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I, PAUL, A
FOR CHRIST JESUS ON
OF
YOU
GENTILES— 2
THIS REASON

ASSUMING THAT YOU HAVE HEARD OF

THE STEWARDSHIP OF GOD’S GRACE
THAT WAS GIVEN TO ME FOR YOU, 3

HOW THE MYSTERY WAS MADE KNOWN
TO ME BY REVELATION, AS I HAVE
WRITTEN BRIEFLY. 4 WHEN YOU READ
THIS, YOU CAN PERCEIVE MY INSIGHT
INTO THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST
2

5

WHICH WAS NOT MADE KNOWN TO THE SONS OF
MEN IN OTHER GENERATIONS AS IT HAS NOW
BEEN REVEALED TO HIS HOLY APOSTLES AND
PROPHETS BY THE SPIRIT. 6 THIS MYSTERY IS
THAT
THE
GENTILES ARE FELLOW HEIRS,
MEMBERS OF THE SAME BODY, AND PARTAKERS OF
THE PROMISE IN CHRIST JESUS THROUGH THE
GOSPEL. 7 OF THIS GOSPEL I WAS MADE A
MINISTER ACCORDING TO THE GIFT OF GOD’S
GRACE, WHICH WAS GIVEN ME BY THE WORKING
OF HIS POWER.
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8 To me, though I am the very least of all
the saints, this grace was given, to
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light
for everyone what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things,
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10 so that through the church the manifold
wisdom of God might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 11 This was according to the
eternal purpose that he has realized in
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have
boldness and access with confidence
through our faith in him. 13 So I ask you not
to lose heart over what I am suffering for
you, which is your glory.” (Eph 3:1-13 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE LIVING WORDS OF GOD
PRAISE TO YOU THAT IN YOUR CHURCH
WE ARE INDIVIDUALLY AND
COLLECTIVELY YOUR TEMPLE.
AMEN
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Paul introduces his prayer in Ephesians 3:14-21 by talking about the grace given to
him.
We often think of grace in terms of the gift of our salvation, the gift of eternal life
through Jesus Christ. This is correct but there is more.
The apostle Paul sees grace much more widely than this. He sees the gift of ministry
that he has been given as a gift of grace. He sees himself as a steward of God's grace.
He saw the gift of God's grace given to him as a given responsibility to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ and to bring to light for everyone what is
the plan of the mystery hidden in ages in God who created all things.
He says very clearly that the substance of his preaching is a revelation given to him by
God. He wrote to his audience and to us, who are reading this in our present
generation, that we would be able to perceive and recognize his insight into the
mystery of Christ.
What was revealed to the apostles and to us through his holy apostles and prophets
(prophets of the Old Testament) is something that was not known in previous

generations – under the administration of the old covenant.
This revelation is not from the apostle Paul. This revelation is from God himself. God
is both the Revealer and the Revealed.
It is impossible to know God in our own. It is only through God revealing himself to us
in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit that we can know him.
If we think that we can come to know God outside of his revelation through the
Word, who is Jesus Christ, and come to know him outside his revealed word as found
in the Bible, then we are greatly mistaken. Only God can reveal God. Trying to come
to know God outside of his revelation is a sure path to making God in our own image,
therefore an idol. We are not the centre of revelation of who God is. God is the
centre and the object of his revelation.

This is what Paul is declaring.
The apostle Paul then describes the ministry of Christ which is that the believing
Gentiles are fellow heirs and members of the church of Jesus. Gentiles partake and
share of the same promises in Christ Jesus through the gospel. In other words,
anyone who comes to faith in Jesus Christ becomes part of the body of Christ.
The apostle Paul is very humble about his calling. He realized what kind of a life he
lived before being called by God. He was a persecutor of God's people and because
he was a persecutor of God's people, he was a persecutor of Jesus.
From a human point of view, Paul was a very unlikely candidate to ever be the bearer
of the good news found in Jesus Christ. He had no bragging rights. The ministry he
received was a complete gift of grace. Grace is not inactive.

The following is what Klyne Snodgrass says in the NIV Application Commentary on
Ephesians, on page 171.
Christianity is not a religion of works, but it is still very much a religion of action. A
significant application of this text surely has to do with our understanding of the
gospel and evangelism. For too long people have heard a message that said, “No
action is necessary,” and they have been content to be passive. But you cannot be
Christian and passive.
We must present the gospel as a gospel of action, for grace always brings
responsibility. The gift cannot be separated from the Giver, and the Giver is a

worker. We need a new understanding of grace, though understanding alone is not
enough. Somewhere in the mystery of the relation between God and his people the
human will remains important. We are responsible for our actions, and we must
choose to act. In the gospel we find a new Lord to whom we give ourselves and
from whom we take our direction. That involves our will. Grace comes as gift, but it
enlists us and empowers us. We become stewards of grace, responsible for showing
others how it works. Like all gifts from God, it is directed out to other people. Grace
engages us, calls us, pushes us, develops us, and gives us a ministry. Ministry is the
gift of God’s power at work in us for managing grace.
Snodgrass, Klyne. Ephesians (The NIV Application Commentary Book 10) (pp. 171172). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
“7 ¶ The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded
for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since
love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without
grumbling. 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God’s varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of
God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in
order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” (1Pe 4:7-11 ESV)
Whatever gift God has given us we are to use to serve others. Everything is supplied
by God. We are to humbly to recognize this and not think that they are of our own
making.

PAUL'S PRAYER
“14 ¶ FOR

THIS REASON I BOW MY KNEES BEFORE THE FATHER, 15
FROM WHOM EVERY FAMILY IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH IS NAMED, 16
THAT ACCORDING TO THE RICHES OF HIS GLORY HE MAY GRANT YOU
TO BE STRENGTHENED WITH POWER THROUGH HIS SPIRIT IN YOUR
INNER BEING, 17 SO THAT CHRIST MAY DWELL IN YOUR HEARTS
THROUGH FAITH—THAT YOU, BEING ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN LOVE,
18 MAY HAVE STRENGTH TO COMPREHEND WITH ALL THE SAINTS
WHAT IS THE BREADTH AND LENGTH AND HEIGHT AND DEPTH, 19 AND
TO KNOW THE LOVE OF CHRIST THAT SURPASSES KNOWLEDGE, THAT
YOU MAY BE FILLED WITH ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD. 20 NOW TO
HIM WHO IS ABLE TO DO FAR MORE ABUNDANTLY THAN ALL THAT WE
ASK OR THINK, ACCORDING TO THE POWER AT WORK WITHIN US,”
(EPH 3:14-20 ESV)
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• (1CO 12:1-11 ESV) “1 ¶ NOW CONCERNING SPIRITUAL
GIFTS, BROTHERS, I DO NOT WANT YOU TO BE UNINFORMED.
2 YOU KNOW THAT WHEN YOU WERE PAGANS YOU WERE LED
ASTRAY TO MUTE IDOLS, HOWEVER YOU WERE LED. 3
THEREFORE I WANT YOU TO UNDERSTAND THAT NO ONE
SPEAKING IN THE SPIRIT OF GOD EVER SAYS “JESUS IS
ACCURSED!” AND NO ONE CAN SAY “JESUS IS LORD” EXCEPT
IN THE HOLY SPIRIT. 4 NOW THERE ARE VARIETIES OF GIFTS,
BUT THE SAME SPIRIT; 5 AND THERE ARE VARIETIES OF
SERVICE, BUT THE SAME LORD; 6 AND THERE ARE VARIETIES
OF ACTIVITIES, BUT IT IS THE SAME GOD WHO EMPOWERS
THEM ALL IN EVERYONE.
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7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance
of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to
distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11
All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit,
who apportions to each one individually as he wills.”
(1Co 12:1-11 ESV)
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The point is God’s grace empowers us to serve God and others.
The apostle Paul realized the importance of the church. It is through the church that
the wisdom of God is made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places.
As we look at other places in God's word, it is through the church, rooted in Jesus
Christ through the Holy Spirit and through the teachings of the prophets and apostles
that the eternal purpose of God is made known . God the Father has realized his
purpose in Christ Jesus.
As we follow Christ, we remember he gladly suffered for the people he was serving.
The apostle Paul treasured his calling. It was the most important thing in his life. It is
reflected in his prayer for people in the church.

Value the treasure. Surely the most important application of this text is in
reproducing Paul’s attitude toward the revelation that has come in Christ. If we do
not value the gospel as revelation from God for us, it will not impact our lives. All of

us live out of a system of values, often so unconsciously that we cannot even
analyze whether the values deserve to be valued. (Snodgrass, Klyne. Ephesians (The
NIV Application Commentary Book 10) (pp. 169-170). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. )
It is important for us. God to give us the insight to value God's revelation.
The focus in Ephesians on “the rulers and authorities” has to do with evil powers, not
good angels or human institutions. This verse should thus be understood in the
context of the display of God’s glory even to those who oppose him. In 1:19–22 and
Colossians 2:15, Paul announces the defeat of the powers in Christological terms,
based on the cross and resurrection. Here he does not need to repeat this
announcement. Rather, he focuses on the majesty of God demonstrated in the unity
of Jews and Gentiles. The church’s very existence and conduct are making known
how great God’s plan of salvation is—both to people and to the powers. This gives an
unparalleled importance to the church.
Snodgrass, Klyne. Ephesians (The NIV Application Commentary Book 10) (p. 164).
Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
This gives us an important introduction to Paul’s prayer on their behalf.

“14 ¶ For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,
15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he
may grant you to be strengthened with power through
his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and
grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do far
more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according
to the power at work within us,” (Eph 3:14-20 ESV)
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We see three things he prayed for
• the Spirit’s power,
• Christ’s indwelling,
• and fullness
Which can be summarize in one thing – that they (and by extension – we) may be
empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Paul talks about God the Father 42 times in his writings. Eight of these are found in
Ephesians
God the Father is the Father of Jesus Christ but he is the Father of all humanity
because, as Paul said to the Athenians before the statue of the unknown God that it
is in him that we have our being (Acts 17).
The apostle Paul is praying that they be strengthened by the Spirit so that they will
know for sure that they have an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ – that they
may know that Christ lives in them and love them dearly.
He prays that they would be profoundly convinced in their inner selves that this is real

and true.
We know that the church is the temple of the Holy Spirit. The apostle Paul is also
praying that we may know individually that we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, that we
are the temple of the Holy Spirit.
Knowing with certainty that Christ dwells in us, we also know that we are grounded in
love. This is not love as the world defines it which permits anything but love as God's
defines it and which is found in him.

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins.” (1Jo 4:10 ESV)
“5 ¶ And now I ask you, dear lady—not as though I were writing you a new
commandment, but the one we have had from the beginning—that we love one
another. 6 And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is
the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, so that you should
walk in it.” (2Jo 1:5-6 ESV)

This love rooted in Christ transforms us. God transforms us.
The world may perceive this love as not being love but in the church, we ought to
recognize it as the love of God.
The true gift is Christ himself. He is the treasure – the valued treasure.
The apostle Paul prays for all the saints. Christianity is not individualistic. We belong
to one another. When we belong to Jesus, in whatever denomination we are in, even
if we understand some secondary things differently, we are still brothers in the Lord
united to one another in Jesus. The apostle Paul prays for all the church.
The thought of Colossians 2:9–10 is parallel: God’s fullness dwells in Christ and in
him Christians are made full. The implication in Ephesians is that as believers
encounter God’s love in Christ, they will be filled with love. Snodgrass, Klyne.
Ephesians (The NIV Application Commentary Book 10) (p. 182). Zondervan. Kindle
Edition.
The apostle Paul finishes his prayer by praising God. God in us is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we ask or think according to the power at work within us.
The power within us is God himself.

Belonging and being placed in the church, the body of Christ, is not to be self-serving.
God wants us to participate in what he is doing in our world. We are to be open to
the leading of the Holy Spirit. We are to trust him in all that we do.
All the glory goes to the Father in the church as we are united to Jesus. This is so for
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Some of the first nations, when they go through difficult times will drum, sing, pray
and fast for four days. They are passionate for what they believe. There are so many
other example of people being passionate for what they do. We just need to think of
the professional athletes and the sacrifices they made to attain their level of
performance.
How much more we, as God's people ought to be passionate because we have been
called by God himself and indwelt by him. Let us pray, as we participate in Christ, to
know where we need to be active in God's service, in serving one another in the
church and serving those in the world who are still blinded to the wonderful love of
God. And let us remember that we are not to depend on our strength but on the
strength given to us by God the Father himself in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit.
How privileged we are!

Let us value, worship and adore the treasure given to us by God the Father – His very
Son, of Jesus-Christ – our Lord, Savior and King of kings.
Let us pray

