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SCRIPTURE
READING:
PS 25:1-10 AND
JEREMIAH 33:1416 (ESV)

CHRIST THE KING

“1 ¶ «OF DAVID.» TO YOU, O
LORD, I LIFT UP MY SOUL. 2 O MY
GOD, IN YOU I TRUST; LET ME NOT BE
PUT TO SHAME; LET NOT MY ENEMIES
EXULT OVER ME. 3 INDEED, NONE WHO
WAIT FOR YOU SHALL BE PUT TO

SHAME; THEY SHALL BE ASHAMED WHO
ARE WANTONLY TREACHEROUS.

4 MAKE
ME TO KNOW YOUR WAYS, O LORD;
TEACH ME YOUR PATHS. 5 LEAD ME IN
YOUR TRUTH AND TEACH ME, FOR YOU
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ARE THE GOD OF MY SALVATION; FOR YOU I WAIT ALL
THE DAY LONG. 6 REMEMBER YOUR MERCY, O LORD,
AND YOUR STEADFAST LOVE, FOR THEY HAVE BEEN
FROM OF OLD. 7 REMEMBER NOT THE SINS OF MY
YOUTH OR MY TRANSGRESSIONS; ACCORDING TO YOUR
STEADFAST LOVE REMEMBER ME, FOR THE SAKE OF
YOUR GOODNESS, O LORD! 8 ¶ GOOD AND UPRIGHT IS
THE LORD; THEREFORE HE INSTRUCTS SINNERS IN THE
WAY. 9 HE LEADS THE HUMBLE IN WHAT IS RIGHT, AND
TEACHES THE HUMBLE HIS WAY. 10 ALL THE PATHS OF
THE LORD ARE STEADFAST LOVE AND FAITHFULNESS,
FOR THOSE WHO KEEP HIS COVENANT AND HIS
TESTIMONIES.” (PS 25:1-10 ESV)

CHRIST THE KING

3

Jeremiah 33:14-16 “14 “Behold, the days are
coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for
David, and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah
will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely.
And this is the name by which it will be called:
‘The LORD is our righteousness.’” (Jer 33:14-16
ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING GOD
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SURE AND GLORIOUS
PROMISES OF HOPE
AMEN
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We are now entering the first Sunday of the season of Advent as we prepare for the
celebration of the birth of our Saviour, Jesus.
When Jesus became incarnate in our flesh, it was an incarnation onto the cross. Jesus
entered our world, which the apostle Paul describes as the “present evil age”.
In her book, THE CRUCIFIXION, Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ, Fleming
Rutledge writes the following, “From the perspective of the old and new Testaments,
the whole creation has gone drastically awry. The incarnation of the Son of God should
not be understood as the divine benediction on all that is. It was an incarnation onto
the cross, and therefore an incarnation that sets a question mark over against the way
things are.
‘From beginning to end, the holy Scriptures testify that the predicament of fallen
humanity is so serious, so grave, so irremediable from within, that nothing short of the
divine intervention can rectify it.’ Page 127
The celebration of the incarnation, of the birth of our Saviour, is therefore a life-saving
event for the world.

To have God himself coming to this world in the person of Jesus to be born unto the
cross testifies to the very serious and hopeless state of humanity without him.
In the beginning of December, my wife gets out the decorations in preparation for
Christmas. She puts candles in the windows. She gets out of the manger scene. She
puts beautiful decorations in various places in the house.
When the weather permits, we put lights outside, signifying and testifying to our hope
of the one who is our true Hope, Jesus Christ.

For me, the celebration of Christmas is both a joyous time with mixed-in sadness. I feel
joy for the surpassing hope this world has in Christ. I rejoice in the hope we have as we
celebrate the coming to this world of the divine child, Jesus.
I feel sadness that we celebrate Christmas with some people who call themselves
unbelievers and who celebrate it as a civic celebration having no clue who Jesus is and
what Jesus did on their behalf. We celebrate with others who believe in Jesus but yet
who do not understand what living in a faith that leads to obedience means.
I am also very thankful because I know that Jesus coming to this earth to live a perfect
life in my stead, in my place and to die undeservedly on a cross was a death that he
took on his shoulders for undeserving me and for the undeserving world. His coming
into this world as a helpless child is testimony to his astonishing love for us.
• What an act of humiliation to be conceived by the Holy Spirit in a woman who was
not yet married.
• What humiliation that he was born in a place reserved for animals.
• What humiliation that he came to this world unrecognized as the eternal Son of God.
• What humiliation that he was the true light of the world and the world ran away
despised this true Light. When I say world, I mean everyone.
Jesus came to the world to change the lostness of all humanity.
During today’s sermon, we are going to go back to what God inspired Jeremiah to write
in chapters 30 to 33.
Before we look at these chapters, it would be good for us to consider the following
facts about our modern world. This will help us to realize that what we see in Jeremiah
also show our great need to God’s loving grace, justice and mercy.

Christianity is the dominant religion in South
Africa, with almost 80% of the population in 2001
professing to be Christian. No single denomination
predominates, with
mainstream Protestant churches, Pentecostal chur
ches, African initiated churches, and
the Catholic Church all having significant numbers
of adherents. (from Google Search)
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With that high number of people who profess to be followers of Jesus Christ, you
would think that South Africa would have been a peaceful nation where people have a
high esteem of one another regardless of race and ethnic background. We know that
this was not the case as oppression of the black people by the minority white was
suffocating. Racism within the Caucasian race and within the black community
continues.
According to statistics, there are 49 murders every day in South Africa.
These numbers certainly do not reflect the teachings of Jesus Christ. South Africa
needs the Hope of hope.

Wikipedia reported that 93% of Rwandans profess to be
Christians. 56.9% are Roman Catholics; 26% Protestant and
11.1% Seventh-day Adventist
In the United States, 70.6% profess to believe in Jesus.
(25.4% – evangelicals; mainline Protestants 14.7%;
historically black Protestants 6.5%; Catholics 20.8%;
Mormons 1.8%; Jehovah's Witness 0.8%; Orthodox
Christians 0.5%; other Christians 0.4%) (from
CHRIST THE KING
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1- Again one would think that Rwanda, with so many people identifying with Jesus,
would be a very peaceful country. In 1994, between April 7 and July, an estimated
500,000 to 1,000,000 were killed. These were fellow Africans, fellow Rwandans turning
against one another, killing and brutalizing one another. What a paradox that is.

2- In the US, in 2016, there were a total of 17,250 people reported killed, the number
of murders increasing by about 8.6% in comparison to 2015.
Gun violence in the United States results in tens of thousands of deaths and injuries
annually. In 2013, there were 73,505 nonfatal firearm injuries (23.2 injuries per
100,000 persons), and 33,636 deaths due to "injury by firearms" (10.6 deaths per
100,000 persons). (google search).
The USA needs the Hope of hope.

Religion in Canada encompasses a wide range of
groups and beliefs. Christianity is the largest religion
in Canada, with Roman Catholics having the most
adherents. Christians, representing 67.3% of the
population in 2011, are followed by people having no
religion with 23.9% of the total population (google search)

https://nationalpost.
com/news/canada/c
anadians-may-bevacating-the-pewsbut-they-arekeeping-the-faithpoll
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Again with such a high number of people professing to be Christians, one would think
that mentioning the name of Jesus in public or praying to God in public would be
welcomed. In many circles, it is not so.

We know very well that in Canada that we are not immune from horrendous damaging
behaviours. We just need to look or listen to the news every day to confirm it.
Canada needs the Hope of hope!
Looking at Jeremiah, in spite of what we see around us, we can see tremendous hope
found in Jesus Christ.
As we read Jeremiah, it is important to realize that God is absolutely not indifferent to
sin. It stirs up his anger. There are consequences to walking apart from God. The nation
of Judah and Israel incurred God’s wrath because, living independently from God, they
descended into aberrant behaviors. God was not going to let injustices of all kinds go
without punishment and consequences.

God is merciful. He is also just. We are going to see those qualities of God as we
proceed in this sermon and consider quickly some of what he says in Jeremiah.
As we read in Jeremiah chapter 32, Zedekiah the king of Judah imprisoned Jeremiah
because Jeremiah prophesied that Jerusalem would be given into the hand of the king
of Babylon.
Jeremiah telling Zedekiah that the king of Babylon would capture him and that he
would not escape from his hands was not good news! Jerusalem would be burned and
some of its inhabitants would be killed and others taken captive – not good news!
There was a call to repentance which neither the king nor the people took seriously.
In those chapters, God condemns Judah and Israel for their blatant disregard of God.
Having no regard for God, they fell into all kinds of sinful behaviours. (Next slide)

DISREGARD FOR GOD LEADS TO SINFUL
BEHAVIOR
• OFFERINGS WERE MADE TO BAAL;
• DRINK OFFERINGS POURED OUT TO OTHER GODS;
• (JEREMIAH 32:33 "THEY HAVE TURNED TO ME THERE BACK AND NOT THEIR FACE"
(MEANING AN ACT OF DEFIANCE (ESV STUDY BIBLE);
• THEY HAVE NOT LISTENED TO GOD'S INSTRUCTION; THEY SET UP ABOMINATIONS
IN THE HOUSE THAT IS CALLED BY GOD'S NAME, TO DEFILE IT;
• THEY OFFERED THEIR SONS AND DAUGHTERS TO MOLECH;
• THEY BUILD THE HIGH PLACES OF BAAL IN THE VALLEY OF THE SON OF HINNOM

(THE VALLEY OF HINNOM IS THE MODERN NAME FOR THE VALLEY SURROUNDING
JERUSALEM'S OLD CITY, INCLUDING MOUNT ZION – GOOGLE SEARCH)
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God’s anger was aroused and he punished them.
The following is part of Jeremiah’s prayer.
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• “21 YOU BROUGHT YOUR PEOPLE ISRAEL OUT OF THE LAND OF
EGYPT WITH SIGNS AND WONDERS, WITH A STRONG HAND AND
OUTSTRETCHED ARM, AND WITH GREAT TERROR. 22 AND YOU
GAVE THEM THIS LAND, WHICH YOU SWORE TO THEIR FATHERS
TO GIVE THEM, A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY. 23
AND THEY ENTERED AND TOOK POSSESSION OF IT. BUT THEY
DID NOT OBEY YOUR VOICE OR WALK IN YOUR LAW. THEY DID
NOTHING OF ALL YOU COMMANDED THEM TO DO. THEREFORE
YOU HAVE MADE ALL THIS DISASTER COME UPON THEM. 24
BEHOLD, THE SIEGE MOUNDS HAVE COME UP TO THE CITY TO
TAKE IT, AND BECAUSE OF SWORD AND FAMINE AND PESTILENCE
THE CITY IS GIVEN INTO THE HANDS OF THE CHALDEANS WHO
ARE FIGHTING AGAINST IT. WHAT YOU SPOKE HAS COME TO
PASS, AND BEHOLD, YOU SEE IT.” (JER 32:21-24 ESV)
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In spite of their turning against God and the horrible things they did, God was going to
be faithful to his promises. His love for his chosen nation would not end.
“36 ‘Now therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this city of which
you say, “It is given into the hand of the king of Babylon by sword, by famine, and by
pestilence”: 37 Behold, I will gather them from all the countries to which I drove them
in my anger and my wrath and in great indignation. I will bring them back to this place,
and I will make them dwell in safety. 38 And they shall be my people, and I will be their
God. 39 I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me forever, for their
own good and the good of their children after them. 40 I will make with them an
everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good to them. And I will put
the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me. 41 I will rejoice in doing
them good, and I will plant them in this land in faithfulness, with all my heart and all my
soul.’ (Jer 32:36–41 ESV)

These are incredible promises what an amazing God who is able to give people new
heart, a new life so that they will be able to have a relationship with him!

The nation of Israel and the world has not yet experience what God has promised in
these verses. God being truth, being merciful, being just, being long-suffering and
persistent will bring all his promises to fruition at the return of Jesus. There will be
peace on earth when Jesus establishes the fullness of his kingdom!
Everyone wants justice for horrible things done to them.
On September 2, 1990, the murder occurred in New York City that horrified the nation.
The Watkins family from Provo, Utah, a father and mother with their two barely grown
sons, had come joyfully to the city for a long-anticipated trip to attend the U.S. Open
tennis matches. While waiting on the subway platform for the train to Flushing
Meadows, the family was assaulted by a band of four youths. The older of the two sons
went to his mother’s rescue as she was being kicked in the face, and he was killed in the
attempt. The judge, Edwin Torres, sentence all four attackers to life without parole, the
toughest sentence possible in New York at that time, and in doing so issue the striking
statement expressing grave alarm for a society in which ’a band of marauders can
surround, pounce upon, and kill a boy in front of his parents (and then) stride up the
block to Roseland and dance until 4 AM as if they had stepped on an insect. For a
mother to hold a dying child in her arms, murdered before her very eyes, is a visitation
that the devil himself would hesitate to conjure up. That cannot go unpunished. (THE
CRUCIFIXION Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ by Fleming Rutledge page 130)
When horrible things happen to us, we want the perpetrators to pay. We want justice.
We can be very joyful as we prepare for the celebration of the coming of the Son of
God to this earth because Jesus took upon himself all the horrendous injustice that we
humans have inflicted on one another. He went to the cross and paid the cost of
injustice for both the perpetrators and the victims in full so that we can have life.
Let us reread the wonderful promise he has made to Jeremiah.

“14 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD,
when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up
for David, and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will
be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is
the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our
righteousness.’ 17 ¶ “For thus says the LORD: David
shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house
of Israel, 18 and the Levitical priests shall never lack a
man in my presence to offer burnt offerings, to burn
grain offerings, and to make sacrifices forever.”” (Jer
33:14-18 ESV)
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These are fantastic promises not only for the nation of Israel but for all people.
These promises are pointing to Jesus Christ who now stands for all mankind as the
perfect man at the very throne of God as the perfect King and perfect high priest! In
Christ, our hope is found! He is the hope of all people including all of us. We all deserve
to die because as the apostle Paul says, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God” (Romans 3:23),
Everyone who comes to faith in Jesus Christ becomes a descendent of Abraham and
becomes a part of the new Israel as we read in the New Testament.
God extended hope to the people living during Jeremiah’s time in the midst of all their
rebelliousness and trouble they were facing as a result of their abandoning God; they
preferred idols to God. Through the mouth and writing of Jeremiah, God gave these
people hope. Even if they abandoned God, God would not abandon them.
Under the old covenant, the nation of Israel was living in between the time of Adam
and Eve’s rebellion against God until the time of the birth, life, death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ when he put an end to the old covenant and began the new covenant as

promise in Jeremiah!
We are also living in between the time, in the last days, waiting for the return of Jesus
Christ.
The awesome Hope that we have in this divine child’s whose birth is celebrated on
December 25 is real. That the world gets is wrong is no excuse for us not to celebrate
such an incredible event. Whether it is the right data are not is secondary. What is
important is that we rejoice because God has come into this world in the person of
Jesus to rescue us from the darkness that would lead to eternal death if he did not
intervene. He rescued us because all of us were drowning and dying. He came to give us
life and in his time to renew and restore all things. When we think of the birth of Jesus,
the eternal divine son of God, we also think of the perfect world that is to come when
the new Jerusalem comes down from heaven where sin and death will no longer have
any place.
Jesus is the hope of every man and woman who has ever lived, who lives and who will
live until his return. The people of Judah appeared to be hopeless because of their
chosen estrangement from God. God promised that he would change things around.
And he did! We don’t see the full results yet but we will see the results at the return of
Jesus.
We don’t have time to go there today but in Romans 9, 10 and 11, Paul writes about
the hope that he has for Israel. His hope is so great that he ends this part of the letter
with a doxology—praising of God in Romans 11:33–36. I encourage you to read it as
you can these chapters again.
In a short sermon it is difficult to capture all that God has done, is doing and will do.
The important thing for us to do is to have our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ, fully God and
fully man. It is he who is our true hope. Only he can change our world into a better and
trouble-free world. He is our hope as we believe in his faithfulness. He is our hope
because one day, as adopted children, at his appearance, we shall be like him because
we shall see him as he is. It is this hope in him that purifies us because he is pure
(paraphrase of 1 John 3:2–3).
With Israel and Judah, nations will acknowledge that “The Lord is our righteousness”!
Praise be to God!
Let us pray!

