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“13 NOW

SCRIPTURE
READING:

WHO IS THERE TO HARM YOU
IF YOU ARE ZEALOUS FOR WHAT IS
GOOD? 14 BUT EVEN IF YOU SHOULD
SUFFER FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS’ SAKE,
YOU WILL BE BLESSED. HAVE NO FEAR
OF THEM, NOR BE TROUBLED, 15 BUT IN
YOUR HEARTS REGARD CHRIST THE
LORD AS HOLY, ALWAYS BEING
PREPARED TO MAKE A DEFENSE TO
ANYONE WHO ASKS YOU FOR A REASON
FOR THE HOPE THAT IS IN YOU;

16 ¶ YET DO IT WITH GENTLENESS AND RESPECT,
HAVING A GOOD CONSCIENCE, SO THAT, WHEN YOU
ARE SLANDERED, THOSE WHO REVILE YOUR GOOD
BEHAVIOR IN CHRIST MAY BE PUT TO SHAME. 17
FOR IT IS BETTER TO SUFFER FOR DOING GOOD, IF
THAT SHOULD BE GOD’S WILL, THAN FOR DOING
EVIL. 18 ¶ FOR CHRIST ALSO SUFFERED ONCE
FOR SINS, THE RIGHTEOUS FOR THE
UNRIGHTEOUS, THAT HE MIGHT BRING US TO GOD,
BEING PUT TO DEATH IN THE FLESH BUT MADE
ALIVE IN THE SPIRIT,
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19 in which he went and proclaimed to
the spirits in prison, 20 because they
formerly did not obey, when God’s
patience waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was being prepared, in
which a few, that is, eight persons,
were brought safely through water.
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21 ¶ Baptism, which corresponds to this,
now saves you, not as a removal of dirt
from the body but as an appeal to God for
a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand
of God, with angels, authorities, and
powers having been subjected to him.”
(1Pe 3:13-22 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE LIVING WORD OF GOD
THANK YOU FOR GIVING US A SURE HOPE IN
YOU

AMEN
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During today’s sermon, we are going to look how assured we are in Christ because of
what he has done for us.
Before delving into these verses, the following is a list of the key themes found in 1
Peter. As we look at these verses, it is important that we are aware of the context.
In this letter to the first century believers, the apostle Peter encourages his readers to
endure suffering and persecution.
Whatever happens, they are to endure knowing that God has made them victorious
through the life, death, resurrection and ascension of his eternal Son, Jesus.
As followers of Jesus, as his disciples, we should not be surprised that we suffer at
times. The life and death of Jesus is the new paradigm or model we live our life by.
Before being exalted, Jesus suffered.

Jesus told his disciples they must be willing to sacrifice everything to follow him. “For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will
find it.” (Mt 16:25 ESV)

What Jesus is captured in the following quote: He is no fool who gives what he
cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. Jim Elliot
Read more at: https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/jim_elliot_189244
The letter was sent to the following people. Peter wrote this letter while he was in
Rome in 62-63 AD. This was before the burning of Rome and the persecution of
Christians in 64 AD by the emperor Nero.

BECAUSE JESUS IS VICTORIOUS, LET US SEEK FAITHFULNESS

7

Christians lived in all those areas of what is now Turkey just south of the Black Sea.
There was no ordered widespread persecution of those Christians. This does not
mean that there were no physical persecution of Christians. There may very well have
been. The question and charges brought against the Christians that Peter mentions
in 3:15 and 4:14 – 16 are typical of the everyday questions believers would
encounter because of their faith. (From the ESV study Bible p. 2403)

1.
2.

3.
4.
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5. CHRIST SUFFERING IS AN EXAMPLE TO
HIS DISCIPLES.
6. AT HIS RESURRECTION, CHRIST
TRIUMPHED OVER HIS ENEMIES.
7. CHRISTIANS SHOULD LIVE RIGHTEOUSLY
IN THEIR HOMES AND IN SOCIETY.
8. NEW LIFE IN CHRIST IS THE BASIS FOR A
LIFE OF LOVE AND HOLINESS.
(From the ESV Study Bible p. 2403)
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As we read through this epistle, the apostle Peter moves between two poles—
a) the riches that believers have in Christ
b) and the responsibilities believers need to shoulder even when the society they live
in is rejecting, dismissive and/or hostile.
The writing style of the epistle to those first believers reflects a sense of both urgency
and intensity.
The apostle Paul earlier told believers in the epistle to Romans that grace was not a
permission to sin.
The apostle Peter in this letter, writes about the excitement that we Christian ought
to have in God’s grace. He also gives an average of one command for every 3 verses
written.

His writing certainly is consistent with the teachings of Jesus Christ. Our response to
grace, as we participate in what Jesus is doing in our life, is the obedience of faith.
Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, brings about substantial, monumental and even

tectonic changes in our life.

•
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Yesterday (February 16, 2018) I received an email from Peter Silumula, senior pastor
in India, who asked for us to pray. This is what he wrote, “The believers and pastor of
this village (Devalampalem village of Prakasham District) were excommunicated
from the village for accepting Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. Village
committee decided that no one should talk to these believers and no work should
be provided for them to earn their livelihoods. No admissions to their kids into
schools. The Hindu community not even allowing them to use public transportation
and drinking water facility. But they are still expressing their strong faith in Jesus.
They are paying heavy price for receiving Christ into lives. Nearby this village we
have our child care center for orphans. We want your prayers please. Please pray
for this situation.
Pastor Peter and Helen Silumula (Dated Feb. 16, 2018)
Nabeel Qureshi, in his book, ‘SEEKING ALLAH, FINDING JESUS’, on page 296 says the
following, ‘In closing, I wish to appeal to those who are considering following
Jesus, especially those who will sacrifice much. I will honestly say that my first year
as a Christian was extremely difficult, without a doubt the most painful period of
my life. Each and every day was a struggle, and I experienced depths of anguish I
did not know possible.

But I will also honestly say, looking back 10 years later, that it was the most
powerful and important time of my life. It shaped me, moulded me, change me into
a disciple of Jesus. The Holy Spirit was my Comforter, his Word was my sustenance,
and I would not give up that time for anything. The suffering is what made me into
a true follower of Jesus. My life now, including my walk with God and my
relationship with my wife, is blissful, far more wonderful than I ever could have
imagined when I was a Muslim.
All suffering is worth it to follow Jesus. He is amazing. “
To give you a bit of background, about Nabeel Qureshi, he came to the United States
as a young boy with his father, mother and sister. He grew up as a devout Muslim. We
have to understand that for Muslims, the religion of Islam is their identity. Like
millions of others, he was so steeped and so convinced that his religion was the truth
and Christianity was a lie that conversion for him was a 180 degree change. (This 180
degree change is true for most Muslims). He died recently at the age of 34 suffering
from stomach cancer.
He was a well-educated man, became a doctor and rather than entering that career,
he choose to enter the ministry as a passionate and devoted servant of Jesus Christ.
His story is absolutely amazing. If you have a chance to read this book, I would
encourage you to do so. His book was the New York Times bestseller. He was also
given the Christian Book Award Winner, Best Non-Fiction and Best New Author.
I personally remember my first days as a follower of Jesus, coming from a small
village, how my wife and I were set aside at first. Because of our radical change, it
also caused a great deal of suffering for my father and mother. They had a deep a
sense of failure, shame and guilt. My mother was profoundly impacted. She was very
active in the religious community. She resigned from these organizations she
belonged to because of her sense of shame and failure.

Our walk with Jesus was tumultuous at times but he has brought us to a place that I
would not change for anything!
I know for sure that Jesus is the truth, the life and the resurrection.
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As we grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ, we are to be able to gently give the
reason for the hope that we have in him to those from outside the Christian
community who ask.
Karl Barth in his book Church Dogmatics, volume V. 1 page 329-330 says the
following:

Biblical study... Is not merely the affair of a few specialists but
fundamentally of all the members of the community. For none is
infallible, and all need to be subject to the control of the rest. And
again, it might someday be asked of any Christian to give an
answer to those without concerning "the hope that is in you"
(verse 3:15).
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For this is no little knowledge of the Bible, and
indeed some understanding and therefore study,
are indispensable. The statement: "I am a mere
layman and not a theologian "is evidence not of
humility but of indolence (lethargy, laziness) ... The
Christian must also be in a position to see his way
clearly and not be constantly bewildered in the
dramas, tragedies and comedies of the past and
present history of the community...
The task of every Christian.... is his task as a
bearer of the gospel to the others who still stand
without.
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In other words, it is important for us to know the Word, Jesus, and to have a good
knowledge the written Word of God, the Bible. We are to be well grounded in Jesus
and know why we are.
This is our simple way of participating in what Jesus is doing in his church, in our
personal life and in the life of those God is placing us in contact with in his gracious
will.

•
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Although this is a short verse, succinct, it says a lot. It is really the cornerstone of our
Christian belief.
Christ suffered for our sins. Some manuscripts say died. Jesus suffered and died for
our sins.
His death has meaning because Jesus is God one in being with God the Father and
the Holy Spirit. Being human and divine at the same time, being sinless, he could take
all of our sins upon himself. He could pay the penalty. He could repair and heal the
golf of separation existing between God and ourselves. As the perfect human being,
he could represent all of us.
As David Wood said to Nabeel Qureshi, “This was not like paying off trillions of
dollars of debt with one dollar. This was paying trillions of dollars of debt with an
infinite bank account! God’s life is worth more than all the other lives in the
universe combined. His death more than paid for all the debts that the rest of us
deserve.” (Page 200, SEEKING ALLAH, FINDING JESUS, A Devout Muslim Encounters
Christianity by Nabeel Qureshi.)

1 trillion is equal to 1000 millions or 10 to 12th power - meaning that it has 12 zeros
after the 1.
By measuring the number and luminosity of observable galaxies, astronomers put
current estimates of the total stellar population at roughly 70 billion trillion (7 x
1022). (from http://www.skyandtelescope.com/astronomy-resources/how-many-stars-arethere/)

What we are reading in this verse is that God loves sinners. For us human beings, this
is the most encouraging statement we can make to anybody. Jesus, being man and
divine, paid the price for all of humanity sinfulness by shedding his blood.
God did not send somebody else to take care of the sin problem. He came down
himself to deal with this enormous killing virus affecting all humanity. Jesus came to
reverse it all. God came to work to do this "dirty work". No one else could have done
it.
Something mysterious happens at death. The book of Ecclesiastes says that our spirit
returns to God. When Stephen, a follower of Jesus Christ, was being put to death by
stoning, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” (Acts 7:59)

•
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This verse is reflected in the Apostle's Creed. "One of the doctrinal lists commonly
used in the Western empire was called the Apostles’ Creed. The word “creed”
comes from the Latin word credo, meaning “I believe.” It was called “Apostles” not
because the apostles themselves wrote it (although some people may have thought
this), but because the Creed was believed to be an accurate summary of what the
apostles taught.“
Who are these spirits in prison?
There are basically three interpretations:
1 – unsaved human beings in Noah's day;
2- the spirits of the fallen angels who were cast into hell to await final judgment.
3- Christ offered a second chance of salvation to those in prison.
As Mr. Ted Johnston says, senior pastor in GCI, "The idea fallen angels seems to fit
the context best. Jesus message to these imprisoned spirits was probably in
announcements of his victory over Satan and the demons. Peter's point in
mentioning this is his victory that Jesus won is ours.“

One thing we can say for sure about Jesus is that being divine never cease to be God
even if he became fully man.
We also know that Peter knew what he meant when he wrote this even if we are not
sure ourselves.
The important point is that Jesus died for all of us in our place. He did not stay dead.
He was resurrected as we see in the next verses.

“20

because they formerly did not obey, when God’s
patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark
was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were brought safely through water. 21 ¶
Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you,
not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers having been subjected to
him.” (1Pe 3:20-22 ESV)
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The apostle Paul wrote very clearly that we are saved by Jesus' life, by his
resurrection from the dead. “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to
God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be
saved by his life.” (Ro 5:10 ESV).
The apostle Peter says that what happened to Noah was a type of our baptism.
(We will touch on this a little later).
The important point is that Jesus has gone into heaven and he has authority over all –
angels, authorities and powers. Jesus was given the responsibility by God the Father
to bring to fruition God's eternal plan for humanity. We can be sure of that. “But we
see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus,
crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the
grace of God he might taste death for everyone.” (Heb 2:9 ESV)

Jesus is the living and he is the Saviour of the world and it is only through him that we
can have eternal life. There is no other way. He is the one who has gone to heaven to
prepare a place for all humanity, for all those who would come to faith in him (John

14). Jesus is the perfect man in heaven sitting at the right hand of the Father. “For
there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus,” (1Ti 2:5 ESV)
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Noah is mentioned several times in the Bible. In Hebrews 11, he is mentioned as one
of the heroes of the faith. As we look to Noah we can admire his faithfulness. He
preach for 120 years. These were 120 difficult years. He preached a message of
repentance. Only eight people, himself and his wife, three sons and their wives were
saved from the flood.
Jesus talked about Noah in Matthew 24. He said that in the last days, in which we are
now living, the culture would be like that of Noah’s day. People will go about their
business ignoring God and his instructions. (“As were the days of Noah, so will be
the coming of the Son of Man.” (Mt 24:37 ESV)
Imagine preaching for 120 years, building a boat in the middle of nowhere, preaching
about God and his love towards those people.
They simply ignored the warning. How faithful and persistent was Noah continuing to
preach and share God's urgent message with no response!!!
To be noted that baptism is an important sacrament – an outward sign of our
acceptance of being washed from the guilt of our sinfulness by the blood of Jesus.

In the early church,, when people were about to be baptized, they were asked about
three things:
1 – their pledge to obey and serve God;
2 – their renouncing of the devil;
3 – their breaking away from their sinful past.
Making every effort to live by those pledges was conducive to a good conscience.
The apostle Peter encourages those believers as well as us to stay faithful in all
circumstances.
What can we learn? I like what Mr. Ted Johnston says in a sermon on the Scriptures.
(Next slide)

1 – EXPECT OPPOSITION
2 – SEEK FAITHFULNESS NOT SUCCESS
3 – BE ENCOURAGED BY CHRIST'S VICTORY
4– BAPTISM IS IMPORTANT
:

BECAUSE JESUS IS VICTORIOUS, LET US SEEK FAITHFULNESS
18

1 – we live in a world in darkness. We have been rescued. We should not be surprised
that people will resist our efforts to serve Jesus.
Jesus was perfect and he faced opposition. We are not perfect but it is not an excuse
to live in sin. We are to make every effort to live in our new identity of having been
made righteous in Jesus. Consequently, if we suffer, it ought to be because of our well
doing and not because of our disobedience to Jesus.
2 – a great number of God's people did not appear to accomplish much. Noah was
saved from the water of the flood with 7 members of his family.
Jesus died on the cross as a common criminal in a shameful and brutal death at the
hands of the Jews and the Romans. They represent all humanity. In his death, he was
victorious.
We cannot judge success through the eyes or the standards of this world. Jesus is the
Lord of the harvest. We need to remember that the great harvest comes at the end
of this age!
3 – Jesus has won the victory over all evil, sin and death for us. Our water baptism

pictures our baptism in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit unites us to Christ. Being
united to Christ, in him, we are united to God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one
being in three persons.
We need to realize that we fight not against flesh and blood but against evil unseen
forces, as we read in Ephesians 6. Even if these evil forces are defeated, they are
permitted to cause havoc, confusion and disarray until Jesus puts them all away at his
second return.
In spite of opposition, we know that in Jesus, the victory is assured.
4 – Our water baptism gives testimony that we have broken with the old way of life.
In Christ, we live a new life. At baptism, we pledged that we would follow him
wherever he leads us and however he leads us. Baptism is a symbol of our trust in
Jesus. Baptism per se does not save us. Jesus saves us.
That being said, as we serve Jesus, there will sometimes be difficulties and troubles.
We are not seek success as the world sees success. We are to be faithful to God and
trust him for the outcome as we share in his ministry and victory against all those
forces who are bent on deceiving and destroying .

Let us pray

