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“1 ¶ FOR

SINCE THE LAW HAS BUT A

SHADOW OF THE GOOD THINGS TO COME
INSTEAD OF THE TRUE FORM OF THESE

REALITIES, IT CAN NEVER, BY THE SAME

SCRIPTURE
READING:
HEBREWS 10:110 (ESV)

SACRIFICES THAT ARE CONTINUALLY

OFFERED EVERY YEAR, MAKE PERFECT
THOSE WHO DRAW NEAR.

2 OTHERWISE,

WOULD THEY NOT HAVE CEASED TO BE
OFFERED, SINCE THE WORSHIPERS,

HAVING ONCE BEEN CLEANSED, WOULD
NO LONGER HAVE ANY CONSCIOUSNESS
OF SIN?
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3 BUT IN THESE SACRIFICES THERE IS A
REMINDER OF SIN EVERY YEAR. 4 FOR IT IS

IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE BLOOD OF BULLS AND
GOATS TO TAKE AWAY SINS. 5
CONSEQUENTLY, WHEN CHRIST CAME INTO
THE WORLD, HE SAID, “SACRIFICES AND
OFFERINGS YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A
BODY HAVE YOU PREPARED FOR ME; 6 IN
BURNT OFFERINGS AND SIN OFFERINGS YOU
HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE.
3

7 ¶ Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your
will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of
the book.’” 8 When he said above, “You have
neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin
offerings” (these are offered according to the
law), 9 then he added, “Behold, I have come to do
your will.” He abolishes the first in order to
establish the second. 10 And by that will we have
been sanctified through the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all.” (Heb 10:1-10 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING
GOD
THANK YOU JESUS FOR HAVING DONE
THE FATHER'S PERFECT WILL
AMEN
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Hebrews was written by an author who is unknown. There has been much speculation
about who the author is but none is conclusive. The letter to the Hebrews simply does
not identify the author.
This book was written to encourage believers living in Jerusalem who were becoming
discouraged because of persecution.
The author encourages them by showing who Jesus is and his mission on our behalf.
Some of the Christians were walking away from the faith and going back to their old
way of life. Worship services became less important to them and was no longer a
priority. Some were abandoning the assembling of themselves.

The following quotation describes it well:
PERHAPS NO ISSUE PERPLEXES the modern church more than why baby boomers
don’t go to church. Even if you factor in the return of many such families when
children arrive and parents decide to get them “churched,” the baby boomers qualify
as the modern church’s lost generation.

A popular way to analyze this problem is to bring all the power of the social sciences
to bear. Mailed surveys, demographic analyses, and personal interviews have
provided researchers with a wealth of information. The result has been user-friendly
services complete with new formats, positive messages, and relevant preaching
styles. Much of this is useful. But it is just possible that the best thing to do would be
for every church member to read and study the message of Hebrews.
Hebrews was written to immature Christians who were tempted to fall away from
church attendance and returned to their pre-Christian lifestyle. It was written to
“encourage discouraged believers drifting away from real Christianity by bolstering
commitment to draw near to God and to endure in commitment to Christ,” and it was
“especially relevant for those tempted to turn from Christianity or Christian
fellowship to preconversion patterns of life.” Sounds like the baby-boomer church
attendance problem may not be as unique as we sometimes think.
Guthrie, George H.. Hebrews (The NIV Application Commentary Book 15) (p. 11).
Zondervan. Kindle Edition.

As I read the book of Hebrews, it encourages me to stay faithful to Jesus because no
one apart from Jesus can rectify the mess that we humans have put ourselves in.
Throughout history, from Adam and Eve on, mankind has lived independently from
God.
In the Old Testament, in his grace, God had given them a perfect law that if they obeyed
would have caused them to be a light to other nations. God had promised them
physical blessings in every part of their life. We need to notice that living by the Old
Testament laws did not result in eternal life. The Israelites, like the other nations
around them, were still under the curse of sin and death. The Old Covenant is a
covenant of grace. When he began to articulate the core of the Old Testament, God
said, “2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods before me.” (Ex 20:2-3 ESV).
God told them who He was and what He had done for them. He was the one who
delivered them out of their physical slavery.
If they had obeyed God, other nations would have realized how greatly God loved the
Israelites. They would have been attracted to God realizing that the God of Israel was
different than all the other gods.
The Israelites, who were living in slavery to the Egyptians when God liberated them

quickly forgot the treacherous condition they had come from. Shortly, after their
liberation, forgetting the incredible miracles God had done on their behalf, turned to
their old religious beliefs and practices. God had shown his superiority over all the gods
of the Egyptians by bringing about 10 devastating plagues.
In Exodus 32, as Moses was delayed coming down from the mountain, the Israelites
became impatient. They were afraid that Moses was somehow lost. They asked Aaron
to make them gods who would go before them. They build a golden calf from the gold
they had gathered from the Egyptians. After they build this calf, they said, “These are
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt! (Exodus 32:4).
What a rejection of God by the Israelites. Yet God never rejected them.
We read in the Old Testament that they were given sacrificial laws to offer sacrifices to
God. There were various types of sacrifices for different occasions.
As we read the Old and the New Testament, there is not one person who perfectly
obeyed the will of God the Father other than Jesus Christ.
This is very important to understand.

As the apostle Paul wrote, ‘for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,’ (Ro
3:23 ESV).
There was the one thing that God was most interested in - that his people obey him.
Sacrifices were not what pleased God.
The following are a few scriptures that prove this.

“And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the
LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen
than the fat of rams.” (1Sa 15:22 ESV)
“16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;
you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 17 The
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite
heart, O God, you will not despise.” (Ps 51:16-17 ESV)
“22 For in the day that I brought them out of the land of
Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers or command them
concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices. 23 But this
command I gave them: ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your
God, and you shall be my people. And walk in all the way
that I command you, that it may be well with you.’” (Jer
7:22-23 ESV)
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These scriptures describe the heart of God. What he values is walking in his will. Why?
Because it is for our good!
History has proven that we human beings are unable to meet what God demands or
expects.
This is why the commemoration of the birth of Jesus who left his previous glory to
become one of us is so important and majestic.
On a side note, Christmas, Easter and other Christian celebration were banned in
Massachusetts in the 18th and 19th century. In 1802, the US House of Representatives
convened on Christmas Day. The law was so stringent that anybody caught celebrating
Christmas would pay a fine of five shillings. "A common sentiment among the leaders
of the time was that such feast days detracted from their core beliefs: “They for
whom all days are holy can have no holiday.” For more information, you can go to
https://newengland.com/today/living/new-england-history/how-the-puritans-bannedchristmas/ ).
As human beings, we have a tendency to go to two extremes. Either we go to the

extreme of celebrating as if God did not exist or we do not celebrate because we do not
understand such great events as the birth of Jesus and his resurrection.
Commemorating the birth of Jesus is worth celebrating whatever the exact date of
Jesus might be.
As human beings, it is difficult to understand fully the love God the Father has for us in
sending us his Son to be born as one of us. The words for such sacrificial love is beyond
words to explain the grandeur of such an act on the part of God. We know the love of
God towards human beings because He revealed it in and through Jesus. The inspired
words of Jesus are preserved in the Bible for us.
Jesus whom the angels worshipped became lower than the angels for our eternal good.
We read that God the Father made him a little lower than the angels and yet he
crowned him with glory and honour putting everything in subjection under his feet.
(paraphrase of Hebrews 2:7-8)
Jesus completely identified with our humanity because he was incarnate in our
humanity. This means that he did not take on a perfect humanity but he took on our
broken flesh.
Evidence: he was tempted in every way just as we are.
God is just and merciful. Man was guilty of breaking his relationship with God. God
could not let that go unpunished. All human beings are under the power of sin and
death. As Fleming Rutledge says in her book THE CRUCIFIXION, Understanding the
Death of Jesus Christ, "The New Testament writings all presuppose that the fallen
human race and the equally fallen created order are sick onto death beyond human
resourcefulness" (Page 141).

Jesus has come to the earth to deliver us from the power of sin. Sin is a power which
runs through each and every one of us. We are capable of being victims and of being
victimizers.
Powerful example of this is the Nazi regime where ordinary men would go into the
concentration camps, kill people during the day and go to their family at night humaly
loving their family.
The power of sin is horrible. The power of sin destroys and is the cause of all kinds of
atrocities.
In Romans 1:18, we read, "“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the
truth.” (Ro 1:18 ESV).
God is completely opposed to ungodliness and unrighteousness. The greatness of the
human problem and of the lostness of human beings is evident by the measure that
God had to take to remedy the problem. God had to intervene personally at a great
cost! “16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
Son of God.” (Joh 3:16-18 ESV)

The apostle Paul goes on to write that although they knew God, they did not honour
him as God or give thanks to him but they became futile in their thinking, and their
foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools. They exchanged
the glory of God for images resembling mortal man, birds and animals and creeping
things.

Consequently, God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the
dishonouring of their bodies among themselves. They served the creation rather than
the Creator. We also read that God gave them up to a debased mind to do what not
ought to be done. In other words, God let them live in the choice of their actions and
they suffered the consequences. Instead of being filled with love, peace, joy, gentleness
and all that the fruit of the Holy Spirit, they became full of envy, murder, strife, deceit,
maliciousness. They became gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent (disrespectful),
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless,
ruthless, etc.
In other words, as in previous generation, people have become totally disconnected
from God. The same thing is happening today, when we live outside of God's will, God
gives us up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done.
Because God is love, full of mercy and justice and long-suffering, his intent was never to
leave us in that horrible state of being. Yet justice and rectification of the situation had
to be applied.
This is why Jesus became a man to rescue us from this horrible state. If you will, man
committed the crime of blaspheming God by rejecting him in the person of Adam and
Eve. And since man was the author of this horrible sin, only man could pay its penalty.

Jesus, being perfect, being sinless, took on our punishment in himself. He submitted
himself to the power of sin. He died and because he was sinless, sin had no power over
him. He did this for all of us.
This is a very wide subject that we are only touching upon briefly today. When we begin
to understand the purpose of Jesus birth, we can only be joyous and thankful for the
love of God for us.

While on earth, Jesus lived with the attitude found in Hebrews 10:7 “Then I said,
‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the
book.’” (Heb 10:7 ESV)
“So I said, ‘I’m here to do it your way, O God, the way it’s described in your Book.’”
(Heb 10:7 Message)
This is then repeated in the following verses. “8 When he said above, ‘You have
neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and
sin offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, ‘Behold, I
have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.”
(Heb 10:8–9 ESV)
The old order, the old covenant became completely obsolete. The sacrifices offered in
the Old Testament including the burnt offerings and sin offerings were offered
according to the law. God took no pleasure in those because they could not make
perfect those who offer the sacrifices. They were still under the power of sin. Under the
power of sin, they could not be completely obedient to God. This is the state of every
human being still living today.
The law’s sacrificial system, rather than delivering worshipers from guilt, actually has
the effect of reminding them of their sinfulness and, thus, their constant separation
from God (v. 3). Why is this the case under the older covenant? Because the sacrifices
of that system—“the blood of bulls and goats”3—do not have the ability to remove sins
(v. 4). Guthrie, George H.. Hebrews (The NIV Application Commentary Book 15)
(p. 327). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
Again, referring to Jesus, the Scripture tell us again that Jesus has come to do the
Father’s will.

“And by that will we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.” (Heb 10:10 ESV)
10 For God’s will was for us to be made holy
by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ,
once for all time. (NLT)
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The sacrifice that Jesus offered was very different than those offered by the Old
Testament priests.
In the Old Testament, the sacrifices were offered daily. Multiple sacrifices were offered
and yet they could not take away sins. While offering the sacrifices, the high priest
would stand.
Jesus’ sacrifice was different.
1- His sacrifice was offered for all times;
2-after his resurrection from the dead and his ascension to heaven, Jesus sat down at
the right hand of the Father;
3- Jesus offered one sacrifice—himself. He is the perfect Lamb of God;
4- the sacrifice of Jesus sanctifies. Once we accept the sacrifice in our behalf in faith,
we begin to experience his sanctification.
We have to remember that the sanctification is externally given. We are not the author
of that sanctification or of being made holy. In Jesus, God makes us holy and
sanctified.

This is a very powerful Scripture.
United to Jesus, we experience that sanctification.
The life of Jesus is characterized by his willingness to do the Father’s will. Because he is
both God and man, he is our representative.
The first Adam plunged all of us under the power of sin. Jesus, the last Adam, freed us
from the power of sin.
.
Through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ, we have been sanctified once for all.
This has happened at the cross. Once we come to faith in Jesus, once we become
united to Jesus through faith which is a gift of God, we experience his holiness and
sanctification.
I know sometimes, we feel that we are not good enough for God. In ourselves, that is a
true statement but it is also a false statement. When we place our trust in the
faithfulness of Jesus and what he did for us, we are sanctified!
Sanctification is not our work. It is not the result of the way we live or of what we do.
It is a gift of grace. There is nothing we can do to be sanctified. It is a free gift of grace.
There is nothing we can do to be unsanctified. Sanctification is not are doing. It is God’s
doing. The only way to lose out on eternal life, on salvation is to blaspheme the Holy
Spirit.
This is wonderful news, because what Jesus did on our behalf, is that we are free from
accusations or free from condemnation, as the apostle Paul says. We still remember
our past sins. In Christ, we become more and more aware that we are not righteous in
ourselves. We still sin and when we do, we are to confess our sins to God. The good
news is that in Christ, we are not condemned anymore. We don’t live by our
righteousness anymore; we live by and in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. God is
gradually taking away the evil that we have in our bodies and transforming us in the
likeness of Jesus Christ, a state we will fully experience at the resurrection of our bodies
on the last day at the return of Jesus.
The apostle Paul also wrote about our freedom from the tyranny of sin in Romans 6.

With Christ, we have died to sin. Since we have died to sin, we no longer walk in sin or

live in sin. We have been freed to walk in newness of life. Our old self was crucified with
Christ so that the body of sin might be brought to nothing so that we would no longer
be enslaved to sin. We have died with Christ and we believe that we will also live with
him. Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. For the death he died, he died to sin, once for all, but the life he
lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God
in Christ Jesus.
Consequently, we are to present ourselves to God as those who have been brought
from death to life. We are to present our members, ourselves to God as instruments of
righteousness. Because we are under grace and not under the law, sin will have no
dominion over us.
Living in this new life, we have been set free from sin, and as Paul says, have become
slaves of righteousness.
We have been freed from sin and have become slaves of God. The consequences of this
liberation lead to sanctification and its end, eternal life. I encourage you to read
Romans 6, which describes this very well.

Jesus is the captain of our salvation (next slide)
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In our life’s journey, Jesus is our captain, our pioneer.
There are times in life where we can go through major storms. Using an analogy, the
waves can be high and threaten to sink the boat. Maybe we feel like it's nighttime or
there is fog and we do not know where we will end up. We may be afraid that will be
shipwrecked. Or we may feel completely lost and overwhelmed.
How reassuring it is to know that Jesus is indeed the captain or the pioneer our
salvation. He is leading the way. He is completely in charge. He guarantees to get us to
destination. Even in the storm of life, we can rest in Christ.
This is the assurance we have when we read Hebrews 10 about the fact Jesus has done
the perfect will of God and that we have been sanctified through the offering of his
body once and for all
Jesus is our answer and our assurance. He has healed our relationship with God from
man’s side and from God’s side because he is perfectly God and perfectly man in his
person as a member of the triune God. In him we are already included.

Our adoption is our destination through Christ the man, our mediator. Our adoption as
sons and daughters is secure.
He is sitting down at the right hand of the Father. His work on earth to redeem in us is
completely done.
Our destination in him is secure and it does not depend on us. It depends on him. We
are saved because of and by Jesus.
What glorious news that Jesus has come to the earth as one of us to free us from the
power of sin by his perfect life in his death on the cross!
Let us rejoice! We are sanctified! This is the truth of our identity.
As the father whose son was delivered by Jesus from an evil spirit, we cry out, “I
believe; help my unbelief" Mark 9:24
Let us pray
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