INTERNATIONATL Weekly bulletin

@ GRACE COMMUNION
August 1, 2021

Living and Sharing the Gospel

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, we will continue to have worship services online through the
Zoom platform, until further notice. You are welcome to worship with us on Sunday at 10:30 a.m. If
you need information about how to join with us for worship services, please contact Mr. Vautour,
minister. The contact information is at the bottom of the bulletin.

If you have friends or acquaintances who want to join in the worship service, please do not hesitate
to share with them the Zoom links to join with us in the worship our great God.

Please note that audio and video sermons and other materials are also available on our local
website at www.gcinewbrunswick.org

THE OLIVET DISCOURSE -- SIGNS OF THE END - an excellent study of Matthew 24 and 25 has been
posted on our local website. Other articles are also posted for your benefit and study.
Last article posted on our local website under Featured Articles: Study of Romans up to chapter 10
inclusively. The August GCI International Prayer Guide has also been added.

Offerings:

1. You can make your donation by cheque; Address: Grace Communion International- Canada, Suite 203A, 2121
Airport Dr., Saskatoon, SK 7SL 6W5.

2. You can call 1-306-653-2705 (GCl Canada main phone number) and make credit card donation.

3.  E-transfers to khorwood@gcicanada.ca (her full name is Kathleen Horwood). There is no need for a
password as the donations are deposited directly into the GCl banking account. In the subject or message
line, write the name of your church and your member number. Most banks send an immediate
confirmation of successful deposit. If you do not know your member number, please write to Mr. Vautour
at the email address below.

4. You can also donate to our GCl Canada website at Grace Communion International - Canada
(gcicanada.ca); click on Donate. In the donation box detail, and under Fund, make sure you click on General.
In the message box, make sure that you identify your church and your church member number. If you
don't know your church number, please contact Mr. Vautour.

Prayer Meeting: Our next prayer meeting will be on this coming Thursday, August 12, 2021 at 7:30 PM.
We plan to resume the monthly Bible study and prayer meeting in August.

To see specific prayer requests from the church, please go to www.gcinewbrunswick.org-under

“Members Only” and type the password. If you do not know the password, please contact

Mr. Vautour.
Let us pray according to God's will and as per his instructions: “1 1] First of all, then, | urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who
are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3
This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and
to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Ti 2:1-4 ESV)
1 Letus pray for our brothers and sisters and others in the Western provinces who are suffering the results

of extreme drought affecting water supplies, crops, health, forest fires, etc. Let us pray that Christians will
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grow in their relationship with our Lord and that those whom God is calling at this time will answer his
loving invitation.

1 Let us pray for the GCI Winnipeg congregation as they are transitioning and looking for a new pastor
following the death of Mr. Redman.

1 Let us pray also for all Christians to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which we have been called
(Eph. 4:1). God already loves us. We are His loved children. The response is one of living in his grace, not
to obtain his grace because we already are in His grace!

1 Let us pray often for the leadership in GCl—notably for Mr. Greg Williams president of GCl & the team
who works with him, for Mr. Bill Hall, GCI Canadian Director and the leadership here in Canada, and also
the GCI leaders in other parts of the world.

Called for Relationship, Not Religion

May we never grow weary sharing
that God is a Father we can always
run to.

“Religious people drive me
nuts, always putting others down and
spouting off about their beliefs.” | was
talking to a landscaper who was
helping me with a lawn project when

Rick Shallenberger
he shared an argument he had overheard between two churchgoers about a doctrine their
particular denominations had different views on. | responded by saying, “That's OK, Jesus didn't
think too highly of the religious people in his time.”

About this time the landscaper remembered that he had previously asked what | did for a
living, and | answered that | wrote for a Christian denomination and | was a supervisor/resource
consultant for about 50 pastors. “Oh, I'm sorry,” he said, “I don't normally like religious people, but
you seem easy to talk to and you aren’t trying to change my way of thinking.” | laughed and told him
| wasn't very religious, and in fact | try to avoid religion. “But you are a minister,” he said in surprise.
“Yes, | am, but I'm not very religious. Then | shared with him a quote | had recently read.

1 Religion tells us: | messed up. My Dad is gonna kill me.

1 Gospel tells us: | messed up. | need to call my Dad.

| explained that religion was following a set of rules and trying to please God through obedience,
whereas the gospel was about relationship and seeing God as the Father (Abba, Papa, Dad) he is. He
said he liked the difference between the two, and then proceeded to change the topic. It was clear
he was concerned he had offended me and was getting uncomfortable. We talked about other
things, but | couldn't get the conversation off my mind.

His reaction to religion is one many of us frequently encounter. And I'm not surprised. Please
allow me to explain. | spent a good portion of my life being religious. | can't speak for you, but for me,
this meant | spent most of my life in the first statement above. | was afraid of God's reaction to my
sins, my lack of zeal, my selfishness, my unreligious behavior. | followed the rules (for the most part),
but | believed that wasn't enough. | was supposed to love the law and have full buy-in to all that |
believed was required of me. And | was afraid of failure. Every time | sinned (either by commission or
by omission) | wanted to hide in the garden like Adam and Eve. Except there was no garden and |
knew | couldn’t hide from God. | was leery of being in relationship with God because that meant |
had to be more open and honest with him—which was tough because | knew he could read my



thoughts and | knew that he knew | had questions, doubts, fears, and shame. In other words, he
could clearly see | wasn't the religious person | wanted others to believe | was.

Most of my prayer life was focused on me—constantly asking for forgiveness, pleading with God
to give me a better heart for him, asking him to help me deal with my constant fear, doubt and
shame. | spent a lot of time worrying. Worrying that | would “not make it to the kingdom of God”,
worrying that | would sin just before death and miss out, and hoping that when God looked at my
life the good would outweigh the bad and he would give me a chance. It was all about me, me, me.
Praise be to God, who helped me understand grace, and understand that grace is a person, Jesus,
who took care of my sin. He came to release me from the law of sin and death, which includes fear,
doubt, guilt and shame. | finally came to join Paul in saying, “Thanks be to God, who delivers me
through Jesus Christ or Lord!”

Why is this important?

This is important because many people we encounter are still living under misguided and
misinformed views of God, religiosity and legalistic expressions of Christianity. Many still believe the
lies that they aren’'t good enough, they aren't loved because of..., their sins are too big or too many
for forgiveness, they aren't included. Just like my landscaper friend, many equate Christianity with
religion and believe it is a burden too big for them to deal with. Following is a short list of things we
will encounter as we share God's love and life with others.

Seeing God as a (good) Father is difficult for many to comprehend.

| grew up in an abusive home; many people do. When we refer to God as Father, many don't
see that as a loving intimate relationship. They equate “Father” with fear, anger and animosity. They
grew up trying to gain their dad’'s approval, or spent their time trying to stay out of their dad’s way to
avoid wrath and punishment. This misguided view of God can be read in many Old Testament
stories that seem to support their view of God. Recall the Ethiopian who was reading the Old
Testament and said to Philip, “How can | understand unless someone teaches me?” (Acts 8:31). How
can we teach unless we understand and know who God is? The story of the good Father in the
parable of the prodigal son is a good place to start.

Seeing yourself as a child of a Father who adores you for the unique person you are goes

against many false beliefs about God.

Many believe God won't love them until they conform to his teaching and perform
accordingly. They learn this from home, from school, from coaches and other leaders who seem to
focus more on the negative than the positive. They may want to believe John 3:16, “For God so loved
the world...” but they believe the “world” must refer to someone else—particularly to believers. Many
don't read John 317, which reminds us Jesus did not come to condemn, but to save. Further, they
find difficulty in believing Jesus’ words, “Father forgive them..." relates to most, when so many who
follow Christ seem more inclined to condemn and judge than forgive.

Believing God is for you goes against much of what people are taught in their religious
institutions.

Many are taught God is only for you when you are for him. It's more of a contract than a
relationship. The idea that we love because he first loved us is a challenge to accept when they see
Christians being judgmental and identifying people more because of their lifestyle than who they
are in Christ.

Seeing the difference between the fear of God and being afraid of God is tough for many

to grasp.
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It took me a long time to realize that fear doesn’t always mean being afraid. Fear is also a
sense of awe, a deep reverence, honor and respect. When we understand who God is and that he is
for us with a perfect love, then we can understand the biblical statement, Perfect love casts out fear.

Christianity is not a religion; it is a relationship—a way of life.

Religion tells us we must obey in order to be in relationship. The gospel tells us we are in
relationship and because of that truth we desire to obey. The gospel reveals a Father | can run to
when | mess up. And he doesn’t lay guilt on me - he shows me forgiveness and a better way, which
leads to peace. He holds out his arms and invites me to come in and lay my burdens on him. This is a
difficult truth to get across to people who have been taught that God has a long list of do's and
don'ts that we must follow in order to be in his good graces.

Understanding and admitting you don’t have to have all the answers is freeing.

There are many “Yeah, but...” statements and questions that cannot be answered in a few
sentences. “Yeah but, why did your God of love destroy all but one family in the flood?” “Yeah, but
your God seemed to kill anyone not in agreement with him throughout Israel’'s pilgrimage through
the desert.” “Yeah, but you guys seem incapable of loving and accepting people who don't believe
the way you do.” We can't answer these and many other questions with a short two to three
sentences. It's OK to say, “You know, | have questions as well, and | probably always will. I'm happy to
discuss this further with you, but realize a couple things: One, | can’'t answer every question that you
might have. Two, | look at the Bible as God's story of restoring all humanity through Jesus. It's been a
journey of learning for me, and I'll never have all the answers, but let me tell you what God has done
in my life that has led me to trust him—even when | can't understand every part of the whole story.”

The bottom line
1 People need Jesus, and we are called to share Jesus with them. This is faith going forward.

This is sharing his love and life with others. This is making disciples.

1 It takes time—sometimes lots of time. But God is patient, and he encourages us to be
patient.
1 We may never see the end result. We trust God in the process. He is the savior, the forgiver,




