Weekly bulletin
October 21, 2018

Prayer of Thanksgiving: that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. “The next day he saw
Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (Joh
1:29 ESV)
Please do not forget to pray for all the shut-ins and isolated brothers and sisters in our congregations Mrs. Jack and C. Campbell (Fredericton) and
J. Steffes (Caribou, Me), Mr. Ross Bathurst, P. Ward (Saint John) and others.
Open Hand Food Bank – Moncton - is in need or grocery plastic bags to give out food to those in need. If you are interested in donating your
unused grocery bags, you can bring them to church and someone will collect them and bring them over. Those who want to bring food to give to the
Open Food Bank may do so by bringing to church and giving it to Michael M. of the Moncton congregation.
ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF October 2018
Times of worship services: Moncton – 10:30 AM every Sunday
In Saint John , worship services will be October 14 and 28.
Communion- on the second and fourth Sunday of the month.
Address: Moncton—70 King St. —Sage building;
Saint John—50 Newport Cres., Portland United church.
Discipleship group at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Vautour –Wednesday, October 24 at 7:30 PM.
______________________________________________________________________________

For all the displays people around the world (from the UN refugee agency 2018): We are now witnessing the highest levels of
displacement on record. An unprecedented 68.5 million people around the world have been forced from home. Among them are
nearly 25.4 million refugees, over half of whom are under the age of 18.
There are also an estimated 10 million stateless people who have been denied a nationality and access to basic rights such as education,
healthcare, employment and freedom of movement. Nearly 1 person is forcibly displaced every two seconds as a result of conflict or
persecution.
The good news of the gospel is a message to be shared with others. Please pray that God will give us the love and wisdom to be able to
share this message with others in a loving, clear and confident matter as we participate in his missional work on the earth in our generation.
“5 ¶ Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned
with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.” (Col 4:5-6 ESV)
Please pray that God will put an end to the senseless violence happening in North America continent and other parts of the world.
Pray that we will see the good works that God has prepared for us in advance so that we can enthusiastically participate in the on-going
work He is doing now on this earth in bringing people in relationship with him in Jesus by the Holy Spirit.
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Please pray, as per Jesus instructions, the disciples prayer, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt 6:9-10) as our world is suffering so much and in need of
complete restoration by the King of kings, Jesus. As we are his royal priesthood, let us proclaim the excellencies of him who called us out of
darkness into his marvelous light, as we are instructed in 1 Peter 2.
Pray for the world and for all people: we live in a world that does not know the way to peace. Important to pray as we are instructed by the
apostle Paul — “1 ¶ First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for
kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good,
and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,” (1Ti 2:1–3 ESV)
__________________________________________________________________________________
Church, Kingdom & Government part 3
Posted by GCI Update on September 26, 2018 under Church Development |

Here is part three of The Church, the Kingdom and Human Government—a three-part essay from Grace Communion
Seminary President Gary Deddo

Accounting for the distinctions
So far in this essay, we’ve noted important distinctions between the church, the kingdom of God and human government.
When these distinctions are understood and properly accounted for, avenues are opened for the church to bear
appropriate witness in the public square. In taking advantage of that opportunity, the church must keep clearly in mind
the following five points:
1. The church in its witness must never give ultimate or unquestioned allegiance to any political or social ideology, or to
the absolute rule or reign of any person or human institution. It must not idolize any humanly imagined ideal, and it must
not justify evil means to accomplish the ideals promoted by ideological zealots. Instead, the church must carefully discern
what limited good government (be it local, regional, national or international) can achieve without causing more harm
than good (see Romans 13:1-7). The church must not be seduced by idealistic dreams, especially ones that demand
realization at “any cost.” It must not be surprised that in this fallen world there will often not be complete or total
solutions to our human problems, nor will there be a perfect solution to a particular problem that has all benefits and no
downsides. By worshipping God alone and resisting all idolatries (including the idolization of human ideals and ideologies)
the church will remain free to be the church, fulfilling its vocation in worship and witness under the word of God, both
living and written.
2. The church must not be distracted and misdirected from its calling of worship and witness by attempting to build the
kingdom or to establish in this present evil age a church-ruled government among those who do not yet believe. Instead,
the church must stay on message, faithful to its calling to urge people everywhere to put their trust in Jesus, worshipping
God alone, and repenting of any efforts to give ultimate loyalty to any other king, kingdom or ideology. The church must
proclaim Jesus Christ, who calls for unconditional faith, hope and love for him, and it must proclaim Jesus’ kingdom—his
coming rule and reign in a new heavens and new earth. The church, therefore, should promote living here and now,
under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and in the light of that secure future hope.
3. The church must retain its independence from any secular authority. It must not come under the lordship of any
person or human authority. It will give up its life first for the sake of the gospel, as God enables. It will retain its
responsibility for its members who out of freedom become incorporated into the body of Christ. No one will be compelled
by force to remain part of the church. The church will remain free to exercise proper, compassionate and wise discipline
of its members. It will retain its freedom to nurture, teach and train its own leaders according to its own standards under
the irreplaceable, unsurpassable and final authority of the word of God. Moreover, the church will retain its freedom to
order its own worship and life together. It will resist all governmental encroachment and violation of its God-established
calling, not for its own sake, but for the sake of its mission to the world, lived out directly in worship and indirectly in its
wider witness.
4. The church must engage in hopeful and truthful evangelism that refuses to use any underhanded, manipulative or
deceptive ways of proclaiming the truth of the gospel. It will do so in order that others may receive the grace of God and
enter the joy of being transferred from the kingdoms of darkness into the kingdom of the Son. The church must use only
those means of proclamation that give people freedom to respond out of their hearts and minds before God. Faith, hope
and love for God cannot be externally imposed—they cannot be coerced or bribed. The basis for the church’s
proclamation must be the truth of the gospel, which, when needed, will include warnings concerning the consequences of
rejecting the gospel (but pointing out as consequences only those things clearly stated in Scripture, rather than using
wild, fear-based speculations). The church is dependent upon the often behind-the-scenes ministry of the Holy Spirit to
open eyes and soften hearts to prepare people to be open and receptive to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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5. Scripture tells us that as part of being in but not of (conformed to) the world, God’s people are to advocate for the
common good. We see this in the examples of Joseph and Daniel who contributed in practical ways to the foreign nations
in which they were exiled while maintaining devotion to God. We also see this in the command God gave Israel to seek
the welfare of the cities in which they were exiled (Jer. 29:7). Note also that the apostle Paul exhorted Christians, as they
“have opportunity,” to “do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers” (Gal. 6:10).
Finally, note what is said in Matt. 5:45; Luke 6:33-35; 1 Pet. 3:11 and Heb. 13:16. An important way the church
advocates for the common good today is by declaring through actions and words that all humans, by virtue of being
God’s image bearers, have an inalienable right to justice (right relationship). Christians can also assist those who affirm
this right but lack an understanding of its true Source.
Being the church in a pluralistic culture
Two corollaries to the fifth point should be noted. First, Christians can honestly and forthrightly promote societies and
governments that defend the right of all people to spend their lives seeking truth, goodness and beauty, and the ultimate
Source of those values. To seek this God, who is revealed in Jesus Christ, is a task given to all people, as declared by the
apostle Paul in a public square in Athens:
From one man [God] made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed
times in history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for
him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. (Acts 17:26-27)[1]
When it reaches out with humility, respect and freedom, the church can help people (even those who hold views and
moral convictions in conflict with Christianity) to seek and discover truth and life, and the true object of worship.
Members of the church do this by first listening and coming to understand, then looking for opportunity to share their
own journeys and convictions concerning the faith, hope and love given them by grace through the gospel of Jesus Christ
according to Scripture.
The second corollary to the fifth point is that as Christians we should resist attempts to close the public square to honest,
respectful and humble interchange, especially when it involves excluding people whose voices are already marginalized.
Everyone who values an equal right to justice under the law, and the free exchange of beliefs and ideas (religious or not)
should be welcomed in the public square, no matter what the basis or lack of basis they have for their viewpoints.
As Christians, we can, in good conscience, advocate for pluralism in the public square that is descriptiverather
than prescriptive. While descriptive pluralism respects all viewpoints, prescriptive pluralism excludes all claims to ultimate
truth (seeing them as mere human constructions that are valid only for certain individuals or groups). Descriptive
pluralism serves the common good and allows the church to freely and openly fulfill its mission of worship and witness.
As Christians, we believe there is only one way to a right relationship with God—through the grace and truth of the Lord
Jesus Christ, who alone is the Way, the Truth and the Life. His name alone indicates the eternal, personal and particular
source of salvation. He alone is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). Though we are firm in
this belief, we see in the New Testament that God, in his providence, leads persons over time along many pathways to
Jesus. Therefore, we should respectfully and patiently allow room for God to draw people to himself, through Jesus, by
whatever means he chooses. Until Christ returns, descriptive pluralism in the public square will continue to be a necessary
and good way to provide a place where all people, no matter their background or point of view, can have opportunity to
encounter the Source of all truth, goodness and beauty.
In a truly pluralistic society, all who value freedom and show respect and humility toward others are welcome in the
public square, while ideologues who seek to control, manipulate, threaten or shut down public discourse are resisted. A
truly pluralistic society makes room for all to seek what is true and good, and thus contribute what they have to the
public square. As Christians, we have good theological reason to promote descriptive pluralism within the public square
and to support the governments and institutions that uphold this pluralism. We know that the Triune God is patient and
kind, making time and space for us to seek him and know him, and for the church to proclaim salvation in the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, so that all might reach repentance and know and worship the living God.
Conclusion
We conclude this essay noting that the church must maintain proper distinctions between the church, the kingdom of God
and human government. Doing so is vital to the church staying true to its God-given vocation of worship and witness, and
to avoiding being compromised by any attempts to misuse human authority over the church. The church should engage
in the public square and also help maintain the public square, one that seeks the common good and provides a place for
all to seek what is true and good, ultimately, all the way to its true Source.
Within the public square, the church should seek to provide a faithful witness to the sure hope of the gospel of Jesus
Christ without being compromised by false hopes offered by humanistic ideologues and the often less-than-good-andright (and sometimes evil) means they use to justify and attempt to bring about their idealistic ends. The church should
maintain its biblical and theological, Christ-centered worldview of creation, fall, reconciliation and final redemption, and
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clearly proclaim this good news. In doing so, it must neither underestimate the power and deceitful nature of evil that is
still influential in the world, nor pull back from its calling to proclaim the ultimate redemptive power of God in Christ to
overcome evil and the ultimate hope of all things made new.
Finally, maintaining the biblical distinctions and proper relations between the church, the kingdom of God and human
government enables the church to humbly and patiently embody here and now temporary, partial and provisional signs of
the nature, character and sure hope in the coming kingdom of God. Keeping clearly in mind that Christians are to serve
as witnesses to Christ and his kingdom as they wait patiently for Jesus’ return will keep the church from using faithless
means and underhanded techniques to bring about some sort of idealized church. Instead, through its worship and
congregational life, and through its engagement with civic society (the spheres beyond the boundaries of the church) the
church will faithfully live out its calling to be the body of Christ on earth as it provides embodied signs (parables) of the
kingdom and its King. It will do so in season and out of season, in good times and in times where there is resistance and
even persecution.
As it lives out its calling, the church will be a beacon of hope in a lost world—a channel of saving grace to all made ready
and willing by the ministry of the Holy Spirit to acknowledge Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior over all of life, over all
of history. Come, Lord Jesus!
Endnotes
[1] See also Isa. 55:6, ESV (“Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near”); Acts 15:17,
NRSV (Paul speaking about God’s purposes towards the Gentiles proclaimed by Amos, “So that all other peoples may seek
the Lord”); Matt. 6:33 (“Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness”) and Rom. 2:4, NRSV (“Do you not realize that
God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?”).
Related resources
For a more extensive essay by Gary Deddo on the topic of the kingdom of God, (https://www.gci.org/articles/thekingdom-of-god/)
For a policy statement from NAE concerning the church’s advocacy in the public square, (https://www.nae.net/wpcontent/uploads/2018/09/For-the-Health-of-the-Nation_spreads.pdf)
Inhabiting the Christian Year: Advent
By Ted Johnston - September 19, 2018

This is part 2 of a series looking at the Western Christian year. For other posts in the series, click a number: 1, 3.

The Western Christian worship year begins with Advent---a season spanning the four Sundays prior to
Christmas (in 2018 the first Sunday of Advent is December 2). Robert E. Webber, writing about the
meaning of Advent in Ancient Future Time: Forming Spirituality through the Christian Year, shares this
comment:

Advent is the time when God breaks in on us with new surprises and touches us with a renewing and
restoring power. In Christian-year worship and spirituality we call upon God for a new breaking in, a
fresh outpouring of his Spirit. (p. 38)

The Advent Season is a powerful and important reminder that God is not remote, aloof or uninvolved.
It tells us that God has come, is coming and will come again ("advent" means "coming"). This truth helps offset a
message that is prevalent in our me-centered, self-sufficient, individualistic culture: I can do it on my own, thank you!
As shown below, the Year C Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) scripture readings include passages from the Old
Testament book of Isaiah. The prophet Isaiah lived in the presence of God (e.g., Isa. 6:1, 3)---quite a contrast with how
most people (Christians included) live life in a world where signs of God's glory are drowned out by the "noise" of
everyday existence. Isaiah bids us look beyond what we normally focus on to see the presence of the Lord who judges
us, heals us and restores us. What a powerful truth to remember as we begin a new worship year---a year of inhabiting
and so being formed anew by the gospel story.
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Isaiah's message to God's people was to repent---to get a fresh vision of God; to lay aside empty worship and be
transformed by the presence of God and renewed by the hope of his promise to send the Messiah. Though that hope has
already been fulfilled for us with the birth of Jesus, Advent stops just short of celebrating the birth and focuses on the
promise---the hope of the Messiah's coming to earth in the flesh.
As seen the list of RCL readings (above), Advent begins by looking forward to the promise of Jesus' return and his setting
up of the fulness of the kingdom of God with a new heaven and new earth. It then continues with our rejoicing in the
reality that Jesus, by the Spirit, is with us now, then concludes with the announcements of the Messiah's coming via the
birth of the Christ child. Combined, these messages are about both anticipation (longing and hope) as well as the joy of
fulfillment. We are reminded once again that Jesus will come, is coming and has come.
By starting the new worship year with the promise of
Jesus' second coming, we begin with a time of great
longing, hope and expectation concerning the final
consummation of all that God has promised. We
anticipate the time when all evil will be banished, and
the earth will be restored to what is promised (e.g., Isa.
65 and Rev. 20-22). We begin with the realization that
evil is doomed---that it has no future, as Webber notes:

The ultimate word in history is the triumph of God, the
reign of God's kingdom, the eternal and lasting rule of
the good.... We are promised that evil will be judged and
done away with and all will be made whole. This is the
vision we want to carry with us as we view the news and
visit hospitals, psychiatric wards, and prisons of our
world. Christian hope is an optimism about life that is
grounded in Christ and celebrated again and again in the
liturgy of the church. (p. 50)
As noted above, Advent Season celebrations stop short

of celebrating Jesus' birth. Instead there is a remembering of the promise of his birth---a sharing in Israel's longing for
the Messiah's coming---in our case his coming at an even deeper level, by the Spirit, in our own lives, as Webber notes:

Because Advent is a time of longing for redemption, we should use the Advent season as a period to identify the matters
from which we need to be redeemed. Identify whatever it is that seems to be holding you in its power... [then] commit it
to the one who comes to set the prisoners free, turn it over to Christ in prayer, and ask the one who is to come into your
life to take this problem up into himself. (p. 51).
This is no idle exercise, for it reminds us precisely of what the incarnate Son of God accomplished by taking upon himself
our diseased, sin-sick humanity and redeeming (healing) it. Advent is a time for us to be reminded of why the coming of
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Jesus is so important, to meditate on that in such a way that Christ is birthed anew in our hearts by the power of his
indwelling Spirit. Advent is the season during which longing for and trust in Jesus is renewed, as Webber notes:

What is at stake during Advent is an assessment of our current state of faith and living and our commitment to keep on
living in the hope to which we have been called. (p.52)
GCI principle website and Moncton Websites—www.gci.org, www.worshiphim.ca, www.facebook.com/GCIMoncton; For a wealth of helpful
articles about God, grace and his plan for salvation, who we are, etc., please see the GCI.org website. Contact Information: Pastor’s contact
information: email—evautour47@outlook.com
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