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“33 SO PILATE

ENTERED HIS

HEADQUARTERS AGAIN AND CALLED

SCRIPTURE
READING:
JOHN 18:33-37

JESUS AND SAID TO HIM, “ARE YOU THE
KING OF THE JEWS?” 34 JESUS
ANSWERED, “DO YOU SAY THIS OF YOUR
OWN ACCORD, OR DID OTHERS SAY IT TO
YOU ABOUT ME?” 35 PILATE
ANSWERED, “AM I A JEW? YOUR OWN
NATION AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS HAVE
DELIVERED YOU OVER TO ME.
HAVE YOU DONE?”
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36 JESUS ANSWERED, “MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS
WORLD. IF MY KINGDOM WERE OF THIS WORLD, MY
SERVANTS WOULD HAVE BEEN FIGHTING, THAT I MIGHT
NOT BE DELIVERED OVER TO THE JEWS. BUT MY
KINGDOM IS NOT FROM THE WORLD.” 37 THEN PILATE
SAID TO HIM, “SO YOU ARE A KING?” JESUS
ANSWERED, “YOU SAY THAT I AM A KING. FOR THIS
PURPOSE I WAS BORN AND FOR THIS PURPOSE I HAVE
COME INTO THE WORLD—TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE
TRUTH. EVERYONE WHO IS OF THE TRUTH LISTENS TO
MY VOICE.”” (JOH 18:33-37 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING GOD
THANK YOU JESUS FOR BEING THE KING OF
KINGS - FOR BEING OUR SURE HOPE OF A
FUTURE MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN WORDS CAN
DESCRIBE!
AMEN
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Today, we celebrate a wonderful feast as we come before God to worship him. We
celebrate the feast of CHRIST THE KING!
The celebration of the feast CHRIST THE KING is a recent addition to the Western
liturgical calendar.
—It was instituted in 1925 by Pope Pius XI for the Roman Catholic Church.
—In 1970, the observance of the feast of CHRIST THE KING was moved to the last
Sunday before Advent, the last Sunday in November. Before, it was observed on the
last Sunday of October.
The Anglican, Lutherans and many Protestant churches adopted it along with the
Revised Common Lectionary. The feast is often referred to as Christ the King Sunday.
([From wikipedia.com]

Since the GCI encourages pastors to follow the Revised Common Lectionary for
sermons, we also follow the outline of this lectionary.
We can all agree that this is a wonderful addition to the liturgical calendar to celebrate

and acknowledge Christ the King.
The Bible refers to God the Father and Jesus in a very inspirational and inspiring terms..
[Next slide]

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS
• 1 – APPLIES TO BOTH GOD THE FATHER AND GOD THE SON.

• “13 ¶ I CHARGE YOU (TIMOTHY) IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD, WHO
GIVES LIFE TO ALL THINGS, AND OF CHRIST JESUS, WHO IN HIS
TESTIMONY BEFORE PONTIUS PILATE MADE THE GOOD
CONFESSION, 14 TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENT UNSTAINED AND
FREE FROM REPROACH UNTIL THE APPEARING OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST, 15 WHICH HE WILL DISPLAY AT THE PROPER
TIME—HE WHO IS THE BLESSED AND ONLY SOVEREIGN, THE KING
OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS, 16 WHO ALONE HAS
IMMORTALITY, WHO DWELLS IN UNAPPROACHABLE LIGHT, WHOM
NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN OR CAN SEE. TO HIM BE HONOR AND
ETERNAL DOMINION. AMEN.” (1TI 6:13-16 ESV)
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God lives in unapproachable light as we read in John 1:18, “No one has ever seen God;
the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.” (Joh 1:18 ESV)
When Jesus ascended to heaven as the perfect man (Jesus is perfectly God and
perfectly man in his one nature), he has gone to that place where no man could go.
Now, the man Jesus, the son of David has entered that glorious place for all of us. He
has included us in the triune relationship of the one God, God the Father, God the Son
and God the Holy Spirit.
When the apostle Paul encourages Timothy to live a faithful life as a disciple of Jesus,
he said that God the Father gives life to all things. God the Father has delegated this
authority to Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of Lords.
Human kings use the title of being King of kings and Lord of Lords.

Jewish literature repeatedly described God as King. Especially in the East, rulers who
claim to be supreme kings, such as the Babylonian or the Parthian king, call themselves
“King of kings and Lord of Lords.” Greek writers like Dio Chrysostom occasionally
applied the title to Zeus; Judaism quite often applied it to God, and Christians applied it

to Jesus. (The NIV Bible Background Commentary of the New Testament, Second Edition
by Craig S Keener, page 614)
It’s important to realize the original context of these verses. It was written to people
who had particular beliefs. It is important to not read these letters or parts of the Bible
from the 21st century point of view or perspective. We must read Scriptures as if we
were in the shoes of the original audience and learn from there.
Those people understood how some of the powerful kings saw themselves. The Bible is
very clear that these powerful human kings are not “King of kings and Lord of Lords".
Only Jesus truly fits that title. God the Father has given him this responsibility. He
stands at the pinnacle, at the peak over all human authority.

•

• 11 BELOVED,

IF GOD SO LOVED US, WE ALSO OUGHT TO
LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 12 NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN GOD;
IF WE LOVE ONE ANOTHER, GOD ABIDES IN US AND HIS
LOVE IS PERFECTED IN US. 13 BY THIS WE KNOW THAT
WE ABIDE IN HIM AND HE IN US, BECAUSE HE HAS GIVEN
US OF HIS SPIRIT. 14 ¶ AND WE HAVE SEEN AND
TESTIFY THAT THE FATHER HAS SENT HIS SON TO BE
THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD. 15 WHOEVER CONFESSES
THAT JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD, GOD ABIDES IN HIM,
AND HE IN GOD. 16 SO WE HAVE COME TO KNOW AND
TO BELIEVE THE LOVE THAT GOD HAS FOR US. GOD IS
LOVE, AND WHOEVER ABIDES IN LOVE ABIDES IN GOD,
AND GOD ABIDES IN HIM.” (1JO 4:11-16 ESV)
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God has called us to be in a very personal relationship with him. This is an enormous
privilege to be in this relationship of mutual indwelling, a relationship which is initiated
by God himself.
It is very clear that Jesus, who is God with us, was sent to the world to be the Saviour
of the world! Those words are so encouraging. He came to save the world!
It takes the gift of faith to believe, because we do not yet see evidence that Jesus is the
King of kings and Lord of Lords with our naked eyes. However, as we read in Scripture,
Jesus is truly the King of King and Lord of Lords.
It may appear now that the people of God are not victors in Christ. This is only an
appearance. Jesus is victor over sin and death through his brutal death on the cross, for
all of us. Death could not hold him down because while taking our human nature, he
always lived in the perfect will of God the Father without ever sinning.
When Jesus faced Pontius Pilate and told him that his kingdom was not a kingdom of
this world, Pilate saw no threat in Jesus. He realized that Jesus was not before him
trying to usurp his rulership or the rulership of the Roman empire.

Jesus told Pilate that he had come into the world to testify to the truth. As we read
God’s word, the truth implied more than being honest and not telling lies. Jesus was
bringing a testimony of God, who is the truth. He told Pilate that everyone who listens
to his voice is of the truth.
This kind of language just went over Pilate’s head because he had no idea what Jesus
was really talking about. Probably not believing that anyone could define the truth, he
could not recognize who Jesus was and is.

Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” And then he just walked away not waiting for an
answer. Pilate did not ask, “Who is truth” because he did not know that The Truth was
standing before him in the person of Jesus.
When Jesus was barbarically executed on the cross, it’s caused a crisis of faith for the
disciples as most of them abandoned him to face this ordeal alone. The night he was
betrayed by Judas, they fled. Peter followed but denied him. John was the only apostle
who stood by him at the cross with his mother and some of the other women.
We ought not to be surprised that the world at this time is not acknowledging the
kingship and the Lordship of Jesus Christ (go to Daniel)

“9 ¶ As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of days
took his seat; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of
his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its wheels
were burning fire. 10 A stream of fire issued and came out from
before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand
times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.” (Da 7:9-10 ESV)
“13 I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of
heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the
Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 And to him
was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples,
nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.” (Da 7:13-14 ESV)
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Chapter 7 of Daniel is apocalyptic language of the same type as the book of Revelation.
Because of their worldview, the original readers of this prophecy understood the
powerful imagery of these dreams and visions.
Again, we should not read these verses from a 21st-century perspective. We need to
try to understand these verses as the original audience received it. Because of lack of
time, we will not go into those details today to describe the mythology that colored
society in those days.
Suffices to say that in Daniel 7:1–8, Daniel saw a vision of wild, scary, hybrid beasts.
They represent various forms of human governments which will be active on the earth
at various levels until the return of Jesus. They picture horrifying events. As horrifying
as these may be, they are filled with hope because they refer to God the Father and
Jesus Christ who is going to put an end to the treachery of human governance.

….. many of the themes of chapter 7 will be repeated in chapters 8–12. Here are the
major themes that reverberate in this section:
• the horror of human evil, particularly as it is concentrated in the state
• the announcement of a specific time of deliverance

• repentance that leads to deliverance
• the revelation that a cosmic war stands behind human conflict
• judgment as certain for those who resist God and oppress his people
• the equally certain truth that God’s people, downtrodden in the present, will
experience new life in the fullest sense.
Longman III, Tremper. Daniel (The NIV Application Commentary) (pp. 178–179).
Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
In their cultural environment, there were all kinds of myths about gods and how they
ruled the world. God inspired Daniel through the dreams and vision to write down that
God is in the in charge.
There were no different in some of the myths we have in our contemporary society, in
the society of our day. Some believe that the lifeless universe is able to coordinate itself
to take care of people’s needs. Not knowing or denying God’s grace, many will say that
the universe has come together to give them certain blessings, to look after them.
Or again, the very strong belief that the origin of the universe came into being by itself.
The belief that life can come from nonlife is a myth. And we have so many others, too
many to enumerate! I am sure you can think of some where you live.

Imagine people reading that kind of language 2000 years from now. To understand the
myth, they would have to understand some of the myths we believe today without God
in the picture.
The book of Daniel is a source of encouragement for God’s people to let them know
that Jesus, the King of kings and the Lord of lords rules now in ways that we do not see
and that he will rule in ways that we will see and experience at his glorious return.

In Daniel 7:13—14 we see one like the Son of Man - referring to Jesus Christ.
This is a powerful and encouraging description of who Jesus is and people’s relationship
with him as he establishes his everlasting dominion which will never cease to exist. This
kingdom cannot and will not be destroyed.
In the meantime, in verse 21 which is an explanation of Daniel 7:7-8, Daniel is given the
explanation of the little horn with eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth that was
speaking great things. This horn made war with the saints and prevailed against them.
What this implies is that until God completely intervenes living in the in-between times

until the return of Jesus will not be easy. There will be periods of time when these
oppressive human governments will appear to win over Christians, over the followers of
Jesus.
“21 As I looked, this horn made war with the saints and prevailed over them, 22 until
the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given for the saints of the Most High,
and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom.” (Da 7:21–22 ESV);
Then, comes hope that this oppression by human governments will cease.

“23 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth,
which shall be different from all the kingdoms, and it shall devour the whole earth,
and trample it down, and break it to pieces. 24 As for the ten horns, out of this
kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them; he shall be different
from the former ones, and shall put down three kings. 25 He shall speak words
against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and shall think
to change the times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand for a time,
times, and half a time. 26 But the court shall sit in judgment, and his dominion shall
be taken away, to be consumed and destroyed to the end. 27 And the kingdom and
the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be
given to the people of the saints of the Most High; their kingdom shall be an
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey them.’ 28 “Here is the
end of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly alarmed me, and my color
changed, but I kept the matter in my heart.”” (Da 7:23-28 ESV)
Apocalyptic literature inspired by God describes difficult times followed by the victory
of Jesus over everything that opposes him.
Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of lords, is very active in our world right now and so
many ways. The apostle Paul talks of one way that we do not think of in Colossians.

•
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These are powerful Scriptures.
—All things were created by him;
—all things were created for him;
—all things hold together by him and in him;
—he has preeminence over everything.
In other words, if Jesus stop sustaining the universe, the universe would not exist; we
would not exist. We would vanish in a moment.
Every moment is a gift of grace whether people know it or not.
Nothing happens that is beyond his control. Even if things look bleak at times, Jesus
through the Holy Spirit is never distant. No human beings, no human governments
whether they think they have the answer or not cannot thwart, stop or prevent the
reign of Jesus.
He has revealed himself to be a King, to be Lord. He is overall the kings and the lords of
this earth.

He has revealed himself at this time to his people. What a privilege it is to recognize
and accept his loving authority and direction in our lives!
We do have so much to celebrate on this day and every day. Let us not willingly and
knowingly ever forsake him. There is no hope apart from him!
Christ is King and Lord and Saviour of the world!
Let us pray

