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“28 ¶ NOW

ABOUT EIGHT DAYS AFTER

THESE SAYINGS HE TOOK WITH HIM

PETER

AND

JOHN

AND

JAMES

AND

WENT UP ON THE MOUNTAIN TO PRAY.

SCRIPTURE
READING:
LUKE 9:28-44

29 AND

AS HE WAS PRAYING, THE

APPEARANCE OF HIS FACE WAS

ALTERED, AND HIS CLOTHING BECAME
DAZZLING WHITE.

30 AND

BEHOLD, TWO

MEN WERE TALKING WITH HIM,
AND

ELIJAH,

MOSES
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31

WHO APPEARED IN GLORY AND SPOKE OF HIS DEPARTURE,
WHICH HE WAS ABOUT TO ACCOMPLISH AT JERUSALEM. 32 NOW
PETER AND THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM WERE HEAVY WITH
SLEEP, BUT WHEN THEY BECAME FULLY AWAKE THEY SAW HIS
GLORY AND THE TWO MEN WHO STOOD WITH HIM. 33 AND AS
THE MEN WERE PARTING FROM HIM, PETER SAID TO JESUS,
“MASTER, IT IS GOOD THAT WE ARE HERE. LET US MAKE THREE
TENTS, ONE FOR YOU AND ONE FOR MOSES AND ONE FOR
ELIJAH”—NOT KNOWING WHAT HE SAID. 34 AS HE WAS SAYING
THESE THINGS, A CLOUD CAME AND OVERSHADOWED THEM, AND
THEY WERE AFRAID AS THEY ENTERED THE CLOUD. 35 AND A
VOICE CAME OUT OF THE CLOUD, SAYING, “THIS IS MY SON, MY
CHOSEN ONE; LISTEN TO HIM!”
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36 And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was
found alone. And they kept silent and told no one
in those days anything of what they had seen. 37
¶ On the next day, when they had come down
from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 38 And
behold, a man from the crowd cried out, “Teacher,
I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child.
39 And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he
suddenly cries out. It convulses him so that he
foams at the mouth; and shatters him, and will
hardly leave him.
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40 And I begged your disciples to cast it out,
but they could not.” 41 Jesus answered, “O
faithless and twisted generation, how long am I
to be with you and bear with you? Bring your
son here.” 42 While he was coming, the demon
threw him to the ground and convulsed him. But
Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the
boy, and gave him back to his father. 43 “And
all were astonished at the majesty of God…(Lu
9:43 ESV)
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43 ¶ And all were astonished at the majesty
of God. But while they were all marveling at
everything he was doing, Jesus said to his
disciples,” 44 “Let these words sink into your
ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered
into the hands of men.”
(Lu 9:28-44 ESV)
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• THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING
GOD
• THANK YOU JESUS FOR GIVING US A
GLIMPSE OF YOUR GLORY AND
ENCOURAGEMENT!
• AMEN
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Majesty of God = (Strong’s Concordance - 1) greatness, magnificence 1b) of the
visible splendour of the divine majesty as it appeared in the transfiguration of Christ
Today, we are going to think about the Transfiguration of Jesus and some of its
significance.
Context:
1- the disciples were sent out to preach the good news of the Gospel . They were
healing everywhere. (1-6)
2- Herod became very concerned not understanding what was happening. He knew he
had beheaded John the Baptist. He was wondering who this person was. Herod
became concerned because something very unusual was happening.

3- People were confused about Jesus – Was he a prophet from old, was he Elijah while
others were saying that this was John the Baptist come alive.
4- Jesus then withdrew with his disciples to a town called Bethsaida. The crowds

followed Jesus. He spoke to them about the Kingdom of God and he healed those who
needed healing. The crowd needed to eat. They were hungry.
5- The disciples approach Jesus and asked him to send the crowd away because they
were in a desolate place. Instead of listening to them, Jesus, to that great surprise, told
them to feed the people themselves! The disciples saw this an impossibility! They only
had 5 loaves and 2 fish to feed 5,000 men!
6- Jesus took charge. He told them to have the people sit in groups of 50. He prayed
and asked the disciples to distribute the food! What a miracle that was. Can we
imagine the thoughts, reactions the disciples must have had. There was no end of
food! They knew what they started with! Then they had 12 baskets left of broken
pieces!
7- When people were wondering who Jesus was. Peter confidently identified him as
“the Christ of God”! Interestingly, Jesus told the disciples to tell no one of his identity.
8- Jesus told them something that they did not expect and which went over their
heads.
‘‘The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.”
23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow me.
24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
will save it.
25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits
himself?
26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be
ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy
angels.
27 But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who will not taste death until
they see the kingdom of God.” (ESV)
What happened after is amazing.
Eight days after having told them that he was going to be rejected, killed and
resurrected, he brought Peter, John and James with him on top of a mountain (probably
Mount Tabor) where he went to pray.
What happened during Jesus’ prayer time is astounding and surprising. The 3 disciples
were fast asleep. When they woke up, they saw Jesus’ glory. His face was altered and
his clothing became a dazzling white! The 3 disciples had never seen anything like this.

Mark described it with the following words to capture what they witnessed. ….. And he
was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as
no one on earth could bleach them. (Mark 9:2-3)
They saw Moses, the one through whom the law of the Old Testament was given and
Elijah the prophet speaking with Jesus about his departure, his death, which would
happen in Jerusalem.
Jesus had told them that some would see the Kingdom of God before his death.

What did they see and experience?

“34 As he was saying these things, a cloud
came and overshadowed them, and they were
afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 And a
voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is
my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!”” (Lu
9:34-35 ESV)
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Who did they see when they saw the Kingdom of God? They saw Jesus glorified.
They heard the voice of the Father identifying who Jesus is: His Son, His Chosen One.
What an encouragement to Jesus to hear the words of His Father telling him he was his
beloved Son. He heard these words just prior to having to face the brutal roman cross
of torture where he would absorb in himself all the sins of humanity.
This was also an encouragement for the disciples.
What an amazing revelation. They saw Jesus, the man whose earthly company they
kept. They ate with him, talked with him, joked with him and were taught by him.
They saw him being tired. They saw him pray. They saw his remarkable devotion to
God the Father. They saw the miracles. They had seen him saving their lives during a
terrifying storm, etc.

This same Jesus was revealed to be the Son of God, God’s chosen one in humanity and
for humanity!
It is interesting also to think about what God the Father did not say. He did not say,

listen to Moses or listen to Elijah. He told them to listen to His Son.
This confirmed the words of Jesus who had said that he had come to the fulfil the Law
and the Prophets.
“17 ¶ “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is
accomplished.” (Mt 5:17-18 ESV)
To fulfil means: AV-fulfil 51, fill 19, be full 7, complete 2, end 2, misc. 9; 90
1) to make full, to fill up, i.e. to fill to the full
1a) to cause to abound, to furnish or supply liberally
1a1) I abound, I am liberally supplied
2) to render full, i.e. to complete
2a) to fill to the top: so that nothing shall be wanting to full measure, fill to the brim
2b) to consummate: a number
2b1) to make complete in every particular, to render perfect
2b2) to carry through to the end, to accomplish, carry out, (some undertaking)
2c) to carry into effect, bring to realisation, realise (Strong’s concordance)

Jesus came to fulfill all that the Old Testament was pointing to. It was all pointing to
him.
It is interesting that the 3 disciples who saw this marvelous vision and transfiguration
kept it to themselves in those days.
Although Peter did not understand fully, when he understood, this was one of the
events he shared with God’s people to show that Jesus was really the Son of God!

“16 ¶ For we did not follow cleverly devised myths
when we made known to you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses
of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and
glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne
to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves
heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we
were with him on the holy mountain.” (2Pe 1:16-18
ESV)
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What we read in God’s word is the truth. God the Father revealed who Jesus was to his
disciples.
God the Father confirmed who Jesus said he was: the Son of God, the expected and
prophesied son of David, son of man and son of God at the same time.
Having seen the glory of God removed any doubt for Peter of who Jesus was and is. He
was so convinced of the identity of Jesus that he gave up his life rather than deny him.
Seeing the transfiguration of Jesus was one part of the sure evidence that gave him
boldness to do the work assigned to him as an apostle. He had a powerful glimpse of
God’s majesty.
Billions of people living now still reject the majesty and the glory of Jesus. Most of
humanity still doesn’t appreciate who Jesus is, no more than the generation who
crucified him.

APOCALYPTIC AND THE FUTURE OF
THEOLOGY WITH AND BEYOND L. LOUIS
MARTYN (KINDLE EDITION P. 67)
• GOD “EMPTIED” GOD-SELF IN CHRIST. CHRIST BECAME A MAN,
AND DWELT AMONG SINNERS. HE WAS CONSIDERED A SINNER. HE
WAS PUT TO DEATH AS A BLASPHEMER, AS ONE WHO AT LEAST
IMPLICITLY DENIED GOD, AS ONE WHO REVOLTED AGAINST THE
HOLINESS OF GOD. INDEED, THE GREAT QUESTION IN THE TRIAL
AND CONDEMNATION OF CHRIST WAS PRECISELY THE DENIAL OF
GOD AND THE DENIAL OF (GOD’S) HOLINESS. SO GOD,
(GODSELF) WAS PUT TO DEATH ON THE CROSS BECAUSE GOD DID
NOT MEASURE UP TO (HUMANKIND’S) CONCEPTION OF (GOD’S)
HOLINESS.
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Not knowing the glory of God, expecting mankind did not recognized who Jesus was
and tried to get rid of him. They were expecting somebody different from who Jesus
was. They did not expect the son a carpenter to grant them all that they expected
from the Messiah.

The reason why? The apostle John describes it in the following manner:

• “18 ¶ WE KNOW THAT EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN BORN
OF GOD DOES NOT KEEP ON SINNING, BUT HE WHO WAS
BORN OF GOD PROTECTS HIM, AND THE EVIL ONE DOES
NOT TOUCH HIM. 19 WE KNOW THAT WE ARE FROM
GOD, AND THE WHOLE WORLD LIES IN THE POWER OF
THE EVIL ONE.” (1JO 5:18-19 ESV)
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The apostle John is writing to the church. The church, the called out ones, those whom
God is calling at this time have been transported and rescued from the domain or
power of darkness to the Kingdom of his beloved Son (Col. 1:13).
The apostles are the ones send forth by Jesus. The author of the Bible are inspired by
the Holy Spirit. Their writing is important. They are vital for us to live as God’s church.
The words found in the Bible reflect the mind of God. (“16 All Scripture is breathed
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good
work.” (2Ti 3:16-17 ESV)
Why did these 3 disciples saw God’s glory?
The apostle John calls Jesus the SAVIOR OF THE WORLD. God has plans for the world,
for all those who will place their trust in Jesus when God. Jesus has died for all. (“14
For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died
for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no
longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.” (2Co
5:14-15 ESV)

Jesus showed his glory to his disciples to give us a glimpse of what awaits us. God is so
loving that he wants us to participate and live in his glorious glory united in Jesus for all
eternity. This means that on this journey of ours on the earth that God will not
abandon us or forsake us as he brings us to this final glory we will one day experience.
The apostle John tells us in 1 John. “1 ¶ See what kind of love the Father has given to
us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the
world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children
now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears
we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.” (1Jo 3:1-2 ESV)
The Bible is consistent in showing us God’s plan for us for eternity. We have much
hope. The following are a few of those scriptures describing our future, your future and
mine, in Christ.

“16 THE SPIRIT

HIMSELF BEARS WITNESS WITH OUR SPIRIT

THAT WE ARE CHILDREN OF
HEIRS—HEIRS OF

GOD

GOD, 17 ¶

AND IF CHILDREN, THEN

AND FELLOW HEIRS WITH

CHRIST,

PROVIDED WE SUFFER WITH HIM IN ORDER THAT WE MAY ALSO
BE GLORIFIED WITH HIM.”

COL 3:4 WHEN CHRIST

(RO 8:16-17 ESV)

WHO IS YOUR LIFE APPEARS, THEN

YOU ALSO WILL APPEAR WITH HIM IN GLORY.

2TH 2:14 TO

THIS HE CALLED YOU THROUGH OUR GOSPEL, SO

THAT YOU MAY OBTAIN THE GLORY OF OUR

CHRIST.

LORD JESUS

2TI 2:10 THEREFORE I ENDURE EVERYTHING FOR THE SAKE
OF THE ELECT, THAT THEY ALSO MAY OBTAIN THE SALVATION
THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS WITH ETERNAL GLORY.
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Heb 2:10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all
things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the
founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.
1Pe 5:4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the unfading crown of glory.
1Pe 5:10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.
2Pe 1:3 His divine power has granted to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him
who called us to his own glory and excellence,
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Shortly after his transfiguration, after having shows his disciples his glory, Jesus showed
this power by healing a young boy who was demon possessed. Jesus, in his glory, was
willing to meet human misery in all its form to show that he was more powerful than
any living opposition whether visible or invisible. Jesus, the chosen one, showed that
he was the true liberator of mankind. In his glory, he was willing to live humbly with us
and for us.
What a glorious God we serve! We thank him that he is more than a mere man in his
person. He is the God-man being God and man in his one person! How privilege to
know that Jesus is now in glory at the right hand of the Father. With the myriads of
angels we can also say with them: ““12 …, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”
13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”” (Re 5:12-13 ESV). Like
the elders in John’s heavenly vision, we can “fall down and worship”.
Remember the description of the glory of Jesus seen by Peter, John and James. In
Jesus, this is the gift that awaits us – to participate and share in God’s glory united to

Jesus. We trust in God’s faithfulness to fulfill these promises in His people. We worship
him. We thank him. We pray to him.
To Him be the glory. Amen
Let us pray!

