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SCRIPTURE
READING:

“1 ¶ NOW AFTER THE SABBATH,
TOWARD THE DAWN OF THE FIRST DAY
OF THE WEEK, MARY MAGDALENE AND
THE OTHER MARY WENT TO SEE THE
TOMB. 2 AND BEHOLD, THERE WAS A
GREAT EARTHQUAKE, FOR AN ANGEL OF
THE LORD DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN
AND CAME AND ROLLED BACK THE
STONE AND SAT ON IT. 3 HIS
APPEARANCE WAS LIKE LIGHTNING, AND
HIS CLOTHING WHITE AS SNOW.

4 AND FOR FEAR OF HIM THE GUARDS TREMBLED
AND BECAME LIKE DEAD MEN. 5 BUT THE ANGEL
SAID TO THE WOMEN, “DO NOT BE AFRAID, FOR I
KNOW THAT YOU SEEK JESUS WHO WAS CRUCIFIED.
6 HE IS NOT HERE, FOR HE HAS RISEN, AS HE SAID.
COME, SEE THE PLACE WHERE HE LAY. 7 THEN GO

QUICKLY AND TELL HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE HAS
RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND BEHOLD, HE IS GOING
BEFORE YOU TO GALILEE; THERE YOU WILL SEE HIM.
SEE, I HAVE TOLD YOU.”
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• 8 SO

THEY DEPARTED QUICKLY FROM THE TOMB WITH

FEAR AND GREAT JOY, AND RAN TO TELL HIS
DISCIPLES. 9 AND BEHOLD, JESUS MET THEM AND
SAID,

“GREETINGS!” AND

THEY CAME UP AND TOOK

HOLD OF HIS FEET AND WORSHIPED HIM. 10 THEN
JESUS SAID TO THEM, “DO NOT BE AFRAID; GO AND

TELL MY BROTHERS TO GO TO GALILEE, AND THERE
THEY WILL SEE ME.” 11 ¶ WHILE THEY WERE GOING,
BEHOLD, SOME OF THE GUARD WENT INTO THE CITY
AND TOLD THE CHIEF PRIESTS ALL THAT HAD TAKEN
PLACE.” (MT 28:1-11 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE LIVING WORD OF
GOD
THANK YOU FATHER FOR GIVING
YOUR SON AND HIS VICTORY OVER
SIN AND DEATH FOR US!
AMEN
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Many do not believe in the resurrection of Jesus. During today’s sermon we
are going to see that the death and resurrection really happened. We do not
need to doubt.
We are also going to think about what it means to us in our daily lives and for
eternity.

William Lane Craig – “Without the belief in the
resurrection the Christian faith could not have come
into being. The disciples would have remained
crushed and defeated men. Even had they continued
to remember Jesus as their beloved teacher, his
crucifixion would have forever silenced any hopes of
his being the Messiah. The cross would have remained
the sad and shameful end of his career. The origin of
Christianity therefore hinges on the belief of the early
disciples that God had raised Jesus from the dead"
(The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict Evidence I and II – Fully Updated in One Volume to Answer
Questions Challenging Christians in the 21st Century page 204)
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Dr. Norman Geisler puts it, “If Christ did not rise in the same physical body that was
placed in the tomb, then the resurrection loses its value as an evidential proof of
his claim to be God (John 8:58; 10:30). The resurrection cannot verify Jesus’ claim to
be God unless he was resurrected in the body in which she was crucified. That body
was a literal physical body. Unless Jesus rose in the material body, there is no way
to verify his resurrection. It loses its historically persuasive value.” (Id. page 204)
The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is fundamental to Christianity. If Jesus did not
rise from the dead, our faith is vain and useless. Our hope would be no better than
any of the other worldly religions.
Is there historical proof that Jesus indeed lived, died and was resurrected?

The meaning of the resurrection is the
theological matter, but the fact of the
resurrection is a historical matter; the
nature of the resurrection body of Jesus
may be a mystery, but the fact that the
body disappeared from the tomb is a
matter to be decided upon by historical
evidence" (id. "page 211 quoting Wilbur Smith)
"
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In other words, the fact is that there is historical proof that Jesus lived at the time
that the Bible says he did. There is also historical proof that he did indeed rise from
the dead.
It’s also important to keep in mind that at the time Jesus lived with his disciples and
the people around him that they could not imagine a human being dying and then
resurrected to glory. This was a young man about 30 years old who claimed that he
was God, that he would die and be resurrected. For people living in his time, this was
an outrageous and unbelievable statement. Even when he talked about his death and
resurrection, the disciples did not really understand.
I will simply give an overview of some of the historical evidence which you can read
about yourself which shows that Jesus lived, died and was resurrected as per the
Word of God.
For example, Ignatius who lived around A.D. 50–115, bishop of Antioch, native of
Syria and pupil of the apostle John is said to have been thrown to the wild beast in
the Coliseum at Rome.

He said the following about Jesus, “He was crucified and died under Pontius Pilate. He
really, and not merely in appearance, was crucified, and died, in the sight of beings in
heaven, and on earth, and under the earth.
.... He also rose again in three days on the day of the preparation, then, at the third
hour, he received a sentence from Pilate, the Father permitting that to happen; at the
sixth hour he was crucified; at the ninth hour gave up the ghost; and before sunset he
was buried.
During the Sabbath he continued under the earth in the tomb of which Joseph of
Arimathea had laid him. He was carried in the womb, even as we are; and was in
reality nourished with milk, and partook of common meat and drink, even as we do.
And when he had lived among men for 30 years, he was baptized by John, really and
not in appearance; and when he had preached the gospel three years, and did signs
and wonders; he who himself was the Judge was judged by the Jews, falsely so called,
and by Pilate the governor; was scourged, was smitten on the cheek, was spit upon;
he wore a crown of thorns and a purple robe; he was condemned: he was crucified in
reality, not in appearance, not in imagination, not in deceit. He really did die and was
buried, and rose again from the dead. (id. P 211-212)
There are a number of other historical sources outside the Bible which I will not
quote. Notably Justin Martyr, philosopher, martyr and apologist who lived around
100 to 165 AD.
Tertullian of Carthage North Africa (Tunisia) who lived around 162 -220 A.D.
Josephus, Jewish historian who lived at the end of the first century A.D. Josephus was
a Jew writing to please the Romans. He acknowledged Jesus’ life, death and
resurrection.
Furthermore, the enemies of Christ did not deny his resurrection. The Jews never
denied it. They were silent. If they had proof that Jesus was not alive, they would
have brought it forward to deny the truth of Christianity.
So many people saw Jesus alive after his crucifixion.

PEOPLE WHO SAW JESUS AFTER HIS
RESURRECTION
1. MARY MAGDELENE - MARK 16:19, JOHN 20:14
2. THE WOMEN RETURNING
MATTHEW 28:9-10

FROM THE

3. PETER LATER IN THE
CORINTHIANS 15:5

- LUKE 24:34; 1

4. THE EMMAUS
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DISCIPLES

TOMB -

– LUKE 24:13-33
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5. THE APOSTLES WITHOUT THOMAS – LUKE
24:36-43, JOHN 20:19- 24
6. THE APOSTLES WITH THOMAS PRESENT JOHN 20:26-29
7. A MULTITUDE OF 500+ BELIEVERS ON THE
GALILEAN MOUNTAIN - 1 CORINTHIANS 15:6
8. PAUL IN
23:11

THE

TEMPLE -

ACTS

22:17 -21;

9. JOHN ON THE ISLE OF PATMOS - REVELATION
1:10-19 (AND THERE ARE MORE)
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There are so many proofs of Jesus' life, death and resurrection that we can be
assured that he is alive today. He is risen! He is well and alive! If someone challenges
us and says that the death and resurrection of Jesus are just the myth, we can
certainly ask them to prove where they get their sources. The onus of proof is really
on them.

WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE THAT
JESUS IS ALIVE?
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That Jesus is alive and makes an enormous difference.
When Jesus arose from the dead, he changed humanity. God the Father reconciled
the whole world to himself in Jesus as we read in the 2 Corinthians 5:11-21.
Humanity is no longer condemned because of Christ's sacrifice on the cross.
The apostle Paul was very bold in proclaiming this fact. “First of all, then, I urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,”
(1Ti 2:1 ESV)
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,” (Tit 2:11
ESV)
God's desire is that no one should perish but come to repentance, as we read in the
epistle of Peter.

When we read the Bible, we read about awesome changes in the lives of people after
the resurrection. We read about the apostles who were slow in understanding and
filled with fear prior to the resurrection. They became transformed men after the

resurrection. They boldly proclaimed that Jesus the Christ was alive. He had risen
from the dead!
If we took out every verse in the Bible that talks about Jesus resurrection and his
present life, great chunks of the Bible would simply not exist.
Because Jesus is alive, Christianity is still alive to this day. The promises is that God’s
reign will never end! In our age, nobody can stop the church of Jesus Christ from
growing where he wants it to grow.

Only Christianity talks about the empty tomb and a living Saviour.
There's no such thing in Buddhism. When Buddha died, nothing of him remained.
Mohammed, the prophet of Islam died on June 8, 1632 A.D. at the age of 61 at
Medina. His tomb is visited annually by literally thousands of devout Muslims. They
know he's dead and that he has not come up from the dust of the earth.
The Jews are still waiting for the Messiah to come. Abraham, the father of Judaism
died about 1900 BC. It was never claim that he was resurrected.

Only Christianity has a living Saviour.
I know for a fact that he is alive because he has made tremendous changes in my life.
I cannot deny that I'm a sinner saved by Jesus Christ. When I look back, I did terrible
things in my life. Prior to reading God's word, I basically lived as a pagan. I knew God
existed but he was not foremost in my life. Looking back now, I see his hand where he
offered his protection in his grace towards a sinner like me.
Later on when I came to read the Bible. I read it with the false understanding that the
law and its observance was the most important. I did not understand that the central
figure in the Bible was Jesus sent forth by the Father to this earth to save me. I did
not understand that he did not come to condemn me or anyone else. Trying to live
by the law, I did horrible things. I know hurt many people and primarily people in my
one family. Trying to live by the law was difficult. Some of the results were not good
and in fact were very harmful. For example, when we began to attend a particular
church, we were told that our children are to be obedient and we needed to break
their character. It is but by God's grace that our children have grown to be the
persons that they are. Thinking I was doing God's will, I regret but have to face the
truth that became abusive. The exercise of the law was more important than love.
We have a good relationship now, by God's grace, but still there are consequences

that are left. All of our children believe God but it has left them with some confusion
because as they were growing up, I pointed them to the law rather than to Jesus. I
know I am forgiven. I know that God loves our children and their families. God has
reconciled them to himself although some do not know it fully yet.
Because I read the Bible to the prism of the law, I did not understand as I do now
what it meant to love my wife.
My wife and I faced many struggled. In spite of it all and because of God we love then
were committed to one another.
At the time, we did not understand why we were having all of these challenges and
problems. It was because we were trying to live by the law rather than being led by
the Holy Spirit in Christ. I always perceive my wife to be a gift to me from the Eternal.
I admire your courage for having stuck it out for all those difficult years.
I'm humbled by God's grace towards me and the love he has for me and for all of us
in having given his Son so that we can have real life, abundant life in so many ways
now and a super, super abundant life in eternity when he establishes the fullness of
his kingdom.

Praise be to the living Jesus Christ for having rescued us from this darkness.
There are so many things that we can talk about where lives have been transformed
dramatically. I can think of brothers and sisters sitting in this room who have been
rescued from incredible darkness just as I have been. I have seen your life
transformed. The process is continuing for all of us. It is called sanctification. Jesus
is our sanctification.
Recently I was reading from "CHRISTIAN DIRECTION TRANSFORMING URBAN
COMMUNITIES" whose president is Mr. Glenn Smith. He lives in Montreal. Christian
Direction helps people in the country of Haiti. What I find inspiring is that In the last
30 years, his colleagues have build a network of Christians in the marketplace across
Québec. There are over 40 groups of business and professional people who meet
over breakfast or lunch, looking at how to relate their faith in the crucified Christ to
the challenges of work. He recounts the following:

"Two weeks ago when a participant told me a wonderful story
from her group. Linda (not her real name) invited her Muslim
colleagues to her study, who recently arrived in the Montréal
office. She has been experiencing real personal and family
trauma and Linda has been caring for her. She started to attend
the Bible study but finally concluded, "to believe that God as
Father had a son... That is too much!" She did not continue after
a couple of visits. But the group was praying for her and Linda
continued to faithfully befriend her. Suddenly she asked Linda to
really pray for her son, "you're Jesus is running after me, you
know. It's funny!" Linda responded, "if he wasn't alive, he
wouldn't be running after you, would He?".
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In the days that followed Jesus reveals
himself in a dream (which often happens in
ministry with Muslims) and she prayed the
prayer Linda had written for her. The next
day, in tears, she announced, "Linda, he is
my Saviour. It's true. He is alive. Is that what
Christians mean when they talk about the
new birth? I guess that makes us sisters!”
(from Christian Directions March 2018 Issue)
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Recently say a movie called I CAN ONLY IMAGINE. It is the real story of Bart Millard,
singer in a Christian musical band, called MeryMe.
“April 22, 2014 Fox News MercyMe lead singer Bart Millard opened up Tuesday
about his abusive father and how faith saved his family. Millard said his father was
abusive until he became a Christian. "I lived with my father, who was abusive, and it
wasn't until he came out with cancer my freshman year of high school that his life
turned around," Millard told Fox News' Lauren Green. "He kind of fell in love with
Christ and he went from the monster to the guy I wanted to be like when I grew up."
In the latest MercyMe album "Welcome to the New," Millard penned the deeply
personal "Dear Younger Me" as a way to tell victims of abuse it isn't their fault and
things can get better. He says after his father found God, (would have been better to
say that God had found him – the truth of what really happened) their relationship
was transformed. "He passed away my freshman year in college, but there was about
five years where we were best friends," Millard said. "The transformation was
unbelievable." The Grammy-nominated band has been making music that celebrates
their Christian faith for two decades. MercyMe is maybe best known for their song "I
Can Only Imagine," which has been downloaded nearly two million times. But the
band says they weren't so sure the song was a hit. "'I Can Only Imagine,' our first big

single that kind of put us on the map, that sat on one of our independent records for
eight months before we ever played it live because we didn't think it was really that
good of a song," said guitarist Michael Scheuchzar.
The changed life of David Wood: ( excerpts from
https://apologetics315.com/2013/09/david-wood-interview-transcript/)
David is a former atheist who converted to Christianity after examining the evidence
for the resurrection of Jesus. As well as being a teaching fellow in philosophy, David
directs Acts 17 Apologetics ministries defending the Christian faith against atheistic
and Islamic objections. In this interview I will be asking David more about his
testimony, his insights into Islam and his advice for Christians doing Islamic Studies
and apologetics.
Well as far as becoming a Christian, it’s actually a pretty long story. I am going to put
out a video on it here maybe in a month or so. It is actually kind of long and bloody.
Comment: This guy was a sociopath meaning that he had no connection with his
feelings or feelings of others. He was brutal. He tried to kill his dad with a hammer.
He hit him on the head several times. He left him for dead. His father lived. He was
first sent to a psychiatric hospital and then to prison. His jailmate happened to be a
devout Christian. God used that man to get to change David wood. You can see the
interview at which is only 6:36 min long
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kS8aUSygJM0. The longer interview can be seen
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkeHRu6wLkg (1:04 in length). The basic idea
is I grew up as an atheist. I don’t remember ever believing in God when I was young.
The short version would be one day I messed with the wrong Christian and I had
gotten used to bullying Christians – not in a physical sense of bullying them, but
bullying them intellectually and raising all these objections to Christianity and almost
every Christian I had ever run into just backed down immediately. Just saying “Hey
you know – you just have to know it in your heart” and I would say “I don’t know it in
my heart.” And they would say, “Oh. You know you just have to believe” and I thought
that that was ridiculous and one day I started messing with a Christian and this guy
just tore me to pieces and I didn’t know what was happening. |I thought I was
smarter than him and here he was just ripping me to shreds.
So he actually made me want to study Christianity more to win the argument against
him and so I went and understood even back then that Christianity stands or falls
with the resurrection of Jesus. So I went right after that and I tried to refute the
resurrection. Now the problem is that I am not hyper-skeptical. I am a bit skeptical by
nature but I am not hyper-skeptical where no amount of evidence is going to
convince me of something that I disagree with and I think lots of people who are the
champions in the atheist community are like that. It doesn’t really matter what the
evidence is, it is not going to convince them. But I wasn’t like that.
So when I actually started studying the resurrection, I thought I was going to find
absolute nonsense, no historical evidence, everything Christians are saying is wrong

and I found out well there is a ton of evidence that Jesus died by Crucifixion and there
is a ton of evidence that He was alive again after He died and so here all the evidence
I have tells me this guy died and all the evidence I have tells me this guy was alive
again after He died. That sounds like a miracle and well if I am going to have anyone
tell me about God, it would be the One who rose from the dead. Certainly a lot more
to it than that, but it’s a rough sketch of how I became a Christian.

God changes lives some more dramatically than others. He is alive. He has changed
and continues to change ours!
We all have our stories. Would anyone like to take a few minutes to share yours?
Let us pray!

