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I haven't heard of any directly affected by the floods (i.e. loss of homes etc.). Of course there are 
members affected by the loss of transportation links, and probably by the scarcity of some goods 
(gasoline etc.) Just like we had members who had to evacuate their homes in the summer due to the 
wild fires.  

http://www.gcinewbrunswick.org/
mailto:khorwood@gcicanada.ca
https://www.gcicanada.ca/home.html
http://www.gcinewbrunswick.org/
https://update.gci.org/2021/11/denominational-celebration-videos-available-now/
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If I hear anything, I'll let people know. We are blessed to live in a country that still has resources to 
help those affected. Bill 

• 

• 

• 

https://update.gci.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Williams-Greg-Susan-D17_3684.jpg
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A scripture that sums up our angst is in Romans 8, and I quote from  because it 

encapsulates the season of Advent. 
All around us we observe a pregnant creation. The difficult times of pain throughout the 
world are simply birth pangs. But it’s not only around us; it’s within us. The Spirit of God is 
arousing us within. We’re also feeling the birth pangs. These sterile and barren bodies of 
ours are yearning for full deliverance. That is why waiting does not diminish us, any more 
than waiting diminishes a pregnant mother. We are enlarged in the waiting. We, of course, 
don’t see what is enlarging us. But the longer we wait, the larger we become, and the 
more joyful our expectancy. (  The Message) 

Welcome to the season of Advent, where waiting is the theme and Jesus is the answer. He has 
come – born of the virgin Mary; he is here – living in us through the Spirit; he is coming – his glorious 
return at the end of the age. These are the three “comings” we focus on during Advent as we look 
back and we look forward, as we see God’s promises from the beginning to the end of the age. Let me 
give you some suggested themes that tie in with the four common themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love. 

 

In week one of Advent, we are both watchful and hopeful. We watch as the events in the world 
are constant reminders that our institutions – even our religious ones – are not permanent. The world 

https://equipper.gci.org/
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%208.22-25
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is fragile, it cannot fix itself, it is in constant darkness. Humanity has tried every solution we can think 
of to bring light to the world except to follow Jesus. He is the light that destroys darkness. He is the 
only answer and the reason we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus!” During this week we focus on sharing the 
good news that Jesus will return as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

During this week we enter the peace that surpasses understanding by reminding ourselves that 
God is and always has been in control. His plan has always been about Jesus. From the very beginning 
– before the foundation of the earth – God’s plan was for Jesus to come, to live in us through the Holy 

Spirit, and to return in all power and glory. Bobby Gross, author of , wrote 

this: 
In one sense, the whole of the Old Testament is text for Advent: creation of the world, and the fall of 
humankind, the choosing of one family to bless all families and one nation to bless all nations, the 
exodus of that nation from captivity, the giving of the law and settling of the land, the choosing of 
kings and building of a temple, the sins of the people and cries of the prophets, the exile in Babylon 
and the return to live under Persians, then Greeks, then Romans, and the long, long wait for the one 
anointed to come and deliver. This is the history – the story – that leads to Jesus. (pp. 42-43) 

We wait, but we wait in hope because we trust in God’s sovereign plan. We have been invited 
to learn from history and then to join his story, which was his plan from the beginning. Because we 
know who the solution is, we can be patient as we wait. 

 

During this week we are reminded that God’s purpose is to bring us joy. Yes, we go through 
trials, we live in a dark time in a darkened world, but God is constant, and his promises are sure. We 
can follow the example of Zachariah and Elizabeth, who were childless for years; many considered 
Elizabeth “less than” because she was barren. Even in their old age God gave them the joy-filled 
message that they would have a child. And not just any child, but a child who would announce the 
coming of the Messiah. When Mary visited Elizabeth, the baby leaped for joy in her womb and 
Elizabeth realized she was favored and no longer “less than” in any way. John became the bearer of 
joyful and good news. He told people to repent and reminded them that God is the forgiver, the 
merciful one. God wants us to live in his joy. He is faithful to us. He will bring about his promises. 

 

Gabriel announced good news to Mary and her response (paraphrased) was, “I am the Lord’s 
servant, I am willing and able to do as I am asked.” But before we move forward, we also need to note 
what Gabriel said to Mary. “Greetings, you who are highly favored.” And “You have found favor with 
God.” We know from Scripture that finding favor with God isn’t based on what we know or do, it is 
based on who we know and believe. Mary believed in God and believed God. Like Abraham before her, 
Mary was blessed because she believed. In her case, the blessing included participating with God in a 
way no one else has ever participated – she carried the Son of God in her womb and gave birth to the 
Son of Man. A few months later Elizabeth told Mary, “Blessed is she who has believed,” referring to the 
promises God had made to both Elizabeth and Mary. 

Note that Gabriel repeated the “favored” comment. I would suggest it was because like most of 
us, Mary had a hard time believing she was favored. We have all fallen for the “I am not…” lies, but 
God wants us to know the truth and believe the truth. We are loved, we are chosen, we are called out, 
we are his beloved. Believing this prepares us for the end of Advent and the first coming of Jesus – the 
Incarnation. 

The four weeks of Advent point us to Jesus. He is the one who will return because he is the 
answer to all things we face. He invites us to live in his peace, even in the midst of darkness and trials. 
He reminds us that he lives in us through the Spirit and wants to be helpers of our joy. And he 
encourages us to believe – believe in who he is and in who we are in him. We are blessed when we 
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believe, and one of the greatest blessings is knowing that the Son of God became the Son of Man. 
Advent points us to the incarnation, the greatest demonstration of God’s love. 

 

  

 

 
Mr. Bill Hall, 
GCI National 
Director, Canada  

 
Do you ever get flashbacks from your past? 

Recently, I’ve been thinking about the past. My wife, Averil, was on the Wawa Ontario 
Facebook page and someone posted a photo of the 1964 grade 1 class at Sir James Dunn elementary 
school. 

Apparently, someone found it in a shed and posted it on Facebook to see if anyone could 
identify the students in the photo. I instantly recognized many in the photo as I was one of those 
students (third row from the bottom, third person from the left). 

Talk about a flashback! 
As more and more Facebook users look at that photo, more people are being identified and if 

the person has their own Facebook page, it is interesting to see where they ended up now that they 
are in their 60s. 

Looking at that photo is like seeing those 6-year-olds frozen in time. 
But time goes on, doesn’t it? It never stays still. 
I was reminded of this fact when I read this passage from Hebrews: 

 

While the high priests of Jewish fame could not continue to represent the people because they 
were trapped in time and own their mortality, the writer of Hebrews tells us that Jesus is able to make 
intercession for us for all time. 

As one who depends on him, I find encouragement from this truth, especially when time is such 
an enemy in our lives. 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%207.23-24
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“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is 
forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered…” Luke 12: 6-7 (NIV)  
Some time ago I got into conversation with a lady I know who 
attends the local village church. She started to tell me that, being 
quite a reserved person, she didn’t always feel able to participate in 
the various things to do with the running of the church. She 
mentioned several things that she considered to be important jobs 
there. They were mostly things that people could be seen to be 
doing. It seemed to be really troubling her. During the conversation 
she casually mentioned that she had made smiling eye contact with 
someone that she had previously had a problem with. I told her that 
I thought that was a good and courageous thing to do. She  

dismissed it as ‘only a small thing’.
Sometimes we are like that too, aren’t we? We look at what we consider to be important things 

and feel inadequate if we are not involved in them. Maybe we even feel inadequate in God’s eyes? But 
God isn’t like that; he is a God of small things, as well as what may seem to us to be the bigger things 
that are certainly essential to the running of any organisation. 

Remember the poor widow in Mark 12:41-44, who Jesus commended because she had put into 
the offering box all that she had – which was only two small coins. 
God watches the small things we do from our hearts. He rejoices in what is right, not necessarily what 
is big and showy. If we can be faithful in small things, he knows we can be trusted with greater things 
that he has in store for us. 

Remember also the parable of the mustard seed in Matthew 13:31-32, which Jesus compares to 
the Kingdom of Heaven; when it is planted, it is the smallest of seeds yet it grows into a very large 
bush or tree. We should think of our good deeds like those mustard seeds. The smallest act of mercy, 
love and grace is considered a mighty work in God’s eyes. 
Our God truly is a God of small things. 
Prayer: O righteous God, who searches minds and hearts, we know that you rejoice over 
every small thing that is done or said in the name of Jesus. Thank you for your unfailing 

love towards us and for such amazing grace, in Jesus’ name, Amen.
 
GCI principal website and Moncton Websites—a) www.gci.org  , b) www.gcinewbrunswick.org , c) 
www.gcicanada.ca;   
For a wealth of helpful articles about God, grace, and his plan for salvation, who we are, etc., please see the 
GCI.org website.   Contact Information: Pastor’s contact information: email— evautour47@outlook.com      

http://www.gcinewbrunswick.org/
http://www.gcicanada.ca/
mailto:evautour47@outlook.com

