Weekly bulletin
February 24, 2019

Prayer of Thanksgiving: that Jesus having come to the earth in our incarnate flesh love and works with imperfect people
to bring us to glory. “But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for
I am a sinful man, O Lord.””.. 10 “… And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be
catching men.”” (Lu 5:8, 10 ESV)
Please do not forget to pray for all the shut-ins and isolated brothers and sisters in our congregations Mrs. Jack and C.
Campbell (Fredericton) and J. Steffes (Caribou, Me), Mr. Ross Bathurst, P. Ward (Saint John) and others.
Open Hand Food Bank – Moncton - is in need or grocery plastic bags to give out food to those in need. If you are
interested in donating your unused grocery bags, you can bring them to church and someone will collect them and bring
them over. Those who want to bring food to give to the Open Food Bank may do so by bringing to church and giving it
to Michael M. of the Moncton congregation.
ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF March 2019
Times of worship services: Moncton – 10:30 AM every Sunday
In Saint John – March 10 and 24 at 2:30 p.m.
Communion- on the second and fourth Sunday of the month.
Address: Moncton—70 King St. —Sage building;
Saint John—50 Newport Cres., Portland United church.
Discipleship Group at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Vautour this coming Wednesday, March 13 at 7:30 PM. Topic:
continuation of 1 Peter chapter 2 – to continue – and possibly chapter 3
______________________________________________________________
UPDATES: Obituary for Gail Brewer
Gail A. Brewer of Zealand, NB passed away on February 21, 2019 at the Dr. Everett Chalmers
Hospital. Gail was born on December 21, 1949 at Woodstock, NB, a daughter of the late
Clarence and Stella (Weeks) Sewell.
If you ever had the fortune to know this beautiful lady you were fortunate. Her compassion,
generosity and selfless care for others defined her. Gail enjoyed cooking and spending time with
her grandchildren teaching them her secret recipes. She loved watching the hummingbirds and
other birds.
She is survived by her husband of 52 years, Merlin D. Brewer; two daughters, Esther Pelletier (
Jeff), Lewiston, ME and Rebecca Smart (Nathan), Liverpool, NS; three sons, John and Peter Brewer, both of Zealand, NB
and James Brewer (Jane), Hainesville, NB; ten grandchildren, Benjamin Pelletier, Emma Brewer, Jillian Brewer, Jacob
Brewer, Daniel Pelletier, Rachel Brewer, Timothy Brewer, Elizabeth Smart, Victoria Brewer and Gabriel Smart; two
brothers, Allison (Amy) Sewell, Zealand, NB and Clayton Sewell (Beryl), Woodstock, NB; a sister, Debbie Allen (Tony),
Zealand, NB; several nieces, nephews and cousins.
In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by a son Brent Douglas Brewer; a daughter–in–law, Melissa Brewer;
three sisters, Beatrice Doucette, Marina Griffith and Inez Morehouse and two brothers, Clarence and Larry Sewell.
Resting at Zealand Seventh–day Adventist Church, 33 Morehouse Road, Zealand, NB with visiting hours on Monday,
February 25, 2019 from 11 am to 2 pm, followed by the funeral service at 2 pm with Eric Vautour officiating. Interment
will be at a later date at St. Paul’s Anglican Cemetery.
For those who wish to make a donation in memory of Gail, the family has suggested a charity of the donor’s choice.
Arrangements by Flewelling Funeral Home, Nackawic, NB. www.flewellingswan.com
This obituary is protected by copyright by Flewellings Funeral Home. Proudly Serving the Community of Nackawic.
Flewellings Funeral Home is located in the province of New Brunswick, Canada.
Monthly GCI prayer guide is now posted in featured articles on our www.worshiphim.ca website.
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AUDIO SERMONS are also now uploaded to YouTube.ca. To listen to those sermons, you can Google Grace
Communion International New Brunswick or go to
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKazyWhmKmDZy69vJcFfPg. Please pray that they will be a source of inspiration in
sharing the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ to a wider audience. They continue to be available in our local
website at www.worshiphim.ca
______________________________________________________________________________
The good news of the gospel is a message to be shared with others. Please pray that God will give us the love
and wisdom to be able to share this message with others in a loving, clear and confident matter as we participate in his
missional work on the earth in our generation. “5 ¶ Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the best
use of the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you
ought to answer each person.” (Col 4:5-6 ESV)
Please pray that God will put an end to the senseless violence happening in North America continent and other parts of
the world.
Pray that we will see the good works that God has prepared for us in advance so that we can enthusiastically
participate in the on-going work He is doing now on this earth in bringing people in relationship with him in Jesus by the
Holy Spirit.
Please pray, as per Jesus’ instructions, the disciples prayer, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
10
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt 6:9-10) as our world is suffering so
much and in need of complete restoration by the King of kings, Jesus. As we are his royal priesthood, let us proclaim the
excellencies of him who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light, as we are instructed in 1 Peter 2.
Pray for the world and for all people: we live in a world that does not know the way to peace. Important to pray as
we are instructed by the apostle Paul — “1 ¶ First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of
God our Savior,” (1Ti 2:1–3 ESV)
____________________________________________________________________________________
OLD TESTAMENT LAWS: THE STRANGE VARIETY OF OLD TESTAMENT LAWS (continued from
https://www.gci.org/articles/the-strange-variety-of-old-testament-laws/)
Someone once asked Jesus, Out of all the laws in the Bible, which is the most important? (Matthew 22:36). Jesus quoted
two laws from the Old Testament: “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments” (verses 37-40).
Jesus says that our most basic duty is to love — and those commands are found in the Old Testament — in Deuteronomy
6:5 and Leviticus 19:18, to be exact.
But if we go to the very next verse in Leviticus, we find some unusual commands: “Do not mate different kinds of
animals. Do not plant your field with two kinds of seed. Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material” (Leviticus
19:19; also found in Deuteronomy 22:11).
In other words, the Bible tells people not to wear fabric made of two kinds of fiber. In ancient times, it might have been a
mix of wool and flax. In modern times, this might mean a wool-polyester blend, or a cotton-polyester shirt. What is a
Christian supposed to do with a law like that? Should we say, The Bible says it, so I will do it whether or not I understand
it? Or should we say, That doesn’t sound anything like Jesus?
When we understand why a law is or isn’t valid, then we will know how to evaluate other laws.
The good news is, that we can understand why this law is not part of Christianity. And the good news is, that when we
understand why a law is or isn’t valid, then we know how to evaluate other laws, such as tithing and Sabbath. That’s our
goal. But first, let’s look at a few more laws.
Civil laws
The Law of Moses says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain” (Deuteronomy 25:4). Animals should be
treated humanely, and should share in the results of their work. Paul quoted this verse with approval, using it as a
principle that human workers ought to be paid (1 Corinthians 9:9-10).
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Another principle regarding animals is found in Deuteronomy 22:6-7: “If you come across a bird’s nest beside the road,
either in a tree or on the ground, and the mother is sitting on the young or on the eggs, do not take the mother with the
young. You may take the young, but be sure to let the mother go.” This is a good principle of wildlife conservation — but
is it part of Christian duty? Should Christian churches lobby for laws like this?
A good economic principle can be seen in Deuteronomy 20:19-20: “When you lay siege to a city for a long time, fighting
against it to capture it, do not destroy its trees by putting an ax to them, because you can eat their fruit. Do not cut them
down. Are the trees of the field people, that you should besiege them? However, you may cut down trees that you know
are not fruit trees and use them to build siege works until the city at war with you falls.” In other words, you can chop
down as many trees as you want, but save the fruit trees for your own benefit.
A safety rule can be seen in Deuteronomy 22:8: “When you build a new house, make a parapet around your roof so that
you may not bring the guilt of bloodshed on your house if someone falls from the roof.” In ancient Israel, roofs were
usually flat, and people used them as part of their living and working area. It made good sense to build a short wall
around them so people wouldn’t accidentally fall off. But is this law required for Christians today? Wouldn’t it be enough
to simply keep people off of the roof in the first place?
We do not know why the grapes would be “defiled” if some beans were planted between the vines.
It is not always easy to discern the purpose of some of the laws of Moses. For example, the next verse: “Do not plant two
kinds of seed in your vineyard; if you do, not only the crops you plant but also the fruit of the vineyard will be defiled”
(verse 9). We do not know why the grapes would be “defiled” if the owner planted a little barley and beans in between
the grapes. If there’s plenty of room between the rows, what’s wrong with using the space for something else?
Another clothing law
Verse 12 has another rule: “Make tassels on the four corners of the cloak you wear.” Another law is even more specific:
“You are to make tassels on the corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel” (Numbers 15:38). What was
the purpose of these tassels? “You will have these tassels to look at and so you will remember all the commands of the
Lord, that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes” (verse
39).
If Christians want to obey God, should they wear blue threads in tassels on their garments?
Every time the Israelites saw these tassels, they were to remember their responsibility to obey God. Orthodox Jews still
wear prayer shawls with blue tassels (the modern blue-and-white Israeli flag was modeled after a prayer shawl). If
Christians want to obey God, should they wear blue threads in tassels on their garments? If not, why not?
Agricultural and festival laws
At the risk of being tedious, let’s notice a few more laws. God commanded his people to kill Passover lambs each year
(Exodus 12:1-8, 24-27). He claimed ownership of every firstborn male, both human and animal (Exodus 13:1-2). The
animals were to be given to the Lord, and payment given for every firstborn son (verses 11-15). God gave these laws,
and Christians need to ask, Are these laws important, or not? Do we have to keep them in order for them to be useful for
instruction in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16)?
An interesting agricultural law was given at Mt. Sinai: “For six years you are to sow your fields and harvest the crops, but
during the seventh year let the land lie unplowed and unused. Then the poor among your people may get food from it,
and the wild animals may eat what they leave. Do the same with your vineyard and your olive grove” (Exodus 23:10-11).
Every seven years, the land was to have some rest. This sabbatical year might have been good for Israel’s soil and
climate, but is it still God’s law for farmers in America or in tropical countries? Are we willing to trust God on this — or
does he even tell us to do this? If God doesn’t want us to obey these laws, why did he put them in the Bible? Should we
obey his command to set aside every 50th year as an additional land-sabbath? (Leviticus 25:8-12).
If we can ignore these laws, should we also ignore “You shall not steal” (Deuteronomy 5:19)? Why one and not the
other? That’s what this book is about.
God commanded his people to observe three annual festivals — and they weren’t Easter, Labor Day and Christmas
(Exodus 23:14). They were the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Harvest, and the Festival of Ingathering
(verses 15-16). He commanded all men to appear before him at a designated site in the Promised Land (Deuteronomy
16:16). He told his people to make shelters out of tree branches and live in them for a week (Leviticus 23:39-43).
When we understand why, then we will be able to evaluate other laws.
He commanded Abraham to circumcise himself, and all his children were to be circumcised (Genesis 17:11; Leviticus
12:2-3). The early church dealt with this specific issue in Acts 15, and they concluded that non-Jewish Christians do not
have to be circumcised (we’ll cover that in more detail in chapter 3). Paul explained that physical circumcision was not
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necessary (Romans 2:28-29). Uncircumcised people can be righteous in God’s sight (Romans 3:30). But if God gave this
law, why shouldn’t we try to keep it?
“Why” is the key question. When we understand why, then we will be able to evaluate other laws.
Review
We do not have to obey all the commands God gave Abraham — for example, circumcision.
We do not have to obey all the commands God gave his people through Moses — for example, blue tassels.
Even if a law isn’t required, should Christians try to keep Old Testament laws if we can? For example, it is
not difficult to wear blue tassels. Should we recommend it?
What is wrong with the logic of saying, “God said it, so I’ll do it”?
Some people teach this principle: “A law remains valid until it is specifically revoked.” Is this principle true?

Devotional – The Good Shepherd

I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me (John 10:14).

Shepherds and their sheep have deeply intimate relationships. Jesus our good shepherd knows us by
name and guides us through life’s valleys and mountaintops. When we run the other way, he goes in
search of us! His relentless love pursues us. Our good shepherd laid down his life for us, knowing the
details of all we would think and do. He didn’t redeem our ideal lives – he sacrificed himself to
redeem the actual life we are living today.
By

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.” With these words, Jesus is
not only revealing a truth about who he is, but how he feels about us. He knows and loves our
whole story. Sheep are utterly dependent animals. They physically cannot rest until all their
needs are met. In the comforting presence of Jesus we can relax and let go of our fears.
Prayer: Jesus, we thank you that you are faithful to supply all my needs. Help me to see how
you providing for me today, and make me aware of how I can share your love and provision with
those around me.

Michelle Fleming GCI

GCI principle website and Moncton Websites—www.gci.org, www.worshiphim.ca, www.facebook.com/GCIMoncton; For a
wealth of helpful articles about God, grace and his plan for salvation, who we are, etc., please see the GCI.org website. Contact
Information: Pastor’s contact information: email—evautour47@outlook.com
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