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“14 ¶ KING HEROD HEARD OF IT, FOR
JESUS’ NAME HAD BECOME KNOWN.
SOME SAID, “JOHN THE BAPTIST HAS
BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD. THAT IS
WHY THESE MIRACULOUS POWERS ARE
AT WORK IN HIM.” 15 BUT OTHERS

SAID, “HE IS ELIJAH.” AND OTHERS
SAID, “HE IS A PROPHET, LIKE ONE OF
THE PROPHETS OF OLD.” 16 BUT WHEN
HEROD HEARD OF IT, HE SAID, “JOHN,
WHOM I BEHEADED, HAS BEEN RAISED.”
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17 FOR IT WAS HEROD WHO HAD SENT AND SEIZED
JOHN AND BOUND HIM IN PRISON FOR THE SAKE OF
HERODIAS, HIS BROTHER PHILIP’S WIFE, BECAUSE HE
HAD MARRIED HER. 18 FOR JOHN HAD BEEN SAYING
TO HEROD, “IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR YOU TO HAVE
YOUR BROTHER’S WIFE.” 19 AND HERODIAS HAD A
GRUDGE AGAINST HIM AND WANTED TO PUT HIM TO
DEATH. BUT SHE COULD NOT, 20 FOR HEROD FEARED
JOHN, KNOWING THAT HE WAS A RIGHTEOUS AND
HOLY MAN, AND HE KEPT HIM SAFE. WHEN HE HEARD
HIM, HE WAS GREATLY PERPLEXED, AND YET HE
HEARD HIM GLADLY.
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21 But an opportunity came when Herod on
his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles
and military commanders and the leading
men of Galilee. 22 For when Herodias’s
daughter came in and danced, she pleased
Herod and his guests. And the king said to
the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish,
and I will give it to you.” 23 And he vowed
to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give
you, up to half of my kingdom.”
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24 And she went out and said to her mother,
“For what should I ask?” And she said, “The
head of John the Baptist.” 25 And she came
in immediately with haste to the king and
asked, saying, “I want you to give me at
once the head of John the Baptist on a
platter.” 26 And the king was exceedingly
sorry, but because of his oaths and his
guests he did not want to break his word to
her.
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27 And immediately the king sent an
executioner with orders to bring
John’s head. He went and beheaded
him in the prison 28 and brought his
head on a platter and gave it to the
girl, and the girl gave it to her mother.
29 When his disciples heard of it, they
came and took his body and laid it in a
tomb.” (Mr 6:14-29 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE
LIVING GOD.
THANK YOU THAT YOU ARE THE
TRUTH AND YOUR WORD IS TRUTH

AMEN

Participating with Jesus

7

During today's sermon, we are going to consider the cost of following Jesus and of
obeying God.
Mark's recounting of the death of John the Baptist is sandwiched between Jesus
sending out the 12 apostles on a mission. They were instructed to go out and to take
with them nothing for their journey except the staff – no bread, no bag, no money in
their belts – but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. He send them out two by
two and give them authority over the unclean spirits.
This was very early on in Jesus ministry. They had no particular training in doing
evangelism. Yet they went out and preached/proclaimed that people should repent.
Accompanied by their proclaiming of Jesus instructions to them, were great miracles
as they cast out many demons. Many people were healed as they were anointed with
oil as per Old Testament customs and as per the instructions James gave in his epistle
(James 5:14-15).

Following the recounting of the death of John the Baptist, Mark writes about the
apostles’ return to Jesus. They told Jesus all they had done and taught to people.

Afterwards Jesus and the disciples went to a desolate place to rest awhile. They were
followed by a huge crowd. The crowd being hungry, Jesus fed them all.
Going back to the death of John the Baptist, we read that Jesus was becoming more
known in the area. Herod had a very guilty conscience and hearing about Jesus, he
thought Jesus was John the Baptist raised from the dead.
Others had other opinions. Some thoughts that he was Elijah. Other thought that
Jesus was a prophet like one of the prophets of old.
Herod was not convinced by the opinion of others. He was sure that Jesus was John
the Baptist raised from the dead.
John the Baptist was a very courageous man. He had told Herod that his marriage to
his brother Philip's wife was not lawful. Herodias, the name of his brother's wife, was
not very pleased with such a message. She convinced Herod to put John the Baptist in
jail. However, her heart did not become at peace with what her husband had done to
John the Baptist. She held a great grudge against John the Baptist and in her heart,
she wanted him dead. The New Living Translation tells us that Herodias was
enraged and wanted John killed in revenge, but without Herod's approval, she was
powerless.
Now Herod had a profound respect for John. The Bible tells us that he feared him
because he knew that John the Baptist was a righteous and holy man. Herod kept him
safe.
When John the Baptist spoke to him, he was greatly perplexed and disturbed. He
realized there was something special about John the Baptist and he listened to him.
Herodias fed her feelings of rage, revenge, resentment and hate. She was looking for
an opportune time to have John the Baptist killed. On his birthday, Herod gave a
party for his palace aids, army officers and the leading citizens of Galilee. Herodias’
daughter was the main performer. She danced a dance that greatly please all of them.
Herod then made a promise that he would give her anything she asked for including
up to half of his kingdom.
Not wanting to lose face in front of his guests, Herod responded to his wife's indirect
demand for the beheading of John the Baptist. Herod, who had protected John the
Baptist up to now and gave in to Herodias evil plan. He wanted to say face and he
had him brutally killed.

WHAT HAPPENED TO JOHN THE BAPTIST
FORESHADOWS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO
JESUS
• 1 – BOTH JOHN THE BAPTIST AND JESUS WERE HANDED OVER OR DELIVERED
INTO THE HANDS OF ANOTHER (1:14; 3:19; 9:31; 10:33).
• 2 – BOTH SENTENCED TO DEATH BY RELUCTANT POLITICAL RULERS FUELLED
.
BY HOSTILE LEADERS
(4:12; 15:1–2; 11).
• 3 – HOSTILE LEADERS CARRIED OUT THEIR EVIL DESIGNS SEIZING AN
OPPORTUNITY TO BETRAY (MARK 2:11 )
• 4 – HEROD WAS CAUGHT OFF-GUARD BY THE RESPONSE TO HIS RECKLESS
OFFER (6:23–26); PILATE WAS SURPRISED BY THE CROWD'S RESPONSE WHEN
HE OFFERED TO RELEASE BARABBAS (15:6–15), A MURDERER AND A REBEL.
• 5 – BOTH INNOCENT, THEY DIED VERY VIOLENCE DEATHS
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The disciples' mission is sandwiched by the death of John the Baptist.
Preaching the gospel for the apostles and others is often times very dangerous. All
the 12 apostles, except for the apostle John, were also handed over to be killed by
those who rejected Jesus and his message.
The disciples’ success in preaching the message of repentance, healing the sick and
driving out demons did not stop the fact that some were threatened by the message
of the gospel and had them killed. When that message of the gospel was preached by
the apostles, their lives also became endangered. The power to do miracles does not
grant them immunity from suffering and death. The world is filled with villainous
people in high and low places, who will try to rub out the messengers of God and
their disturbing message.
THE REVIEW OF the circumstances of John’s execution inserted into the account of
the disciples’ mission informs the meaning of the disciples’ mission. The gruesome
account of John’s undoing by a wicked queen and a feckless so-called king should
not be interpreted simply as an engaging digression. Mark’s use of the bracketing
technique elsewhere suggests that he wrapped the sending of the disciples off on

their mission around the death of John so that the two accounts would help
interpret one another.

This passage is not about how to do mission but about the character of the
disciples’ mission. Garland, David E.. Mark (The NIV Application Commentary
Book 2) (p. 247). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
The preaching of the gospel and the news of the kingdom of God is not well
accepted. It involves a lot of sacrifices. Because God is missional, God wants his
church today to participate in his mission or work. God is missional In the sense that
he did not send his Son Jesus to condemn the world but to save the world - all those
who would believe in him.
In North America, in Canada, we take many things for granted. We can meet in
freedom to worship God. Bibles are readily available. We do not have to fear for our
lives because we are followers of Jesus when we go to sleep at night.
In Canada, it seems that we minimize God's instructions to go out and make disciples.
It seems that we are hamstrung for fear of upsetting others. We keep this wonderful
news to ourselves even when we have a good relationship with others where we
could express our faith in Jesus and what he has done for us. We have been called to
make disciples in our generation as well and to participate in what Jesus is doing.
I would like to share with you real life situation of people going out to make disciples
at the risk of their lives. People who respond to the heart of God and have a profound
desire to see others coming to believe in Jesus to be given a new life by him and to be
transformed in his grace.

NEMRUT, AN IRAQI KURD
SIGNIFICANT FACTS ABOUT THE KURDS:
1 – THE KURDS ARE ONE OF THE LARGEST PEOPLE GROUPS IN THE WORLD WITHOUT THEIR OWN
COUNTRY.
2 – THEY NUMBER 35 MILLION IN THE MIDDLE EAST. APPROXIMATELY 95% OF THEM ARE MUSLIMS.
3 – SIGNIFICANT KURDISH POPULATION LIVE OUTSIDE THE MIDDLE EAST:
GERMANY:

530,000

FRANCE:

84,000

NETHERLANDS:

75,000

USA:

52,000
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What I will tell you about this man is taken from THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS,
Canada, July 2018 issue.
This man was an avid reader. When he was 17 years old, he devoured books. He was
always looking for something new to read. There were very few books in the Kurdish
language available in his dusty Iraqi town. One day, as he was looking for something
to read, he came across a Kurdish translation of the gospel of Luke in one of the local
bookstores. He was intrigued by it. When he asked about getting a copy, he was very
disappointed because the store owner had only one copy and he did not want to part
with it. Nemrut made a deal with the owner. He paid a fee to borrow the book. He
read until about 4 AM in the next morning.
He said, “This was the beginning of loving Jesus”.
Nemrut was a Muslim. He still had much to learn after having fallen in love with Jesus
by reading the Gospel of Luke. Even if he was born in a Muslim family, he felt more
loyalty towards his family and tribe than to religion.
He wanted to protect his homeland so he joined the Pesmerga forces, an armed
group that provided protection in the Kurdish region of Yurok.

Over the years, he witnessed his people go through very rough time. The Kurds were
treated very harshly by Saddam Hussein and his regime through the 1980s and into
1991.
At the end of the Gulf War, protection from the US helped the Kurds establish a semiautonomous region in northern Iraq. This area is known as Kurdistan.
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Nemrut, by reading the gospel of Luke once became a changed man. Even as a
soldier, he would often bring up the subject of Jesus with anyone who would listen.
He would not see another book of the gospel of Luke for another five years.
He was profoundly touched by the gospel. The Koran was teaching followers to hate
others, kill others and he did not like it, this article in the Voice of the Martyrs says.
He was known to love reading. Consequently, he was put in charge of his political
party’s bookstore. He then purchased the New Testament as soon as he could and
added it to the store’s inventory.
In less than one month, he read through the New Testament. He began with the first
gospel of Matthew. He took notes as he read.
When he read the gospel of Luke, he thought, “This is my old friend, Luke.” As he
read the New Testament, he noticed that the Bible talked about love 345 times in the
New Testament. He said, “I never saw anything about killing or hitting other
people,”

He devoted his time to learning about the New Testament. He tried his best to obey
what he learned. As a Muslim, he did not realize that he could become a Christian
himself. In fact, the article goes on that he did not know one single Christian. Over a
period of three years, he read through the New Testament several times.
He loaned others the New Testament. His personal instructions on the cover were,
“Read this carefully and intentionally. Keep it in purity, and then return it to me.”
Since he read the New Testament over a period of one month, he would loan it to
others for a period of two months.

In 2001, he finally met a Christian man who came to his city to distribute Bibles. He
asked this man if anyone could become a Christian. He told this man that he had read
the Bible, that he knew the Bible but he didn’t know if he could become a Christian..
Later, Nemrut discovered that he had become a Christian, one of Jesus’ disciples,
from the moment he had put his faith in him.
Nemrut continued to tell his friends about the love and freedom of Jesus in normal
conversations. As he did, many of them accepted Jesus. He began to have Bible
studies at his home every week. When the group grew to about 20 people, a local
mullah found out. The following Friday, the mullah made an announcement to those
attending his mosque, “Some people became Christians in our town because of
Nemrut. Anyone who drinks with them will become an infidel. If you drink water
from his house, you will become an infidel. You shouldn’t speak to them, you should
not greet them, and you should cut off all relations with them because they
became infidels”.
Believers then began to be persecuted. He recounts that parents started to beat their
sons and daughters because they had converted to Christianity. His relatives stopped
speaking to him. When they saw him in the street, they cursed him. His own sister
build a fence between their adjoining properties so Nemrut and his wife could no
longer access the bathroom they once shared.
His wife became afraid. “When this started, she wasn’t fully believing in the Lord,”
he explained. “During this time, she was often crying… Because of all the problems.
For me, it was clear that when I made this decision, I will surely face problems.”
Angry Muslims tried to attack him several times. One day, after morning prayers,
police stopped a mob of about 200 men who were heading toward his house. When
the head of the security told him about the thwarting and preventing the attack, he
warned him that the next time he may not be able to stop the attackers. “Why don’t
you stop reading the Bible and speaking to people?”, the officer suggested.

Some members of his Christian group were beaten by family members at home,
causing injuries that still troubled them today; and others ended up returning to Islam
because of the pressure. In spite of this, he also sees how God is using persecution to
strengthen believers. “The persecution… Made the believers more faithful and
increased their faith in the Lord.”
In 2001, after openly embracing Jesus, he left the Kurdish political party. He knew, as
a Christian, that he could not remain in the party. Leaving the party would cost him
his job. To provide for his family, he scrapped by as a freelance trader, carrying goods
in and out of the city on the Iraq Iran border. This job was a step down for him but it
let him to his next endeavour.
The government of Iran forbade three things from coming into their country:
• Weapons,
• Drugs
• Bibles.
He did not want to begin trafficking illegal goods. However, the word of God had so
transformed his life that he wanted to share it with others. Consequently, he bought
all 35 Farsi Bibles that were available at the Bible Society and boldly wrote his name
and phone number inside each book before sending them into Iran.

When those who had received the Bibles contacted him with questions, he invited
them to meet him in the border city where he lived. He taught them as much as he
could about Jesus, preparing them to go back to their own and share the gospel. The
new believers he taught would often return bringing others to learn about Jesus.
“My house became a centre for Kurdish people from the city and Kurdish people
from Iran,” he indicated.

He remembered what he went through when he became a Christian and how he was
persecuted. He warned the new believers that they may be beaten for following
Jesus, but it would be no more than what the Lord himself had experienced.
In addition to his Bible work, he also lead a small church in his hometown. In 2010, he
planted another church in a neighbouring city. Others soon became interested in
supporting his work and providing more Farsi Bibles. Over a span of 10 years, he sent
approximately 310,000 copies of the Bible into Iran until the Iranian government’s
surveillance stopped him in 2015.
When Isis invaded nearby Mosul in 2014 the region of Kurdistan became more

dangerous. Christians in his community face new difficulties. Strangers would often
appear in his yard trending the family to the point of him receiving personal threats
on a weekly basis.
Nemrut and his wife were deeply troubled. After praying about the situation, his wife
thought they needed to leave Kurdistan. “You cannot force them to accept Jesus,”
she expressed to her husband. He agreed. Yet, as they kept on praying, by the
following morning they realize their need to stay. Soon after making this decision, a
Kurdish church in Erbil asked him if he would take over as their pastor had chosen to
leave the country because of the current difficult situation. It was a tough decision
but he agreed to pastor the church. This move would also allow his family to live in a
safer place, out of the spotlight of their village.
He pastored the church for about three years, working hard to disciple believers who
would one day lead the church themselves.
When the time came for him to move on again, mature believers were able to take
over. Today, the Kurdish church in Erbil gathers for worship services every Friday, Bible
messages on Saturday and to participate in prayer meetings each Monday. Every
other Friday, Kurdish churches from the surrounding areas join them for worship. Life
is not easy for the Kurdish believers. While many more Muslim Kurds continue to turn
to Christ, the uncertain political situation and lack of jobs have forced many longtime
church members to leave the country.
The local government is unsure of how much freedom to give evangelicals, since they
are viewed as outsiders who do not conform to local traditional religious ideas.
Despite the challenges, Nemrut’s vision to reach the Kurdish people remains intact.
He continues to share the inspiring story of Jesus—the one who dramatically change
the trajectory of his life.

The international Bible study society in Kurdistan had a project to translate the Bible
in their language. The new translation of Luke was completed and printed in 1990,
coinciding with the end of the Golf war in early 1991. After the Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein crushed a Kurdish uprising in March 1991 a door opened for relief work
among Iraqi Kurds, and the newly printed gospel of Luke was widely distributed
during that time. One of these booklets made its way to Nemrut’s village bookstore.
The translation of the entire New Testament continued until its completion in 1998.
“Several believers learned passage by heart, and they really absorbed the message
of grace,” one of the translators reported.

On November 28, 2016, the translation of the Old Testament was also completed. It
was officially launched in 2017 in a ceremony in Erbil, Iraq.
What can we learn from the story of John the Baptist, the apostles and from Nemrut?

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE
MISSION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, THE
APOSTLES AND NEMRUT?
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For me, what stands out the most is that all of them love God.
None of them had any formal training in evangelism.
John the Baptist was called to prepare a way for Jesus. The apostles and Nemrut, led
by the Holy Spirit, had the missional heart of God and wanted others to come to
know Jesus. They all have and had different personalities. They all participated in
the work God was and is doing (Nemrut) in their lives.
All of them focused on presenting Jesus to others.
Nemrut simply shared his heart and introduce others to Jesus Christ.
Maybe we complicate things too much when we think of evangelism. Evangelism is
simply presenting Jesus to others while we ourselves do our best to live authentic
Christian lives in his grace.
Peter gave the early church wonderful instructions. He wrote, “‘15 but in your
hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 16 ¶ yet do it with
gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered,
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.’ (1Pe 3:15–16
ESV)
Let us pray for God to give us courage and the loving wisdom to introduce Jesus to
others fuelled by our personal loving relationship with him.
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