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JESUS ADDRESSING HIS DISCIPLES

BRANCH OF MINE THAT DOES NOT BEAR
FRUIT
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TAKES
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AND
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BRANCH THAT DOES BEAR FRUIT HE
PRUNES, THAT IT MAY BEAR MORE

FRUIT. 3 ALREADY YOU ARE
BECAUSE OF THE WORD THAT
SPOKEN TO YOU.

CLEAN
I HAVE

2

4 ABIDE IN ME, AND I IN YOU. AS THE BRANCH
CANNOT BEAR FRUIT BY ITSELF, UNLESS IT ABIDES
IN THE VINE, NEITHER CAN YOU, UNLESS YOU
ABIDE IN ME. 5 I AM THE VINE; YOU ARE THE
BRANCHES. WHOEVER ABIDES IN ME AND I IN HIM,
HE IT IS THAT BEARS MUCH FRUIT, FOR APART
FROM ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING. 6 IF ANYONE DOES

NOT ABIDE IN ME HE IS THROWN AWAY LIKE A
BRANCH AND WITHERS; AND THE BRANCHES ARE
GATHERED, THROWN INTO THE FIRE, AND BURNED.
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7 IF
YOU,

YOU ABIDE IN ME, AND MY WORDS ABIDE IN
ASK WHATEVER YOU WISH, AND IT WILL BE

DONE FOR YOU. 8 BY THIS MY FATHER IS GLORIFIED,
THAT YOU BEAR MUCH FRUIT AND SO PROVE TO BE
MY DISCIPLES.
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9 ¶ As the Father has loved me, so have I loved
you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just
as I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. 11 These things I have
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and
that your joy may be full.” (Joh 15:1-11 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE
LIVING, LOVING GOD
THANK YOU FOR TEACHING AND
ENCOURAGING US TO REMAIN IN
JESUS!
AMEN
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In this passage of Scripture, Jesus is speaking specifically to his disciples, the ones
God has called and who have come to him.
During this sermon, we are going to stop and think about the content of this very
powerful allegory Jesus used to teach his disciples.

This passage of Scripture is an allegory. Merriam-Webster dictionary defines allegory
for students in the following manner: "a story in which the characters and events
are symbols that stand for truths about human life"
(http://www.wordcentral.com/cgi-bin/student?book=Student&va=allegory).
The following is the context of this allegory. (Next slide)

1. John 13 - Jesus washes the disciples' feet;
2.
his betrayal;
3.
a new commandment on how to love one
another;
4.
the foretelling of Peter's denial
5. John 14 – Jesus Is the Way, and the Truth the Life;
6.
The promised coming of the Holy Spirit;
7. John 15 – I Am the True Vine, Jesus said;
8.
the hatred of the world
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The main point of the image is clear
enough: the intimate union of believers
with Jesus. The disciple's very life
depends on this union. As branches,
believers either bear fruit and are pruned
to bear more fruit or do not bear fruit and
are thrown away and burned.
(From

IVP New Testament commentaries on June
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/IVPNT/John/Jesus-Calls-Disciples-Remain)
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““I am the true vine, and my Father
is the vinedresser.” (Joh 15:1 ESV)
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Jesus begins this allegory by defining who he is and who the Father is. The disciples
were well aware of the image of divine.
The vine was an image of Israel.

“1 ¶ Let me sing for my beloved my love song
concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of
stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a
watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine
vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it
yielded wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of
Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and
my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my
vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked
for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?”
(Isa 5:1-4 ESV)
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“FOR THE VINEYARD OF THE LORD OF HOSTS IS
THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND THE MEN OF JUDAH
ARE HIS PLEASANT PLANTING; AND HE LOOKED
FOR JUSTICE, BUT BEHOLD, BLOODSHED; FOR
RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT BEHOLD, AN OUTCRY!” (ISA
5:7 ESV)
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The nation of Israel and the tribe of Judah were not faithful to God.
Jesus, born a Jew, says that he is the true vine. In other words, he is the true
representative of Israel, Israel being a type of the world. He came to do what Israel
could never do. The law given at Mount Sinai was given to identify sin and to point to
Jesus who is the fulfilment of the law.
Jesus redefines who the true vine is. The true vine is himself. He also tells us that God
the Father is the vinedresser. The vinedresser is one who cultivates and prunes
grapevines. This is a revealing analogy because we see in the Godhead, in the Trinity,
in the oneness of God’s being in three persons, that God the Father and Jesus have
different functions. Jesus was made man to represent all of us.
In becoming the true vine, Jesus did not reject Israel and the tribe of Judah because
the vinedresser, God the Father, send his Son to the earth not to condemn the world
but to save the world promising that anyone who would come to faith in Jesus would
inherit eternal life.

•
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We see the grace of God prophesied in this Psalm.
This is both an answered prayer and a prophecy of the coming of Jesus as the true
vine. This is a prophecy of Jesus, the God-Man sitting at the right hand of the Father.
After having identified himself and having identified the role of God the Father, he
goes to talk about the branches on the vine.
The branches on the vine are the disciples.
As we read these verses, it is important that we understand that we are justified by
Jesus and we are sanctified and made holy by him. The apostle Paul tells us very
clearly in 1 Corinthians that Jesus is both our righteousness and our sanctification.
What Jesus is telling us, is that it’s when we become his disciples, that we are to live
as his children. We are born again. We are given a new life. In the freedom that God
has given us, we are to participate in the new life given us. We are not to stifle it. The
Bible is filled with commandments and instructions on how we are to live in Christ. In
these instructions,, we are not to fall back on ourselves because we cannot save

ourselves. Our dependence is completely in Jesus.
When he talks about the branches, he says very clearly that we are expected to bear
fruit. If the branches do not bear fruit, they are thrown away.
Those branches that bear fruit, the vinedresser, God the Father, will prune so it will
bear more fruit.
We have a vine in the backyard. We’ve had it for years. Every year, we cut out the
dead branches and throw them away. We also prune what has life so that it will bear
more fruit. And it works!.
The allegory of the relationship between the true vine, Jesus, and the branches, his
disciples, is something brand-new as this analogy is not used anywhere else in the
Bible. In other words, Jesus introduces something new here. He introduces our
intimate relationship with him.
He encourages the disciples that they have already been made clean by Jesus. We
remember that he told this allegory to his disciples just before his death.
What Jesus told his disciples applies to us as well.
He tells us in this allegory what is needed to produce fruit.

• “5 I AM THE VINE; YOU ARE THE BRANCHES. WHOEVER
ABIDES IN ME AND I IN HIM, HE IT IS THAT BEARS MUCH
FRUIT, FOR APART FROM ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING. 6 IF
ANYONE DOES NOT ABIDE IN ME HE IS THROWN AWAY
LIKE A BRANCH AND WITHERS; AND THE BRANCHES ARE
GATHERED, THROWN INTO THE FIRE, AND BURNED. 7 IF
YOU ABIDE IN ME, AND MY WORDS ABIDE IN YOU, ASK
WHATEVER YOU WISH, AND IT WILL BE DONE FOR YOU.”
(JOH 15:5-7 ESV)
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To produce fruit, it is absolutely necessary to remain in Jesus. If we don’t remain in
Jesus, Jesus tells us that we will be thrown into the fire and burned.
Jesus here is talking to people who are already abiding in him. He is not talking to
those who “appear” to abide in him. This warning certainly goes with the warning
found in Hebrews which is the following, “26 For if we go on sinning deliberately
after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for
sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume
the adversaries.” (Heb 10:26-27 ESV).
The apostle John was inspired to write this gospel also wrote the following, “16 So
we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 ¶ By this is love
perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment,
because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect
love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
been perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us.” (1Jo 4:16-19 ESV).
We have freedom in Christ, freedom to abide/remain or not ab/not remain.

How do we know we abide in Jesus?
He makes it very clear how we are to abide in him. In verse 10, he tells us clearly, "if
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father's commandments and abide in his love.
We need to realize that obeying and keeping God's word is not legalism. Since God is
love, what he tells us to do is always for our good. God is our Creator and he knows
better than us how we are to conduct our lives.
As indicated before, the New Testament gives us many commandments on how to be
in relationship with God and with neighbour. It is always based on love for God, love
for self and love for neighbour.
The relationship God permits us to have with him is one of union. There are no
relationships more intimate than this. It is a relationship of mutual abiding, of mutual
indwelling. The Bible tells us that we live in him and he lives in us.
It is very important to realize that we do not in some way merge and become
identical with God. We become united with Jesus, the perfect human in heaven who
is both God and man. Our destiny is to become the man Jesus but be like the man
Jesus. This means that at the resurrection, we will keep our identity forever!
What is the fruit God will produce in us by abiding in Jesus? (next slide)
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Being branches attached to the vine, Jesus, it is obvious that the fruit is the life of God
within us.
The fruit produced in us will be the manifestation of his life and love.
As the IVP New Testament commentaries on John 15 says, “but the disciples
themselves must make an effort to remain. Remaining is not simply believing in
him though that is crucial, but includes being in union with him, sharing his
thoughts, emotions, intentions and power. In a relationship both parties must be
engaged. The divine (God) must take the initiative and provide the means and the
ability for the union to take place, but it cannot happen without the response of
the disciple. ’
The Bible tells us that we are to follow in the steps of Jesus. One very central thing
that Jesus did, is that he obeyed God the Father perfectly and never deviated from his
will, even once. Jesus has lived for us. We are saved by grace alone through faith
alone. Our way of participating is that of the children of God doing our best to honour
him and to listen to him in all that we do. We are to keep his word and live by what
he tells us.

People are able to do great deceptive things apart from Jesus. We are told there
would be false christs who would do wonders and deceive people “False christs and
false prophets will arise and perform signs and wonders, to lead astray, if possible,
the elect.” (Mr 13:22 ESV). Their life is not rooted in Christ.
We cannot reproduce God’s life in ourselves without abiding in Christ no more than a
branch can have life without being attached to the vine. This divine life can only be
given to us by God.
Our God is going to produce fruit by pruning. We are not perfect. God is in the work
of perfecting us. In the Bible, this is called sanctification. We will see his finished work
at the resurrection of our bodies. We all have things in our lives , some we see and
some we don’t, that need to be corrected. There are areas in our lives that are not in
keeping with the life of God. When God sees false growths in our lives, he will not let
us as we are. He loves us as we are but he will not leave us as we are. Like a
vinedresser or a great potter, he is going to work out the imperfections found in us.
The book of Hebrews talks about the fact that believers are disciplined as children
(see Hebrews 12).
The purpose of this pruning, although difficult at the time, is that we can produce
more fruit, more of His life in us.
There are many blessings given by remaining in Jesus:
• By abiding, we share in God’s holiness.
• We will be loved by God the Father and God will manifest himself to us (John
14:21)
• God makes his home in us as we love him by obeying what he commands (John
14:23)
• God will give us his peace. This is great peace, the peace of God himself will be our
experience even if the surroundings may be troublesome (Philippians 4:9).
• God will also give us his joy. The joy of the kingdom of God is beyond drinking and
eating. It is the “righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Ro 14:17)
• Our assurance will be strong [5 ¶ For this very reason, make every effort to
supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge
with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with
godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with

love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from
being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. [2 Peter]
• We are no longer slaves but God calls us friends because what Jesus has heard
from the Father he is making known to us!
• God will answer our prayers as we pray in his gracious will! [John 15:16]
By living a life of obedience to Jesus, by living in him, we will love one another
[John 15:17]
What a privilege it is to be called by God the Father and being able to come to Jesus
at this time.
Let us adore him and praise him!
Let us pray

