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“20 ¶ THEN THE MOTHER OF THE
SONS OF ZEBEDEE CAME UP TO HIM
WITH HER SONS, AND KNEELING BEFORE
HIM SHE ASKED HIM FOR SOMETHING.
21 AND HE SAID TO HER, “WHAT DO
YOU WANT?” SHE SAID TO HIM, “SAY
THAT THESE TWO SONS OF MINE ARE TO
SIT, ONE AT YOUR RIGHT HAND AND ONE
AT YOUR LEFT, IN YOUR KINGDOM.” 22
JESUS ANSWERED,
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“YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT YOU ARE ASKING. ARE
YOU ABLE TO DRINK THE CUP THAT I AM TO
DRINK?” THEY SAID TO HIM, “WE ARE ABLE.” 23
HE SAID TO THEM, “YOU WILL DRINK MY CUP, BUT
TO SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND AND AT MY LEFT IS
NOT MINE TO GRANT, BUT IT IS FOR THOSE FOR
WHOM IT HAS BEEN PREPARED BY MY FATHER.”

24 AND

WHEN THE TEN HEARD IT, THEY WERE
INDIGNANT AT THE TWO BROTHERS.
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25 But Jesus called them to him and said,
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord
it over them, and their great ones exercise
authority over them. 26 It shall not be so
among you. But whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, 27 and
whoever would be first among you must be
your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came
not to be served (ministered unto - KJ) but to
serve (minister), and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”” (Mt 20:20-28 ESV)
GOD ALMIGHTY MINISTERS TO US!

4

THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING GOD
THANK YOU FOR BEING SO GOOD TOWARDS
US!
AMEN
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God is the Creator of everything that exists.
On May 7 of this year, scientists have discovered that the Milky Way is much larger
than previously recognized. The journal “Astronomy & Astrophysics,” indicates that
our spiral galaxy’s vast rotating disk of stars spans at least 170,000 light-years, and
possibly up to 200,000 light-years.
It’s hard to fathom just how far that is. If you could ride a light beam from one side of
the disk to the other, it would take 200,000 years to span the distance. If you could
drive across and averaged 60 miles an hour, it would take more than 2 trillion years.
That’s about 150 times greater than the age of the universe, which is estimated to be
about 13.8 billion years.
(from https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/science/milky-way-galaxy-may-be-muchbigger-we-thought-ncna876966)
The speed of light in a vacuum is 186,282 miles per second (299,792 kilometers per
second) or 670,616,629 mph (1,072, 986,606.4 km per hour). At that speed, one
would circle the earth 7.5 times in one second.

The Milky Way is just one part of an ever-expanding universe. It is perfectly timed and
always works as it should, created and sustained by God himself.
God has created wonderful things and has given us the capacity to discover his
creation by giving us many things including the human eyes.

•A

HEALTHY HUMAN EYE HAS THREE TYPES OF CONE

CELLS, EACH OF WHICH CAN REGISTER
ABOUT 100 DIFFERENT COLOUR SHADES,
THEREFORE MOST RESEARCHERS BALLPARK THE

NUMBER OF COLOURS WE CAN DISTINGUISH AT
AROUND A MILLION. JUL 27, 2015 (FROM GOOGLE SEARCH)
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Men have XY chromosomes. Women have XX chromosomes. Because of this physical
makeup, a rare number of women have 4 cones in their eyes. They are able to see
even more colours, which is an amazing thing.
Yet with all these capacities to discover, with all these capacities to see colours, we
cannot see or know who the true God is on our own. Without revelation, we project
on the God who we think God is. Consequently, we come up with all kinds of myths
of who God is as evidenced by the thousands and thousands of religions invented by
man.
For us to know God as he is takes a miracle.

WE BELIEVE
HOW CAN THE FINITE CREATURES KNOW, LOVE AND
TRUST THE TRIUNE GOD?
•
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It is very clear that the only way to know God and who he is, is through the revelation
of Jesus Christ. There are very clear Scriptures that testify to that fact.

•

•
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The Bible teaches us very clearly that the only way to know who God is, is through
the revelation of Jesus Christ.
God is spirit. He is not human. He is neither male nor female. He does not have a
body like we have. He has existed before creation ever came to be.
This is a very hard for us humans to even imagine. God had to reveal himself to us by
becoming human in the person of Jesus Christ.
What Jesus revealed about who God was very offensive to the Jews at the time.
Jesus described God as being relational. He revealed the three distinct persons in the
one God. He called God his Father. He called himself the Son. He also told us who the
Holy Spirit is. The Jews thought he was blaspheming which was reason enough or a
pretext enough to crucify him.

The God we worship is one divine being in three eternal, co-essential, yet distinct
persons—God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

In Mark 12:29, Jesus said, “here, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one.
There is no way we could have known that God is one apart from the revelation of
Jesus Christ.
Being relational, and perfect in his being, he is love (1 John 4:8).
God loves his creation. He loves humanity. The apostle Paul said, ‘for the grace of
God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,’ (Titus 2:11 ESV).

God, out of love, created human beings and what we see around us. We are created
in the image of God for relationships—relationships with him and relationships with
one another.
Because Jesus is united to God the Father, in Jesus, we can be united to God the
Father through the Holy Spirit.
Jesus said that he was one with the Father. He also said that he lived in the Father
and the father lived in him.
We have to realize that this is how God reveals himself. We are not to throw our
perception on God as if we knew better than God who he is. We are to accept how
Jesus reveals who God is and pray to have our minds open to be able to accept this.
The only way to become united to God is through faith as the apostle writes in
Galatians 3:26. When God reveals himself to us in Jesus, God has given us the
freedom to accept his revelation in faith. We must accept that when we come to
know God as he reveals himself in the Bible is the result of a miracle of his revelation.

WHO GOD IS NOT
1.
2.

3.

4.
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1 – As God reveals himself to us in Jesus through the Holy Spirit, we have to set aside
all our human ways of thinking. Being very limited, we have a tendency to project on
God our own images and our own projections. As human beings, the way we are
created is very different than how God is. God is spirit. We are flesh and blood. When
God created man and woman, created in his own image, he did not make them spirit
like he is. He made us human beings destined to be adopted as sons and daughters in
himself through Jesus the man who is both God and man in his one nature.
The booklet, We Believe, says it this way, “Though we cannot know exactly how
God’s being functions since we are mere creatures, we can say that, unlike human
persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are related to each other in such an
absolutely unique and profound way that they are one in being. The oneness of
God’s being is a tri-unity.”
We need to realize that God is very different from us. God reveals himself to us in a
way that we can understand, as he opens up our minds. We are not to imagine God,
except for Jesus Christ who is both completely divine and human in his one person as
if he looked like a man. He doesn't. The Bible tells us that no one has ever seen God.

2- Some say that God manifests himself in three different ways sometimes as Father,
sometimes as Son and sometimes as Holy Spirit. This is called Modalism. This was
taught in the early church by a bishop named Sabellius who lived around 215 AD.
Modalism teaches that only one God exists and that the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit are different modes or manifestations of the one God. Churches that
promotes such teachings are the United Pentecostals and others associated with
Oneness Pentecostalism. They do not use the word modalism but their teaching is
the same.
3- God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are equally eternal and
divine. They share the same authority and power, and have the same mind, will
and purpose in all things. (idem)
4—No, the divine persons are not interchangeable “parts” of God. Each has a
unique relationship of holy love to the other two, and each has an eternal name
that reveals their real personal distinction. (from We Believe)
Unique relationships that are not interchangeable are the following:
a) the Father eternally begets the Son;
b) the Son is eternally begotten by the Father;
c) the Holy Spirit proceeds eternally from the Father and through the Son (idem)

•

•
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God is of one being and of one mind, will, authority and holy love. Consequently, all
the works of the triune God towards his creation are indivisible.
This being said, each person in the Trinity contributes uniquely to the perfectly united
work of the triune God.
How is this possible? (See second bullet in slide)
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When we think that God the Father, from before the beginning of time, has
predestined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, when we think that
he chose us in Jesus before the foundation of the world to make us holy and
blameless because we are united to Jesus—that is mind-blowing.
Jesus is God the Father’s eternally beloved Son. United to the perfect humanity of
Jesus, we also become beloved sons and daughters.
When I read the news and when I read history, the present reality does not reflect
how it will be in the end.
When I read that the Germans, who were very intelligent people, fell for the
grandiose ideas of Hitler and his henchmen by becoming extremely brutal, vicious
and violent, thinking that they could destroy certain races of people to assure that
greatness and when I read what the Bible says in these verses, I know that only God
can change things around.
When I read about the Italians, who are also an intelligent people, yet who fell for the
grandiose fascist ideas of Benito Mussolini from about 1922 until his brutal death in

1945, If I did not know God and his plan, I would be greatly discouraged because
history repeats itself.
The philosophy of FASCISM is not new and goes back to the Greek Spartan philosophy
on racial purity and emphasis on rule by an elite minority.
When I see what is happening in Damascus in Syria and the destruction of that
beautiful city and the fighting over power and ideology, it would appear that the hope
for humanity is one of futility and complete destruction.

When I see and read about the fighting between the Buddhist who are trying to
eliminate all the Rohingya Muslims, I feel so powerless. There are about 1.1 million of
this ethnic group living in Myanmar. The Buddhists, in their hatred of these people
are trying to destroy and obliterate them. These people have had to flee in
Bangladesh in makeshift refugee camps. The Buddhists treatment of the Rohingya
women is reported to have been and to be horrible and hideous.
When I read about the opioid crisis in Canada and the USA, I realize that only God can
resolve all these problems once and for all. It has been reported in the news that
“Shellfish in the Puget Sound, an inlet of the Pacific Ocean along the northwest coast
of Washington, tested positive for the prescription opioid oxycodone”. They found
that this was the lease problem as they also discovered chemicals found in
detergents, seven kinds of antibiotics, five types of antidepressants and others. Some
of the surfactants or chemical agents are known to have estrogenic effects which
have an influence on the reproductive capacity of certain fish including the
feminization of certain male fish, again I read about this I know that only God can
change the human heart to put an end to our destructive tendencies and renew the
surface of the earth to a completely new “reset”.
When I see that human beings are being peddled as cattle in human trafficking for
money, that billions of dollars are made from the selling of illicit drugs and billions of
dollars are made in industries such as pornography, when I see evil being called good
and good being called evil, I know that it takes a mighty God to be able to correct and
restore everything.
When I hear that in our province of New Brunswick about 15% of the people are food
insecure—a fancy term to say that’s many parents have to struggle to put food on the
table for their children. The problem is getting worse and humanly speaking, we can
only help in very limited ways. I am convinced that only God has the ultimate
solution.
When I look at myself and examine my human nature, I know that without God

changing my heart, there is no hope for me. Yet I have hope because Jesus is my
Hope, my Saviour, my Lord. I have hope because God’s love me and loves all humanity
before we were even born. I have hope because he is willing to go to any lengths to
save us including giving us his Son to die in our place so that we can have life.

When I consider that God has been willing to enter our darkness as a human being to
rescue us from its consequences which is sin and death I’m so thankful that we can
have a relationship with God united to Jesus through the Holy Spirit!

We have hope because such a mighty God serves us, ministers to us out of love so we
can live to serve him and fellow human beings in a relationship of love.
I like to finish the sermon by quoting a few verses from the book of Revelation.

LORD GOD ALMIGHTY,

“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, IS THE
WHO WAS AND IS AND IS TO COME!””

•
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• “3 AND THEY SING THE SONG OF MOSES, THE SERVANT OF
GOD, AND THE SONG OF THE LAMB, SAYING, “GREAT AND
AMAZING ARE YOUR DEEDS, O LORD GOD THE ALMIGHTY!
JUST AND TRUE ARE YOUR WAYS, O KING OF THE NATIONS!
4 WHO WILL NOT FEAR, O LORD, AND GLORIFY YOUR
NAME? FOR YOU ALONE ARE HOLY. ALL NATIONS WILL
COME AND WORSHIP YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE
BEEN REVEALED.”” (RE 15:3-4 ESV)
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In Exodus 15, Israel sang a song to Yahweh after the defeat of Pharaoh’s army. In
Revelation, the song of Moses has a new vigour and a new meaning because, our
Passover lamb, Jesus was slain and a greater victory was won. We see God rescuing
the Israelites from the Egyptians. In this new song, we see God freeing nations from
the grips of sin and death and as he does and will reveal himself to the nations!
Humans do not have to believe in God to see that the creation is absolutely
marvellously made. It is awe-inspiring. Many people will say that all this precisely
tuned universe in his bigness and smallness is produced by chance.
We have eyes to see the beauty of the universe. We have eyes to see the colours and
universe. All human beings have the potential to see this.
However, the no one is able to know who God is except through the revelation of
Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit enlightening our minds to understand the holy
Scriptures.
Apart from the revelation of God, no one can know the length of God’s love and the
length he went through to minister to us in such a lovingly. Again, the Father sent

Jesus to the earth not to condemn the world but to save the world, all those who
would come to believe in Jesus.
Being called by God, in his grace, we have been called to participate in the ministry of
Jesus in our life as he transforms us and in the ministry of Jesus as he serves others
and attracts them to himself with the goal of revealing the Father to them, in his
time.
Let us pray to have eyes to see and ears to hear the revelation of Scripture as the
Holy Spirit points us to God the Father and to Jesus our Saviour. That is be thankful
in all the ways he ministers to us, ways we see in ways we don't.

Or how mighty, loving is the great God we serve!
Let us pray

