office. I know
what, I’ll (meaning my husband) build some shelves in the office closet to hold the printers and other equipment taking
up my space.
Well, one thing led to another. Electrical and computer cables had to be redirected. Files had to be moved out of
the closet to make space for the shelves. Everything was piling up in my office, so we could hardly get in and out.
Moving that equipment into the closet allowed us to get rid of some furniture, which meant moving around the
other furniture. It was chaotic for days and it wasn’t long before I was apologizing to Ed and sorrowfully regretting my
bright idea.
But then, all was put back in order. I had more space. The office looked much better, and Ed didn’t hurt his back.
I promised him it would be years before I would change that office around again.
God likes order. It says in Genesis 1 that God created raw material out of nothing. And he took that chaotic
mass of raw material and made a universe out of it. One planet he focused on in particular was our earth.
Genesis 1:1-3 (New Revised Standard Version): “In the beginning when God created the heavens and
the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.” We know the rest
of the story.
With the subject of this article firmly in mind, I looked at several translations. The earth was “without form and
void”; “formless and empty”; “void and vacant”; “unformed and void”; and finally in the Living Bible, “a
shapeless, chaotic mass.”
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Yes, I finally found the words I was looking for: chaotic mass.
God makes order out of chaos. But then, as he made everything, didn’t God also make the chaos? He had to
make that shapeless, chaotic mass to begin with. Who is this God we worship? What’s he really like?
I know God is creative—wonderfully creative. No two snowflakes alike, no two fingerprints the same. When I
watch in wonder at cloud formations swirling around changing patterns or at the ever-changing colors in a sunset, I’m
looking at a moving canvas of art never to be repeated in quite the same way.
Before you scoff at abstract paintings, look at the most beautiful abstracts ever by viewing Hubble telescope’s
photos of the stars, nebulas and the constellations. Or look at organic structures under a microscope. No one can create
abstracts as beautiful as God creates.
And what about us humans? We start out tiny as the head of a pin, then through ingesting animal and vegetable
products we grow into adults. How can wheat, rice, milk, beef, green beans, or here where I live in Texas, chicken-fried
steak and biscuits and gravy grow a human being? Yet here we are, made out of a mess of seeds, grasses, fish and
animals.
A meteorologist studying weather patterns in the 1960s came to the conclusion that because of the endless
variations in the weather, we could never accurately predict the weather. It was too chaotic. The study was famous for
saying even the flutter of a butterfly’s wings could change the weather—the butterfly effect. This eventually led to what is
called Chaos Theory.
I won’t attempt to explain that theory, but in later studies what scientists considered chaotic: how weather
changes, how tree branches grow, how blood veins branch out, all individually different and unpredictable, some brainiac
came up with a formula that worked across these so-called chaotic patterns. To scientists’ astonishment, they found order
even in chaos. There’s so much we have yet to learn about the mind of God.
Our God is the greatest artist, greatest architect, scientist, biologist, zoologist, physicist—greatest everything
because he created everything. I wonder how much Christ knew in his physical form about what he created. The Bible
writers are more concerned with what Christ did and taught, so few are the clues to what Christ understood about the
world he lived in.
He changed water into wine. Did he understand the molecular structures he was working with? Did he need to?
He healed people. Again, did he know exactly how the healing took place? Not sure if it mattered to him. His purpose was
not to reveal the secrets of the universe but to redeem, reconcile and save us.
We live in a chaotic world full of people living chaotic lives. Before surrendering my will to God, I could describe
my life as “without form and void.” Many are out there living in desperation, yearning for some kind of escape from the
mess they’ve made of their lives. That’s where Christ comes in like the conquering hero he is.
Who is this God who calls himself the Creator? Jesus came to show us. He came
to reveal the sovereign God. Some say we can learn about God through looking at his creation. That may be true to a
point. As 17-century English poet John Milton wrote:

“The planets in their stations list’ning stood,
While the bright pomp ascended jubilant.
Open, ye everlasting gates, they sung,
Open, ye heavens, your living doors; let in
The great Creator from his work return’d
Magnificent, his six days’ work, a world”
(Paradise Lost).

Yes, a magnificent work indeed. But God cannot be examined through microscopes or telescopes. He is spiritual.
Jesus came to let us know who God really is. Even scientific minds marvel at his creation, but only Jesus could let us
know how much God loves us.

Sheila Graham
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We Are Not What We Experience
(from https://update.gci.org/2019/10/we-are-not-what-we-experience/)
Many in this world have experienced horrible, almost unspeakable circumstances. They have been
brought on by war, violence, illnesses, loss, and abandonment. These experiences mold us and
shape us; we develop defenses in an attempt to avoid being hurt more or forget the pain we
currently have. Unfortunately, the defenses don’t seem to “fix” the problem. So what do we need?
Maybe the answer is simpler than we realize—maybe we need a “safe place.” But is this safe place
a literal location? Or is it a “state of mind”?
Jesus came to this earth with the intention of experiencing all the evil that one could do to
another. Why would he do this? Maybe it’s so we could begin to consider that God himself has
experienced the worst this world has to offer…and it didn’t affect who or what he is. When he
ascended to the Father, he took with him all the horrible experiences one could do to another, and

By Mark Mounts
he paid the price for them. He is now offering us an identity that is in his love, which has no conditions attached…It’s a
“safe place to be.” This is what he is offering all of mankind. So, we are not what we experienced. It had a profound
effect on us, but it is not “who we are.” We are unconditionally loved children of God in Jesus and there is no safer place.
(Romans 8:17)
Prayer: Dear Father, Son, and Spirit, let me sense your presence in the midst of times of darkness and sorrow. This is
not what I am…I am unconditionally loved by you.

GCI principle website and Moncton Websites—www.gci.org, www.worshiphim.ca, www.facebook.com/GCIMoncton; For a wealth of helpful articles about
God, grace and his plan for salvation, who we are, etc., please see the GCI.org website. Contact Information: Pastor’s contact information: email—
evautour47@outlook.com
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