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“38 AND IN HIS TEACHING HE SAID,
“BEWARE OF THE SCRIBES, WHO LIKE
TO WALK AROUND IN LONG ROBES AND
LIKE GREETINGS IN THE MARKETPLACES

SCRIPTURE
READING:
MARK 12:38-44

39

AND HAVE THE BEST SEATS IN THE

SYNAGOGUES AND THE PLACES OF
HONOR AT FEASTS,

40

WHO DEVOUR

WIDOWS’ HOUSES AND FOR A PRETENSE
MAKE LONG PRAYERS.

THEY

WILL

RECEIVE THE GREATER
CONDEMNATION.”
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41 ¶ AND

HE SAT DOWN OPPOSITE THE TREASURY AND
WATCHED THE PEOPLE PUTTING MONEY INTO THE
OFFERING BOX. MANY RICH PEOPLE PUT IN LARGE
SUMS. 42 AND A POOR WIDOW CAME AND PUT IN TWO
SMALL COPPER COINS, WHICH MAKE A PENNY. 43 AND
HE CALLED HIS DISCIPLES TO HIM AND SAID TO THEM,
“TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, THIS POOR WIDOW HAS PUT IN
MORE THAN ALL THOSE WHO ARE CONTRIBUTING TO
THE OFFERING BOX. 44 FOR THEY ALL CONTRIBUTED
OUT OF THEIR ABUNDANCE, BUT SHE OUT OF HER
POVERTY HAS PUT IN EVERYTHING SHE HAD, ALL SHE
HAD TO LIVE ON.”” (MR 12:38-44 ESV)
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1 Kings 17:8-11 “8 ¶ Then the word of the
LORD came to him, 9 “Arise, go to Zarephath,
which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there.
Behold, I have commanded a widow there to
feed you.” 10 So he arose and went to
Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of
the city, behold, a widow was there gathering
sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring
me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.”
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“11 And as she was going to bring it, he called to
her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your
hand.” 12 And she said, “As the LORD your God
lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in
a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering
a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for
myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13
And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you
have said. But first make me a little cake of it and
bring it to me, and afterward make something for
yourself and your son.
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14 For thus says the LORD the God of
Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent,
and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until
the day that the LORD sends rain upon
the earth.’” 15 And she went and did as
Elijah said. And she and he and her
household ate for many days. 16 The jar
of flour was not spent, neither did the jug
of oil become empty, according to the
word of the LORD that he spoke by
Elijah.” (1Ki 17:8-16 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE LIVING WORDS OF
GOD.
THANK YOU GOD FOR BEING SO
LOVING AND GENEROUS
AMEN!
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Being very generous and unselfish and trusting God is not something that comes
naturally.
Certainly, the example that are given in the Bible about being generous and giving is
stretching and challenging. It tends to be very countercultural and counter our human
nature.
In our modern Western culture, we have very strong values about being selfdependent, thinking that we have primary responsibility to self to develop our
potential. We believe, apart from God, that it is good and proper to establish our own
goals without reference to God’s will.
Most people in the Western world believe that our human value is based on our
possessions, on our education and or our individual achievements.

These values permeate our society. When God calls us and gives us a new life, these
fundamental beliefs become completely changed as we are being transformed in the
likeness of God.

We realize that the intrinsic value of every human being is based on the fact that we are
created in the image of God. We realize that God so loved the world that gave his
eternal Son Jesus to experience death for all of us and to liberate us from its grips
through the resurrection including his ascension back to heaven at the Father’s throne
where he perfectly represents all of us as our High Priest.
God is the most giving being in the whole universe. We see it all around us as he takes
care of the animals, of the flowers and of everything created. Jesus, having been given
all authority, sustains all the universe with its delicate balance to sustain life.

We see his hand everywhere in spite of the fact that presently, in these in-between
times - sandwiched between his first coming and return to the earth, the earth and all
humanity is groaning waiting for the glorious return of Jesus. (“20 For the creation was
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation
has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.” (Ro 8:20-23 ESV)).
In the mean time, he provides us with food and rain even if we, human beings,
completely mismanage the earth causing starvation as a result of wars and other
failures on our part. We fail to properly manage the earth he has given us to care for.
Jesus came to show us what he truly values. In his word, it is very clear that he values
hearts and minds that are dedicated to him. He values hearts and minds that our
trusting him.
As we think about generosity, we need to remember that the captain of our salvation,
Jesus, has blazed the way for us. He lived the perfect life of obedience trusting God the
Father completely. He lived the perfect life including the willingness to suffer an
extremely agonizing and suffering death on the cross of Calvary. He did this for all of us.
This is why we can trust in him to follow his instructions of loving God first and loving
neighbours as we love self. The depth to which Jesus was willing to go to liberate us
from death, sin and the darkness of this world is proof of his love for everyone of us. He
gave the ultimate - his life.
The triune God is the most giving. We see his character in his instructions for us.
The very encouraging and beautiful action that God does is that upon believing in him
and placing our trust in him, we can begin to experience a completely new life as he
gives us a new heart, a generous heart..

Let us consider the background to the widow's offering.
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Jesus knew the heart of the scribes who drew attention to themselves by wearing long
robes. They loved recognition in the marketplaces. This included getting the best seats
in the synagogues and being recognized at feasts. They sought the places of honour.
They preyed upon the poor and were callous towards them. They trampled on those
who were already crushed.
Isaiah was inspired to write that those who knowingly and intentionally abuse the poor
and the downtrodden would face serious consequences.
Isa 10:1–4 (NLT) What sorrow awaits the unjust judges
and those who issue unfair laws. 2 They deprive the poor of justice
and deny the rights of the needy among my people. They prey on
widows
and take advantage of orphans. 3 What will you do when I punish
you,
when I send disaster upon you from a distant land? To whom will
you turn for help? Where will your treasures be safe?
4 You will stumble along as prisoners or lie among the dead.

But even then the LORD’s anger will not be satisfied. His fist is still poised
to strike.
The accusation made by Jesus against the scribes was very serious.
Finally, Jesus castigates the prayers of these teachers of the law. The temple
was supposed to be a place of prayer (11:24), but Jesus attacks the motives
behind their “lengthy prayers”. Prayers supposedly addressed to God are
spoken to win accolades from human eavesdroppers. They do not recognize
how despicable their insincerity is and fool themselves into believing that human
admiration for their piety accords with God’s. (Garland, David E. Mark [The NIV
Application Commentary Book 2] [p. 480]. Zondervan. Kindle Edition.)
What follows next is another event. When Jesus describes and notices the
widow's offering, he is probably in front of one of 13 trumpet-shaped boxes
found in the temple at that time around the court of women where they
assembled for worship. Jesus observe people giving and putting money into the
offering box. He observed that many rich people put in large sums of money. He
also observed the giving of a poor widow. He did not condemn their giving. He
says that the widow had given more than all of them because she had given
from her poverty.
In an act of worship towards God – she was in the temple – the widow gave
extravagantly.
The offering that the widow made was probably a free will offering as described
in Exodus 35 and 36 and 1 Chronicles 29.
The widow gave with a different attitude than than those who gave out of the
abundance of the riches. She placed in the offering two small copper coins
which amounted to very little money. What she gave in monetary value was just
mere pittance. Two copper coins equalled one penny. One copper coin was
worth 1/128 of a denarius, a denarius was a day’s wage for a labourer. In other
words, she gave less than 1% or 0.78% of the daily labourers’ wages.
Monetarily, it was not a huge sum. The temple was meant to be a house of
prayer—house of worship to our great God. She gave to God. Jesus said that
she gave out of her poverty.
Jesus knew her heart. She did not do it out of compulsion or force. She gave it
willingly trusting God for the outcome, completely trusting in God’s will for her in
this act of worship..

What she did has been recorded for all generations to read. How inspiring it is to
read!
Jesus said that she gave more than all these other people because she gave out
of her poverty and not out of her abundance. The rich gave out of their surplus.
She gave her offering very sacrificially to honour God.

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE WIDOW'S
OFFERING?
• 1- SEEKING GOD
GOD
• 2- GOD

AND NOT WHAT WE CAN GET FROM

KNOWS AND THE MOTIVES OF THE HEART.

• 3- OUR LOVE FOR GOD IS A RESPONSE TO
GOD'S LOVE FOR US
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1 – We do not seek God for the purpose of making us rich and wealthy in this age. We
do not control God. God is an independent being loving us. The greatest gift that he
gives is a new life in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. As we read the Bible, God
fearing people worship God for who he is and not for what we can get from him. In
fact, we have already received the greatest gift there could be – Jesus our hope of
glory!

2- God does not look at the amount we give. He knows what we have. We are told in
the epistles of Paul that God loves a cheerful giver. He doesn't look at our giving as
human beings look at giving. We human beings are impressed by people who give very
large amounts of money to various causes. This is not God's perspective at all as we
see in the example of this widow.
Giving is voluntary. The widow was not forced to gave what she gave. She gave out of
love for God. 2 Corinthians chapters 8 and 9 are worth reading in this context. Let us
look at the first verses in chapter 8.
“1 ¶ We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given

among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance
of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their
part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their
means, of their own free will, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in
the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves
first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.” (2Co 8:1-5 ESV)

They gave as a result of the grace God gave them. Their giving originated from the heart
of God.

God says very clearly that if we seek him first in his kingdom that he will provide for us.
“31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and
your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” (Mt 6:31-33
ESV)
We are to be living sacrifices, the apostle Paul writes. We have been bought by the
precious blood of Jesus Christ and therefore we belong to him.
3- God meets us in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit.
Our first priority then is always loving God first. We cannot pursue power, wealth,
sensual gratification of all types first and serve God. As disciples of Jesus, we are not to
have a divided heart. Jesus is our treasure and no one else.
Let us now consider 1 Kings 17

THE WIDOW OF ZAREPHATH
(1 KING 17:8-16)
• “1 ¶ I

WANT YOU TO KNOW, BROTHERS, THAT OUR FATHERS
WERE ALL UNDER THE CLOUD, AND ALL PASSED THROUGH
THE SEA, 2 AND ALL WERE BAPTIZED INTO MOSES IN THE
CLOUD AND IN THE SEA, 3 AND ALL ATE THE SAME
SPIRITUAL FOOD, 4 AND ALL DRANK THE SAME SPIRITUAL
DRINK. FOR THEY DRANK FROM THE SPIRITUAL ROCK THAT
FOLLOWED THEM, AND THE ROCK WAS CHRIST.” (1CO 10:1-

4 ESV)

Generosity Begins With and In God

10

Context:
If Yahweh withholds the rain, it will prove Baal to be powerless. Yahweh’s will is
represented through the word of prophet; the oath announces an irrevocable state
of affairs that will weigh on the rule of Ahab. The threat of drought by the oath of
Yahweh is a direct challenge to the powers of Baal. B a a l w a s t h e r i d e r o f
the clouds, the god of rain and fertility, and
t h e r e f o r e o f r i c h e s . Konkel, August H. 1 and 2 Kings (The NIV Application
Commentary) (p. 296). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
At the beginning of chapter 17, God makes it very clear that he is in charge. Elijah told
Ahab that the God of Israel is alive and that there would be no rain these years except
by the word of Elijah.
After having had that conversation with Ahab, Elijah was told to go eastward and to
hide himself by the Brook Cherith. Elijah is directed to go outside Ahab’s territory. God
told him that he was to drink from the brook where he had commanded the ravens to
feed him.
Elijah obeyed. He had water to drink and the ravens brought him bread and meat in the

morning and bread and need in the evening. After a while, the brook also dried up
because there was no rain in the land.
The word of the Lord and came to him and told him to go to Zerapath. This was in
Phoenician territory. The NIV Application Commentary tells us that this was in the heart
of Baal worship.
Their god was not able to provide for the people in that area but God provides for his
faithful prophet.

There he met a woman, a widow at the gate of the city was gathering sticks. He called
to her and asked her to bring a little water in a vessel so that he could drink. He then
called to her and told her to bring him a morsel of bread in her hand.
She then told Elisha that she only had a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug.
Looking at her situation, her outlook was very bleak. She had in her mind that both she
and her son would die of starvation.
Elijah then told her not to fear and to do as he instructed her. He told her to make a
little cake with what she had and to bring it to him. Afterwards, she was to make
something for herself and her son. He then told her what the God of Israel said.
This was counterintuitive. The natural tendency would be to prepare food for self and if
there is any left to share it.
“For thus says the LORD the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the
jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain upon the earth.’”
(1 Ki 17:14 ESV)
This widow obeyed Elijah and Elijah and her household ate for many days because the
jar of flour and the jar of oil never emptied. This happened according to the word of
God.
This miraculous feeding Elijah and the widow all originated with God. God gave the
instructions. Elijah obeyed in faith. The widow trusted in God by trusting in his servant
Elijah.
It’s interesting that according to God’s word, she fed Elijah before keeping food for
herself and her son. She trusted God and his servant to tell the truth in a very desperate
situation. This is really the obedience of faith from both Elijah and this widow.

God is able to intervene and does intervene in situations that appear impossible to the
human eye. His plan include our adoption through Jesus Christ. This plan has been in
the work before human beings were ever created..
“3 ¶ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before
him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will,” (Eph 1:3-5 ESV)

The same Lord who followed and directed Elijah and the widow is Jesus Christ, as we
read in second Corinthians 10:1–4 (see main slide).
This widow was generous because she first obeyed God. God took care of her in a very
unexpected way.
Generosity always begins with and in God.
Let us pray to receive and recognize his gving grace and the wisdom to act generously in
response to his beautiful grace!

REFERENCES

• GCI EQUIPPER RCL - REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY
• KONKEL, AUGUST H.. 1 AND 2 KINGS (THE NIV APPLICATION COMMENTARY)
. ZONDERVAN. KINDLE EDITION.
• DAVID E. GARLAND… MARK (THE NIV APPLICATION COMMENTARY) .
ZONDERVAN. KINDLE EDITION.

Generosity Begins With and In God

11

