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SCRIPTURE
READING:

“10 ¶ AGAIN THE LORD SPOKE TO
AHAZ, 11 “ASK A SIGN OF THE LORD
YOUR GOD; LET IT BE DEEP AS SHEOL
OR HIGH AS HEAVEN.” 12 BUT AHAZ
SAID, “I WILL NOT ASK, AND I WILL NOT
PUT THE LORD TO THE TEST.” 13 AND
HE SAID, “HEAR THEN, O HOUSE OF
DAVID! IS IT TOO LITTLE FOR YOU TO
WEARY MEN, THAT YOU WEARY MY GOD
ALSO? 14 THEREFORE THE LORD
HIMSELF WILL GIVE YOU A SIGN.
BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE
AND BEAR A SON, AND SHALL CALL HIS
NAME IMMANUEL.” (ISA 7:10-14 ESV)

PS 118:19-29 ¶ Open to me the gates of
righteousness, that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD. 20 This is the gate
of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it.
21 I thank you that you have answered me and
have become my salvation. 22 The stone that
the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone. 23 This is the LORD’s doing; it is
marvelous in our eyes.
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24 This is the day that the LORD has made; let us
rejoice and be glad in it. 25 Save us, we pray, O
LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! 26
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
LORD! We bless you from the house of the LORD.
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27 The LORD is God, and he has made his light
to shine upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with
cords, up to the horns of the altar! 28 You are
my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are
my God; I will extol you. 29 Oh give thanks to
the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love
endures forever!” (Ps 118:19-29 ESV)
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HEB 10:4-10 FOR

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE BLOOD
OF BULLS AND GOATS TO TAKE AWAY SINS. 5
CONSEQUENTLY, WHEN CHRIST CAME INTO THE
WORLD, HE SAID, “SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS YOU
HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY HAVE YOU
PREPARED FOR ME; 6 IN BURNT OFFERINGS AND SIN
OFFERINGS YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE. 7 ¶
THEN I SAID, ‘BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR
WILL, O GOD, AS IT IS WRITTEN OF ME IN THE
SCROLL OF THE BOOK.’”
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8 WHEN HE SAID ABOVE, “YOU HAVE NEITHER

DESIRED NOR TAKEN PLEASURE IN SACRIFICES AND
OFFERINGS AND BURNT OFFERINGS AND SIN
OFFERINGS” (THESE ARE OFFERED ACCORDING TO
THE LAW), 9 THEN HE ADDED, “BEHOLD, I HAVE
COME TO DO YOUR WILL.” HE ABOLISHES THE FIRST
IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH THE SECOND. 10 AND BY
THAT WILL WE HAVE BEEN SANCTIFIED THROUGH
THE OFFERING OF THE BODY OF JESUS CHRIST
ONCE FOR ALL.” (HEB 10:4-10 ESV)
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John 12:12-16 ¶ The next day the large
crowd that had come to the feast heard that
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they
took branches of palm trees and went out
to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
even the King of Israel!”
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Jesus has called us to testify about him.
Here are a few scriptures that tell us about how we are to participate with Jesus as
we live our lives in this present day in age awaiting for his second coming.

14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat
on it, just as it is written, 15 “Fear not,
daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 16 His disciples
did not understand these things at first, but
when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things had been
written about him and had been done to him.”
(Joh 12:12-16 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING
GOD
WE PRAISE YOU LORD FOR REVEALING
YOUR LOVE TOWARDS US!
AMEN
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During today’s sermon, we are going to look at Hebrews 10:1–25. We are going to
review why Jesus is the better and the ultimate sacrifice.
Today, is Palm Sunday and the last day of Lent.
We are entering what is known in Christians circles as holy week where we remember
on Friday the crucifixion of Jesus and next Sunday, we celebrate his resurrection.
This was a tragic week in Jesus’s life. He entered Jerusalem at the beginning of the
week celebrated as triumphant. Just a few days later, he would be crucified as a
common criminal because he was said to blaspheme God as he referred to himself as
being God.
Last week, we saw how under the new covenant, the priesthood of Jesus is so much
superior and replaced the old covenant priesthood which began under Aaron, the
brother of Moses and a descendent of Levi.
This week, from Hebrews 10, we are going to consider that the sacrifice of Jesus so
far exceeds and fulfils all the sacrifices pictured in the Old Testament. We are going to

look at and think about the marvellous impact Jesus’ sacrifice has on all those who
come to faith in him.

1- JESUS’ SACRIFICE TAKES AWAY SIN
(Heb. 10:1-10).
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When Adam with his wife Eve decided to function and live apart from God, all his
descendants became enslaved to sin and death. Consequently, we are all sinners. In
our functioning independently from God, we experience both good and evil. Rather
than submitting to God as the Lord of our life, human beings have come to think that
we can run our lives effectively without him, thank you.
However, sin is like cancer. The laws of the Old Testament exposed our sinfulness
because no one could or can live a perfect life. Only God is perfect. God had made us
very good, the book of Genesis tells us. Our rebellion against God profoundly
changed all of that. God’s intention for humanity and his purpose for our creation,
however, has never changed. His desire is for our adoption. His desire is that
everyone would come to repentance and no one would be lost. (“The Lord is not
slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” [2 Pe 3:9
ESV]

The Bible is very clear that God will not force anyone into eternal life. We have the
freedom, when God reveals himself to us, to accept or to reject his grace.

The sacrifice of Jesus it’s a better sacrifice in three ways:

•

.

•
•
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•
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It is very clear from reading these first four verses of Hebrews that the Old Testament
was good but something better would come along in time. Animal sacrifices could
never change the heart of the Israelites. The sacrifices could not make the Israelites
perfect. God accepted the sacrifices through the high priest during the feast of
Atonement. These sacrifices were a precursor of a greater sacrifice by which the
people could and would be made perfect.
The Old Testament was a shadow of the good things to come. They were not the
reality. They did not completely liberate the Israelites from the stronghold of sin.

I like how the ESV Study Bible says it, "These animal sacrifices symbolized the
payment for sin, but they did not accomplish it. No animal was worthy of paying
the price for human beings sin before a holy God... Last year’s sacrifice does not
cover this year’s sins, thus leaving guilty consciences and the remaining sinful
condition." (page 2376)
These animal sacrifices did not have any permanent qualities.

“SACRIFICES

AND OFFERINGS YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY
HAVE YOU PREPARED FOR ME; 6 IN BURNT OFFERINGS AND SIN
OFFERINGS YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE
THEN I SAID,
‘BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD

HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL.”
TO ESTABLISH THE SECOND.”
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The quote about God not desiring sacrifice and offerings is taken from Psalm 40:6–8.
God had ordained the sacrifices. The sacrifices could be mechanical, if you will, and
the heart not involved. God values a loving and obedient heart. This is why he said
the following in Hosea. “For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge
of God rather than burnt offerings.” (Ho 6:6 ESV)
When Jesus came to the earth, he had a perfectly obedient heart for all of us. He
loved God and he loved people enough to give his life for us all. Jesus came to the
earth to do the Father’s will.
Jesus, by becoming the perfect sacrifice which the Old Testament pointed to, the Old
Testament was abolished. Our point of reference is no longer the Old Testament
which is identified as the law.
Our point of reference is Jesus who abolished the old covenant himself and who
established the new covenant in himself. The Old Testament could not continue
because external laws cannot liberate and change the human heart.
In Canada, we have all kinds of laws. We try to manage human relationships and

behavioural problems with laws. They are of help but they do not change the human
heart. God’s law is very clear that men should not covet their neighbour’s wife. We
know for sure that laws cannot change that human behaviour. Something more
profound needs to happen.
Even if a law were passed that people should not lie, laws in and of themselves, as
harsh as penalties might be, would not cause people to stop lying. Something more’s
profound has to happen. This most profound is found in the New Testament or the
Second testament.

•
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I personally find his verse extremely encouraging. Our sanctification does not come
by our own doing. Our sanctification is a past event which happened when Jesus
Christ was offered on the altar of the cross as the perfect sacrifice for all of us. There
does not need to be a sacrifice offered year by year for us to be sanctified. Jesus’
sacrifice is sufficient to sanctify everyone. He is the door. He is the way. The question
is, once we realize who he is, will we accept his reconciliation?
All of salvation is God’s doing and not our own. The gift of eternal life is all of God’s
doing and not our own. The gift of redemption is God’s doing and not our own. The
gift of sanctification is all of God’s doing and not our own. It is all the gift of grace.
This is the will of the Father for us made possible through the sacrifice of Jesus.
All of this is good news because God the Father accomplished in Jesus Christ
something that we could not ever accomplish on our own. This is why there is no
greater sacrifice and no greater gift ever given to humanity.
Sanctification exists for the benefit of sinners. It does not depend on us. It depends
on the giver who is God. The gift has nothing to do with the magnitude or the

smallness of sins. Every sin deserves death.
The gift stems from God and is rooted in God through the perfect man Jesus who is
both God and man being one being with God the Father and the Holy Spirit.

CHRIST

HAD OFFERED FOR ALL TIME A SINGLE SACRIFICE FOR SINS HE SAT
DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD
FOR BY A SINGLE
OFFERING HE HAS PERFECTED FOR ALL TIME THOSE WHO ARE BEING SANCTIFIED

WHERE THERE IS FORGIVENESS OF THESE, THERE
IS NO LONGER ANY OFFERING FOR SIN.”
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What the author is describing in this part of the epistle to the Hebrews is amazing
and so encouraging. The devil hides this truth from people's minds. Adam and Eve
began their journey apart from God by hiding from him. God went towards them and
spoke with them. The natural tendency of people is to continue hiding from God with
an irrational fear that God demands too much and that following him robs us of life.
This is an enormous lie directly from the pit of hell. It is so not true.
Jesus has loved us so much that he died for us while we were his enemies. His single
sacrifice paid the penalty of sin which is death for all of mankind.
When he was resurrected, he sat down at the right hand of God from where he rules
the whole universe. The Holy Spirit was sent forth by God the Father through Jesus
Christ to be our counsellor, our advocate.
One day, the enemies of God, the enemies of Jesus will all be no more.

It is so encouraging to hear that one day everyone who puts their faith in Jesus will
have a changed heart where we will not need to teach one another who God is
because we will all know him!

The author of Hebrews then tells us that our sins are completely forgiven. They are
not held against us anymore. Since it is the perfect sacrifice, all sins of everyone have
been forgiven. The question that remains for anybody is whether or not we believe
Jesus. Do we accept to be reconcile to God. God is already reconciled to us. (2 Cor. 5)
As we believe him, we still may have regrets because of some actions we did in the
past from which we are still suffering some of the consequences, but we do not need
to feel debilitating guilt.

When Jesus preached the good news, what did he tell people?
He said to people to repent – to change their thinking and way of life – and believe in
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.

•

LET US DRAW NEAR
WITH A TRUE HEART IN FULL ASSURANCE OF FAITH, WITH OUR
HEARTS SPRINKLED CLEAN FROM AN EVIL CONSCIENCE AND OUR
BODIES WASHED WITH PURE WATER
LET US HOLD FAST THE
CONFESSION OF OUR HOPE WITHOUT WAVERING, FOR HE WHO
PROMISED IS FAITHFUL.
AND LET US CONSIDER HOW TO STIR
UP ONE ANOTHER TO LOVE AND GOOD WORKS, 25 NOT
NEGLECTING TO MEET TOGETHER, AS IS THE HABIT OF SOME, BUT
ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER
OUR COMPASSIONATE HIGH PRIEST
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Because of all what Jesus has done, there is a “therefore”.
It is a given fact that we have confidence to enter the most holy Place because of
Jesus sacrifice in our place, because of the shedding of his blood. We do not have to
be afraid and ask whether or not God hears us. He does.
When Jesus died, the curtain in the Jerusalem temple was completely torn in two
pieces from the top down. Jesus flesh was torn for our sake from the whippings and
the torture suffered at the hands of the Roman soldiers. His flesh was torn open. We
enter the holy place at God’s throne through his flesh, through Jesus Christ who is our
great high priest over the house of God.
As a result, we are told to do three things:
1 – We are to draw near to God and not shy away from him with the full assurance of
faith. This means that we trust in the sufficiency of his sacrifice. Furthermore, we
approach God with a clear conscience knowing that Jesus has made us completely
clean. Of course, we still need to acknowledge that we are sinners. We need to
confess our sins and participate with the Holy Spirit not to live in them anymore. We
can have the assurance and we ought to have the assurance that God, because of

Jesus Christ, holds absolutely nothing against us!
2 – We are to keep on holding on to the sure hope we have in Christ without
wavering, without doubting. We do not have this attitude because of ourselves but
we have this attitude because we trust in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ and of God
the Father through the Holy Spirit. We are to hold fast because God’s promises are
sure, steady and unwavering.
3 – We are to fellowship with one another and not give up when the assembling of
ourselves. We need to realize that we do not come to worship just to get out of the
assembly of worship what we can but because our presence is a very real blessing to
others and others presence a blessing to us. The greatest blessing, of course, is that
when we meet together we are in the very presence and in the very fellowship of
God himself!
We are told not to make a habit of forsaking the assembling. There are times when
we cannot attend but the Bible tells us that it should not be a habit. God has placed
us in his body where he wants. Of course this is a metaphor. We all have different
talents and gifting from the Holy Spirit given to us to bless others. Neglecting to meet
together means that we are depriving others and ourselves of love and
encouragement to do the good works God has prepared for us to do in his grace.
We decide not to forsake the assembly to be able to express our love and worship
towards God and our love towards one another. Certainly, love implies a sacrifice. We
may not feel like going to the assembly because of various reasons. Are we going to
let those other reasons take priority over God’s instructions?
We realize that we are not saved because of attending church services. We attend
church services because we are saved and part of the loving body, the Church of
Jesus. With the author of the book of Hebrews is saying is not that we are never to
miss services but that we are not to make a habit of not participating in church life.
We also need to be reminded that the gathering of one another is to help and
encourage us to do good works as we live our daily lives in the world. We are
deployed in God’s mission field if you will. We are God's ambassadors. We are in the
world but not part of this world as the Bible clearly tells us.
Let us thank God in prayer that we are so blessed and loved in Jesus. Let us pray for
our eyes to be opened to know how wide and how deep is the love of God and his
calling so that we will grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus, living our
life united to him.

Let us pray.

