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SCRIPTURE
READING:
ISAIAH 52:1353:12 (ESV)

“13 ¶ BEHOLD, MY SERVANT SHALL
ACT WISELY; HE SHALL BE HIGH AND
LIFTED UP, AND SHALL BE EXALTED. 14
AS MANY WERE ASTONISHED AT YOU—
HIS APPEARANCE WAS SO MARRED,
BEYOND HUMAN SEMBLANCE, AND HIS
FORM BEYOND THAT OF THE CHILDREN
OF

MANKIND—

15

SO

SHALL

HE

SPRINKLE MANY NATIONS; KINGS SHALL
SHUT THEIR MOUTHS BECAUSE OF HIM;

FOR THAT WHICH HAS NOT BEEN TOLD
THEM THEY SEE, AND THAT WHICH THEY
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HAVE NOT HEARD THEY UNDERSTAND.
2

53:1 ¶ WHO HAS BELIEVED WHAT THEY HEARD FROM US?
AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN
REVEALED? 2 FOR HE GREW UP BEFORE HIM LIKE A YOUNG
PLANT, AND LIKE A ROOT OUT OF DRY GROUND; HE HAD NO
FORM OR MAJESTY THAT WE SHOULD LOOK AT HIM, AND NO
BEAUTY THAT WE SHOULD DESIRE HIM. 3 HE WAS DESPISED
AND REJECTED BY MEN; A MAN OF SORROWS, AND
ACQUAINTED WITH GRIEF; AND AS ONE FROM WHOM MEN
HIDE THEIR FACES HE WAS DESPISED, AND WE ESTEEMED
HIM NOT. 4 ¶ SURELY HE HAS BORNE OUR GRIEFS AND
CARRIED OUR SORROWS; YET WE ESTEEMED HIM STRICKEN,
SMITTEN BY GOD, AND AFFLICTED. 5 BUT HE WAS
WOUNDED FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS; HE WAS CRUSHED
FOR OUR INIQUITIES; UPON HIM WAS THE CHASTISEMENT
THAT BROUGHT US PEACE, AND WITH HIS STRIPES WE ARE
HEALED.
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6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet
he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is
led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that
before its shearers is silent, so he opened not
his mouth.
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8 By oppression and judgment he was
taken away; and as for his generation, who
considered that he was cut off out of the
land of the living, stricken for the
transgression of my people? 9 And they
made his grave with the wicked and with a
rich man in his death, although he had done
no violence, and there was no deceit in his
mouth.
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Prayer is a very important part of our Christian life. As we look at this passage of
Scripture today, we need to be cognizant of God's role in our prayer life.
While Jesus was on the earth and became incarnate in our human flesh, he always
prayed to God the Father. In fact, he came to the earth to do the Father's will as the
perfect man in our place to redeem us from the terrible consequences of sin which are
not only physical death but also eternal death.

10 ¶ Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush
him; he has put him to grief; when his soul
makes an offering for sin, he shall see his
offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will
of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out
of the anguish of his soul he shall see and
be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the
righteous one, my servant, make many to be
accounted righteous, and he shall bear their
iniquities.
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12 Therefore I will divide him a portion
with the many, and he shall divide the spoil
with the strong, because he poured out his
soul to death and was numbered with the
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many,
and makes intercession for the
transgressors.” (Isa 52:13-53:12 ESV)

THANK YOU JESUS FOR BEING THE LAMB OF GOD

7

These are the living words of God.
Our words are inadequate to express
our appreciation for what you have
done for us. We say “thank you!”
Amen!
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As we consider this passage of Scripture, it is important to ask certain questions. Many
people have died by crucifixion over the years. Only the death of Jesus has such
enduring significance. For example, the apostle Andrew, the brother of Peter, is said to
have been crucified on a cross shaped like the letter X. Peter is said to have been
crucified upside down. Why is the cross of Jesus so special amongst all these
crucifixion?
Looking at paintings of the crucifixion does not tell us why Jesus died or why is death is
more important than anyone’s death who has died by this method of torture. Paintings
do not tell us who he is.
The Holy Spirit has to inspire us through the Scriptures to understand the meaning of
the crucifixion of Jesus.

WHY THE DEATH OF JESUS HAS
SIGNIFICANCE
• “ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN HANDED OVER TO ME BY MY
FATHER, AND NO ONE KNOWS THE SON EXCEPT THE
FATHER, AND NO ONE KNOWS THE FATHER EXCEPT THE
SON AND ANYONE TO WHOM THE SON CHOOSES TO
REVEAL HIM.” (MT 11:27 ESV)
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The death of Jesus on the cross has significance because Jesus is God.
“God is triune. He is one God in three persons: Father, Son, And Holy Spirit. Jesus of
Nazareth was not a free-floating holy man. If he is not the second person of the
Trinitarian Godhead and the only begotten Son attested in the Nicene Creed, then
God’s self was not directly involved at Golgotha. In that case, Jesus would be
detached from the eternal plan of God shown forth in the history of Israel, and the
cross would be a random event of no more than passing interest.” (THE CRUCIFIXION
Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ by Fleming Rutledge, page 12)
To understand that Jesus is God makes all the difference in our understanding of the
importance of his death.
What Jesus did on the cross is part of God's eternal plan for mankind. It is central to
our Christian faith.

THE APOSTLE PAUL'S VIEW OF THE
IMPORTANCE OF THE CROSS
“22 FOR JEWS DEMAND SIGNS AND GREEKS SEEK WISDOM,
23 BUT WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED, A STUMBLING BLOCK
TO JEWS AND FOLLY TO GENTILES, 24 BUT TO THOSE WHO
ARE CALLED, BOTH JEWS AND GREEKS, CHRIST THE POWER
OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD.” (1CO 1:22-24 ESV)
“FOR I DECIDED TO KNOW NOTHING AMONG YOU EXCEPT
JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED.” (1CO 2:2 ESV)
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The crucifixion, the death of Jesus on the cross was central to the preaching of the
apostle Paul. As terrible as his death was, it is central to the good news of the gospel.
Jesus came to the earth to die for us. His death was prophesied very clearly by Isaiah in
the Scriptures that we have just read.
Let us consider what Isaiah says as he wrote about the coming of Jesus and his
resurrection.
We know for sure that this prophecy is talking about Jesus because it is referred to in
the New Testament in a number of places.

ACTS 8: PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN
EUNUCH
“SO PHILIP RAN TO HIM AND HEARD HIM READING ISAIAH THE
PROPHET AND ASKED, “DO YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU ARE
READING?”” (AC 8:30 ESV) “32 NOW THE PASSAGE OF THE
SCRIPTURE THAT HE WAS READING WAS THIS: “LIKE A SHEEP HE
WAS LED TO THE SLAUGHTER AND LIKE A LAMB BEFORE ITS SHEARER IS

SILENT, SO HE OPENS NOT HIS MOUTH. 33 IN HIS HUMILIATION JUSTICE WAS
DENIED HIM. WHO CAN DESCRIBE HIS GENERATION? FOR HIS LIFE IS TAKEN
AWAY FROM THE EARTH.”” (AC 8:32-33 ESV)
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In a short sermon, we cannot cover all that is that in Isaiah 52 and 53. We will highlight
some point hoping that, for all of us, it will stimulate our appreciation of the enormity
of sacrifice of Jesus on our behalf.
From a human point of view, what Jesus did to liberate us makes absolutely no sense.
What we read in Isaiah 52:13 “Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high
and lifted up, and shall be exalted.” (Isa 52:13 ESV) is followed by biblical verses that
do not appear to be logical - illogical in the sense that they seem to describe defeat
rather than victory..
The servant, referring to Jesus, who will be high and lifted up is followed by a
description of suffering that is beyond our grasp.
We have never seen a Roman crucifixion. At that time, it was the most gruesome
execution that anyone could go through. It was meant not only to punish but to shame
and humiliate. Citizens of Rome were excluded from this horrible death.
Prophesied is that Jesus was so marred or disfigured in his appearance that he was
beyond recognition— his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human

being and his form marred beyond human likeness — (NIV)
In chapter 53 of Isaiah, we read about the arm of the Lord. The arm of the Lord refers
to Jesus. “37 ¶ Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not
believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
‘Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed?’ 39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 40 ‘He has
blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and
understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal them.’ 41 Isaiah said these
things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42 ¶ Nevertheless, many even of
the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it,
so that they would not be put out of the synagogue”; (Joh 12:37–42 ESV)
Jesus is the arm of the Lord. He came to the earth to do God's will. The 'wonderful
exchange' embedded in the incarnation is: the redemptive translation of man from
one state into another brought about by Christ who in his self-abnegating love took
our place that we might have his place, becoming what we are that we might
become what he is. (p. 179) (From T.F. Torrance: Union with Christ through the
Communion of the Spirit http://www.scielo.org.za).
Notice the word that Jesus sacrifice means that he took our place that we might have
his place, becoming what we are that we might become what he is!
Then in Isa. 53:2, it talks about the fact that Jesus grew and did not attract any
particular attention. As they saw Jesus growing up, people could not recognize that this
was Jesus, God made man, who was growing up amongst them.
It is only by revelation and faith that we can know and understand who Jesus is.
Recently, I heard an exchange between Richard Dawkins, a non-believer and John
Lennox, of Ravi Zacharias International Ministries. In his mind, Richard Dawkins could
not fathom why God who is said to have created all humanity and all the universe
would humble himself to come and be brutalized by human beings, mere specs on a
tiny planet, to save them from themselves. He could not fathom that if God was so
great why he would choose this way to liberate humanity. To him, it made no sense.
Obviously, although very intelligent, his eyes were completely blinded to the truth of
this wonderful revelation about the cross of Jesus and what it means.
In verse 3, Isaiah in the prophetic writing said that Jesus was despised and rejected by
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
Human beings have a natural adversity to God. “For the mind that is set on the flesh is

hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot.” (Ro 8:7 ESV)
The natural mind wants to hide its face from what Jesus did on the cross for us. Isaiah
says that he was despised and we esteemed him not. (Vs, 3)
Isn’t this how the world still reacts to him.
Jesus always knew he was. There was never any question in his mind why he died on
the cross. The reason he died on the cross is stated very clearly in versus 5 and 6.

• “5 BUT

HE WAS WOUNDED FOR OUR

TRANSGRESSIONS; HE WAS CRUSHED FOR
OUR INIQUITIES; UPON HIM WAS THE

CHASTISEMENT THAT BROUGHT US PEACE,
AND WITH HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED.

ALL

WE LIKE SHEEP HAVE

HAVE TURNED EVERY ONE
AND THE

LORD

HAS LAID ON HIM THE

INIQUITY OF US ALL.”
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GONE ASTRAY; WE
TO HIS OWN WAY;

(ISA 53:5-6 ESV)
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By dying on the cross, Jesus took all the consequences of living independently from
God on his shoulders. The first Adam, in his rebellion to God, caused all humanity to
follow in his steps. Before Jesus came, all of humanity was lost for eternity.
As we read these verses, there is no room for the self-righteousness of anyone because
he was wounded for my transgression and yours, for my iniquities and yours.
Jesus took upon himself the sinfulness of Adam and of all his descendents. He came as
the only Son of God, both human and divine, and he paid the penalty in full for the
horrible consequences of living apart from God. Jesus is the last Adam because as a
human being, he lived in relationship with God the Father, in complete submission to
his will. Jesus, because he is both God and man, lived vicariously for all of us.
His life sanctifies our life. In faith, we need to accept that this is so.. He could do this
because Jesus was not only human but divine. As the Torrances say, Jesus is the federal
head representing all of humanity. His entire life while on earth, in our flesh, was lived
on our behalf.
Once we understand what Jesus did on the cross for us, the symbol of the cross

becomes more than just an ornament to be worn as another piece of jewelry but the
cross becomes a symbol of the torture Jesus went through to liberate us from the grips
of sin and death so that we can have life.
What Jesus did on the cross is so powerful that God gave a brand-new lease on life to
all of humanity. (Next slide)

“18 All this is from God, who through Christ
reconciled us to himself and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ
God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.”
(2Co 5:18-19 ESV)
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Because of what Jesus did, the whole world is reconciled to God in Christ. We have
been called to carry this message to the world!
Maybe we have heard this historic event so many times that we don’t appreciate what
God the Father has done for us in Jesus. We take it for granted.
What Jesus did on the cross for all of us is major. As God’s people, we need to pray to
more profoundly appreciate this immense sacrifice God has made to restore our
relationship with him.
We could have never restored our relationship with God on our own.
Humanity still thinks it can but the reality is that it cannot apart from accepting Jesus
when, he is revealed to us by the Holy Spirit, through Scripture and his church.

Being a disciple of Jesus has a cost as we saw in the last sermons.
Jesus was certainly not recognized as a great hero when he hung on the cross.
Following Jesus, we will not be seen as great heroes either, most of the time.

The message of the cross is still seen as folly and foolishness.

HOW DOES FOLLOWING JESUS AFFECT
THE LIFE OF DISCIPLES?
• WE

TOO ARE CALLED ON TO LIVE THE SERVANT’S LIFE. THAT LIFE
BEGINS AND ENDS IN A SENSE OF TRIUMPH. IT WAS PRECISELY
BECAUSE JESUS KNEW WHO HE WAS, WHERE HE HAD COME FROM,
AND WHERE HE WAS GOING THAT HE WAS ABLE TO MOVE FROM
HEAVEN TO A BARN, FROM KNOWING EVERYTHING TO KNOWING
NOTHING, FROM SUPPLYING ALL THE WORLD’S NEEDS TO BECOMING
DEPENDENT ON THE BREAST OF A LITTLE REFUGEE GIRL FOR HIS
VERY LIFE. HE COULD LAY ASIDE THE ROBES OF GLORY BECAUSE HE
KNEW WHO HE WAS.

•

OSWALT, JOHN N.. ISAIAH (THE NIV APPLICATION COMMENTARY) (P. 590). ZONDERVAN. KINDLE
EDITION.
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As servants of Jesus, we experience astonishment, wonder, surprise and amazement as
well as rejection.
We all want to be servants and it is nice when we are recognize but it is certainly not
always so. Jesus, during his life on earth, was received as a king and then he was
brutally murdered and rejected by his own.
When we give to others or are being welcoming and polite to strangers, they may
wonder what is it that we want.
Or following Jesus, we may be seen as being goody-goody or seen as rejecting them. In
other words, as we do good, we may be seen as evildoers. “Keep your conduct among
the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.” (1 Pe 2:12 ESV)

“Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that, though they malign you
as evildoers, they may see your honorable deeds and glorify God when he comes to
judge.” (1 Pe 2:12 NRSV)

Maybe one of the hardest things is to accept is when we do good to others, they do
not always recognize the sacrifice made for them. We serve and it is as if we did
nothing. There is not even a thank you were a word of appreciation. They may even
turn against us and malign us, as the apostle Peter says.
We are not to be surprised when this happens because this is what happened to Jesus.
This is what Jesus told his disciples when he was on earth “20 Remember the word
that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me,
they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But
all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not
know him who sent me.” (Joh 15:20-21 ESV)
Jesus took on our burdens. He did not tell us how to carry our burdens. He took it all
upon himself.
We are called to carry one another's burdens. What does that mean? It means that we
get involved with other people and actually try to help them in real ways.
We will not be able to carry one another's burdens like Jesus did. However, every time
we do it in smaller ways such as being there when a fellow brother in Christ or others
are suffering, we help to their burden. This means more than giving advice but actually
being there for the other.
When we give a listening ear without judging or condemning, we carry one another's
burden.
.
When someone is going through a tragedy, maybe going through illness or some other
difficulties, we spent time with them going through whatever they're going through.
When we walk with someone, accompany them through their affliction, whatever that
affliction may be, We help to shoulder the burden carried by that other person or other
persons.
In other words, as we are willing to show compassion to someone who is hurting in the
name of Jesus, we walk in his footsteps. There are occasions when we do not need to
say that we are doing it in the name of Jesus, we just do it because we are in
relationship with Jesus and we extend his love to others.
As the disciples of Jesus, we are not to see successes as the world sees successes. Jesus
appeared defeated on the cross yet he was victorious over sin, over death, over evil,
over the devil and his cohorts for all of us.

As we read God's word, many of the heroes of the Bible are seen as failures in the short
term. But in the long term, they are victors in Christ. We just need to read the chapter
of faith in Hebrews 11. For example, in serving God, Daniel was elevated in the eyes of
the King yet at times, he lived in humility and rejection.
The same can be said of Joseph whom God used to save Israel. He was rejected by his
family, by his brothers, sold into slavery, and later elevated to the highest position just
under Pharaoh. There are others, who live faithful Christian lives and who face
rejection from their own. As we read in the New Testament and in the historical records
of Christianity, some were imprisoned because the adopted Jesus as their Lord and
Master. Jesus was a controversial figure in his time when he declared that he was God.
He continues to be so today.
As disciples of Jesus, we have an awesome future, as Isaiah prophesied..

.

OUR SURE HOPE
• “11 OUT

OF THE ANGUISH OF HIS SOUL HE SHALL SEE AND
BE SATISFIED; BY HIS KNOWLEDGE SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS
ONE, MY SERVANT, MAKE MANY TO BE ACCOUNTED
RIGHTEOUS, AND HE SHALL BEAR THEIR INIQUITIES. 12
THEREFORE I WILL DIVIDE HIM A PORTION WITH THE MANY,
AND HE SHALL DIVIDE THE SPOIL WITH THE STRONG,
BECAUSE HE POURED OUT HIS SOUL TO DEATH AND WAS
NUMBERED WITH THE TRANSGRESSORS; YET HE BORE THE
SIN OF MANY, AND MAKES INTERCESSION FOR THE
TRANSGRESSORS.” (ISA 53:11-12 ESV)
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How encouraging this is. Jesus not only died for us but today, as our high priest, he
continues to intervene on our behalf being the perfect man in heaven!
We can say with confidence, assurance and recognition, “Thank you Jesus for having
saved my life by giving me a new life in you!” Thank you for loving me and others so
much!
Let us pray
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