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“14 ¶ AND JESUS RETURNED IN THE
POWER OF THE SPIRIT TO GALILEE, AND
A REPORT ABOUT HIM WENT OUT
THROUGH ALL THE SURROUNDING

SCRIPTURE
READING:
LUKE 4:14-30
(ESV)

COUNTRY.

15 AND HE TAUGHT IN THEIR
SYNAGOGUES, BEING GLORIFIED BY ALL.
16 AND HE CAME TO NAZARETH,
WHERE HE HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP. AND
AS WAS HIS CUSTOM, HE WENT TO THE
SYNAGOGUE ON THE SABBATH DAY, AND
HE STOOD UP TO READ.
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17 AND

THE SCROLL OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH WAS
GIVEN TO HIM. HE UNROLLED THE SCROLL AND FOUND
THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS WRITTEN, 18 “THE SPIRIT
OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED
ME TO PROCLAIM GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR. HE HAS
SENT ME TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES AND
RECOVERING OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET AT
LIBERTY THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM
THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOR.” 20 AND HE ROLLED
UP THE SCROLL AND GAVE IT BACK TO THE ATTENDANT
AND SAT DOWN. AND THE EYES OF ALL IN THE
SYNAGOGUE WERE FIXED ON HIM. 21 AND HE BEGAN TO
SAY TO THEM, “TODAY THIS SCRIPTURE HAS BEEN
FULFILLED IN YOUR HEARING.”
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22 And all spoke well of him and marveled at
the gracious words that were coming from his
mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s
son?” 23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you
will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal
yourself.’ What we have heard you did at
Capernaum, do here in your hometown as
well.” 24 And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no
prophet is acceptable in his hometown.
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25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the
heavens were shut up three years and six
months, and a great famine came over all the
land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but
only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a
woman who was a widow. 27 And there were
many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only
Naaman the Syrian.”
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28 When they heard these things, all in
the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29
And they rose up and drove him out of
the town and brought him to the brow of
the hill on which their town was built, so
that they could throw
him down the cliff.
Him him
30 But passing through their midst, he
went away.” (Lu 4:14-30 ESV)
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The story of Jesus turning water into wine is a revelation showing us that Jesus is the
son of God.
The gospel mentions seven signs. (Next slide)

THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING GOD
THANK YOU JESUS FOR YOUR REVELATION
AMEN
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When Jesus spoke at the synagogue in Nazareth, his hometown, he was well received
at first but then he said something that just offended them so much that they wanted
him killed.
This Sunday is Epiphany 3 – Epiphany means revelation. Jesus is revealing himself!
This part of Scripture is very powerful and helps to understand who Jesus is by what he
revealed about himself.
It is interesting that Luke situates this part of Scripture immediately after the
temptation of Jesus in the desert where he was confronted by all the weapons of
Satan.
He was tempted to stop trusting God for his basic needs. The devil wanted Jesus to
change stones into bread at his command.
He was also offered power over the nations in exchange for worshiping the devil.
Then the devil tried to get Jesus to doubt his identity by having to prove to him

whether he was the son of God or not. The devil wanted Jesus to react to him rather
than to God the Father.
Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, did not succumb to any of the temptations hurled
at him by the devil.
After this encounter with the devil, Jesus officially began his public ministry.
In the power of the Holy Spirit, he went to Galilee, the region where he was brought up.
He immediately gained favour with his audience when he taught in their synagogues.
He was glorified by everyone.
Afterwards, he came to Nazareth, his hometown if you will. Jesus being brought up
under the Old Covenant/Old Testament observed the Sabbath. He was asked to speak
in the synagogue. He quoted Isaiah 61:1–2 and Isaiah 58:6.
Jesus then proclaimed his mission and his purpose in coming to the earth.
What Jesus told them was completely new and not at all in line with their mindset and
expectations. The Jews at the time were waiting for their liberation. The liberation they
were expecting was a physical one that of being liberated from the oppression of the
Roman Empire. In their minds, they expected a powerful leader. Old Testament
prophecies pointed to the fact that Jesus would be a descendent of David.
Moses was seen as a very powerful man by the Jewish people. In reality he was an
amazing leader by the power given to him by God as he led the Israelites out of Egypt
into the promised land.
Moses had told the people, as we read in Deuteronomy 6:15 pm that a prophet like him
would be raised up.
Peter quoted What Moses told Israelites in Acts 3:22. (next slide)

“19 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may
be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from
the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ
appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive
until the time for restoring all the things about which God
spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 22
Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet
like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in
whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul
who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed
from the people.’” (Ac 3:19-23 ESV)
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From reading the Old Testament, it is easy to see how the Jews could have
misunderstood and how they could have been misled in their expectations.
There were other prophecies about Jesus that described who Jesus would be in his
human flesh. For example, Isaiah 53 says the following: “2 For he grew up before him
like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that
we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 3 He was despised
and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.” (Isa 53:2–3
ESV)
The Jews obviously did not understand those Scriptures.
Jesus, the great liberator, stood before them and he did not recognize him.

JESUS' MISSION
• “18 “THE SPIRIT

OF THE LORD IS UPON ME,
BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME TO PROCLAIM
GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO
PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES AND
RECOVERING OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET AT
LIBERTY THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO
PROCLAIM THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOR.””
(LU 4:18-19 ESV)
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The liberation offered by Jesus includes everyone. The word poor is found about 44
times in the New Testament and mostly refers to people who are physically poor, who
are in physical want.
Who are the captives?
All of us were at one time captives of sin and under its power. Ro 6:17 But God be
thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form
of doctrine to which you were delivered.
Ro 6:20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.
The only way to stop being captive to sin is accept Jesus and his deliverance from the
power of sin.

Notice that in the passage just read that being slaves to sin is what we were formerly.
By accepting Jesusè sacrifice on our behalf, Jesus gave us freedom to live for him, to
live for righteousness.

Who are the blind? (Next slide)

• “3 AND

EVEN IF OUR GOSPEL IS VEILED, IT IS

VEILED ONLY TO THOSE WHO ARE PERISHING.

4 IN

THEIR CASE THE GOD OF THIS WORLD

HAS BLINDED THE MINDS OF THE

UNBELIEVERS, TO KEEP THEM FROM SEEING
THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF

CHRIST, WHO
4:3-4 ESV)

IS THE IMAGE OF

GOD.” (2CO
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The blind not only refers to the physically blind but to the spiritually blind.
Not knowing the good news of the gospel and the promises found in Jesus, we cannot
see who God is. Not knowing who God is, we cannot know what the gospel is.

Jesus describes himself as the light of the world. Only God can heal our eyesight and
rescue us from darkness. The Bible is very clear that all people are in darkness until we
are rescued by God. (“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,” (Col 1:13 ESV);
“for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light” (Eph 5:8 ESV)
Up to that point, the Jews in the synagogue could accept what Jesus was saying
because they did not see themselves as being blind. They did not see themselves as
being captive. They could accept that Jesus came to proclaim good news of the poor.
They basically thought that they were in good standing before God because of
belonging to the nation of Israel which had been specifically chosen by God to be a
light to the other nations

Jesus came to set at liberty those who are oppressed.
Sin is very oppressive. Living independently from God’s brings oppression.
We have to go back and ask why Jesus came to the world?
John the Baptist says that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world.

The apostle John writes that God the Father sent his son Jesus not to condemn the
world but in order that the world might be saved through him.
Jesus said that he came to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. That is extremely
good news Jesus told his audience. They were impressed by what he said at first. So far,
so good.
.
Then he said something really astounding. “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in
your hearing” (verse 21).
The question is who is fulfilling all these things in their ear.
It is Jesus himself!
They were very impressed by what he said and then they began to question themselves
about his origin. They began to look at his pedigree and realize that he was the son of a
humble carpenter.
Obviously before coming to Nazareth, Jesus had already performed many miracles
which are not listed here. The Nazarenes wanted Jesus to perform some of the same
miracles he had done in other parts of Galilee in Nazareth.
Jesus knew what they were thinking and discussing among themselves..He then said
something to them which was very shocking and offensive. (Next slide)

“25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the
heavens were shut up three years and six months,
and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and
Elijah was sent to none of them but only to
Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who
was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in
Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none
of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the
Syrian.”” (Lu 4:25-27 ESV)
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Why were the angry because Jesus said that?
Jesus referred to a very dark period in Israel’s history.
Obviously, the Jews knew the history Jesus referred to as they read the Old Testament.
1 Kings describes the reign of Ahab who was married to Jezebel.
Ahab was the seventh king of Israel and he reigned for 22 years from around 874 to
852 BC. (New Bible Commentary, J.D. Douglas, Organizing Editor, WM. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids Michigan). He was married to Jezebel, daughter of
the king of Sidon and also a priest of Astarte, a false God.
Influence by his wife, he built a temple dedicated to Baal in Tyre, Samaria. “She was a
bold, wicked idolatrous, and stirred up her husband to do evil against the Lord.”
(Concise Bible Dictionary page 427)
She openly opposed the worship of Yahweh. She had the prophets of God killed. She
had altars dedicated to God torn down.

God intervened and through Elijah, he brought on the famine of 3 1/2 years.
In 1 Kings, we read where Elijah confronted 450 prophets of Baal.
God showed his powerful presence by sending a powerful fire burning of the offering
and showing that he was indeed the true and only God. (1 Kings 18)
This was a very low point in the history of Israel. They had turned away from God and
turned to the worship of idols.
Afterwards, Elijah fled away from Jezebel who wanted to kill him. Instead of turning for
help from his fellow Israelites, God sent Elijah to a widow in Zarephath, a small town in
what is now in modern Lebanon. She was not part of God’s chosen people. God chose
to work to her to save Elijah from the wrath of this wicked lady.
When Jesus compared his audience to the Israelites during the low time of Ahab and
Jezebel, this was very insulting to them.
Jesus did not stop with one example. He gave another one. He told them about Elisha.
Elisha, a prophet of God, performed many miracles one of which was the healing of
Naaman the Syrian. He was healed and none of the Israelites who suffered from leprosy
were healed of this dreadful and contagious disease. Reference to the healing of
Naaman of leprosy can be found in 2 Kings chapter 5.
From biblical records, Elisha worked as a prophet of God for a period of more than 50
years. He lived during the reign of Ahab and five other kings. He “conducted his
ministry at the head of the prophetic schools which consists of a display of signs and
wonders both at a personal as well as at a national level. Elisha emerges as a kind
seer in the tradition of Samuel to whom peasants and kings alike turn for help.” (The
New Bible Dictionary page 365)
Jesus audience took this as an insult to be compared with the Gentiles being more
worthy of God's intervention then them.. They were filled with anger to a point that
they were so fired up that they drove Jesus out of the town and brought him to the
brow of the hill on which their town was built, to throw him down the cliff.
They were so furious and insulted that they wanted to kill Jesus for telling them the
truth of what was in their heart.

WHAT CAN WE LEARN WHAT CAN WE
LEARN FROM THIS PASSAGE OF
SCRIPTURE?
• JESUS IS THE FULFILMENT OF OLD TESTAMENT PROMISES. HE
BRINGS GOOD NEWS OF RESTORATION.
• GRACE CALLING FOR REPENTANCE CAN BE
OFFENSIVE
• BEING LIBERATED CAPTIVES CHANGES OUR
WORLDVIEW
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1 – This is the best news ever. Jesus came to liberate everyone. He was sent by God the
Father from heaven to earth. He is the bearer of the best news ever.
Jesus will succeed in his mission of ridding this world of sin. The apostle Paul tells us in
1 Corinthians chapter 15. “23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at
his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and
power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The
last enemy to be destroyed is death.” (1 Co 15:23–26 ESV)
Humanity yearns for a time of peace and tranquility.
• Can we imagine a time when evil with its many faces will not exist at all.
• Can we imagine a time when the heart of man will be completely changed when
there will be no more idolatry, sorcery, hostility, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries
or opposition, dissensions or conflicts, divisions or splits among people, lying and
deceit, drunkenness, immorality and other sins.
• Can we imagine a time when human beings will not be pulled and tempted by sin

because sin will be no more rooted in us. Imagine not being tempted to do anything
bad neither in the thoughts, words and actions.
• Can we imagine a time, in the fullness of the kingdom, when every human being will
be filled with love for God and love one another instead of being self-centered.
• Can we imagine a time when there will be no more depression, anxiety, feeling blue,
no more worry and instead joy rooted in God himself.
• Can we imagine a time when the sound of war and people protecting themselves
against one another will be no more because perfect peace will prevail?
• Can we imagine a time when we will no longer be irritated by one another, a time
when we will value others as much as ourselves because we love God above all. The
world will then be filled with kindness towards one another.
• Can we imagine a time when people will never say anything bad or derogatory
against one another because goodness will prevail.
• Can you imagine a time when sickness and death will no longer plague humanity. All
people who accept to believe in Jesus, whom the Father has sent, will live eternally,
forever!
This is the future that Jesus came to usher and to bring about. He will succeed. This is
the great liberation he came to bring about when he said that he came to proclaim the
good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to the captives and the recovering of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed and to proclaim the year of the
Lord's favour. Today, the Scripture found in Luke 4:18-19 has been fulfilled in the
hearing of Jesus live audience. It is fulfilled in our hearing also today! What a privilege
to hear!
In Christ, as we live between the time of his first coming and his return, as we
participate in his work, God is changing our character in the likeness of the character of
Jesus. (Ro 12:2 Do not be conformed (our participation) to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
2Co 3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed (God’s work) into the same image from one degree of glory to another.
For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
“20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus

Christ, 21 who will transform (God’s work) our lowly body to be like his glorious body,
by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.” (Php 3:20-21
ESV)
2- Being told that we are sinners and that pure goodness does not reside in the human
heart is difficult to hear. Humanity in general has always believed that we could
function successfully apart from God. We all have fallen into the trap of the devil. To
accept the words of Jesus that in my heart lies evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual
immorality, theft, false witness, slander is difficult to hear as we have a distorted view
of ourselves before Jesus shines his light on us to reveal our unconverted character and
the need for grace, repentance and the new life he offers.
This is especially difficult to hear because in our world self-love is promoted, rooted in
the self rather than rooted in God.
There is nothing wrong in loving ourselves but it has to be rooted in God or otherwise it
becomes selfish. God does not want to hate ourselves because he loves us so dearly.
Jesus is very clear about where our priorities are to be. Jesus told the rich young man
what is truly important.
“37 … ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments
depend all the Law and the Prophets.’ (Mt 22:37–40 ESV)
There’s absolutely none of us that lives up to this high standard but we are called to
grow toward that perfection found in Christ (our participation in Christ). The good news
is that we live in Christ. Jesus is sitting at the right hand of the Father, the perfect man,
representing all of us.
3- We stop looking at other people according to the flesh. We begin to see them
through the eyes of Jesus who also love them so much that he willingly died for them
also. As liberated captives, we are to look at others with compassion hoping for the day
that their blindness will be removed. We pray for them.
We accept in humility that our hope is not in ourselves but in Christ Jesus.
‘14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has
died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might
no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 16 ¶
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we
once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.’ (2
Co 5:14–16 ESV)

Let us thank God for his for the wonderful promises given to us in Jesus.

.
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