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Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, we will continue to have worship services online through
the Zoom platform, until further notice. You are welcome to worship with us on Sunday at
10:30 a.m. If you need information about how to join with us for worship services, please
contact Mr. Vautour, minister. The contact information is at the bottom of the bulletin.

If you have friends or acquaintances who want to join in the worship service, please do not
hesitate to share with them the Zoom links to join with us in the worship our great God.

Please note that audio and video sermons and other materials are also available on our local website at
www.gcinewbrunswick.org; The GCI October 2021 Prayer Guide can be found under “Featured Articles”.

Offerings:

You can make your donation by cheque; Address: Grace Communion International- Canada, Suite 203A, 2121
Airport Dr., Saskatoon, SK 7SL 6WS5.

You can call 1-306-653-2705 (GCIl Canada main phone number) and make credit card donation.

E-transfers to khorwood@gcicanada.ca (her full name is Kathleen Horwood). There is no need for a password as
the donations are deposited directly into the GCI banking account. In the subject or message line, write the
name of your church and your member number. Most banks send an immediate confirmation of successful
deposit. If you do not know your member number, please write to Mr. Vautour at the email address below.
You can also donate to our GC| Canada website at Grace Communion International - Canada (gcicanada.ca);
click on Donate. In the donation box detail, and under Fund, make sure you click on General. In the message
box, make sure that you identify your church and your church member number. If you don't know your church
number, please contact Mr. Vautour.
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Prayer Meeting: The next Prayer Meeting will be on Thursday October 7, 2021 @ 7:30 p.m.

. There are new prayer requests on our local website under “Members Only”
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To see specific prayer requests from the church, please go to www.gcinewbrunswick.org-under
“Members Only” and type the password. If you do not know the password, please contact

Mr. Vautour at evautour47@outlook.com

Let us pray according to God's will and as per his instructions: “1 9l First of all, then, | urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving be made for all people, 2 for kings and
all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in
every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all
people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Ti 2:1-4 ESV)

Let us pray that division, disregard, dehumanization and oppression of others cease in Canada and
around the world. Let us pray, as Jesus has taught us, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:9-10.) In
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Christ, let us pray to live by the royal law, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing
well (James 2:8).

The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Day
What it means to Dan Christmas, (September 29, 2021)
“I would like to share a few thoughts about what the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Day
means to me.

First, it is a time to remember those children who did not make it home from Indian
Residential Schools. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission estimated that between 4,000 to
6,000 died in residential schools. Since May, when the first 215 unmarked graves were identified in
Kamloops, approximately 1,800 remains have been discovered to date. | expect that many more
remains will be discovered in the months to come.

Second, it is a time for learning. A poll conducted in 2019 found that two-thirds of Canadians
have little or no understanding about Indigenous Peoples. There are so many resources available
today to help bridge that knowledge gap - on-line courses, webinars, internet sites, books etc.

The Day is an opportunity to learn about First Nations, Metis and the Inuit both in terms of
our shared history but also about the present day successes and challenges that we face. In 2018,
the Standing Senate Committee on Aboriginal Peoples (of which | was a member) published a
report titled ‘How Did We Get Here? A Concise, Unvarnished Account of the History of the
Relationship Between Indigenous Peoples and Canada’. It is relatively brief - about 64 pages but it
gives a good overview of the past 150 years. The report can be found at the sencanada.ca website
(https://sencanada.ca/content/sen/committee/421/APPA/Reports/APPAReport-Phasel_ WEB_e.pdf) .

In many ways, the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation is similar to Remember Day. Itis
a day to remember and to learn.

If Only We Had

.. young families, teenagers, more people, a building or better place to
worship, someone under the age of ___ in our church, a seasoned pastor.
What do you believe you need to make your congregation or fellowship
group successful?
I love to look at a Scripture with new eyes — asking God to help me see
something | haven't seen before, or to understand something | perhaps
misunderstood before. Admittedly, this has caused me some pain over the
years as he has revealed to me things I've misinterpreted, misunderstood, or

Rick Shallenberger completely ignored.
| was recently reading Matthew 9 and came to the last verse of the chapter, which I've heard and
used many times in sermons.

“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send
out workers into his harvest field.” (Matthew 9:38)

I've made comments in sermons such as: “Brethren, we need to ask God to add workers, to
bring new people to us so that we can do more for the kingdom.” I'm sure you've heard this. I'm also
sure you've personally asked God to provide more workers, and sometimes those requests are quite
specific. “God, if we had a person devoted to youth, we could really grow.” “Lord, please send us
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some generous donors.” “Father, Son and Spirit, please provide us a building so we can establish
roots in a community and serve it for you.”

There's nothing wrong with these requests, and | believe God has future plans for each one of
our churches, but | believe they miss the point of this passage. As | read the text with fresh eyes,
there were a few things that | hadn't really paid attention to previously. Perhaps my observations
can be a blessing to you.

Jesus is active at work
Reading the whole chapter, we notice just a few things Jesus did prior to making this statement.

1 Jesus forgives and heals a paralyzed man
Jesus calls Matthew - a tax collector — and eats with sinners and tax collectors
Jesus teaches about old and new wine and wineskins
Jesus raises the dead daughter of a synagogue leader
Jesus heals a sick woman - 12 years with bleeding
Jesus heals the two blind men
Jesus rebukes a demon and heals a mute man

1 Jesus teaches and preaches — healing as he goes

He was meeting needs right where they were. He worked “as he was going.” In today's
vernacular you might think of on his way to work or on the job site, in the neighborhood, in the
home — and as our churches change and grow. It seems we are often looking for places to do
ministry, places we can make an impact for the kingdom, things we might do, if only we had..., not
paying attention to the opportunities right around us. If God is in us — and he is — why are we always
looking for somewhere else to do ministry? Could it be that God gave us the job we have, the home
we have, in the neighborhood we live in, because that's where we are needed? Could it also be that
God has our congregation or group meeting where he wants us to meet for the present and there is
opportunity to join him right where we are? This is not to say God won't leave us there. We are
always prepared to move if it seems good to the Holy Spirit and to the group, but we don’t want to
wait to join the harvest in the meantime.

Notice how Matthew 9 ends:

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field.” (Matthew 9:36-38)

He had compassion on the crowds; he saw them as sheep without a shepherd. They needed
care, comfort, hope, security, truth. They were more than he could reach in his lifetime, which is why
he told his disciples they would do greater works than he. They would be the workers sent out to the
harvest field. They would be the ones to give care, comfort, hope, security and truth. And they would
inspire other workers to go out into the harvest field. Could it be that we are the ones to provide
care, comfort, hope, security and truth to others by living and sharing the gospel? Is this what Paul
meant when he said the love of Christ compels us to no longer view others as “others"?

This leads to the second observation.
God wants to send us out to his harvest field

He wants us to participate with him. He is already producing fruit; he invites us to join in his
harvest. Notice that? He has done the planting, the weeding, the watering, the tending of the fields.
It is his harvest, and he is the master gardener. All the work has been done in and through Jesus. It's
time to bring the harvest in and celebrate. We are invited to be part of that harvest. We are invited
to partake of the glorious fruit of seeing lives transformed, seeing hope restored, seeing people grow
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in relationship with Father, Son and Spirit. | wonder if we are so busy asking God to bring people to
us so that we can do things our way, that we aren’t seeing where God is sending us so we can
participate in his way. Notice the text does not tell us to ask for more workers; it tells us to ask God to
send out the workers we already have. In other words, there is a lot of work to be done, so let’s get
started. What are we waiting for? Are we not allowing our faith to move forward? Big question: Do
we trust him for the harvest?

If we do, then why are we continually praying and asking God for what we already have? God
has already provided our congregation and/or fellowship group with what we need to participate
with him in the present. Could it be that the things we don’t have are the things we don't need - at
least yet? | believe we already have in each of our groups what we need to join Jesus in what he is
doing in our local neighborhood, in our work place, in our homes. The harvest is plenty because he is
always at work. As we center our focus on the Love Avenue in 2022, it becomes important to start
looking around at those whom God has called us to love. Maybe this will change the way we pray.

| believe GCl is going to grow, and many of our congregations and fellowship groups might
still be in transition to where God will place them in the future. But that doesn’t mean there isn't a
harvest to participate in. Because | also believe God has us where he wants us now, and we don't
have to keep looking forward to what we might do “if only...” He invites us to participate in the
harvest right now. You and | are the workers the original disciples were praying for; let's let Christ's
love compel us to join in the harvest.

Harvesting with Jesus,

Rick Shallenberger

The Clean Doorstep
(From Word of Life, Daily Devotional i October 2, 2021 )

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
13John 1:7 (NIV)

Too many years ago, as | walked to school, | was fascinated by the number
of housewives who, every morning, were cleaning their front doorsteps. It
was a type of declaration that they were ‘clean to the door'. As | grew up, |
realised there was a subliminal competition going on — some steps were
painted white and some were painted red; some were covered in a kind of

Irene Wilson — limestone wash - all were spotless.

Deaconess - UK Many decades later | had completely forgotten all about the fastidious
housewives and their pride in their doorsteps, but the memory returned when, recently, | was
watching an old Scottish drama on television. Two women were gossiping about another and the
disparaging comment was ‘she disnae keep a clean step’; for them it was the ultimate insult — |
confess it caused me to laugh out loud at my childhood memories!

Having a clean doorstep was a sign of diligence and righteousness within the commmunity. It was a



