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SCRIPTURE READING
ISAIAH 42:1-9 (ESV)
““1 ¶ Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen,
in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon
him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He
will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard
in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break,
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will
faithfully bring forth justice.
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4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged
till he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his law. 5 ¶ Thus
says God, the LORD, who created the heavens
and stretched them out, who spread out the
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath
to the people on it and spirit to those who walk
in it:
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6 “I am the LORD; I have called you in
righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep
you; I will give you as a covenant for the people,
a light for the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are
blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
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8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I
give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 9
Behold, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare; before they spring
forth I tell you of them.”” (Isa 42:1-9 ESV)

...
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THESE ARE THE ENCOURAGING
WORD OF OUR LORD
THANK YOU GOD FOR THE PROMISE
OF RESTORING JUSTICE AND ORDER
TO THIS BROKEN AND SUFFERING
WORLD.
AMEN
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From: https://web-japan.org/

We know these words found in Isaiah refer to Jesus and his work on the earth.
Good news is always welcomed!
Here in Canada, because of the shorter days and the cold of winter, we are not
exposed to sunlight as much as we should.
Research tells us that 2% to 3% of Canadians suffer from SAD, Seasonal Affective
Disorder. Another 15% suffer from what is known “as winter blues”. (from
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2016).
About 70% of depressed people feel worse during the winter and better during the
summer. To meet the DSM-5 diagnostic criteria [2] for major depressive disorder with
seasonal pattern, depression should be present only at a specific time of year (e.g., in
the fall or winter) and full remission occurs at a characteristic time of year (e.g.,
spring). An individual should demonstrate at least 2 episodes of depressive
disturbance in the previous 2 years, and seasonal episodes should substantially
outnumber nonseasonal episodes. Patients with seasonal affective disorder are
more likely to report atypical symptoms, such as hypersomnia, increased appetite,
and a craving for carbohydrates. (from https://emedicine.medscape.com/)
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Exposure to light influences our mood and outlook. We cannot cause light to shine
but we can receive light. In fact, it is recommended during winter months that
Canadians spend more time outside to be exposed to the beneficial properties of
sunlight.
All human beings prefer sunny weather rather than gloomy and cloudy meteorological
conditions.
We all need to be exposed to God’s light. We cannot cause divine light. We can only
receive it. When God’s light shines on us, he changes our outlook towards the past,
present and future.
Most of the sermon today will be focused on the Scriptures that we read in Isaiah. We
will also focus briefly on the baptism of Jesus and why he was baptized.
SPS These God inspired Scriptures give us real hope. We know and believe Jesus is
the Truth, the Way, the Life and the Resurrection.
We also know that he is the light of the world.
In the next Scripture, let us look at what Jesus came to do when he came to the earth.
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From: slideshare.net

As we read John 1:18, it is clear that we need to put our human perception of God to
the side. Because of our sinfulness, our perception of God is distorted. Our perception
of God is inaccurate and faulty.
Jesus is the only one who can reveal who God the Father is because he lived in
eternity as a member of the Trinity _ the one God in 3 distinct persons – Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.
Only Jesus the man, God with us, knows what eternal life is. He's the only one who
knew and knows perfectly the character of God and his plan for humanity.
He is the only one who knows what it means , “God is Spirit”. Jesus told the woman at
the well, “God is spirit”. He must be worshipped spirit and in truth (John 4:24).
Only Jesus could reveal this. Jesus knows exactly what those words mean. When he
came to the earth, something new was added to his divinity, - humanity!
Let us consider Jesus baptism which is found in Matthew 3:13-17 and Mark 1:9-11.
(Next slide)
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Matt 3:13 ¶ Then Jesus
came from Galilee to the
Jordan to John, to be baptized
by him. 14 John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need
to be baptized by you, and do
you come to me?” 15 But
Jesus answered him, “Let it
be so now, for thus it is fitting
for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he
consented.
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From: https://twitter.com/laurelbaptis
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“16 And when Jesus was
baptized, immediately he
went up from the water, and
behold, the heavens were
opened to him, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and coming to
rest on him; 17 and behold,
a voice from heaven said,
“This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well
pleased.”” (Mt 3:16-17 ESV)
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https://www.gbceureka.org/

Jesus did not need to be baptized. He never sinned. He was baptized for all of us.
Through his baptism, God the Father identified and confirmed who Jesus is. He is
God’s eternally beloved Son.
Because he is God and man in his one person, he represents us totally at the heavenly
throne. He is our perfect High Priest.
When we are baptized, we are baptized into Christ. We accept that we have died with
Christ at the cross because of our sinfulness. We are given a new life because he lives!
All human beings start out in the same place: alienated from God. We pay no
attention to him, do not respect him, do not thank him, do not obey him. “All have
sinned,” Paul wrote, “and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 1:21; 3:23).
The result is simple: Without God, we die. Everybody dies, and unless something
supernatural happens, we will stay dead.
… The New Testament also shows us that those who believe in Christ are to
be baptized as a symbol of their salvation, the death of their old sins, and their new
life (Romans 6:3-4). Baptism pictures what Jesus has done for us. Talk to a Christian
leader about expressing your faith in this way. (From THE MESSAGE OF JESUS:
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HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN - GCI article from GCI.org)
A very helpful article can be found at https://www.gci.org/articles/a-lesson-aboutbaptism-mark-19-11/. The title of the article is THE GOSPELS: MARK 1:9-11—A
LESSON ABOUT BAPTISM (Next slide)
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THE GOSPELS: MARK 1:9-11—A
LESSON ABOUT BAPTISM
•

https://www.gci.org/articles/a-lesson-aboutbaptism-mark-19-11/.

Isaiah was inspired to write about Jesus and his work on the earth for all of us.
In Isaiah, we will look at a prophecy that describes Jesus and his work exactly when he
came to the earth as the Son of Man, when he became incarnate as the Son of David.
Knowing that Jesus fulfilled the law and the prophets reassures of his unwavering
faithfulness. His faithfulness continues now and will last forever.

11

WHO WILL BRING ULTIMATE PEACE AND ORDER TO THIS WORLD?

From: Slideplayer.com

This is God the Father speaking about Jesus.
The prophecy is surely fulfilled in Jesus’ baptism and in his subsequent ministry. At
Jesus’ baptism, we see in Matthew 3 the action of the Trinity where God the Father,
Jesus and the Holy Spirit are involved.
God the Father delights in the perfect man, Jesus. He is the ideal man who is now our
High Priest who represents all of us. He is also our Mediator, as the apostle Paul
writes— “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men,
the man. Christ Jesus,” (1 Ti 2:5 ESV)
United to Jesus in faith, God the Father also delights in us. God’s intention in creating
humanity was not to damn humanity but to open the door to all those who accept
and will accept the precious gift of His Son to enter into eternal life!
Although his contemporaries did not see it, it was prophesied that Jesus would not
come to the earth as a dictator to impose his ways but that he would come in a very
humble manner. Jesus would come to the earth as a humble servant and not as a
ruthless leader who leads through sheer power.
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Although he addressed many people, he was not selfish or arrogant . He valued
people and spoke with them very respectfully.
He corrected the religious leaders but it was out of love for them. After his ascension,
a certain number but not all of the Pharisees and religious leaders repented and
placed their trust in Jesus.
Most of his life, until he was about 30 years old and began his ministry, he was an
unknown figure in Jerusalem. He lived in Nazareth of Galilee, a poorly respected
Judean region. Greatness was not expected from that area of the world!
We read in the next verses how Jesus will accomplish bringing justice to the nations.
When he was resurrected, he could have shown himself to all of Jerusalem and to all
those living in Judea and Jerusalem.
He did not. He showed himself to his apostles and afterwards, he also appeared to
more than 500 brethren at one time (1 Corinthians 15).
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“25 of which I (Paul) became a minister according to the
stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to
make the word of God fully known,
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26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now
revealed to his saints.
27 To them God chose to make known how great among
the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone
mature in Christ.” (Col 1:25-28 ESV)

He still continues to do this today. He does not yet reveal himself to the whole world
but only to his church, to those God calls at this time. One day, everyone will know
who he is! Most people on the earth are still in darkness. Many have not heard the
name of Jesus. Many others have heard his name but really do not know who he is.
Because they live in darkness, the are afraid to come to the Light, who is Jesus. Not
knowing that they are already accepted by him, they have an unhealthy fear.
Everyone has some concept of right and wrong, and everyone has done something
wrong even by his or her own definition. “To err is human,” says a common proverb.
Everyone has betrayed a friend, broken a promise or hurt someone’s feelings.
Everyone has experienced the feeling of guilt.
People therefore want God to stay away from them. They know they cannot stand
before God with a clear conscience.
They know they should obey him, and they also know that they have not. They are
ashamed and guilty.
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How can their guilt be erased? How can the conscience be cleared? “To forgive is
divine,” the proverb concludes.
God himself will forgive. Many people know the proverb, but somehow do not
believe that God is divine enough to forgive their sins. They still feel guilty. They still
fear the appearance of God and the day of judgment. (From THE MESSAGE OF
JESUS: YOUR INVITATION TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD – GCI.ORG)
Rather than accepting his revelation about who he is, just like the Jews of his day, they
project their distorted view.
Jesus who is the author of our faith intervenes through and by the Holy Spirit to
prepare our minds and heart to receive him.
Repentance is a gift of God.
In a very humble way, Jesus will bring justice on the earth. This means that he will
make everything right.
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“3 a bruised reed he
will not break, and a
faintly burning wick he
will not quench; he will
faithfully bring forth
justice. 4 He will not
grow faint or be
discouraged till he has
established justice in
the earth; and the
coastlands wait for his
law.” (Isa 42:3-4 ESV)

From: https://healingmission.wordpress.com/2019

Jesus is invisible to our naked eye. He works through the Holy Spirit who is compared
to the wind. By faith we know he is present but we don’t know exactly how he is
working to bring this justice and righteousness to full fruition.
We just know he is.
Many times, we would like for Jesus to operate like he did while he was on the earth
healing people by the hundreds and feeding the multitude. We would like to see more
physical miracles with our naked eye.
When we pray, we often would like for God to answer our prayers our way and right
away.
He answers our prayer according to His will as he works out our salvation, his rescue
operation to save us from death through faith in him.
God continues to perform miracles. They are not visible to the naked eye. He reveals
himself to some so that they can accept and receive his new life by surrendering to
him. He never forces anyone. He is very patient. The way God works to open
peoples’ eye and heart is a mystery. We know he works with our individual
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personalities, etc… “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws
him. And I will raise him up on the last day.” (Joh 6:44 ESV). The good news is that
he will draw everyone because it is his desire that everyone comes to repentance.

“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance.” (2Pe 3:9 ESV)
Again, God does not take away anyone’s freewill. We have the choice to either invite
him in or close the door when He opens our minds in his time.
“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”” (Joh
12:32 ESV)

When people received Jesus in their life, they begin to experience his new life. There
is no greater miracle. They have pass from death to life. “Truly, truly, I say to you,
whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not
come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.” (Joh 5:24 ESV).
What an awesome miracle this is!

Love requires that we submit voluntarily to him and enter into a relationship with him.
We are not robots. God doesn’t take away our freedom. We can quench the Holy
Spirit although God tells us not to. “19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise
prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form
of evil.” (1Th 5:19-22 ESV)
The faith that leads to obedience is out of free choice. Forgiveness of sin and eternal
life are always an unmerited gift from God! We are all forgiven at the cross. The
question for all of us is, “Do I accept it as an accomplish fact”. None of us is perfect.
God makes us perfect, righteous and sanctified through faith in Him.
In our weakness, he stays faithful. A bruised reed he will not break and the faintly
burning wake he will not quench.
In spite of our weaknesses, is going to bring justice and order to this whole world. He
is the one who will bring this about!
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In these verses, we see the awesome things that God has already done.
1 – he has created the heavens and stretched them out. Here is what scientists tell us
about the grandeur of the universe. “The observable Universe is, of course, much
larger. According to current thinking, it is about 93 billion light years in diameter.
(From Google search.)
The speed of light in a vacuum is 186,282 miles per second or 299,792 kilometers per
second. These are astronomical numbers which our minds cannot understand. This is
equal to 5826 miles followed by 15 numbers in one year. This numbers is too large
for my puny mind. I cannot even name it.
2 – God also created the earth and everything that comes from it.
3 – He gives us the breath of life, the air we breathe and the human spirit which
permits us to have a relationship with him.
The one making promises of restoring justice on the earth is the one that has created
the absolutely immense universe. He cares for us and loves us individually and
collectively.
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He has made a covenant for us. The covenant is Jesus Christ who is the light for the
nations!
Looking at our situation through our eyes, we often forget the greatness of our God
who is spirit who intervenes in creation and yet is not a part of creation, being the
Creator .
God is truly an awesome God. We can trust what he says. Here are some amazing our
promises.
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“to open the eyes that
are blind, to bring out
the prisoners from the
dungeon, from the
prison those who sit in
darkness.” (Isa 42:7
ESV)
From https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/

The Bible clearly tells us in Ephesians that prior to coming to Christ in faith, we were
all in darkness. We were dead in our sins.
Our eyes have been opened to begin to see a little of the greatness of the promises of
God.
God plans to free prisoners on a grand scale. Because he is the light of the world, he
plans to open people’s eyes. His wish is not to leave people in darkness.
When we read these promises, we have every reason not to despair but to rejoice in
the work God is doing on the earth.
Idols, inanimate objects, philosophies of this world, knowledge cannot bring about
these miraculous events. None of these can prevent us from dying. None can
resurrect us.
Nothing or nobody can rescue us from death apart from a the living, resurrected
Jesus.
God is the only one who can open eyes. True life begins when God reveals himself and
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we begin to see who he truly is.
The glory all goes to him.
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“I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the first
and the last, the
beginning and the
end.”” (Re 22:13 ESV)
From Pinterest.com

What God says about the future can be trusted completely. His coming was
prophesied hundreds of years in the book of Genesis (Genesis 3:14-15).
The prophecies of the first coming of Jesus are completely correct. He came to the
earth as a little baby, as was prophesied, he had to flee to Egypt to avoid Herod’s
wrath, he died on a Roman cross and overcame death for all of us, just as prophesied.
God's word is amazing revealing to us the only true significance of our life. He reveals
to us our awesome future in Jesus.
The prophecies about the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 happened as prophesied.
In Isaiah 44:28 and 45:1, what King Cyrus was going to accomplish was prophesied
150 years before his birth. It happened exactly as God said it would.
What we have read today about the prophecy of Jesus bringing justice and order to all
the earth will happen. He will open the eyes of the blind and bring out the prisoners
from the dungeon!
As he reveals himself to us, it is very important that we surrender our lives to him in
faith, in a faith that leads to obedience. Apart from Jesus, there is no life.
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Who can bring peace and order to this world? Jesus will! It is prophesied! His word is
true!
Let us pray. Let us praise him!
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