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Scripture Reading

Genesis 22:1- 14

Scripture reading is taken from Genesis 22t4 and will be read by Mike Farrell



1. After these things God tested Abraham and said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.”

2. He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as
a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which | shall
tell you.”

3. So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and
his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering
and arose and went to the place of which God had told
him.
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After these things God tested Abraham and said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.”

He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and
go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering
on one of the mountains of which | shall tell you.”

So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and
took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he
cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the
place of which God had told him.




4.0n the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw
the place from afar.

5. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with
the donkey; | and the boy will go over there and
worship and come again to you.”

6. And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and
laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire
and the knife. So they went both of them together.
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On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place
from afar.

Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the
donkey; | and the boy will go over there and worship and come
again to you."

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on
Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So
they went both of them together.




7. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he
said, “Here | am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”

8. Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a

burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them
together.

9. When they came to the place of which God had told him,
Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order
and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of
the wood.
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And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said,
“Here | am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”

Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

When they came to the place of which God had told him,
Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood.



10.Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the
knife to slaughter his son.

1. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here |
am.”

12.He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him, for now | know that you fear God,
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only
son, from me.”

@GRACE COMMUNION

INTERNATIONATL

10. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to
slaughter his son.

1.  But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said,
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.”

12. He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him,
for now | know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld
your son, your only son, from me.”




13. And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and
behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket
by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram

and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his
son.

14. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The
Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the
mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”
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13. And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind
him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham

went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering
instead of his son.

14. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”;

as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be
provided.”



These are the words of our Living God.

Thank you Father because we can
place our trust in you, even when
circumstances seem impossible.

Amen
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These are the words of our Living God.

Thank you Father because we can place our trust in you, even when
circumstances seem impossible.

Amen



Abraham

C Symbolism and
mMmeaning

C A life transformed by
God

C A patriarch of faith

GRACE COMMUNION
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&4 S KdzYof e | LIINEI OK D2RQa ¢2NR | yR f 22
find a story rich with symbolism and meaning, and points to a much greater purpose.
There is so much to learn and time only permits we touch on a few things today.

2SS gAft aSS (UKIFG D2R 62NJ SR GKNRdAzZAK ! 6 NI
fATSd 99Sy (K2dzaAK GKS alF ONATAOS asSSvya (2
we will learn as we dive into this story some great lessons about God working in the

life of one man.

2 KSYy KS R2Sax (GKS OKIy3aS Aa YINBSt2dzad 2
epitome of a life transformed by Gedh\braham became a patriarch of faith.

LY FRRAGAZ2YS 0N} KFYQa SEIFYLXS (SFOKSa dz
regardless of how young or old we are. When God makes the way, we know we can
trust the outcome.

And when we think about itsacrifice is not always easy. Some have lost friends,
relationships, jobs, and in countries where religious persecution exists, people have
lost their lives. For example, according to Christianity Taildy,d S N& Chistiads
worldwide are killed because of their faith. On a weekly basis, 182 churches or



Christian buildings are attacked and every month, 309 Christians are imprisoned
dzy2dzaifeéd alye 2F dza R2 y2i FFOS (GK2aSs
tell. We also can take comfort knowing that God walks with us through every storm,
SOSYy 6KSy 6S OFlyQil aSS 2dzNJ gl & (GKNRdIzZIK®

https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/january/toghristianpersecution
open-doors2020world-watchlist.html

Image: https://publicdomainvectors.org/en/freelipart/Abrahams
drawing/59727.html



Love and Mercy

“He who did not spare his own
Son but gave him up for us all,
how will he not also with him

graciously give us all things? “
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Turning back to the scripture reading, and as we consider those who may read it for

the first time, this story would be very difficult to swallow. Who would ask such a
thingofaparent! f (| K2 dzZ2K (A Y S toR& Bta yidDaspett entir@lygonelzd
y20S A& GKIFIG ' 0NYKFYQa FlYAf@ 61 a &dzZNNER dz
sacrifice, so this would not seem unusual to them, but we shall see that this is not
D2RQa ¢l &

2 KSYy ¢S dzy RSNREUI YR (GKS LJzN1J]2&S 06SKAYR D2
righteous, and that love and mercy for humanity is being carried Baimans 8:32

says..He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all,

how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? “

> As we continue onye shall see how the entire scene is played out and the
YFENBSt2dza LIX Iy (GKFd D2R KFa F2N) KdzYl yAde
that his plan of salvation was designed from before the days of our birth.
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Divine
Purpose
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AND as we consider this command from God asking Abraham to sacrifice his beloved
son Isaae The son whom both Sarah and Abraham waited to have for many years.

They were 90 and 100 years old. There is nothing normal abdiset withour

current modern advances in technology having a child at 90 would certainly be a
AGNBUOK® C2NJ ¢S 1y2¢ UGKIG AGQa y24 GKS i
child. Therefore, the circumstances involving the birth of Isaac was no less than a

divine miracle, which also points to a divine purpose being realized.

https://pixabay.com/
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“and in your
offspring all the
nations of the
earth shall be

blessed”
GRAC_E CQMML}NIQN
¢CKFi RAO Ay LJdzN1J2 &S G221 &KFLIS Ay Ylyeé S
LINEYA&S G2 ! 0N} KEY gKSy ikySurdiféphngallthy DSy Sa
y6IEGA2ya 2F GKS SINIK g2dAZ R 06S of SaaSRed

In addition, God made a similar promise in Genesis 12skveral years earlier. These
scriptures tell us that God told Abraham to leave his country, his relatives, and his
FIFGKSNQa FrYAfexs FyR D2R g2dzZ R 60fSaa KAY
great nation Abraham went as God commanded without knowing how God would

fulfill that promisebut he did know that he could trust God to do what he said.

https://pixabay.com/

12



Faith

“Faith never knows where it is being
led, but it loves the One Who is
leading. It is a life of faith, not of
intellect and reason, but a life of
knowing Who makes us “go”
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18 LIRAYGSR 2dzi o6& alBE [dOFR23T / KARAGAL Y

never knows where it is being led, but it loves the One Who is leading. It is a life of
FIAGKE y28 2F AyiaSttSOG FYyR NBI&2y X 06 dz
Lucado, Inspirational Bible p.14

Abrahamobeyed that call usinaith in God as hisnchor.

13



Trusting God

“a willingness to give up our distrust
and unbelief and count on God to
provide the way into fellowship and
communion with him, even when we
can't see the way forward”
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That life of faith and being led by God is just one of those lessons we learn from

l 9N} K YQa tAFTSd 'a RA&aOdzaaSR o6& 2yS 27F 2
0 2 LIA O TheiGod whdProvidedr. Tkach stated that God desires we trust him

and sacrifice from our heart. He goes onto to say tiati &willihgness to

give up our distrust and unbelief and count on God to provide the

way into fellowship and communion with him, even when we

can’t see the way forward” (https://update.gci.org/2016/07/thegodwho-

provides/). Those sacrifices can come at a cost but we can trust God to see us

through.

As we continue to navigat¢hrough these times of uncertainty, we may not know the
details forA we see through a glass darkly, but we dg know thatAGod proyides the way
Fd ¢S GNXzAdG Ay KAY aS@Sy oKSy ¢S Olyyz2i

God has seen us through many change®ur Church bringing us out of our legalistic
thinking and continues to lead us through these difficult times. He has provided a way
for us to continue to meet using the technology available. Who would have thought
that would have been even a possibility even a year ago? It reminds me that God is
faithful and always provides what we need, when we need it.

14



Years in Between

1. Pretended Sarah was his sister
2. Had a child with Hagar, the maid

3. Laughed when God told him he
would have a child

@GRACE COMMUNION

INTERNATIONATL

As we study the life of Abraham further and look at those years in between Genesis

12 and Genesis 22, we stmat they were years of transformatiorior him. He
OSNIFAYyfe& RARYQUG adi IDiAg tisdiie in-h lifd, AbtahatnNA | N
did not see clearly, although he had a desire to please Bedaltered and tried to

take matters in his own hands. For example,

1. Hetried to pass off his wife Sarah as his sister at one point and almost gets them
both killed.

2. Abraham and Sarah tried to take matters in their own hands and help God along
GAGK Fdzf FAEEAY3 KAa LINBYAASD !'a gl & YSy
has a child named Ishmael with Hagar, the maid, who he sent away.

3. He falls down laughing at God and his wife laughs at@@bdy thought it was
incredible what God was telling thegthow could they possibly have a child at
their age.

Godallowedustosea yi2 ! 0N} K YQa aK2NIL O2YAy3a I yR
stumble and fall but God is merciful. He helps us to get back up and keep on going. As
S O2ylGAydzS (2 LISSNIAyG2 GKS gAYyR2g 2F |
faithful and continued to use Abraham for a divine purpose bec&se saw
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Abraham as righteou$sod was the one who gave Abraham His righteousness.
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Past, Present, Future

Chapter 12 (Past) Chapter 22 (Future)

Leave your country Take your son

Your people Your only son Isaac

And your f at her 6 8%Whomgau e

And go to the land And go to a mountain

That | will show you (12:1) I will tell you about (22:2)
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As we continue to think about the life of Abraham, we see that there is much going

on in this story. Rutledge Fleming (author, theologian and preacher in her book,
GAGf SRE a¢KS / NUZOAFTAEAZ2YEU0 LRAyGAEA 2dzi
very long time.God does thatwith ustoX ®F N2 Y (G KS o6S3IAYyYyAy3d |
GKS SYR 2F 2dzNJ t AgSa Ayili2 SGSNyAaAideod LI
God to see us through, because Hebrews 12:2 reminds us that Jesus is the author and
FAYAAKSNI 2F 2dzNJ FFAGKD® hNJlFa GKS 9y3fAak
LISNFSOGSNI 2F 2dzNJ FF AGKE

K
Y
R

What is interesting between both chapters is the similarities in how the story is told

based on the time that God commanded Abraham to leave his country and this new
O2YYlFIYyR (2 alFONARFAOS KA&a azyo [SiQa 221
Ly / KFELIISNI mux !'06NXYKFY Aa G2tR G2 fSI @S
and go to a land that the Lord would show him. In Chapter 22, Abraham is

commanded take his son, is only son Isaac, the son whom he loved and had waited

to have for many years, and to go to a mountain, in which the Lord would tell him

about.

As you can see, In Chapter 12 Abraham is asked to cut himself off from the past. In
chapter 22, Abraham is asked to cut himself off from the future.

16



This test of faith in his present life is a defining moment, becaulse path Abraham

was asked to take is much more than meets the eye. Abraham is asked to burn up the
charter of salvation by sacrificing his spthe son that God promised would become

the heir of a great nation. This meant only death and the grave would follow.
(Fleming, The Crucifixion, 2015, p. 262 — 263).

It would appear at this point that things seem hopeless.

16



Obedience and Trust

“God and God alone motivates his faith —
he is willing to give up all he stands to
gain, all he loves, all he hopes for”

@GRACE COMMUNION
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The NIV commentary offers further insight into these points. It points out that Isaac
was a gift involving blessings of land and nationhood. The test is really one of
obedienceandtrusb LG Qa &l GS&ad 2F ! 0N} Kl YQa NB
GKSOHGKSNI ! 6N KIYQa (NM¥zad A& NBFffte& Ay D
¢tKS O2YYSyidlINR O2yiGAydzZSa ¢AGK adlFdAay3
demonstrate to himself, to Isaac, to the world, but most of all to God that his faith is
not driven by what he will receive out of it but by his commitment to God

God and God alone motivates his faithhe is willing to give up all he stands to

ALAYS it KS f2106R>63 tOF WS KRADEERS (F 20NE D]
and trust confirmed to God that he now knew that Abraham feared God, because
DSySaAa HHYMH &dl&aX dab2g L 1y2¢6 0GKIG @&2dz
FNRY YS @2dzNJ az2zys @2dzNJ 2yfteé azyé

N} KI'Y Nz D2R

I 6 K
KAd &ASNUIyi&a Ay DSy
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Abraham trusted that God would intervene and that both he and Isaac would return
to where is servants waited. And even if God chose not to intervene Abraham still left
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(The NIV Application Commentary) (pp. 88¥5). Zondervan. Kindle Edition)
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Off course we need to look at the physical journey that Abraham and Isaac embarked

on. To set the backdrop for this journey, Abraham and Isaac travelled abeif 50
YAfSad LG (221 lFo2dzi GKNBS RlIeéa G2 GNI @S
quite the journey on donkey, antiAbraham wanted to change his mindhe
OSNIIAyfe KIFIR GKS GAYS (2 0Gdz2NYy | NRdzyR |y

He was faithful to God, and we may also wonder what they talked about on this
journey but the story teller makes it plain what was discussed.

¢tKS F20dza FyR RAaOdzaarz2y 61Fa 2y D2R I yR
gKIFEG D2R | 81SR® ¢KSNB gla y2 (dz2NyAy3 ol O
GSadGAy3 ! 0N KIFYQa Tl Al KRozhafroslidvedGod 61 & Y S
g2dZ R LINPPARS S@Sy G(K2dzZZK KS RARY QiU 1y26
Hebrews 1x K Sf LJa dza (2 &aSS GKAa Of SIFNIeéeo [ SiQ:
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