
As we read the Scriptures, we can ask ourselves, who is 

the most important person in this event. Is it the 

apostles? Is it Thomas? Or is it, Jesus?

The obvious answer to this question is Jesus, the 

resurrected Lord and Saviour.

Of course, the apostles and the other people present are 

also important but they are not central. The apostles are 

part of the foundation of the church Jesus being the 

cornerstone. Jesus is the focus of the Gospel of John.

The apostle John wrote the gospel not for the benefit of 
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those who were there present. He wrote the gospel for 

the benefit of those who were not there, for those who 

would come after.  This includes us today.

Let us begin with the apostles and their reactions to the 
risen Jesus.
Thomas was not the only one to doubt Jesus’ 

resurrection.

They all knew Jesus had died. They had seen him 

resurrect people back to physical life. They had never 

heard of anyone resurrecting himself or herself.

Furthermore, in the Jewish mindset, it was thought that 

when the Messiah would come that he would restore his 

kingdom on the earth during his lifetime.

Even seeing the empty tomb, the disciples still had their 

doubts about what happened to Jesus.  Their eyes were 

still clouded.  They lived through all kinds of thoughts 

and emotions.  They experienced fear, disappointment, 

disillusionment, discouragement, etc.

We pick up the story in Luke. Jesus met two disciples, 

Cleopas and his companion,  as they were going to a 

village named Emmaus, about 7 miles from Jerusalem. 

Their eyes were kept from recognizing Jesus. 

After a long conversation with them, Jesus opened their 

eyes to his identity. When he was at the table with them, 
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he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to 

them. This is when they recognized him. God opened 

their eyes.

They then went to Jerusalem where they found the 11 

and others who were gathered with them.   

Cleopas and his friend told them that the Lord has risen 

indeed!  He had appeared to Simon, they said. 

They then recounted what happened on the road to 

Emmaus and how they had recognized him.

Then Jesus miraculously appeared to them all. Let us 

read about their very human reactions.

Next slide–Luke 24
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“39 See my hands and my feet, that 
it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For 
a spirit does not have flesh and 
bones as you see that I have.”

40 And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 

41 And while they still disbelieved for 
joy and were marveling, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to 
eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish,”  
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Just as Jesus had done before, he is showing Thomas 

that he is truly both God and human in his one person.

Jesus clearly shows his identity. Being human, we can 

have a relationship with him. Being God he is our Lord 

and Saviour.

In the recounting of Jesus resurrection appearances, the 

apostle John is also showing us clearly that the 3 persons 

of the Godhead are involved in the salvation of mankind.

Jesus came to the earth and voluntarily emptied himself 

of his divinity to save us from imminent death because 
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of our sinfulness. He submitted himself to God the 

Father during all his life on earth. He lived a completely 

human life empowered by the Holy Spirit. Jesus 

continues to do the Father’s will in his glorified state 

being both God and man in his one person.

I would like to quote what Karl Barth says about Jesus’ 

40 days post-resurrection time with his disciples.
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Let us pray
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