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“No Excuses” can have a lot of meanings, many of which point to the negative thinking that
keeps us from embracing our whole self.
But what if we redeem this phrase, or rather, we recognize God’s redemption of “no
excuses”?
Instead of believing ourselves to be failures when we give excuses, as if we have kept good
things from happening because of our excuses, what if we remember Jesus’ perfect success for all
humanity? Jesus is our High Priest, and the author of Hebrews reminds us Jesus has “done it,
: offered up himself as the sacrifice” (emphasis added). There is no excuse that can
overpower, reverse, break, or destroy what is complete in and through Jesus. Are you tired, stressed,
sad, or angry? Jesus has still done it and is still “absolutely, eternally perfect” AND right by your side.
You’ve missed church because it didn’t feel right? Jesus has still done it, is still “absolutely, eternally
perfect” AND is calling you to participate with him. The bigger your excuse, the stronger you may
experience God’s nudge to join him in his work. The moment (however many we need in a day, week,
or year) we recognize that our excuse doesn’t stop God and doesn’t have to stop us is the moment we
experience Jesus’ triumph over our imperfections and his strength in our weakness. The next time you
have an excuse for not doing something, don’t count it as failure, but as an opportunity to rely more
fully on God in the midst of your heartache.

___________________________________________________________________
The Lord will remember them
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When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up
in victory.” 1 Corinthians 15:54 (NIV)

My paternal grandfather would be about 120 years old if he were alive today. He was an
underage teen recruit signed up to fight in World War One. Like many underage boys he was ready to
respond to the national call of 1914: ‘Your country needs you!’ As an adventurous and spirited
youngster from a poor, heavily industrial region, he was tempted by the opportunity to escape the
hardship of the coal mining valley town where he lived.
Unsurprisingly, any thoughts of excitement and adventure soon turned to terror and despair in
the muddy death traps of the frontline trenches. For my grandfather his escape from this hell came in
the shape of a serious bullet wound. His war was over; ironically, being shot saved his life. How
desperate! Suffice to say that so many people of that generation endured incredible hardship.
It is fitting and sobering to remember the countless thousands who lost their lives in wars and
the millions who were impacted by their loss. It is understandable that some regard life as meaningless
when they reflect on how abysmal human life and conflict can be. Consider, of those alive now,
probably all will be gone in 120 years’ time. One ponders if life is a dream or is it real? Our lives are
‘like fleeting shadows’ (Job 14:2).
However, for the Christian believer there is more. We put our trust in God and Jesus Christ our
Saviour who died once for all (Romans 6:9-11). This understanding offers hope (Hebrews 6:18-19)
and in time this hope will be fulfilled, and the last enemy – death – will be destroyed (1 Corinthians
15:26). This is a hope we can share now. There is a Redeemer: “I know that my redeemer lives,
and that in the end he will stand on the earth.” (Job 19:25). Just think, no more war, death,
sorrow or pain (Revelation 21:4). Oh, give thanks!

Prayer
Our Father in heaven, you know that this is a time of sober reflection when we consider
the terrible loss of life in past conflicts. We look to you for comfort, wisdom and guidance
in our daily lives, to be an antidote to conflict. Come Lord Jesus come. Amen.
Study by Kevin Harris – he attends the Watford UK congregation of GCI

GCI principal website and Moncton Websites—a) www.gci.org , b) www.gcinewbrunswick.org , c)
www.gcicanada.ca;
For a wealth of helpful articles about God, grace, and his plan for salvation, who we are, etc., please see the
GCI.org website. Contact Information: Pastor’s contact information: email— evautour47@outlook.com
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