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A Glimpse Into the Life of the Perfect Child

“41 ¶ NOW HIS PARENTS WENT TO
JERUSALEM EVERY YEAR AT THE FEAST
OF THE PASSOVER. 42 AND WHEN HE
WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, THEY WENT
UP ACCORDING TO CUSTOM. 43 AND
WHEN THE FEAST WAS ENDED, AS THEY
WERE RETURNING, THE BOY JESUS
STAYED BEHIND IN JERUSALEM. HIS
PARENTS DID NOT KNOW IT,
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BUT SUPPOSING HIM TO BE IN THE GROUP THEY
WENT A DAY’S JOURNEY, BUT THEN THEY BEGAN TO
SEARCH FOR HIM AMONG THEIR RELATIVES AND
ACQUAINTANCES, 45 AND WHEN THEY DID NOT FIND
HIM, THEY RETURNED TO JERUSALEM, SEARCHING
FOR HIM. 46 AFTER THREE DAYS THEY FOUND HIM
IN THE TEMPLE, SITTING AMONG THE TEACHERS,
LISTENING TO THEM AND ASKING THEM QUESTIONS.
47 AND ALL WHO HEARD HIM WERE AMAZED AT HIS
UNDERSTANDING AND HIS ANSWERS.
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48 And when his parents saw him, they were
astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son,
why have you treated us so? Behold, your
father and I have been searching for you in
great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why
were you looking for me? Did you not know
that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 And
they did not understand the saying that he
spoke to them.
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51 And he went down with them and
came to Nazareth and was submissive to
them. And his mother treasured up all
these things in her heart.” “And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in stature and
in favor with God and man.” (Lu 2:41-52
ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING GOD.
THANK YOU JESUS FOR BEING OBEDIENT TO
GOD THE FATHER AND TO YOUR EARTHLY
PARENTS FOR US.
AMEN
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I personally have never heard a sermon given on this particular section of Scripture nor
have I given a sermon in the past on this passage.
Probably, I just skimmed over this passage of scripture not thinking too deeply about it.

Today, we will stop and think about what this passage says, guided by the Holy Spirit.
We are growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ so I am sure that
there is still much more to learn about this passage.
It is interesting to note that Mary and Joseph went to Jerusalem every year at the feast
of Passover. From Nazareth, it was about a three-day journey. Because they were such
a long distance from Jerusalem, they were expected to go to one of three feasts every
year notably Passover, Pentecost or the feasts of Tabernacles.

That they made this yearly pilgrimage shows that Joseph and Mary were devout. Going
to the feast every year, we can safely assume they would teach their children about its
meaning. They would teach their children about the centrality of the Old Covenant/Old
Testament - 10 Commandments. They would teach how God miraculously liberated

Israel from slavery.
Men were required to attend, but women were not (m. Hagigah 1.1), so Mary’s going
shows the depth of the family’s piety. Bock, Darrell L.. Luke: The NIV Application
Commentary from Biblical Text to Contemporary Life (p. 100). Zondervan. Kindle
Edition.
As we begin looking deeper at this passage, let us begin by considering the 5 th
commandment.

““Honor your father and your mother, that your
days may be long in the land that the LORD
your God is giving you.” (Ex 20:12 ESV)
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“12 years old” would have been about one year before Jesus officially became an
adult Israelite and accepted responsibility for fulfilling the law. (The IVP BIBLE
BACKGROUND COMMENTARY, New Testament, second edition by Craig S Keener.
Page 186).

It was a custom in those days that religious leaders would spend time with children and
others asking questions and being asked questions.
Jesus impressed them greatly as they were amazed at his understanding and his
answers.
There was something very unique about Jesus that made him stand out among all the
others. When I imagine this event, I can imagine what Jesus would have looked like by
thinking of our youngest grandson who is 11 years old. He will be 12 in August of next
year. Jesus looked like an ordinary 12-year-old boy. Physically speaking, there was
nothing to distinguish him from other boys his age.
We don’t know very much about Jesus early childhood except that he had to flee to
Egypt to avoid the wrath of the ruler reigning at that time. The Bible does not tell us

exactly how old Jesus was when he came to live in Nazareth of Galilee with his parents.
Jesus obviously knew the 10 Commandments. At that age, he understood who he was.
He obviously also understood what the introduction to the 10 Commandments said.
(Next slide)

“1 ¶ And God spoke all these words, saying,
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other
gods before me.” (Ex 20:1-3 ESV)
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These are very important commandments. None of the commandments negate one
another for they are all anchored in commandment number one.
Jesus did not disobey his parents by staying behind at the temple.

Jesus corrected the people of his day for placing their own tradition before the
commandments of God. They followed their own tradition to negate the 5 th
commandment.
We see it in Mark 7:9-13. “9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting
the commandment of God in order to establish your tradition! 10 For Moses said,
‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must
surely die.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, Whatever you
would have gained from me is Corban’ (that is, given to God)— 12 then you no
longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, 13 thus making void the
word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And many such things
you do.”” (Mr 7:9-13 ESV)
This is not what Jesus did. Jesus did not violate the 5th commandment. After his

parents found him at the temple, "Jesus went down with them and came to Nazareth
and was submissive to them".
Jesus did not abandon his parents. He perfectly obeyed the first and the fifth
commandment. We know from other parts of Scripture that Jesus came to the earth to
do the Father's will. He never deviated from this commitment even at a young age.
Were Mary and Joseph perfect parents?
We can assume that they were committed parents. Were they perfect in every way?
Probably not. They were humans with their flaws. For example, even if told who Jesus
was – the Son of God incarnate in the flesh, they did not always understand. When
Jesus stayed back in Jerusalem, they were understandingly very upset and concerned.
Mary and Joseph did not understand what Jesus told them (vs. 50-51). Because of the
revelation that she had received from God, although she did not understand, Mary
treasured up all these things in her heart. She knew that her son was different from all
other boys. His relationship with both God and man was perfect. As he grew older, he
increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with both God and man. (vs. 52).

(Next slide)

ANXIOUS PARENTS
• “AND

WHEN HIS PARENTS
SAW HIM, THEY WERE
ASTONISHED. AND HIS
MOTHER SAID TO HIM,
“SON, WHY HAVE YOU
TREATED US SO? BEHOLD,
YOUR FATHER AND I HAVE
BEEN SEARCHING FOR YOU
IN GREAT DISTRESS.”” (LU

2:48 ESV)
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For those of us who are parents, we can identify with the feelings and reactions of
Mary and Joseph. Although fathers have intense feelings when their children are or
might be in trouble, mothers usually have more intense feelings and reactions.
That word for distress in the original language (odunao - od-oo-nah’-o) means 1) to
cause intense pain
2) to be in anguish, be tormented 3) to torment or distress one’s self. (Strong's
Concordance).
When our daughter was about eight or nine years old, we went on an excursion in
Fundy National Park with a group of parents and teenagers. This was a very forested
area, very large in surface. Along with our daughter, we had invited two of her friends.
Being children, they walked in front of us. There was a fork in the road. They took one
side and the rest of the group chose the other side of the fork. We assumed that they
were with some other adults. When we returned from our walk, we realize that our
daughter and her two friends were not there. They were missing.
Panic set in. When my wife recounts the story, she can still experiences some of the
feelings that she felt at that time, the memory still being so vivid in her mind. When

describing what she thought, what she felt both emotionally and physically, she says
that everything inside her felt like Jell-O and mushy from the anxiety she felt.
Everything inside her was shaking. She imagined the worst and rightly so. The thoughts
that came to her mind was that these three girls would spend the night in the woods
without any proper clothing, without food and water and without blankets. She also
feared for the wild animals that might attack our children such as bears, etc...
Thankfully, while the other two girls wanted to take a shortcut across the woods and
not stay on the path, our daughter listen to what her mom had said not to leave the
path, whatever happened.
Thankfully, all three of them were found shortly thereafter by friends who were with us.
When we saw our daughter, there were both feelings of anger and feelings of joy. There
was a conflicting feeling of wanting to scold her and the desire to hug her.
In the end, we were so thankful that God answered my wife's fervent prayer that they
would not become lost!
This is a good memory that can laugh at now, but it was very dramatic at the time.
Mothers have a tendency to express more intense feelings of concerns and worries
when situations like these happen.
This was so with Mary. Eugene Peterson in the message Bible captures what happened
very well. “But his parents were not impressed; they were upset and hurt. His mother
said, "Young man, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been half out
of our minds looking for you."” (Lu 2:48 Message)
Mary and Joseph simply did not understand what was going on in Jesus’ mind at the
time.
They did not understand that Jesus was not rejecting them but doing the heavenly
Father's will.
Jesus was the son of his parents - both of his biological mother and adoptive father and
of his heavenly Father. Jesus obeyed the 5th commandment. He went home and
submitted to his earthly parents. He did it perfectly.
The commandment to obey parents continues to be part the New Testament.
“Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.” (Col 3:20 ESV)

“1 ¶ Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father
and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well
with you and that you may live long in the land.”” (Eph 6:1-3 ESV)
None of us are or were perfect children. We all sinned and transgressed this godly
commandment.
(Next slide)

• IN

THIS SENSE

JESUS CHRIST

IS THE ONLY ONE

WHO HAS FULFILLED THIS COMMAND TOO.
HE HAS DONE IT FOR OUR JUSTIFICATION

AND
– HE,

THE OBEDIENT SON OF THE TRUE HEAVENLY

FATHER, AND THEREFORE THE OBEDIENT SON OF
HIS TRUE EARTHLY PARENTS.

(KARL BARTH, CHURCH
DOGMATICS, VOLUME III.4 – THE DOCTRINE OF CREATION PAGE 258)
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In Matthew 5:17, we read the following, ““Do not think that I have come to abolish
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Mt
5:17 ESV)

We need to realize that in the fullness of the kingdom of God, the parent-child
relationship among human beings will not exist anymore. Our relationship of sons and
daughters will be with God the Father. God’s plans for us is that we become his
adopted children united to him in Jesus for all eternity.
In the same way, the Bible tells us human marriages will be a thing of the past. We are
destined to be the bride of Christ.
In this earthly life, as we imitated Jesus, there are many challenges that Christians face
in our relationship to God. (next slide)

• ““IF

ANYONE COMES TO ME AND DOES NOT

HATE HIS OWN FATHER AND MOTHER AND WIFE
AND CHILDREN AND BROTHERS AND SISTERS,
YES, AND EVEN HIS OWN LIFE, HE CANNOT BE
MY DISCIPLE.”
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Is God actually commanding us to hate our father, mother, wife, children, brothers,
sisters, and life?
No!

"Hating" is a semitic expression for loving less. “Taken from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2008 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.”

Because our human relationship with the Father has been broken although restored
through Jesus Christ, we still do not see the complete fulfilment of it when there will
be no sins touching and affecting our lives in the fullness of the kingdom.
In the meantime, we live in God's grace doing our best to imitate Jesus and to honour
our parents. This commandment to honour both our father and our mother is a
command that never ends in our human lifetime.
The Holy Spirit lives in us producing his fruit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; (Gal 5:22-23). In this earthly life, we

grow in the manifestation of this fruit. It will become fully manifested in us at the
physical resurrection of our bodies at the last day. During our physical life on earth, the
manifestation of this fruit of the Holy Spirit is not yet perfect. That is why we need
God's grace all the time which is found in Jesus.
All of us have experienced imperfect parents, some more than others. We have been
imprinted by them. From that relationship, we can still experience problems, joys and
sorrows. All of us have good memories of the relationship with our parents and all of us
have unpleasant memories which still mark us. Some of us, if not all of us still carry
scars that still effect our present-day relationships whether in our marriages, in our
relationship with our children or grandchildren as well as other relationships.
We have all heard stories of people battling with their past, trying to make sense of us,
trying to understand it and trying to get past it.
When we are born in this world, we suffered the consequences of the broken
relationship between humanity and God. We are broken within ourselves. Only God can
heal our hearts and our hurts completely.
On this earth, we all carry the marks of the power of sin. It may be evidence in our
feeling of inadequacies, shyness, timidity, loneliness, lack of ideal connectedness with
others, our touchiness when others tell us things that we don't like or perceived to be
true, our tendency to quarrel, to envy, to trust in idols, not seeing ourselves as God
sees us, and the list goes on.
Jesus, taking our own broken humanity in the incarnation, has broken the curse of our
first parents, Adam and Eve. He has restored in himself our relationship with God the
Father through the will of God the Father, through the will of God. Again the full reality
of this enormous miracle will be seen at the resurrection when we see Jesus face-toface.
Jesus was and is the perfect child of both our heavenly Father and of his human
parents.
As we look at the life of Jesus, he understood perfectly who his heavenly Father was
and is. “I am the LORD your God, (Exodus 20:2). Jesus was the ideal human being in
every way. He was perfectly balanced and healthy.
We can thank Jesus that in all part of his life he rectified, healed and put right every
broken relationship. By believing in him, by faith and trust in his faithfulness, we will
experience the fullness of that reality when we are made perfect, faultless and flawless
at the resurrection of our bodies to be with him forever.

So why this short passage of Scripture describing an event in the life of Jesus' early
childhood?
It is to show us that from his birth to his death on the cross, Jesus redeemed everything
for us. God's desire is that, under grace, we follow in his footsteps and imitate him in
this life loving God first, loving our families and loving people.
When Jesus was asked about which was the great commandment in the law, the
following is what he said:
37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first
commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”” (Mt 22:37-40
ESV)
Jesus lived by these two commandments perfectly for us thus redeeming us from the
curse of the law which is sin and death. He lived by the 2 great commandment during
all his lifetime. He lived it as a child.

As we look at the end of the physical life of Jesus on this earth, his contemporary
rejected him, did not recognize who he was and at the end put him to death. In the face
of human opposition, he accepted all the consequences of our sinfulness to reconciled
humanity to God!

Praise be to God!
Let us pray
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