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“13 FOR

SCRIPTURE
READING:

THE PROMISE TO ABRAHAM
AND HIS OFFSPRING THAT HE WOULD BE
HEIR OF THE WORLD DID NOT COME
THROUGH THE LAW BUT THROUGH THE
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH. 14 FOR IF IT
IS THE ADHERENTS OF THE LAW WHO
ARE TO BE THE HEIRS, FAITH IS NULL
AND THE PROMISE IS VOID. 15 FOR THE
LAW BRINGS WRATH, BUT WHERE THERE
IS NO LAW THERE IS NO
TRANSGRESSION.

16 That is why it depends on faith, in order
that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to
the adherent of the law but also to the one
who shares the faith of Abraham, who is
the father of us all, 17 ¶ as it is written, “I
have made you the father of many
nations”—in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist.
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18 In hope he believed against hope,
that he should become the father of
many nations, as he had been told,
“So shall your offspring be.” 19 He did
not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was
as good as dead (since he was about
a hundred years old), or when he
considered the barrenness of Sarah’s
womb. 20 No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of

God, but he grew strong in his faith
as he gave glory to God, 21 fully
convinced that God was able to do
what he had promised. 22 That is why
his faith was “counted to him as
righteousness.” 23 ¶ But the words
“it was counted to him” were not
written for his sake alone, 24 but for
ours also. It will be counted to us
who believe in him who raised from
the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was
delivered up for our trespasses and
raised for our justification.” (Ro 4:1325 ESV)
“13 For the promise to Abraham and
his offspring that he would be heir of
the world did not come through the
law but through the righteousness of
faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of
the law who are to be the heirs, faith
is null and the promise is void. 15 For
the law brings wrath, but where there
is no law there is no transgression.
16 That is why it depends on faith, in

order that the promise may rest on
grace and be guaranteed to all his
offspring—not only to the adherent of
the law but also to the one who
shares the faith of Abraham, who is
the father of us all, 17 ¶ as it is
written, “I have made you the father
of many nations”—in the presence of
the God in whom he believed, who
gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not
exist. 18 In hope he believed against
hope, that he should become the
father of many nations, as he had
been told, “So shall your offspring
be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith
when he considered his own body,
which was as good as dead (since he
was about a hundred years old), or
when he considered the barrenness
of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made
him waver concerning the promise of
God, but he grew strong in his faith
as he gave glory to God, 21 fully
convinced that God was able to do

what he had promised. 22 That is why
his faith was “counted to him as
righteousness.” 23 ¶ But the words
“it was counted to him” were not
written for his sake alone, 24 but for
ours also. It will be counted to us
who believe in him who raised from
the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was
delivered up for our trespasses and
raised for our justification.” (Ro 4:1325 ESV)

18 In hope he believed against hope, that he
should become the father of many nations,
as he had been told, “So shall your offspring
be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was as good
as dead (since he was about a hundred years
old), or when he considered the barrenness
of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of God, but he
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God,
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18 In hope he believed against hope,
that he should become the father of
many nations, as he had been told,
“So shall your offspring be.” 19 He did
not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was
as good as dead (since he was about
a hundred years old), or when he
considered the barrenness of Sarah’s
womb. 20 No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of

God, but he grew strong in his faith
as he gave glory to God, 21 fully
convinced that God was able to do
what he had promised. 22 That is why
his faith was “counted to him as
righteousness.” 23 ¶ But the words
“it was counted to him” were not
written for his sake alone, 24 but for
ours also. It will be counted to us
who believe in him who raised from
the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was
delivered up for our trespasses and
raised for our justification.” (Ro 4:1325 ESV)
“13 For the promise to Abraham and
his offspring that he would be heir of
the world did not come through the
law but through the righteousness of
faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of
the law who are to be the heirs, faith
is null and the promise is void. 15 For
the law brings wrath, but where there
is no law there is no transgression.
16 That is why it depends on faith, in

order that the promise may rest on
grace and be guaranteed to all his
offspring—not only to the adherent of
the law but also to the one who
shares the faith of Abraham, who is
the father of us all, 17 ¶ as it is
written, “I have made you the father
of many nations”—in the presence of
the God in whom he believed, who
gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not
exist. 18 In hope he believed against
hope, that he should become the
father of many nations, as he had
been told, “So shall your offspring
be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith
when he considered his own body,
which was as good as dead (since he
was about a hundred years old), or
when he considered the barrenness
of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made
him waver concerning the promise of
God, but he grew strong in his faith
as he gave glory to God, 21 fully
convinced that God was able to do

what he had promised. 22 That is why
his faith was “counted to him as
righteousness.” 23 ¶ But the words
“it was counted to him” were not
written for his sake alone, 24 but for
ours also. It will be counted to us
who believe in him who raised from
the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was
delivered up for our trespasses and
raised for our justification.” (Ro 4:1325 ESV)

“21 fully convinced that God was able to do
what he had promised. 22 That is why his faith
was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23 ¶
But the words “it was counted to him” were
not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours
also. It will be counted to us who believe in
him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord,
25 who was delivered up for our trespasses
and raised for our justification.” (Ro 4:21-25
ESV)
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THESE ARE THE LIVING WORDS OF GOD
THANK YOU JESUS THAT YOU HAVE DIED TO
DELIVER US FROM OUR SINS AND RAISED FOR
OUR JUSTIFICATION.
HELP US TO BELIEVE AND TO UNDERSTAND,
THIS IS OUR PRAYER!
AMEN
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As we read these verses, we have been blessed to be able to understand the overall
plan God has for humanity revealed in Jesus Christ.
As we grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus, as we read the Bible, it’s
important to understand God’s plan of salvation.
Once we have an overall view of God’s plan of salvation, it helps us to place things in
perspective as we live daily in this turbulent and unstable world. It also helps to
understand God’s word.
Why did God create the earth, this minute planet planted in a universe so vast that
the earth appears to be insignificant. God’s creation out of nothing is awe inspiring.
Although we do not see it or feel it, here is what the earth does as it travels around
the solar orbit:
This little earth is orbiting the sun at a speed of 110,000 km/h’s or 60,000 mph.
To make one complete rotation on itself in 24 hours, the earth rotates at a speed of
1600 km/h or about 1000 mph at the equator.

In a year, to orbits around the sun, the earth travels 940 million km or 584 million
miles—an astronomical number!
God’s creation is absolutely fascinating. On this little planet, God, one being in three
persons, has created man to participate in his wonderful relationship of love through
Jesus Christ. “3 ¶ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption through Jesus
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace,
with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.” (Eph 1:3–6 ESV)
We read in the book of Genesis that God is so powerful that he created the whole
universe, the earth, man and everything on the earth by speaking it into existence.
“God said and it was”.
At first, when God created man, Adam and Eve, God walked with them in a place the
Bible calls the Garden of Eden. Man’s relationship with God was excellent and pure.
As man walked with God, he was at peace. Adam and Eve had a loving relationship
with God. They had a loving relationship with one another.
Shame and fear did not exist.
The devil came and put doubts in Adam and Eve’s minds that somehow they were
missing out because God was cheating them. He told them that if they disobeyed
God by taking from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil that they would not
die and like God, they would know good and evil.
He also told them that they would not die.

Adam and Eve chose to believe the devil rather than God. Sin, death, turbulence of all
kinds, broken relationships with God and with fellow man entered the earth.
God’s plan was not going to be defeated.
The following is how God's plan for salvation unfolds.

1.
2.

3.
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1- “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”” (Ge 3:15
ESV) This verse is pointing to Jesus.
3- “1 ¶ Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse,
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”” (Ge 12:1-3 ESV)

4- God gave a son to Abraham and Sarah, Isaac,
through whom would be a future royal line. (Gen.
17)
5. From Isaac, the royal line would continue
through Jacob later to be named Israel.
6. Afterwards, history becomes a little more
4–
complicated and complex.
Israel/Jacob had 12
sons. The book of Genesis describes many
twists and turns in their history. Eventually,
Jesus was born through the line of Judah.
David, descendent from the Jews becomes a
key figure in Jesus’ lineage.
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7. Jesus, God’s eternal Son, Emmanuel, God with
us, is born at the right time, incarnate in our
flesh, a perfect man completely submissive to
the will of God the Father for all of us.
8. Living in this age, in the age of the New
Covenant, we live in the sure hope of the return
of Jesus when the earth will be God’s
headquarters, when God will be our temple.
“And I saw no temple in the city (the new Jerusalem), for
its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb.” (Re 21:22 ESV)
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Romans 4 is a very encouraging chapter. It tells us of God’s power to make us into
someone we are not:
1 – he gives us a new life;
2 – he makes us righteous through the gift of faith in Him.
We understand from reading God’s relationship with Abraham what of the
importance of faith.
As we read this chapter about Abraham, it’s important to bring to mind that the old
covenant with Israel had not yet begun. The nation of Israel was not yet born. The law
given at Sinai would only be given about 400 years later.
To give a brief background, Abraham lived in the city of Ur of the Chaldeans. This city
was located in the ancient city of Babylonia located in modern-day Iraq.
Archaeological investigations by Leonard Woolley from, 1922 to 1934, uncovered
evidence of a highly developed urban culture in the time of Abraham, a culture that
developed around 2000 BC (from the ESV study Bible page 70).

The Bible tells us that God revealed himself to Abram, meaning “exalted father”. God
later changed his name to Abraham, meaning “father of a multitude”. God told him
to go from the country he was living in and move to the land that God would show
him.
God promised him that he would make of him a great nation, that he would bless
him and that he would make his name great. Abraham would be a blessing. When
God revealed himself to Abraham, after he moved from Ur of the Caldeans, he was
living in Haran, a city or town located about 60 miles or 96 km from Ur. Haran is
located in Turkey 10 miles or 16 km from the Syrian border.
In the book of Genesis, from Chapter 11: 27 and beyond, we read about Abrahams’s
story. We read about God’s relationship with him, about how Abraham rescued Lot,
his nephew. We also read that Abraham was a very prosperous man.
God both described his faith and his shortcomings.
Abraham and Sarah could not have children. Abraham thought that he would need to
have a descendent through one of his heir. He told God, “‘Behold, you have given me
no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” (Ge 15:3 ESV).
Abraham was talking about Eliezer of Damascus, one of his servants.
Then we read the following:

“4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to
him: “This man shall not be your heir; your
very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he
brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able
to number them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the
LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.” (Ge 15:4-6 ESV)
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As we read Romans 4, it is important to consider the audience. The apostle Paul is
writing to believers, to the church in Rome, who was made up of both Jews and
Gentiles. He is not addressing unbelievers nor what will happen to unbelievers in
eternity.
The audience he was addressing those Jewish believers who did not yet fully
understand that God justifies believers because of their faith in him and not by their
works.
For those first-century Christians as well as for us, it is important to understand that
being just before God does not depend on our feelings nor on our works but on God
making us righteous.
Subjectively, we may not feel righteous in God’s sight but objectively, as we receive
his gift of faith in Jesus, we are justified, made just.

Abraham was counted as righteous because God made him righteous because of his
believing in the face to the impossible. Faith is a gift which empowers our
participation with God. Abraham would not have believed God without God’s

revelation.
The Jews asked Jesus what is the work that they must do. Here is a summary of their
conversation, ‘‘28 ¶ Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the
works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe
in him whom he has sent.’’ (Joh 6:28–29 ESV). Although this is work, our
participation, this work does not save us. God saves us.

Rom 4:13 “For the promise to Abraham and
his offspring that he would be heir of the
world did not come through the law but
through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if
it is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where
there is no law there is no transgression.

THE GIFT OF FAITH

11

16 That is why it depends on faith, in
order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his offspring—
not only to the adherent of the law but
also to the one who shares the faith of
Abraham, who is the father of us all,” (Ro
4:13-16 ESV)
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Again, why is what Paul wrote important to us today?
Trusting in God in his promises is the foundation of our relationship with God. It will
carry us through the ups and downs of life which we all go through.
Abraham developed a trusting relationship in God. God transformed his life. His life
took a completely different direction from his life prior to his calling and believing.
His life was not always easy.
Was his life always easy because he trusted in God? Like every human beings, he
experienced his share of pain, disappointments and struggles.
We see that God initiated this relationship of faith. Abraham was not searching for
God. God chose him for a very special purpose. This purpose was to show us that we
need to rely on God for absolutely everything. We now know, in the New Testament,
that God the Father sent Jesus to the earth to be the architect of everything
Christians are. This new life is granted to us through faith in Jesus.
The law was pointing to Jesus who is the fulfilment of the law. Given the hardness

of the human heart, laws do not change the heart. Even today, we have thousands
and thousands of laws and we still have problems. Human laws do not stop drug
abuse, selfishness, greed, idolatry, dissent, quareling, etc. Only God can give us a new
heart.
We human beings cannot make ourselves right with God on our own apart from Jesus
making us right with him through trusting in his faithfulness. The apostle Paul calls it
the righteousness of faith. (NEXT SLIDE – VINE’S Expository Dictionary of Old and
New Testament Words)

RIGHTEOUSNESS

•
WHEREBY ALL WHO
BELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST ARE BROUGHT INTO
RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
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2 CORINTHIANS 5:21

MAKING IT HIS OWN BY THAT ACT OF THE MIND
AND SPIRIT WHICH IS CALLED FAITH

ROMANS 4:3

RIGHTEOUSNESS OF LIFE, THAT IS, CONFORMITY TO THE
WILL OF GOD."
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Faith in God the Father and Jesus who sent him is an exercise of the mind and spirit.
It is a gift of God, empowered by the Holy Spirit. It involves participation on our side
– to believe.
God changed Abram's name to Abraham when he was 99 years old, before the birth
of Isaac by his barren wife Sarah. It is at that time that God expounded on covenant
promises he had made with Abraham in Gen. 15:6. “And I will establish my covenant
between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” (Ge 17:7
ESV)
As we read Genesis, we see the progression of God's relationship with Abraham and
Abraham's relationship with God.
Abraham trusted God when there was absolutely no evidence yet of the fulfilment
of God's promises. Abraham trusted God that what God said he would do. That is
why God declared him righteous. (see next slide).

“In hope he believed against hope, that he
should become the father of many nations, as
he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.””
(Ro 4:18 ESV)
“21 fully convinced that God was able to do
what he had promised. 22 That is why his
faith was “counted to him as righteousness.””
(Ro 4:21-22 ESV)
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“22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as
righteousness.” 23 ¶ But the words “it was
counted to him” were not written for his sake
alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to
us who believe in him who raised from the dead
Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our
trespasses and raised for our justification.” (Ro
4:22-25 ESV)

16
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Just as Abraham, we believe and have hope in Jesus when there is yet no evidence of
the outcome promised. There is no evidence yet that the new Jerusalem has
descended to the earth where God is our temple.
There is yet no evidence that all the evil will be eradicated from the face of the earth.
There is yet no evidence that there is no more sickness and tears shed because of
wars, famines, broken relationships between people.
Yet we believe that God has intervened in human affairs. We believe that Jesus has
died for our trespasses/sins and that we are justified because he had victory over sin,
death and all that is opposed to his goodness. We believe that Jesus died a brutal
death on the cross for us all.
We also believe that Jesus, God, makes unrighteous people righteous. We believe
that he has died for all and that he has opened our minds at this time to understand
this wonderful truth.
We believe, because Jesus has been victorious over death, that our physical death is
not the end of our existence because Jesus brought this wonderful message from

God the Father that all who would believe on his Son would have eternal life and not
perish.
We believe that by God making us righteous and justified in his sight that he is
transforming us in the likeness of Jesus, the perfect man, the perfect high priest, the
perfect representative of all humanity.
We also believe in the covenant made with Abraham that God is calling and will call
people from all nations by the multitudes who will accept Jesus’ sovereignty over
their lives and worship him which reverence, joy and awe.
We believe that we are forgiven because Jesus has dealt with our sin and our
estrangement from him once and for all. We believe his sacrifice was so great and so
sufficient that he will never have to die again. We believe that Jesus is the perfect
sacrifice, the perfect Lamb sacrificed on the altar of the cross for all of us.
For that, we worship and adore God with joy, peace and love in our hearts for God,
for our brothers and sisters in the faith and for all other people whom we regard no
longer with the eyes of the flesh.
Praise be to God,
Let us pray!

