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To watch videos from the Succession Ceremony, click the links below:
2021 GCI and GCS Succession Ceremony: https://www.gci.org/media/videos/2021-gci-and-gcs-succession-ceremony/
2021 GCI and GCS Succession Ceremony – Welcome and Opening Prayer: https://www.gci.org/media/videos/2021-gciand-gcs-succession-ceremony-welcome-and-opening-prayer/
2021 GCI and GCS Succession Ceremony – GCS President Commissioning: https://www.gci.org/media/videos/2021-gciand-gcs-succession-ceremony-gcs-president-commissioning/
2021 GCI and GCS Succession Ceremony – GCI Chairman Commissioning: https://www.gci.org/media/videos/2021-gciand-gcs-succession-ceremony-gci-chairman-commissioning/
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Devotional: I Can’t Wait Until the World Changes…
From GCI December 1, 2021

By Mark Mounts,
Pastor

When is the last time you really sat and thought about “change”? Do you want the world to change? Do you
want a political, religious, or social ideology to change? Or do you simply wish the restaurant closest to your
home would change their menu? It seems we can all sit down and have a serious conversation about the
“things” that we wish would “change.” Have we ever considered that when we hold onto what we wish would
change, we may be doubting what we as Christians would call “God’s love”? Let me explain.
When Jesus spoke intimately to his disciples, he told them that “apart” from him (severed from him) “we can
do nothing” (John 15:5). The context of the passage is speaking of one who is “bearing fruit” through
“abiding” in Jesus. What does it

mean to bear fruit? Have you ever considered that it may mean we have to change? Change what, you may ask…the answer is
everything must change. This brings us to the word “abiding.” What if we used the words “depended on,” or “believes in,” or
“intimately relates with and trusts” in place of the word abide? That political or social or ideological reality that is driving us crazy
must be experienced in this life as we “abide in Jesus.”
Have we ever considered that change for us as humans means that we must learn something that we don’t already know,
accept it, and then apply it in our lives; in other words, we “change”? Or we must accept that what we thought was right may not be
right at all. So, we must unlearn while we learn something new. All of this happens as we abide in Jesus.
Let’s take it further. If he stated that we can do nothing unless we abide in him, could it be the ideas about change
mentioned above actually cannot happen according to God’s will in our lives unless we relate to, trust, believe, depend on
completely, with all our heart and mind, in the abiding relating of Jesus? This may be the case.
So, as we think about the changes we wish to see in others and in the world, let us be reminded that they too, those
“other” people, can do nothing unless they are abiding in Jesus. And, we have no control on when the “light bulb” comes on in
another’s life. Accepting this reality may be the hardest thing we have to accept and change in this life.
PRAYER: Lord, give me the faith to believe that you are in charge and intimately wanting all to be saved. Even the ones I
fear, and I believe to be the enemy. Let your love dwell in me, Holy Spirit, because I accept that if I don’t trust that your will is based
in love, I can do nothing.
GCI principal website and Moncton Websites—a) www.gci.org , b) www.gcinewbrunswick.org , c) www.gcicanada.ca;
For a wealth of helpful articles about God, grace, and his plan for salvation, who we are, etc., please see the GCI.org website. Contact
Information: Pastor’s contact information: email— evautour47@outlook.com
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