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(PSALM 71:1-6
PS 71 IN YOU, O LORD, DO I TAKE
REFUGE; LET ME NEVER BE PUT TO
SCRIPTURE SHAME! 2 IN YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS
READING: DELIVER ME AND RESCUE ME; INCLINE
YOUR EAR TO ME, AND SAVE ME!3 BE
PSALM 71:1-6:
JEREMIAH 1:1-10
(ESV)

TO ME A ROCK OF REFUGE TO WHICH

I

MAY CONTINUALLY COME; YOU

HAVE GIVEN THE COMMAND TO SAVE
ME, FOR YOU ARE MY ROCK AND MY
FORTRESS.
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“4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand
of the wicked, from the grasp of the
unjust and cruel man. 5 For you, O
Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD,
from my youth. 6 Upon you I have
leaned from before my birth; you are
he who took me from my mother’s
womb. My praise is continually of
you.” (Ps 71:1-6 ESV)
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“Jeremiah

1:1-10 ESV –1 ¶ The words of
Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the
priests who were in Anathoth in the land of
Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the LORD
came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon,
king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his
reign. 3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim
the son of Josiah, king of Judah, and until the
end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah,
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4 ¶ NOW THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO ME,
SAYING, 5 “BEFORE I FORMED YOU IN THE WOMB I
KNEW YOU, AND BEFORE YOU WERE BORN I
CONSECRATED YOU; I APPOINTED YOU A PROPHET
TO THE NATIONS.” 6 THEN I SAID, “AH, LORD GOD!
BEHOLD, I DO NOT KNOW HOW TO SPEAK, FOR I AM
ONLY A YOUTH.” 7 BUT THE LORD SAID TO ME,
“DO NOT SAY, ‘I AM ONLY A YOUTH’; FOR TO ALL TO
WHOM I SEND YOU, YOU SHALL GO, AND WHATEVER I
COMMAND YOU, YOU SHALL SPEAK.
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8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to
deliver you, declares the LORD.” 9 Then the
LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth.
And the LORD said to me, “Behold, I have put
my words in your mouth. 10 See, I have set you
this day over nations and over kingdoms, to
pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to
overthrow, to build and to plant.”” (Jer 1:1-10
ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING GOD
THANK YOU JESUS! YOU ARE TRULY THE
HOPE OF THE NATIONS!
AMEN
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What does the calling of Jeremiah have to do with our calling? Are there similarities?
Jeremiah was a descendent from a priestly family. Being a priest in Judah was much
easier than being a prophet. Very specific tasks were clearly assigned to the role of
priesthood in Israel. Being from a Levite family, his forefathers had done this work for
years.
Being a prophet was something very different. Jeremiah was called for a very special
mission to call people to turn toward God in repentance.
Jeremiah serve God for about 40 years. He served under five things. His call was in the
13th year of King Josiah in 626 BC. He served until the fall of Jerusalem in 587 BC.
When called he was very young, either a young teenager or a very young adult.
He served under five kings, the first one being Josiah. Now Josiah was a good king.
Writings of God’s law were found in the temple. When Josiah became aware of this
document and what it contained, he implemented changes suggested by the book of
the law. He was a great reformer. The Jews were doing well under his reign but when
he died, the religious, social, political condition of Judah deteriorated to point that God

sent severe judgment on that nation.
The five kings he served under were,
Josiah,
Jehoahaz,
Jehoiakim,
Jehoiachin,
and Zedekiah who was finally captured and brought to Babylon in captivity with his
people.

THE CALL OF JEREMIAH

• “4 ¶ NOW THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO ME,
SAYING, 5 “BEFORE I FORMED YOU IN THE WOMB I
KNEW YOU, AND BEFORE YOU WERE BORN I
CONSECRATED YOU; I APPOINTED YOU A PROPHET TO
THE NATIONS.”” (JER 1:4-5 ESV)

God's Call On Our Life

8

These words to Jeremiah from God are very important.
God knew Jeremiah before he was ever born. God knows the end from the beginning.
He stands outside of time.

He values human life not only in the womb but before it is even created. Human life is
sacred. Human life is precious to God. We are created in his image. David said in Psalm
71:6, “Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; you are he who took me from
my mother’s womb. My praise is continually of you.“
What God says about the value of human life should guide our thinking about
abortions and about euthanasia. The Oxford dictionary gives the following synonyms
for euthanasia: mercy killing, assisted suicide, physician-assisted suicide.
(https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/thesaurus).

Jesus describes himself to Martha, in John 11:25 in the following manner: "I am the
resurrection and the life.“
How God gives life in all stages ought to guide our ethical thinking about the value of

life. Unfortunately, we human beings think we know better than God.
God's thoughts are certainly not our thoughts. He does not think as we do!

God informs Jeremiah of the special purpose God has for him.
As we look at what’s God told Jeremiah, the one thing we have in common is our
calling. Most Christians are not called to be prophets. Followers of Jesus Christ have
been set apart for God’s purposes. That includes all of us will have responded to his
calling at this time.
When Jeremiah heard that he was appointed a prophet to the nations, he panicked and
began to give excuses for why he couldn’t do this. God was appointing him his
spokesman to the nations. He did not believe that he was qualified for this role.
When we read about our calling in the new covenant, we also feel the same way that
we are not qualified for the purpose God is calling us.
Jeremiah told God that he was only a youth and that he did not know how to speak. He
did not see himself as a trained orator whom people would listen to.
God reassured Jeremiah that he did not have to fear. He, God, would be there to
deliver him.
It is the same promise he makes to us, isn’t it? He promises never to abandon us nor to
forsake us! He did not promise Jeremiah that his life would be easy. He did not say to
Jeremiah that he would not have any opposition. In fact, he told Jeremiah not to be
afraid of people—that he would deliver him—implying that his message would not be a
popular one.
We also have this in common with Jeremiah because the message of the good news of
the gospel is too often seen as irrelevant in our modern day. Our society prefers to go
to other points of references either within ourselves or to some other philosophies of
this world rather than letting Jesus lead us through the Holy Spirit and his word.
The New Bible Dictionary, directed by the Organizing Editor JD Douglas, M.A., B.D.,
S.T.M., Ph.D. describes it well on page 608 (next slide).

QUOTE FROM: THE NEW BIBLE DICTIONARY, DIRECTED BY THE
ORGANIZING EDITOR J.D. DOUGLAS, M.A., B.D., S.T.M., PH.D P. 608

• “FROM THE CONTENT OF HIS PREACHING IT IS PLAIN THAT
JEREMIAH WAS A MAN OF MARKED CONTRASTS. HE WAS AT
ONCE GENTLE AND TENACIOUS, AFFECTIONATE AND
INFLEXIBLE. IN HIM THE FRAILTIES OF THE FLESH
CONTENTED WITH THE ENERGIES OF THE SPIRIT. THE
NATURAL ASPIRATIONS OF YOUTH WERE TO THE YOUTHFUL
PROPHET DENIED.

HE

INSISTED ON REPENTANCE FROM THE

PEOPLE WHO WERE INCAPABLE OF CONTRITION.
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• HE

UNMASKED THE NATION’S SIN AND BROADCAST ITS

JUDGMENT KNOWING THAT IT WOULD END IN FUTILITY.

THOSE

WHOM HE LOVED HATED HIM. A LOYAL PATRIOT,
HE WAS BRANDED A TRAITOR. THE PROPHET OF
UNDYING HOPE HAD TO EXHIBIT THE FALLACY OF HIS
PEOPLE’S HOPE.

THE

PRIESTLY INTERCESSOR WAS

COMMANDED TO INTERCEDE NO MORE.

JUDAH
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MALIGNED.”

THIS

LOVER OF
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In verses 9-10, God gives Jeremiah a clear job description of what he was expected to
do as God led him.
It is interesting to note that part of his job description was to pluck up and to break
down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.
As you read Jeremiah, you will see that the nation of Judah fell deeply into the practice
of idolatry, immorality, deceit, lying and being given false hopes by false prophets who
claim to be God's messengers and were not.
God has always been against sin. He hates sin because it destroys people's lives and
keep them/us captive in darkness.
God not only told Jeremiah that the kingdom's would not only be plucked up and
broken down, destroyed and overdrawn but God's plan was to build and to plant.
God is a God of life. As far away as Judah departed from God, God never abandoned
Judah. God is for us and not against us. The prophecies of Jeremiah were also pointing
to the coming of the Messiah, Jesus, who would save Judah and Israel from their sin by

living perfectly in the God the Father's will for them.
Jeremiah lived under the old covenant, a covenant of grace that pointed towards Jesus.
The words of hope are captured in Jeremiah 33 in a prophecy he received from the
Lord. (next slide).

Jer. “31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD,
when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I
made with their fathers on the day when I took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
declares the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel after those days, declares
the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it
on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be
my people.
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34 And no longer shall each one teach his
neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know
the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, declares the
LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more.”” (Jer 31:31-34
ESV)
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This is a wonderful promise, is it not? The book of Jeremiah is filled with hope in God’s
grace even in the face of God’s wrath against her sinfulness. God promises that Judah
and Israel will not always be in this dire condition of being estranged from God. The
promise is not only for them but for all nations.

We have the great privilege of living under the new covenant promises.
God is not working through one prophet to convey the message of the new covenant
to people. He works through his church, Christ being the head, CEO, Director, Lord, LifeGiver. The apostle Paul told the church in Corinth who Jesus is for us. “He is the source
of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and
sanctification and redemption.” (1 Co 1:30 ESV).
Collectively through different gifts and abilities God has given to people in his church,
the privilege of declaring how great God is. We have given the great opportunity to
proclaim the truth about God, to share the good news of his kingdom and to confront
the lies that our society apart from God lives in.
The church is mostly made of people considered by the world as not very important.

The following is what he told the Corinthians (next slide).

“26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many
of you were wise according to worldly standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak
in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose
what is low and despised in the world, even things
that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29
so that no human being might boast in the
presence of God.” (1Co 1:26-29 ESV)
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God is extremely good. He works through very weak people like us to bring his
message of how great he is and how much he loves people to the world.
The apostle Peter captured it well when he wrote to people in dispersion with the
following message: (next slide)

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for his own possession,
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him
who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.” (1Pe 2:9 ESV)
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As Jeremiah, we have individually been called and placed in the church to proclaim
God’s message. The church made up of members called from various people over all
this globe is called to proclaim this good news.
Just as Jeremiah was to how he would participate in the work of God, the apostle Peter
also tells us how we are to participate.
He begins by describing who we are: a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession.
This high calling is first to honour God and then to share the good news of the gospel,
the hope we find in Jesus alone.
We share with other people how we have tasted and experience the goodness of God.

Knowing the goodness of God, we trust in him and his character in faith. Knowing that
the triune God loves us, we trust what we read in his word by living by it as we grow
united to him.

“Looking at our life, we can look at other people with compassion. We look at our
journey and we see the patience of God working with us in his grace. Because we
receive grace, we can give grace to others trusting God for his plan in their lives even if
they don’t get to understand this wonderful message of the gospel at first. We
participate with God planting and God causes the growth.
It’s obvious most of us haven’t had the kind of callings that Jeremiah and David had, but
we’ve all been called by God. He has called us into a special relationship with himself.
He has called us to join with him in sharing what we have with the world—the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
Is that dangerous work? It could be. It has been for Christians historically, and still is.
Many Christians are being persecuted around this world.
Maybe you feel too young or too old for your calling. God has called you anyway.
Are you introverted and shy? God has called you anyway.
Maybe you’ve made some pretty bad mistakes in your life that you’re not proud of. Not
a problem. You are forgiven! God has called you anyway. Trust God to supply what you
lack.
While we haven’t all been called to some special vocation like Jeremiah or David, we
have all been called by God to share his good news and to be the light and salt in this
dark world.
Tend to your calling. Look at the people God has placed in your life and ask God whom
he wants you to spend more time with.
Then build relationships with them so you have opportunity to share God’s love and
life.
Do what God has called you to do—join him in the great commission of bringing his
light and truth to others. You’ve been called, and God doesn’t make mistakes, so ask
him where he is asking you to participate.” (From RCL Sermon_GCI_Equipper_Feb. 3,
2019)

We need God’s help to be able to do this. We cannot do it on our own. But we have
been called to proclaim this good news.
For people coming out of lies and deception is not easy. They defeated god of this

world is Satan/the devil. When talking to people of his day, Jesus said the following
about him, “43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear
to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” (Joh 8:43-44 ESV)
We need to remember that he is defeated the enemy. Coming to the truth about Jesus
and understanding God’s purpose of life for us is a process. We have also been called to
participate in the building of God’s kingdom on earth and to plant the seed of the
gospel. We are to proclaim it with both our deeds and our words even if at times it
brings about opposition.
Let’s remember the encouraging words of Paul to the Corinthians in responding to this
high calling that God—that Jesus has become for us wisdom from God—and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption —
Let us pray that he will open our eyes to see opportunities to proclaim the good news
and for the courage and the wisdom to proclaim it with love for God and with love for
people realizing that no one is excluded from the love of God.

Let’s tend to our calling!
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