Relationships
November 17, 2019

This week’s sermon is titled, “Relationships”. We were created for an eternal
relationship with a loving Father. Our scripture readings are taken from Luke and
Isaiah. Luke 21: 5-19 addressed the people living during those times.
We will dive into these scriptures to understand their worldview and glean lessons
that we can apply in our lives today. Isaiah 12: 2-4 reminds the people of Israel that
God is our salvation; he brings us great joy and comfort and we know we can trust his
goodness no matter what happens.
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Luke 21: 5-7 (ESV)
Vs 5: And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was
adorned with noble stones and offerings, he said,
Vs 6: “As for these things that you see, the days will come when
there will not be left here one stone upon another that will
not be thrown down.”
Vs 7: And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be,
and what will be the sign when these things are about to
take place?”
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Luke 21: 8 -10 (ESV)
Vs 8: And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will
come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’
Do not go after them.
Vs 9: And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified,
for these things must first take place, but the end will not be
at once.”
Vs 10: Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom.
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Luke 21: 11 – 14 (ESV)
Vs 11: There will be great earthquakes, and in various places
famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great
signs from heaven.
Vs 12: But before all this they will lay their hands on you and
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors
for my name's sake.
Vs 13: This will be your opportunity to bear witness.
Vs 14: Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate
beforehand how to answer,
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Luke 21: 15 – 19 (ESV)
Vs 15: for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of
your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict.
Vs 16: You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and
relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to
death.
Vs 17: You will be hated by all for my name's sake.
Vs 18: But not a hair of your head will perish.
Vs 19: By your endurance you will gain your lives.
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Isaiah 12: 2 – 4 (ESV)
Vs 2: “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and will not be afraid;
for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has
become my salvation.”
Vs 3: With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.

Vs 4: And you will say in that day “Give thanks to the Lord, call
upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples,
proclaim that his name is exalted.

6

These are the words of the Living God
Thank you loving Father that we have been
created to be in an eternal relationship with
you, through Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen
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Relationships
“No one is a solitary individual; the
meaning of life is not in selfexistence, but it is to be found in our
relationships with each other, in the
way we live and think about other
people.”
https://www.gci.org/articles/an-introduction-totrinitarian-theology/
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As we apply the scriptures today, we are reminded as Jesus reminded those of his
day, that we don’t need to get caught up in the trappings of our surroundings or in
the “images of success” that the world views as success.
Instead Christ wants our lives to be about Him which is being in relationship with the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
As we dive into this topic, it is important to remember that our Triune God is truly
relational. This is discussed in an article written by Michael Morrison, titled, “An
Introduction to Trinitarian Theology” https://www.gci.org/articles/an-introduction-totrinitarian-theology/
In this article Michael Morrison goes on to say..<Read Slide>
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The Triune God
“We were created to be in right relationship with the Triune
God and also to be in right relationship with each other in a
way that mirrors Jesus’ relationship with the Father and the
Spirit.”
https://www.gci.org/articles/an-introduction-to-trinitarian-theology/

He continues with stating that, <Slide>
Being in right relationship with the Triune Father comes with a cost but we also know
that Jesus will give us what we need to overcome.
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All Shook Up
“A well’a bless my soul; What’sa wrong
with me?”
“I’m in love; I’m all shook up.”

https://unsplash.com/photos/n5Z3DvP91wU/info

Being in a relationship with another person can stir up all kinds of emotions. Elvis
Presley was known as the King of Rock and Roll.
He was a favorite of my mom. She sang and danced to his songs constantly. Many of
the songs he sang was about being in a relationship…..and I suppose that’s what
attracted her to his music.
One particular song titled, “All Shook Up” – was about the surprising feelings that
emerge when one experiences the excitement of being in love. The lyrics start out
with the words, <Read Slide> As the song continues, Elvis sings the tune that his
hands are shaky and his knees are weak, he can’t seem to stand on his own two feet.
Elvis went on to sing about how his whole being was all shaken up as a result of being
in love. You might be wondering where I am going with this theme but we shall soon
see.
Photo:
https://unsplash.com/photos/n5Z3DvP91wU/info
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A Crisis
We make sacrifices and change
our world
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Being in love can feel like a crisis especially at the beginning when we find ourselves
drawn into a relationship with another person.
We don’t know quite what to think of it all. We make sacrifices and change our
world around just because we want to be around this new budding relationship. It’s
an exciting adventure and we are willing to take it on with everything we have!
Friends and family will notice changes in us as well. All of a sudden, there’s a change
in behaviour.
Perhaps someone who once wasn’t an early riser, now gets up early, maybe polishes
their car, or wears extra nice clothing just to impress this new found love.
People might even ask – what happened to you? Who is this person that has brought
about these changes in you?
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John 6:44 (ESV)
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent
me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day.”

An even greater love that surpasses all other forms of love is the type of triune love
that Jesus has with the Father and Holy Spirit.
People search for meaning in life and have an inner longing that pushes them to seek
out fulfillment in earthly pleasures, because they can’t understand what that longing
is. John 6:44 says that, <Slide>.
Only Jesus who offers his inconceivable grace can fulfill that inner longing that so
many seek out. Chapter 3 of Ecclesiastes says God has put eternity in the hearts of
humanity with a desire that can’t be explained by human thought.
But just like the disciples in the Jesus’ day, people look to the physical for fulfillment.
It can come nicely wrapped in success or popularity but that’s not what God looks at.
And, this intense longing that I just mentioned was spoken off by someone who
suffered and died during the reign of Hitler.

12

The Seeker
….”he cannot go to God, but that God must go to him in His
inconceivable grace. He {the seeker} “….can do nothing else but watch
and wait – enthusiastically, totally taken up, deaf toward everyone who
would make him confused with doubts, blind to every force that comes
between him and…God.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer a German pastor, theologian and someone who opposed Adolf
Hitler preached about the experience of the seeker… and the desire of a person who
longs to be in relationship with the Lord.
In a book written by Michael Van Dyke, he noted from a sermon what Bonhoeffer
preached…
….”{The seeker knows that} <Slide>
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Only one thing is of importance to him. He wants
to see God; he wants to hear God; he wants to
receive God; he wants to know God; he wants to
serve God. He wants….nothing else like he wants
God”
- Dyke, Bonhoeffer, p. 68

<Read Slide>
Just as Elvis talked about being “All Shook Up” because of being in love, so our lives
begin to dramatically change when the love of God breaks through in our hearts.
Our attention is turned towards the one we want to be near, this newfound love in
our lives…and when God’s love breaks through it is indeed a shake up of our entire
existence.
The relationship with the one who made us takes center stage. As Bonhoeffer so
eloquently explained, our intense desire is to be in God’s presence, and I might add
that this affects not just who we become but our relationships as well.
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Luke 21: 5 – 6 (ESV)
Vs 5: And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was
adorned with noble stones and offerings, he said,
Vs 6: “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there
will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be
thrown down.”

Now, let’s turn back to scripture and look at Luke 21: 5-6 again to see what we can
learn from the words that Jesus spoke to his disciples. <Slide>
As I mentioned already, these verses describe the disciples' admiration of the beauty
of the physical temple. This provides some insight into the worldview of those living
in this era.
From their perspective the temple was absolutely beautiful and unmovable. In their
mind, the temple was something to boast about.
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Proverbs 11:28 (ESV)
“Whoever trusts in his riches
will fall, but the righteous
will flourish like a green leaf”

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/famouslandmark-hollywood-sign-los-angeles-1164563563

As I reflected on this, I couldn’t help but think about the “success” of Hollywood and
the perceived notion that people with the most popularity “wins”.
Many at the height of their career think that they are unstoppable – that nothing can
move them away from the success they think they have. And just like the disciples
who felt that the temple was unmovable, it’s easy for any of us to mistakenly think
that we are are unmovable.
It certainly must have come as a shock when Jesus didn’t hold the same view as the
disciples did. I was reminded of this point strongly years ago when my Dad had to
move into a nursing home. All his earthly possessions were all contained in just one
little box. His trust in the living God was far more valuable than the “stuff” he owned.
As Proverbs 11:28 points out…<Read Slide> As Jesus emphasized with his disciples
the physical beauty and riches of a temple were of little value to him. A relationship
with Jesus Christ is far more valuable.
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When God’s love breaks in
– relationships get shaken
up.

Jesus wasn’t concerned about the physical temple. Rather he focused their attention
on trusting and placing their hope in him regardless of what would happen around
them.
The disciples didn’t understand yet how much of a shake-up of their world they
would experience, so the words of Jesus would indeed bring them great comfort as
the crisis in their lives and the world around them would be shaken.
The temple the disciples admired was only physical. It was movable but Christ wasn’t
- Jesus wants us to remember to trust him for the circumstances of our lives. And, as
we consider that refrain from the song by Elvis Presley of being “All Shook Up”, <Read
Slide>
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Full – Time Redeemer
“Dozens of people go to Him to be cured of some one particular
sin which they are ashamed of…or which is obviously spoiling
daily life…Well, He will cure it all right: but He will not stop there.
That may be all you asked; but if once you call Him in, He will give
you the full treatment”
(C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: Touchstone), pp. 174).

Jesus is in the business of making a new creation, he is a full-time Redeemer. CS Lewis
stated that, <Read Slide>. The full treatment is described in Luke 21: 10-17 that we
read earlier.
We know that Jesus was addressing the people of his day but there are lessons we
can learn about relationships from these scriptures.
In the next few slides we are going to take a look at four relationships that get’s
shaken up when God’s love breaks through. In order to become whole, these
relationships are brought into crisis because nothing is left untouched when the
master builder does his work.
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1. Relationship with God
Vs 12: But before all this they will lay their hands on you and
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons,
and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name's
sake.

If I may mention Elvis again – his whole being was “All Shook Up” when he came into
relationship with the one he loved….and so it is with us that as God’s love is shed
abroad in our hearts.
It is that primary Relationship with our God that shakes up all other relationships.
Luke 21: 12 <Read Slide>…it was because of the relationship that the disciples had
with Jesus Christ that they were arrested and put in prison. It shook up the
relationships that they had with other people.
Just as Bonhoeffer described, no other relationship is as important. Our priorities
change and we discover who we are and the purpose for living.

19

2. Relationship with Self
“So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate”
- Genesis 2: 6

The second relationship that gets shaken up is the relationship we have with our self.
When Adam and Eve made the choice to turn their eyes away from their Creator and
looked at what they thought was good for them in the Garden of Eden, they ended
up looking to themselves and trusting what they thought was good, rather than
trusting in God – even though God had supplied all that they needed from the very
beginning.” <Read Slide>
Satan lied to Eve and told her she would be all wise and know good and evil.
As a result we have all swallowed the lie and failed to trust in the goodness of our
Creator. Just like Adam and Eve we think we know better and choose to do things our
way, and learn the hard way that our judgment is faulty.
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Hebrews 4:12 - 13 (ESV)
Vs 12: For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts
and intentions of the heart.
Vs 13: And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked
and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give
account.

Hebrews 4:12 reveals to us that God’s word is living and active. Beginning in verse 12,
<Read Slide>
As I mentioned earlier and is a good reminder for all of us, that’s it’s easy to get
misled and think that the success of this life, being powerful, or appearing
“righteous” like the Pharisees did in Jesus days give us a good standing with God.
The scriptures remind us that God sees through it all. There is nothing that we can
hide from him – thankfully God is a merciful God and because of Jesus we are made
righteous before his presence.
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Closer to the Cross of Christ
“…Something is wrong and must be put right. When we feel that
in our bones, when we admit that something is wrong not only
with the whole human situation in general but also with one’s
own self in particular, then God is at work bringing us closer to
the cross of Christ”
- Fleming, R, 2015, The Crucifixion, p.166

Rutledge Fleming from the book, “The Crucifixion, understanding the death of Jesus
Christ” stated that “the tragedy of human existence, in fact, calls out for
rectification…..<Read Slide>
Therefore, as we focus on Jesus Christ, we turn back to the trust relationship with our
heavenly Father and our reliance on self is shaken off.
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3. Relationship with Others
Vs 17 “…You will be hated by all for my name’s sake”

The third relationship that gets “all shook up” is our relationship with other people.
No part of our lives is left untouched from the master creator. Off course when we
come into alignment with Jesus Christ, we face opposition.
Just like the changes that take place when a person comes into relationship with
another, people will also notice a change in us as we start to live a new life in Christ
Jesus.
Because of these changes, we may lose friendships, friends betray us and we feel a
deep sense of loss at the rejection we might experience.
I think of my parents when they chose to commit their lives to Jesus Christ. The
changes in their lives was noticeable. They stopped the partying and drinking, and all
of a sudden, the friends they thought they had, seemed to disappear overnight.
The words, “You will be hated by all for my name’s sake” certainly echoed true.
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Luke 21: 14 – 15 (ESV)
Vs 14: Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate
beforehand how to answer,
Vs 15: for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of
your adversaries will be able to withstand
or contradict.

Certainly that shake-up in their lives was a living testimony because people instantly
saw the change in how they lived.
Just as Luke 21: 13 says, “this will be your opportunity to bear witness” People in
the community indeed took notice. In a small community when someone changes
their lifestyle, it certainly stands out.
Many times they were ridiculed and made fun of. It wasn’t easy to stand against such
opposition in a small community but they held true to what they believed God
desired of them. This took faith on their part.
Luke 21: 14 – 15 goes on to say <Read Slide> and as noted by the GCI Equipper for
the suggested sermon for this week,
“the main opportunity here is to grow in our trust and relationship with the Lord a
little further as he promises to give us his words and wisdom in response to this
reaction from others.
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“Our witness to the world will be a natural response that flows from
knowing the Lord, rather than reacting to people”
https://equipper.gci.org/2019/10/sermon-for-november-17-2019

The more we walk with him, the more we grow to trust him. <Read Slide>
https://equipper.gci.org/2019/10/sermon-for-november-17-2019
In every walk of our lives we need to remember to grow and trust the Lord with his
promises.
He will give us the wisdom and the words to speak in response to those that react
negatively towards us. We don’t need to panic or worry about what to say or how
things will work out. We need to seek God and trust his goodness.
This takes faith, patience and prayer as we run to the one who has us in the palm of
his hands.
2 Thess 3:13 reminds us to never grow weary in doing good – we must continue to
serve and remain faithful in spite of opposition.
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4. Relationship with Creation
Vs 11: There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines
and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from
heaven.

Finally the fourth relationship that undergoes a shake-up is our relationship with
creation. When Adam and Eve sinned, the entire world suffered the consequences.
Luke 21: 11 says <Read Slide>
As we consider these events, we see that the cosmos and nature itself is in turmoil as
the love of God breaks through.
The world isn’t disconnected from humanity who live in it. We can certainly see this
when we look at the effects of man-made waste and the resulting effect on climate
change. So as a result of humanity being connected to the world, our “environment
and the forces of nature undergo a seismic shift in reaction to the shake-up taking
place between God and his people who were created to be stewards of his good
creation” as noted by GCI in the suggested sermon for this week.
https://equipper.gci.org/2019/10/sermon-for-november-17-2019
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Encouraging Words
Vs 18: But not a hair of your head will perish.
Vs 19: By your endurance you will gain your lives.

As these verses continue, Luke 21: 18-19 offers these encouraging words…<Read
Slide>
The word endurance is also referenced in the Strong’s Concordance as “forbearance
or longsuffering, patiently enduring” which is what we are do to as we continue in
the relationship with our heavenly father.
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Good news
“have a never-ending life of love and joy, of good
relationships – relationships with millions and billions of
other people who help one another and love one another”
https://www.gci.org/articles/an-introduction-to-trinitarian-theology/

These four relationships that I have highlighted today. 1 Relationship with God, 2.
Relationship with Self, 3. Relationship with Others, and lastly 4. Relationship with
Creation are shaken up because God’s desire is that we <Read Slide> as highlighted in
the article by Michael Morrison titled, An Introduction to Trinitarian Theology.
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Good news of the Gospel
“….the good news of the Bible, the good news of salvation, is
that not only do we live forever, but that we will live with God.
That’s the best part: God wants us to live with him”

https://www.gci.org/articles/an-introduction-to-trinitarian-theology/

Michael Morrison goes onto to state that the good news of the gospel, <Read Slide>
In fact Isaiah 65:17-25 and Revelation 21:1-4 talks about a about a new heaven and
new earth in which everyone will get along and we will be made completely whole.
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Living with each other…
Isaiah 65:25

Revelation 21: 3

“The wolf and the lamb shall
graze together; the lion shall
eat straw like the ox, and
dust shall be the serpent's
food.
They shall not hurt or
destroy in all my holy
mountain,” says the Lord.”

“And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place
of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they
will be his people, and God
himself will be with them as
their God.”

Let’s just look at a couple of verses.
Isaiah 65: 25 says: <Read Slide> and Revelation 21: 3 says <Read Slide> In both of
these chapters, we find comfort in knowing that the time will come when there will
be no more crying or sorrow but we will be in an eternal relationship with our Lord.
Continuing with this train of thought from Michael Morrison, we are reminded that
“eternal life is not just living for a really long time – it means that we live with each
other, and with God, forever and ever” https://www.gci.org/articles/an-introductionto-trinitarian-theology/
We can take comfort knowing that relationships are made complete through Jesus
Christ.
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Being Made Whole
“God intends to save our whole being with all
our relationships that make up who we are –
what Jesus here calls our souls. We will find in
the end that we haven’t lost anything—not
even one hair”
https://equipper.gci.org/2019/10/sermon-for-november-17-2019

In Conclusion, when our lives are touched by the divine and we come into
relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit it shakes up our entire world. Off
course, I think we could each share our own testimony to this fact.
I think the GCI equipper sums it up the best by stating:
“We can engage in all this struggle, this crisis, on all four fronts of our relationships,
because we are promised that in the end, we will be made whole. < Read Slide>
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Why should we endure?
“It is all being healed and made whole
in the love of the Father poured out in
Jesus the Son by the Spirit.”
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Why should we patiently endure? Because through the process, “the full treatment,”
we are gaining who we are: Souls being shook up by God’s love.
The complete you, from the hair on your head to the last cell in your foot, including
the ground you walk on and the people you walk with. < Read Slide>
https://equipper.gci.org/2019/10/sermon-for-november-17-2019
And because of that relationship are made right as we live in relationship with our
triune God.
<Prayer>
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