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“19 ¶ ON

THE EVENING OF THAT DAY,

THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, THE
DOORS BEING LOCKED WHERE THE

DISCIPLES WERE FOR FEAR OF THE

SCRIPTURE JEWS, JESUS CAME AND STOOD AMONG
READING: THEM AND SAID TO THEM, “PEACE BE

WITH YOU.” 20 WHEN HE HAD SAID
THIS, HE SHOWED THEM HIS HANDS AND
HIS SIDE. THEN THE DISCIPLES WERE
GLAD WHEN THEY SAW THE LORD.

JESUS' LOVE AND HIS SENDING

2

21 JESUS SAID TO THEM AGAIN, “PEACE BE WITH
YOU. AS THE FATHER HAS SENT ME, EVEN SO I AM
SENDING YOU.” 22 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE
BREATHED ON THEM AND SAID TO THEM, “RECEIVE
THE HOLY SPIRIT. 23 IF YOU FORGIVE THE SINS OF
ANYONE, THEY ARE FORGIVEN; IF YOU WITHHOLD
FORGIVENESS FROM ANYONE, IT IS WITHHELD.” 24
NOW THOMAS, ONE OF THE TWELVE, CALLED THE
TWIN, WAS NOT WITH THEM WHEN JESUS CAME. 25
SO THE OTHER DISCIPLES TOLD HIM, “WE HAVE SEEN
THE LORD.” BUT HE SAID TO THEM, “UNLESS I SEE IN
HIS HANDS THE MARK OF THE NAILS, AND PLACE MY
FINGER INTO THE MARK OF THE NAILS, AND PLACE MY
HAND INTO HIS SIDE, I WILL NEVER BELIEVE.”
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26 ¶ EIGHT

DAYS LATER, HIS DISCIPLES WERE

INSIDE AGAIN, AND THOMAS WAS WITH THEM.
ALTHOUGH THE DOORS WERE LOCKED, JESUS CAME
AND STOOD AMONG THEM AND SAID, “PEACE BE
WITH YOU.” 27 THEN HE SAID TO THOMAS, “PUT
YOUR FINGER HERE, AND SEE MY HANDS; AND PUT

OUT YOUR HAND, AND PLACE IT IN MY SIDE. DO NOT
DISBELIEVE, BUT BELIEVE.” 28 THOMAS ANSWERED
HIM,

“MY LORD
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29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have
believed.” 30 Now Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; 31 but
these are written so that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in
his name.” (Joh 20:19-31 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE
LIVING GOD
THANK YOU JESUS FOR BEING SO
LOVING, PATIENT AND MERCIFUL!
AMEN
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During today’s sermon, we will focus on the attitude of Jesus towards his disciples
and secondarily on the attitude of his disciples.
As we read in John 20:19, on the Sunday evening, the disciples of Jesus were all
together. The apostle John writes that they were all behind closed and locked doors.
They were frightened and scared for their own lives. They realized what the Jews had
done in their rebellious attitude towards Jesus having handed him over to Pontius
Pilate to be crucified, the worst death that could be inflicted on anyone at that time.
Dr. Luke, in the 24th chapter of his Gospel writing, reports that Mary Magdalene,
Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women had gone to the tomb.
They were told that Jesus was risen from the dead.
They went and told they saw and heard to the apostles and other disciple of Jesus
who were with them. The reports of the women seemed to them an idle, frivolous
tale. They did not believe them. Luke reports that Peter rose and ran to the tomb;
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and they went home
marveling at what had happened.

They knew very well that no one was able to survive the Roman crucifixion. It was
hard for them to wrap their minds around the fact that Jesus had come back to life.
He had told them before that he would die and be resurrected after three days. These
words were beyond their grasp because to them these words appeared impossible.
They were gathered together as per Jesus instructions. Matthew 28:7 says the
following, “‘Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead,
and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have
told you.” (Mt 28:7 ESV)

What do we know about some of these men, about the apostles?
Except for John, every one of the disciples forsook and deserted Jesus at the time of
his greatest need. Peter had betrayed him. They had all fallen asleep when Jesus was
in agony in Gethsemane before facing the cup (his crucifixion) or the ordeal that was
waiting for him.
As we look at Jesus, we need to remember the purpose of his coming and why he
died. Out of love, and from love, he died so sinners could be saved. He died for us
when we were dead, rebellious and serving our flesh.

He died for the disciples and for all others because of love. God does not need
anything from us. He simply wants to share his loving relationship with all of us! He
had chosen apostles and disciples to be the messengers of this wonderful good news.

When Jesus came to visit his frightened disciples in this place with all the doors
locked, should we be surprised by his words and attitudes towards them?
Jesus did not berate, criticized or rebuked them. He did not condemn them. He did
not call them names. He did not say to them words such as, “You bunch of wimps,
why did you desert me in my greatest time of need?” Instead, on that Sunday
evening, he came and stood among them and said, “peace be with you”.
Can we begin to imagine how reassuring those words were! No guilt trip! Warm
words of reassurance and acceptance! Words of love!
Jesus knew how weak they were. He knew how troubled they were. He knew that
they feared for their lives. He reassured them.
The tension, the fear and the anxiety must have gone noticeably down in that room. I
imagine that from fear and concern, an attitude of joy began to settle.

He showed them that he was not a ghost, that he was for real. He showed them the
marks in his hands and his side.
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The words of Jesus were words of life. They saw concrete proof that Jesus was who
he said he was. He was really the Messiah. He was really the Son of Man. He was
really the eternal Son of God, the Creator by whom everything exists as per God the
Father's instruction and direction.
He began to transform their lives from being men filled with trepidation and fear to
men gaining confidence not in themselves but in the Lord of life. They were attracted
by his love.
They felt valued by the most important man in the universe, the God man – Jesus.
We witness the character of God - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, etc. All the various attributes of God are seen in Jesus Christ
because he is God of the same essence as God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.
It's interesting to note that Jesus said, "Peace be with you" twice.

•
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After telling them a second time, “Peace be with you”, he gives them the great
commission. His great commission was not only told to the apostles but also to the
other disciples who were in that room. He told them that he was passing along to
them the same commission, the same responsibility that he had received from God
the Father. He told them as the Father had sent him into the world, likewise he was
sending them into the world to bear witness of who God is and who Jesus is. They
would be empowered by God himself, the Holy Spirit.
This is a responsibility that God has given to everyone who follows him. The apostles
were given a very special role. They would be the earthly leaders in spearheading this
great commission. In his church, the Holy Spirit has given different gifts to different
members to fulfil the great commission on earth.
Looking at the inspired word of God, we can look at a few verses which capture the
responsibility we were given as we participate in the fulfilment of this great
commission.

• 14 “YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. A
CITY SET ON A HILL CANNOT BE HIDDEN. 15
NOR DO PEOPLE LIGHT A LAMP AND PUT IT
UNDER A BASKET, BUT ON A STAND, AND IT
GIVES LIGHT TO ALL IN THE HOUSE. 16 IN
THE SAME WAY, LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE
BEFORE OTHERS, SO THAT THEY MAY SEE
YOUR GOOD WORKS AND GIVE GLORY TO
YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN.”
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It is interesting that we are to let our light shine before others by the good works
that we do. Ephesians 2:10 tells us, “We are God’s workmanship, created in Jesus
Christ for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in
them.”
We are saved by faith through grace. This is not our doing; it is the gift of God. It is not
the result of works, so that no one may boast.

God has not created us to be idle in the mission field. He has called us to be active
doing the work that he is prepared for us. Jesus was sent out by the Father in love so
our good works are to be performed in love as well. The good works are meant to
give glory to God the Father.
We are not called to hide from the world. We are called to be in the world but not of
the world. We are not to fear the world. We are to live in the world in the love of God
empowered by the Holy Spirit.
How could it be otherwise because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts

freely by him as we believe in him.
The next verse is just as powerful..

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for his own possession,
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him
who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.” (1Pe 2:9 ESV)
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Talking to the disciples, the apostle Peter talks about our identity . We belong to God.
The reason we belong to God and because we belong to him, we can proclaim his
excellencies by letting others know of our story of how we were called out of
darkness into the marvelous light of our great God and high priest Jesus Christ.
By these two verses, because we belong to God, we are to do good works and we are
to not be afraid to proclaim how great God is to others.
I would like to show you a clip of a video that illustrates this very well. It is a video clip
from Mohammad Yamout, a missionary in South Lebanon. He is 49 years old. To give
you a brief overview of his background, he was left by his father when he was a child.
His mother had to support the family and consequently she was not very present in
his life. He was a child of the street. At the age of six, he began to attend Sunday
school in the Middle East where he lived. He attended every Sunday until about the
age of 12 or 14. Being of a Muslim background, in his early teenage years, he went
and attended Muslim religious services. He read the Koran and found it empty,
discouraging and giving no answers to the important questions of life. He return to
church.

Very early on, he was so excited about Jesus that he would tell most everyone he met
about him.
To make a long story short, he was threatened with death. He was evangelizing in the
streets with his friend. His friend got killed. His pastor organized his emigration to
North America. He began by going to a Christian university studying
theology/ministry. He changed and took a business degree. He became a successful
businessman.
Called by God, he then left everything and went back to the Middle East. He began
attending a small church of five or six people of mostly women. It did not take long
that the church grew to about 100. Again, he went in the street and shared the good
news of Jesus Christ.
A pastor then took over this congregation and he went back to business for a short
time until God called him again to the ministry. These transitions from business to the
ministry were sometimes very difficult. There were times where he erected walls of
resistance to God. God made it clear to him where he was calling him. His is an
amazing story. You can listen to his testimony @
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zcBOxnXlkkM. He was definitely given the gift of
evangelism. As we listen to this clip, it’s important to realize God has gifted his people
in his church with different gifts. We are not all evangelists but we can all share our
story. What he has to say it is very inspiring.
He exemplifies both good works and the declaration of God's excellencies. (Time:
21:38-26.57)

Again, we are not all gifted as he is. We do not live in the Middle East or Africa. We
live in North America where the social environment is very different. We are given
the responsibility to be Christ ambassadors wherever we live.
I wanted to show this short video to show how it reflects the love of Jesus Christ. The
commission that God has given us as a church is to be done tangibly with good works
and also with our words. With some, it would be sharing your story and for others, it
may be answering their questions so we can share in the hope that is within us found
in Jesus, explained in the Bible.
This commission is daunting as human beings. However, we are not left alone. If we
have fear and trepidation about our calling, we need to realize that God began his
work with people like us who were frail and feeble. He continues to do his work today
is us. The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus is the one who empowers us.
As we look at the life of the apostles, their life prior to conversion was not much
different than ours. They took care of their families. They worked. God called them
for a very special mission. We can identify with some of their thoughts and feelings.
At first, they were scared. They shied away from the world. They wanted to huddle

together. They were wondering what was going to happen to them.
When they met Jesus, everything changed. He promised he would send them a
counsellor, just like him in the person of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit came to them
on the day of Pentecost. Their life was revolutionized. Thomas who doubted the
resurrection became a believer and acknowledge that Jesus was God.
We need to remember that God is in charge of his work and he places us in his body
where he wants us. We are given different gifts. Consequently, in different ways,
we have all been called to do good works of love which he has prepared for us to do
in advance. We have all been called to declare the praises of God. We have all been
called to value people because God does.

•
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From reading John 20, we are reassured of Jesus’ love, of God’s love towards us. He
says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you
will find rest for your soul. (Matt 11:28-29)
As God’s people, we have the privilege of knowing that we are his children. He is our
Father.
We serve a loving God. Because he is love, we are to love him and love others.
We show love to God and to others by following his commandments. He is our Lord.
In his one being, in His Trinity, God has many loving attributes. As we live our life
everyday, we remember the character of God as we go about participating in his work
on earth.
• He is holy.
• He is omnipotent. God's ultimate will is never frustrated by evil, so there is peace
and confidence in the face of suffering for those who trust God.
• He is sovereign.
• He is omniscient meaning that all God’s thoughts and actions are perfectly

informed by perfect knowledge, so that he is perfectly trustworthy.
• He is wise.
• He is love.
• He has wrath. He intensely hates and responds with anger to all sin and rebellion.
God hates sin. In the age to come, there will not be one trace of sin left. “54 When
the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality,
then shall come to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in
victory.’ 55 ‘O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?’ 56 The
sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.” (1Co 15:54–56 ESV)
When we look at the attitude of Jesus towards those first apostles and disciples, we
ought to be very reassured of God’s attitude towards us and how he perceives others,
even our enemies. We are privileged to have been called to participate with him and
in him in his great of salvation.
We have been given a great calling not to keep it to ourselves but to share it with
others as we are led by God’s Holy Spirit!
Let us pray to praise him and to continue to receive his wisdom and love.

