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PHILIPPIANS 1:3 ¶ I

GOD
YOU, 4

THANK MY

IN ALL MY REMEMBRANCE OF

ALWAYS IN EVERY PRAYER OF MINE FOR

YOU ALL MAKING MY PRAYER WITH JOY,

SCRIPTURE 5 BECAUSE OF YOUR PARTNERSHIP IN
READING: THE GOSPEL FROM THE FIRST DAY UNTIL
NOW.

PHILIPPIANS 1:311; LUKE 3:1-6
(ESV)
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6 AND I

AM SURE OF THIS, THAT

HE WHO BEGAN A GOOD WORK IN YOU
WILL BRING IT TO COMPLETION AT THE
DAY OF

JESUS CHRIST.

2

7 ¶ IT IS RIGHT FOR ME TO FEEL THIS WAY ABOUT YOU
ALL, BECAUSE I HOLD YOU IN MY HEART, FOR YOU ARE
ALL PARTAKERS WITH ME OF GRACE, BOTH IN MY
IMPRISONMENT AND IN THE DEFENSE AND
CONFIRMATION OF THE GOSPEL.
WITNESS, HOW
AFFECTION OF
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8 FOR GOD

I YEARN FOR YOU
CHRIST JESUS.

IS MY

ALL WITH THE

3

9 ¶ And it is my prayer that your love may abound
more and more, with knowledge and all
discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the
day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to
the glory and praise of God.” (Php 1:3-11 ESV)
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Luke 3:1 ¶ In the fifteenth year of the reign of
Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor
of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee,
and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch
of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3
And he went into all the region around the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins.
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4 As it is written in the book of the words of
Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying
in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight. 5 Every valley
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill
shall be made low, and the crooked shall
become straight, and the rough places shall
become level ways, 6 and all flesh shall see
the salvation of God.’”” (Lu 3:1-6 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING GOD
THANK YOU JESUS FOR YOUR CALLING AT
THIS TIME TO PARTICIPATE IN YOUR WORK ON
EARTH
AMEN
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The day of our wedding is still very vivid in my mind. There was a lot of preparation
that went into the planning of this memorable day! The day I got married both of our
life drastically changed. Life became a brand new journey. We would now journey
through life together!
When people get married, the preparation for the bride goes through is very elaborate,
much more than the husband’s.
On our wedding day, everything went very smoothly. When Edna walked down the
aisle of the big church where we were married, she was the focus of my eyes and
heart. All the other people attending our wedding became a part of the background. As
much as I loved other people, at that particular time, they became blurred in the
backdrop. The peculiar joy I felt on that day was something I had never experienced
before. We were going to live together the rest of our earthly lives. We were prepared
to face anything together and over the years, we did face many joyous moments but
also many trying challenges. There is a section in the writing of Paul that we were
unaware of. It was not part of the marriage preparation course we took.
“26 I think that in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he

is. 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do
not seek a wife. 28 But if you do marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed
woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles,
and I would spare you that.” (1 Co 7:26–28 ESV).
During the years, again, we experienced both joy and worldly trouble and I am sure
Edna will agree! But that is another subject.
The other event that changed my life forever and which came after our wedding was
when God made me aware of his calling on my life. I remember the day I was baptized
in the name of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It was in a river outside of
Bouctouche. On that day, both Edna and I surrendered our life to God. We did not
understand much at that time but we knew for sure Jesus had come to the earth as a
human being and we also knew that one day he would return. We had no idea what
grace meant, what sanctification meant, etc. but we were both given a profound desire
to seek and please God, which God continues to give us.
At that time, we did not really understand what it meant to live in between the times
between Jesus’ first and second coming and what it would entail. We did not really
understand our calling and what it meant. We are still growing in that understanding!
The life of John the Baptist and the lives of Christians before us help each of us to clarify
this calling we have on our life.
It is edifying to look at the life of John the Baptist.
According to historical records, John the Baptist would have begun his ministry in AD 27
or 28.
It is also very interesting the extent to which God went to prepare John the Baptist for
this very important mission.

THE CALL ON JOHN THE BAPTIST’S LIFE
LUKE 1:8 NOW WHILE HE WAS SERVING AS PRIEST
BEFORE GOD WHEN HIS DIVISION WAS ON DUTY, 9
ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THE PRIESTHOOD, HE
WAS CHOSEN BY LOT TO ENTER THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD
AND BURN INCENSE. 10 AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF
THE PEOPLE WERE PRAYING OUTSIDE AT THE HOUR OF
INCENSE.
THE

11 AND

LORD

THERE APPEARED TO HIM AN ANGEL OF

STANDING ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE ALTAR

OF INCENSE.

12 AND ZECHARIAH

WAS TROUBLED WHEN

HE SAW HIM, AND FEAR FELL UPON HIM.
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13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah,
for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth
will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14
And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice
at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he
must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled
with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And
he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord
their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to
make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”” (Lu 1:8-17 ESV)
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God had placed on Zechariah’s heart to pray for a child. God answered his prayer in a
very unexpected way. Zechariah had no idea the plan that God would have for his son
and the mission he was to be given.

His mission would be to prepare the people of Judah for the first coming of Jesus.
Obviously, Zechariah and Elizabeth seeking God and walking in his will, would have
diligently taught their son about God and about his will for people.
As John grew up, he lived in the desert as an unknown. He was not noticeable, wellknown or obvious in Judah until he began his God-given mission of bringing the good
news of the coming of the divine Saviour to earth. Commentaries tell us that his
mission lasted for one year or two. The societal conditions he lived in were complex.

John began his ministry in this complex setting: political Rome, political Israel, and
religious Israel all had a stake in the affairs of the region (cf. Josephus, Antiquities
18.5.2 §§ 115–18). Bock, Darrell L. Luke: The NIV Application Commentary from Biblical
Text to Contemporary Life (p. 109). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.

Reading John the Baptist’s message, it is evident that people’s heart was far from God.
He told people to repent. He told them to turn their hearts to God. Like today, most
people lived with the primary concern of meeting every day physical needs. God not
being very present in their life, God’s commanded behaviours in the OT, were too often
than not distant from their minds and hearts.
Israel had been called to be God’s special people. God was to be first in their lives. They
were to be different because God gave them clear directives and commandments on
how to live their lives. Following the path of humanity, the nation of Israel including the
tribe of Judah lived independently from God, even if they were religious.
As John the Baptist called people to repentance, many were baptized. His baptism was
very different from the others. They knew of ceremonial washings but this was a
baptism in preparation for the coming of the Messiah.
John the Baptist spoke to the common folks, he spoke to the religious leadership, he
addressed the soldiers about the attitude they were to have in fulfilling their duties. He
also talked to the Roman leadership of the time. His message was the same for all but
tailored particularly for each group. He addressed Herod but Herod did not respond
very favourably to the good news John the Baptist brought of the coming of the
Messiah and his need to repent.
“19 But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his
brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added this to them
all, that he locked up John in prison.” (Lu 3:19–20 ESV)
Luke tells us that the message John the Baptist preached was good news. The news was
so good that multitudes accepted to be baptized in preparation for the advent of Jesus.

John the Baptist pointed to Jesus in all his short ministry.
It is also interesting to consider the genealogy of Jesus in Luke. It is different than the
genealogy found in Matthew.
In Matthew, the genealogy of Jesus stops at Abraham while in Luke, his genealogy goes
all the way back to Adam, thus showing that Jesus became part of our humanity. He
represents all of humanity because he is a descendent of Adam.
You may ask what does it have to do with us?
John the Baptist was preparing the people of his day for Jesus’ first coming which he did

wonderfully. He gave it all in fulfilling his very hopeful mission.
In our day, we look back to the miraculous incarnation of Jesus when he came to earth
as one of us—God with us!
John the Baptist was preparing for Jesus’ first coming.
We look back at his first coming and celebrate. We also look towards his second
coming with anticipation. We live in between the times. John the Baptist was prepared
by God for this very special mission.
We also have a very special mission of preaching the good news—the truth that Jesus
has come to the earth and that he will come again, this time in power and glory.
Like John the Baptist, we have been called to participate in this amazing work of grace.
On the way to Emmaus, opening the disciples mind, he told them something very
important. (Next slide)

“45 Then he opened their minds to understand
the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the
third day rise from the dead, 47 and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these
things.” (Lu 24:45-48 ESV)
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As part of God’s church, this is a continuing responsibility that we have to preach the
message of the good news of the return of Jesus Christ.
Just like John the Baptist, we are to include a message of repentance and forgiveness of
sins as we participate in God’s work proclaiming Jesus’ return.
We have been called at this time to be a holy people. We are called saints by grace. The
grace of God trains us to live a certain way. “11 ¶ For the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13
waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ,” (Tit 2:11-13 ESV)
Christians are equipped to live in different places on the earth at this time just as in
time past.
—There are Christians who live in China who live under very special circumstances
including governmental oppression. They assembled in house churches because the
worship of the triune God is frown upon in China. They live as followers of Jesus at the
risk of losing their freedom. Yet the church in China thrives. A good number of the

pastors and church leaders end up in prison for 3 years;
—There are Christians who live in the Middle East. Some who convert risk rejection by
their family and sometimes the loss of their life;
—there are Christians living in South America under very different circumstances than
those in China or the Middle East. Some of their countries face endemic corruption and
gang rule;
—there are Christians living in Africa who are also living in particular circumstances –
some face war, famine, extreme poverty, refugee camps, etc;
—there are Christians living in the United States, in Canada, New Zealand, and
Australia and in Western Europe who are also living where there is more physical ease
and tolerance but also many challenges. For example, recently in one of the local
school, a young boy came home wondering about a questionnaire he had received. He
was asked on questionnaire questions about his sexuality, whether he was gay, straight,
or some other orientation. The little boy answered that he was straight. He answered
that he was straight but it did not really know what it meant. His parents had to
explained the meaning of these various terms. There are so many other challenges,
living a God denying society, to lengthy to discuss today.
It is important to realize that God equips his people to live fruitfully and faithfully
wherever we are planted to be his ambassadors, to declare his praises and to share this
wonderful news of Jesus’ second coming, the hope of the resurrection, etc..
We are not left alone, God the Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father through the
Son comes to live in us, to tabernacle in us to equip us to participate in his work of
salvation. We are never left alone. God is our complete resource and strength.

We have a strong example of this participation in Paul’s letter to the Philippians.

“1 ¶ Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the
saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers
and deacons: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 ¶ I thank my God in all my
remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for
you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I
am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 ¶ It is
right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you
in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both
in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of
the gospel.” (Php 1:1-7 ESV)
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Why was Paul joyful?
Paul was given a very special responsibility to bring this good news to the children of
Israel, to the Gentiles and to kings.
“13 But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much
evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the
chief priests to bind all who call on your name.’ 15 But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for
he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings
and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the
sake of my name.’’ (Ac 9:13–16 ESV)
Paul had joy thinking of the Philippians while he was in prison because they
participated in his work of preaching the good news to these various groups of people.
The Philippians were very faithful. They supported him financially. They prayed for him.
They supported him while he had “success” and while he was isolated and in prison.
They never gave up on Paul. Today, people tend to flock to the more wealthy and
successful churches. The Philippians certainly did not act that way. They remained

faithful to God and to Paul
Where did this strength of theirs come from?
Their strengths for the Philippians came from the grace of God, in other words, directly
from God.

Paul thanks God for the Philippians’ partnership in the gospel
not only because of the practical assistance it provided for the
advancement of the gospel but also because it stands as a
confirmation that God is at work in the lives of the Philippians
(cf. 4:17). Paul knows, moreover, that if God has begun a work of
grace in the Philippians, he will complete it, for he has the
power “to bring everything under his control” (3:21); he is thus
confident that God will conduct the Philippians safely into the
realm of salvation on the day of Christ Jesus. This, he feels, is
enough reason to rejoice. Thielman, Frank S. Philippians (The NIV Application
Commentary Book 11) (p. 39). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.

SPECIAL
INSTRUCTION
GIVEN
TO
THE
PHILIPPIANS TO HAVE PEACE WHILE WAITING FOR
OUR BLESSED HOPE.
• “1 ¶ SO IF THERE IS ANY ENCOURAGEMENT IN CHRIST, ANY
COMFORT FROM LOVE, ANY PARTICIPATION IN THE SPIRIT,
ANY AFFECTION AND SYMPATHY, 2 COMPLETE MY JOY BY
BEING OF THE SAME MIND, HAVING THE SAME LOVE, BEING
IN FULL ACCORD AND OF ONE MIND. 3 DO NOTHING FROM
RIVALRY OR CONCEIT, BUT IN HUMILITY COUNT OTHERS
MORE SIGNIFICANT THAN YOURSELVES. 4 LET EACH OF YOU
LOOK NOT ONLY TO HIS OWN INTERESTS, BUT ALSO TO THE
INTERESTS OF OTHERS. 5 HAVE THIS MIND AMONG
YOURSELVES, WHICH IS YOURS IN CHRIST JESUS,” (PHP
2:1-5 ESV)
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Paul’s manner of communicating this admonition is also important. He does so by
example. The most effective way to achieve unity is not to demand that everyone
agree with us but to look out for the interests of others and to refuse to claim for
ourselves the privileges that rightfully belong to us. This is the path Paul follows in
the first two verses of Philippians, and his example provides an appropriate
springboard for challenging the modern church to seek unity through a genuine
concern for the interests of others Thielman, Frank S.. Philippians (The NIV Application
Commentary Book 11) (p. 44). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
There were some conflicts in the church in Philippi. Two of the leading women who
were companions participating in the proclaiming of the good news had difficulty
getting along. Paul encouraged these two women to agree in the Lord. Paul asked
someone, whom he does not name, to help these 2 faithful women reach agreement.

Conflicts take up a lot of energy. Conflicts take away from our ability to contribute
effectively in the work of proclaiming the gospel.

Paul gives the perfect example in his life and teaching of not looking down on anyone

but really looking after the interests of others for the sake of serving Jesus.

Let us pray to be sensitive to where God is leading to participate with him individually
and as a congregation in the work that he is doing in this part of the world.
We have the privilege of a very special calling. It may not be dramatic or earthshaking.
John the Baptist spent many of his years in the desert as a person unknown. Jesus, until
the time he began his ministry, was not known as being the divine Son of God and our
Saviour. He lived in ordinary life.
The time in relative obscurity was also a very important time in their lives. John the
Baptist stayed faithful to God. Jesus stayed faithful to God the Father all of his life for all
of us both during the time prior to his public ministry and during his public ministry of
preaching the good news of the kingdom and calling people to repentance.
Let us not get discouraged because we belong to a small denomination worldwide or
because we belong to a small congregation here in Moncton and Saint John. God has
not abandoned us. Our responsibility is to stay faithful and to pray for the insight, the
courage to share this good news of the gospel according to the will of God.
Let us pray to live repented lives, sensitive to God's commands and direction for our
life. Let us pray as well to be effective ambassadors of Jesus as live our daily lives. May
our life reflect his life both in our conduct and in our words as we grow in the grace and
knowledge of Jesus empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Let us be thankful and praise God for the wonderful grace of participating in his work
on the earth as we now wait for and live in the hope of the good news of his return.
Let us pray.
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