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SCRIPTURE
READING:

“13 THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS WAS
AT HAND, AND JESUS WENT UP TO
JERUSALEM. 14 IN THE TEMPLE HE

FOUND THOSE WHO WERE SELLING OXEN
AND SHEEP AND PIGEONS, AND THE
MONEY-CHANGERS SITTING THERE. 15
AND MAKING A WHIP OF CORDS, HE
DROVE THEM ALL OUT OF THE TEMPLE,
WITH THE SHEEP AND OXEN. AND HE
POURED OUT THE COINS OF THE MONEYCHANGERS AND OVERTURNED THEIR
TABLES.

16 AND HE TOLD THOSE WHO SOLD THE PIGEONS,
“TAKE THESE THINGS AWAY; DO NOT MAKE MY
FATHER’S HOUSE A HOUSE OF TRADE.” 17 HIS
DISCIPLES REMEMBERED THAT IT WAS WRITTEN,
“ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME.” 18 SO
THE JEWS SAID TO HIM, “WHAT SIGN DO YOU SHOW
US FOR DOING THESE THINGS?” 19 JESUS
ANSWERED THEM, “DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN
THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP.” 20 THE JEWS
THEN SAID, “IT HAS TAKEN FORTY-SIX YEARS TO
BUILD THIS TEMPLE, AND WILL YOU RAISE IT UP IN
THREE DAYS?”
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• 21 BUT

HE WAS SPEAKING ABOUT THE TEMPLE OF
HIS BODY. 22 WHEN THEREFORE HE WAS RAISED

FROM THE DEAD, HIS DISCIPLES REMEMBERED THAT
HE HAD SAID THIS, AND THEY BELIEVED THE
SCRIPTURE AND THE WORD THAT JESUS HAD
SPOKEN.”

(JOH 2:13-22 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE
LIVING GOD
THANK YOU GOD FOR INSPIRING
THIS ACCOUNT OF JESUS
CLEANSING THE TEMPLE
AMEN
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Jesus has called us to testify about him.
Here are a few scriptures that tell us about how we are to participate with Jesus as
we live our lives in this present day in age awaiting for his second coming.

“46 and said to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Christ should suffer and on the
third day rise from the dead, 47 and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should
be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are
witnesses of these things.” (Lu 24:46-48
ESV)
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“7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know
times or seasons that the Father has fixed by
his own authority. 8 But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.”” (Ac 1:7-8 ESV)
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“18 And Jesus came and said to them,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with
you always, to the end of the age.”” (Mt
28:18-20 ESV)
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God has given Christians a very difficult task which is impossible for us to accomplish
on our own.
All of us have discussed with others hoping they might change their point of view. It
may have been with our children, with friends, with extended family or with
complete strangers. If those people with whom we are in conversation have a very
strong point of view, love their point of view and are convinced of their point of view,
how successful have we been in changing their minds?
For example, telling someone they may be making a mistake if they continue to date
such and such a person because it is not a right match? What was the outcome?
Or telling a rebellious teenager whose friends are not a good influence to change
circles of friends… What is the usual outcome?
Or trying to convince someone who is unconverted who has a problem with
resentment and vengeance to begin to pray for that someone? What is the usual
outcome? Can we easily help them to change their minds?

If the examples just given cause difficulties, how much more challenging it is to
convince someone who has a love for this world and its ways to change their minds
and change their first love and instead love God first and call Jesus Christ, his eternal
divine Son, their Lord?
In the Scriptures that we have just read in Acts 1 and Luke 24, what are the words
Jesus used with the disciples so that they could/can participate in what he is doing on
the earth.
They were told to be witnesses! The Greek word for witness is found 34 times in the
New King James version of the Bible. Of those 34 times, it is used twice for martyr—
once in the book of Acts talking of the stoning of Stephen and once in the book of
Revelation (17:6) where it talks about the woman (false church) drunk with the blood
of the saints and the blood of the martyrs.
We can ask, “What is a witness? ‘
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines witness in the following manner:
": attestation of a fact or event: testimony
2: one that gives evidence; specifically: one who testifies in a cause or before a judicial
tribunal
3: one asked to be present at a transaction so as to be able to testify to its having
taken place
4: one who has personal knowledge of something
5 a: something serving as evidence or proof: sign
b: public affirmation by word or example of usually religious faith or conviction
the heroic witness to divine life—Pilot
There is a great difference between a witness and a lawyer. A witness simply testifies
to the truth. We know Jesus is the Truth. Our responsibility as Christians is to testify
about him. We haven’t seen him. Yet, we know in faith, that he exists. Furthermore,
there are ample facts in history that show Jesus lived physically, died on the cross and
was resurrected. A great number of people saw him both before and after his death
and resurrection. Even secular sources prove that Jesus existed.
It’s also very important to notice in Matthew 28 that, “All authority in heaven and on
earth is given to him”. He also tells the apostles and his disciples that for all ages, “he
will be with us to the end of the age”.
For us, it is impossible to convert anyone. However, all things are possible with God.
We are privileged, at this time, to be called in his church to be able to be his
witnesses on the earth.

We have to understand that there is no other group of people on the earth right now,
apart from God’s church, who can be witnesses of Jesus. The church is the only
group of people who accepts Jesus in his divinity and humanity, undivided in his
person, and who calls Jesus their Lord.
That is why it is so important to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord, as the
apostle Peter tells us.
The apostle Peter also tells us in his first epistle (3:15) that in our hearts, we are to
honour Christ the Lord as holy. We are always to be prepared to make a defence to
anyone who asks us for a reason for the hope that we have in us. We are to give a
defence, an answer or a reply with gentleness and respect.
The word defence comes from the Greek word, apología, meaning, “verbal defence,
speech in defence” “a reasoned statement or argument” (Thayer’s definition),
answer or reply (of reason or accounting) (Mounce’s Definition)
As we think of the Scripture reading today, we see a very Jesus acting very forcefully
as he cleanses the temple. It flies against the often picture we have in our minds, a
image of Jesus as seen in some paintings, that of an anemic, long robed, weak Jesus,
who has long hair, a beard and an unmanly look and who is careful to not disturb the
peace or upset people.
How can we testify about Jesus and his forceful method about his cleaning the
temple? During today’s sermon, let us think and consider that question.
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This is the first Passover mentioned in the gospel that Jesus celebrated. There are two
or three more Passover’s mentioned during Jesus’ ministry on earth. Some
commentators say 3 Passovers, others say 4.
Jesus came to the temple and found some merchants who were selling oxen and
sheep and pigeons. To make the transactions easier, moneychangers were present
on these premices.
Jesus made a whip of cords and he drove all these people out of the temple, with the
sheep and oxen. He also poured out the coins of the moneychangers and overturned
their tables. He told those who sold the pigeons, “take these things away; do not
make my father’s house a house of trade.”
In the apostle John and the other disciples remembered Psalm 69:9 where it is
written, “Zeal for your house will consume me. ‘ This pointed to Jesus.

The temple was never meant to be a place of commerce, a place of making money
and taking advantage of other people. Jesus saw that they were changing the intent
of the temple to be a place of worship and prayer to a market place. What these

merchants and the people were doing went completely contrary to the instructions
found in the Old Testament about sacrifices in the temple.
In the other Gospels, we read the following:
Mt 21:13 He said to them, “It is written, “My house shall be called a house of
prayer,” but you make it a den of robbers.”
Mr 11:17 And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, “My
house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations”? But you have made it a
den of robbers.”
Lu 19:46 saying to them, “It is written, “My house shall be a house of prayer,” but
you have made it a den of robbers.”
Jesus has his zeal for his house. Jesus is opposed to sin. He stands against sin.
As we look at this account in the Bible, we can picture Jesus commanding authority.
He was a strong young man having worked as a carpenter for a long time, a skilled
that he learned from his stepfather Joseph.
Obviously, from the conversation that ensued, people took notice of what Jesus did.
Jesus clearly imposed his authority at that time. By himself, he kicked out of the
temple men who were dealing and wheeling in money with all their animals. It must
have been quite a scene and commotion. Jesus evidently commanded respect.
We live in our modern society, and as we read about this incident, we are to be his
witnesses to who he is, what he has done for us in his love. We must also be able to
validate and not try to minimize any of the things he has done.
As we look at all of God's word, Jesus is a perfect reflection of the God the Father.
God has always resisted sin. Sin destroys and kills.

•
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God has always hated evil. In fact, in Jesus, he took on evil by taking the
consequences, death, on himself. He died an ugly, shameful, tortuous death. Because
he had absolutely no sin, death could not keep Jesus in the tomb. Being God, he took
evil in our place and was victorious in our place through his resurrection from the
dead!
It should not be surprising therefore that Jesus opposed the greed that he saw in the
temple on that day. It should not surprise us that he acted the way he did.
It should not surprise us either that being a disciple of Jesus will bring conflicts in our
own lives and in our own relationships at times. “34 “Do not think that I have come
to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I
have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person’s enemies will be those
of his own household.” (Mt 10:34-36 ESV)

Being a witness or standing up for Jesus can sometimes mean that other people
would be upset because of our belief in him and our subsequent behaviours.

God is so opposed to evil, the absence of good, that he will eradicate its
consequences in the future.
The hatred of sin is not equal to the hatred of human beings. John 3:16-17 is very
clear. The coming of Jesus to the earth is a clear sign of the love of the Father, the
love of God for the world which she came to deliver from the trap of sin.
Jesus was sent to the earth not to condemn the world but to save the world – all
those who would believe in him!

•

TEMPLE OF THE

THAT YOUR BODY IS A

HOLY SPIRIT WITHIN YOU
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•

IN WHOM THE WHOLE
STRUCTURE, BEING JOINED TOGETHER, GROWS INTO A
HOLY TEMPLE IN THE LORD.”
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Right now, both the church and our body are the temple of God.
God is opposed to any sin in us and in his church. God opposes sin. “4 You adulterous
people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do
you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the
spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says,
“God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”” (Jas 4:4-6 ESV)
We can correctly conclude that just as Jesus cleansed the physical temple in
Jerusalem, God will also cleanse us from all traces of sin until he makes us in the
exact image of his perfect Son, the man Jesus.
It is a gradual process. We will only see the full results at the resurrection of our
bodies in the fullness of the kingdom of God. “So we do not lose heart. Though our
outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day.” (2Co
4:16 ESV)

Gray area is the unfinished
temple - 46 years after the
beginning of the building of the
temple..
The temple was only finished
around 62 or 64 AD Represented
by the yellow and gray area.
(from
https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/523
262050439009118/?autologin=tru
e)
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When the Jews questioned Jesus, he told them something that was completely over
their heads. They did not understand. When they asked Jesus for a sign as to why he
was doing these things, he told them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will
raise it up.”
The Jews understood that he was talking about the physical temple which had taken
46 years to build and which was not yet finished. Jesus was talking about the temple
of his body—predicting his death and resurrection. The disciples remembered and
understood later what Jesus meant after God clearly revealed it to them by the Holy
Spirit.
In the gospel, the apostle John was able to clarify what Jesus meant by what he said.

•

THIS

IS THE DISCIPLE WHO IS BEARING WITNESS

ABOUT THESE THINGS
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The fact is that Jesus’ driving the money lenders out of the temple was not
inconsistent with God’s character. It simply showed his zeal for the house of the Lord.
Obviously, the Jews at the time did not understand because we read in the other
gospels that Jesus cleanse the temple twice of these repulsive practices. Although
they saw Jesus did and heard what he said, they did not recognize him for who he
was.
The apostle John is part of the foundation of the church with the other apostles and
prophets. He was a witness to Jesus’ life and teachings.
That was his life work. With the other apostles, God enabled him to make many
disciples.
In this present age, enabled by the Holy Spirit, we are called to be witnesses of Jesus
wherever we live, wherever we work, wherever we are planted equipped with our
God given talents and gifts.
We all interact with people in the circles of our families, of our neighborhoods, of our

friends, etc. We are all valued and loved by God wherever he has placed us in his
body. On our own, we are not able to make disciples. However, as we testify about
Jesus, he has all authority to empower us to participate in his work of making
disciples, as we become his witnesses and confess his name as our Lord and Savior.
Just as God hates evil, and cleansed the temple, we are to hate evil also and live in
genuine love in our generation empowered by the Holy Spirit, the other counsellor
who is in the likeness of Jesus sent forth from the Father by Jesus (John 14-16).
“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.” (Ro 12:9 ESV)

As present-day disciples, we can testify and be witnesses by our actions, by the way
we live and by our words that Jesus is our hope. We are his witnesses in this world.
Let us pray to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus and to let Jesus be
our wisdom to be effective witnesses of our Lord and Saviour! Amen

