
¢ƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ƛǎ άDƻŘ aŀŘŜ ŀ ²ŀȅέ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘ ǳǎŜŘ 
!ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ   
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Scripture reading is taken from Genesis 22: 1 -14 and will be read by Mike Farrell
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!ǎ ǿŜ ƘǳƳōƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ LǎŀŀŎΣ ǿŜ 
find a story rich with symbolism and meaning, and points to a much greater purpose. 
There is so much to learn and time only permits we touch on a few things today.

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ 
ƭƛŦŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΣ 
we will learn as we dive into this story some great lessons about God working in the 
life of one man. 
²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ƳŀǊǾŜƭƻǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
epitome of a life transformed by God - Abraham became a patriarch of faith.

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ 
regardless of how young or old we are. When God makes the way, we know we can 
trust the outcome.

And when we think about it, sacrifice is not always easy. Some have lost friends, 
relationships, jobs, and in countries where religious persecution exists, people have 
lost their lives. For example, according to Christianity Today, ά9ǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣ 8 Christians 
worldwide are killed because of their faith. On a weekly basis, 182 churches or 
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Christian buildings are attacked and every month, 309 Christians are imprisoned 
ǳƴƧǳǎǘƭȅέΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜǎΤ ōǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ 
tell. We also can take comfort knowing that God walks with us through every storm, 
ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦ

https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/january/top-christian-persecution-
open-doors-2020-world-watch-list.html
Image: https://publicdomainvectors.org/en/free-clipart/Abrahams-
drawing/59727.html

9



Turning back to the scripture reading, and as we consider those who may read it for 
the first time, this story would be very difficult to swallow. Who would ask such a 
thing of a parent. !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳǎ to get into that aspect entirely, one 
ƴƻǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ Ŏǳƭǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
sacrifice, so this would not seem unusual to them, but we shall see that this is not 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅΦ 

²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΣ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ 
righteous, and that love and mercy for humanity is being carried out.  Romans 8:32 
says...

> As we continue on, we shall see how the entire scene is played out and the 
ƳŀǊǾŜƭƻǳǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
that his plan of salvation was designed from before the days of our birth.
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AND as we consider this command from God asking Abraham to sacrifice his beloved 
son Isaac - The son whom both Sarah and Abraham waited to have for many years. 
They were 90 and 100 years old. There is nothing normal about it. Even with our 
current modern advances in technology having a child at 90 would certainly be a 
ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘΦ CƻǊ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
child. Therefore, the circumstances involving the birth of Isaac was no less than a 
divine miracle, which also points to a divine purpose being realized.

https://pixabay.com/
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¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ ннΥму ǘƘŀǘ άin your offspring all the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘέΦ 

In addition, God made a similar promise in Genesis 12:1-3 several years earlier. These 
scriptures tell us that God told Abraham to leave his country, his relatives, and his 
ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ŀ 
great nation. Abraham went as God commanded without knowing how God would 
fulfill that promise but he did know that he could trust God to do what he said. 

https://pixabay.com/
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!ǎ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ aŀȄ [ǳŎŀŘƻΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άFaith 
never knows where it is being led, but it loves the One Who is leading. It is a life of 
ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ƴƻǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ²Ƙƻ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ άƎƻέ~ 
Lucado, Inspirational Bible p.14

Abraham obeyed that call using faith in God as his anchor. 
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That life of faith and being led by God is just one of those lessons we learn from 
!ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ !ǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ D/L ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ ¢ƪŀŎƘΣ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǘƻǇƛŎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ άThe God who Provides,Mr. Tkach stated that God desires we trust him 
and sacrifice from our heart. He goes onto to say that,  ƛǘΩǎ ά

https://update.gci.org/2016/07/the-god-who-
provides/). Those sacrifices can come at a cost but we can trust God to see us 
through.

As we continue to navigate through these times of uncertainty, we may not know the 
details for we see through a glass darkly, but we do know that God provides the way 
ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ άŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘέΦ 

God has seen us through many changes in our Church bringing us out of our legalistic 
thinking and continues to lead us through these difficult times. He has provided a way 
for us to continue to meet using the technology available. Who would have thought 
that would have been even a possibility even a year ago? It reminds me that God is 
faithful and always provides what we need, when we need it.
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As we study the life of Abraham further and look at those years in between Genesis 
12 and Genesis 22, we see that they were years of transformation for him. He 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ During this time in his life, Abraham 
did not see clearly, although he had a desire to please God. He faltered and tried to 
take matters in his own hands. For example, 

1. He tried to pass off his wife Sarah as his sister at one point and almost gets them 
both killed. 

2. Abraham and Sarah tried to take matters in their own hands and help God along 
ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ !ǎ ǿŀǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ 
has a child named Ishmael with Hagar, the maid, who he sent away.

3. He falls down laughing at God and his wife laughs at God ςthey thought it was 
incredible what God was telling them ςhow could they possibly have a child at 
their age.

God allowed us to see ƛƴǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘŎƻƳƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ǿŜ ǘƻƻ 
stumble and fall but God is merciful. He helps us to get back up and keep on going. As 
ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇŜŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ  ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ 
faithful and continued to use Abraham for a divine purpose because God saw 
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Abraham as righteous. God was the one who gave Abraham His righteousness. 
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Chapter 12 (Past) Chapter 22 (Future)

Leave your country Take your son

Your people Your only son Isaac

And your fatherôs houseWhom you love

And go to the land And go to a mountain

That I will show you (12:1) I will tell you about (22:2)

As we continue to think about the life of Abraham, we see that there is much going 
on in this story.  Rutledge Fleming (author, theologian and preacher in her book, 
ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴέύ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
very long time.  God does that with us tooΧΦŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŜǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻǳǊ ŀƎŜ ƻǊ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ 
God to see us through, because Hebrews 12:2 reminds us that Jesus is the author and 
ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ hǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǎŀȅǎΣ άǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘέ

What is interesting between both chapters is the similarities in how the story is told 
based on the time that God commanded Abraham to leave his country and this new 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƴƻǿΥ  
Lƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мнΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ 
and go to a land that the Lord would show him.  In Chapter 22, Abraham is 
commanded take his son, is only son Isaac, the son whom he loved and had waited 
to have for many years, and to go to a mountain, in which the Lord would tell him 
about.
As you can see, In Chapter 12 Abraham is asked to cut himself off from the past. In 
chapter 22, Abraham is asked to cut himself off from the future. 
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This test of faith in his present life is a defining moment, because the path Abraham 
was asked to take is much more than meets the eye. Abraham is asked to burn up the 
charter of salvation by sacrificing his son ςthe son that God promised would become 
the heir of a great nation. This meant only death and the grave would follow. 
(
It would appear at this point that things seem hopeless.
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Walton, John H.. Genesis (The NIV Application 
Commentary) (pp. 514-515). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.

The NIV commentary offers further insight into these points. It points out that Isaac 
was a gift involving blessings of land and nationhood. The test is really one of 
obedience and trustΦ LǘΩǎ άŀ ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘΦ Lǘ ŀǎƪǎ 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘέΦ 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǎǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ 
demonstrate to himself, to Isaac, to the world, but most of all to God that his faith is 
not driven by what he will receive out of it but by his commitment to God 

God and God alone motivates his faithτhe is willing to give up all he stands to 
ƎŀƛƴΣ ŀƭƭ ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƘŜ ƘƻǇŜǎ ŦƻǊέΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ 
and trust confirmed to God that he now knew that Abraham feared God, because 
DŜƴŜǎƛǎ ннΥмн ǎŀȅǎΣ άbƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŀǊ DƻŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘƘŜƭŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻƴέ

bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ 
ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ ннΥр ǘƘŀǘ άǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳέΦ 

Abraham trusted that God would intervene and that both he and Isaac would return 
to where is servants waited. And even if God chose not to intervene Abraham still left 
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ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ DƻŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅΦ ό²ŀƭǘƻƴΣ WƻƘƴ IΦΦ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ 
(The NIV Application Commentary) (pp. 514-515). Zondervan. Kindle Edition)
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Off course we need to look at the physical journey that Abraham and Isaac embarked 
on. To set the backdrop for this journey, Abraham and Isaac travelled about 50-60 
ƳƛƭŜǎΦ Lǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ .ŜŜǊǎƘŜōŀ ǘƻ aƻǳƴǘ aƻǊƛŀƘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
quite the journey on donkey, and if Abraham wanted to change his mind, he 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ōǳǘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ 

He was faithful to God, and we may also wonder what they talked about on this 
journey but the story teller makes it plain what was discussed. 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƭȅ 
ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ 
ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǿŀǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ Abraham believed God 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƻǿΦ 

Hebrews 11 ςƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ƴƻǿΦ
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