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HEB 9: “11 BUT

WHEN

CHRIST

APPEARED AS A HIGH PRIEST OF THE

GOOD THINGS THAT HAVE COME, THEN

SCRIPTURE
READING:
HEBREWS 9:1114 AND MARK
12:28-34

THROUGH THE GREATER AND MORE

PERFECT TENT (NOT MADE WITH HANDS,
THAT IS, NOT OF THIS CREATION)

12

HE

ENTERED ONCE FOR ALL INTO THE HOLY
PLACES, NOT BY MEANS OF THE BLOOD
OF GOATS AND CALVES BUT BY MEANS

OF HIS OWN BLOOD, THUS SECURING AN
ETERNAL REDEMPTION.
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13 FOR IF THE SPRINKLING OF DEFILED

PERSONS WITH THE BLOOD OF GOATS AND
BULLS AND WITH THE ASHES OF A HEIFER
SANCTIFIES FOR THE PURIFICATION OF THE
FLESH, 14 HOW MUCH MORE WILL THE
BLOOD OF CHRIST, WHO THROUGH THE
ETERNAL SPIRIT OFFERED HIMSELF
WITHOUT BLEMISH TO GOD, PURIFY OUR
CONSCIENCE FROM DEAD WORKS TO SERVE
THE LIVING GOD.” (HEB 9:11-14 ESV)
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Mark 12: “28 ¶ And one of the scribes came
up and heard them disputing with one another,
and seeing that he answered them well, asked
him, “Which commandment is the most
important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The
most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord
our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind and with
all your strength.’
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31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.” 32 And the
scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You
have truly said that he is one, and there is no
other besides him. 33 And to love him with all
the heart and with all the understanding and
with all the strength, and to love one’s
neighbor as oneself, is much more than all
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

CALLED TO BE SAINTS

5

Prayer is a very important part of our Christian life. As we look at this passage of
Scripture today, we need to be cognizant of God's role in our prayer life.
While Jesus was on the earth and became incarnate in our human flesh, he always
prayed to God the Father. In fact, he came to the earth to do the Father's will as the
perfect man in our place to redeem us from the terrible consequences of sin which are
not only physical death but also eternal death.

34 And when Jesus saw that he answered
wisely, he said to him, “You are not far
from the kingdom of God.” And after that
no one dared to ask him any more
questions.” (Mr 12:28-34 ESV)
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THESE ARE THE LIVING WORDS OF
GOD.
THANK YOU JESUS FOR BEING THE
ULTIMATE LOVING SACRIFICE FOR US
AMEN!
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On November 1 of every year the Roman Catholic Church and some Protestant
churches celebrate all Saints Day.
This holiday is celebrated by billions of people around the world. The Eastern Orthodox
Church celebrates this special time on the first Sunday after Pentecost.

Where does it originate?
Britannica.com says the following:
All Saints’ Day, also called All Hallows’ Day, Hallowmas, or Feast of All Saints, in the
Christian Church, a day commemorating all the saints of the church, both known and
unknown, who have attained heaven. ... In Roman Catholicism, the feast is usually a
holy day of obligation.
The origin of All Saints’ Day cannot be traced with certainty, and it has been observed
on various days in different places.
- A feast of all martyrs was kept on May 13 in the Eastern Church according to
Ephraem Syrus (died c. 373), which may have determined the choice of May 13 by

Pope Boniface IV when he dedicated the Pantheon (temple of all the gods) in Rome
as a church in honour of the Blessed Virgin and all martyrs in 609.
- The first evidence for the November 1 date of celebration and of the broadening of
the festival to include all saints as well as all martyrs occurred during the reign of
Pope Gregory III (731–741), who dedicated a chapel in St. Peter’s, Rome, on
November 1 in honour of all saints.
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica

Can one qualify to be a saint? What does the Bible have to say about this? Today, we
are going to briefly examine this question.
When the word “saint” is pronounced, what comes to the mind of most people?
From the religious tradition I come from, “saints” were very special people. They were
special persons canonized, made into saints, by the church. They had to have at least
three miracles assigned to their names as a result of people praying to them. The
highest hierarchy of the church being, the head of the church I used to attend, made
the final determination of who were the saints, whether or not they qualified for these
titles, etc.
In this tradition, saints were very special people and the common folks like us did not
dream of ever attaining that status.
My preoccupation at that time was doing enough to avoid purgatory, which in my mind
I could never be good enough to escape. Purgatory is a temporary place of purification
after one dies before entering into heaven. The purification was by fire. It was a better
alternative than my worst fear which was going to burn in hell for eternity.
When I learned who a saint is, from the biblical point of view—what a relief and peace
of mind God gave me!
So what is a saint from a biblical point of view? This will be the topic of this sermon.

DEFINITION OF A SAINT
• “7 SHOW

US YOUR STEADFAST LOVE,

GRANT US YOUR SALVATION.

O LORD,

AND

8 ¶ LET ME HEAR
WHAT GOD THE LORD WILL SPEAK, FOR HE WILL
SPEAK PEACE TO HIS PEOPLE, TO HIS SAINTS; BUT
LET THEM NOT TURN BACK TO FOLLY.” (PS 85:7-8
ESV)
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Being called a saint is a gift. From what we read in the Bible, the saint is a person
whom God, by his initiative, has set apart (sanctified) for his purposes.
In the Old Testament, the nation of Israel was set apart for God’s purposes. We read in
several places that the nation of Israel is a nation set apart by God for his holy
purposes.
“1 ¶ ‘You are the sons of the LORD your God. You shall not cut yourselves or make
any baldness on your foreheads for the dead. 2 For you are a people holy to the
LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a people for his treasured
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.’ [De 14:1–2 ESV]
Israel did not do anything to have the special favour from the Lord. God, out of all the
nations, decided to make this nation holy to himself for his divine purposes.
In the New Testament, we find the same thing. The word saint is found 55 times. God
inspired words addresses those people who have been called by God at the special
time to fulfil his purposes.

‘For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all the churches of the saints,’
[1 Co 14:33 ESV]
“26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in
the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world,
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human
being might boast in the presence of God.” (1Co 1:26-29 ESV)
In these verses, we see that God is choosing certain people at this time to belong to
him in a special way as he accomplishes his work before the return of Jesus. The people
chosen by God are called saints. As God's saints, we live "in between the times" of
Jesus first coming and his return to establish the fullness of his kingdom on the earth.
We see in God’s word that saints are united to Christ having been called by him. They
are part of the body of Christ. Christ is the head of his church. As he lives in us, we
become his temple.
Salvation, righteousness, redemption, and sainthood are all gifts. Like all gifts, they are
to be received.
This gift giving is always initiated by God and originate in him. It never depends on us or
what we do. It is always a gift of grace.

SAINTS ARE DEVOTED TO GOD
• “13 ¶ THEREFORE, PREPARING YOUR MINDS FOR
ACTION, AND BEING SOBER-MINDED, SET YOUR HOPE

FULLY ON THE GRACE THAT WILL BE BROUGHT TO YOU
AT THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST. 14 AS
OBEDIENT CHILDREN, DO NOT BE CONFORMED TO THE
PASSIONS OF YOUR FORMER IGNORANCE, 15 BUT AS HE
WHO CALLED YOU IS HOLY, YOU ALSO BE HOLY IN ALL
YOUR CONDUCT, 16 SINCE IT IS WRITTEN, “YOU SHALL
BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.”” (1PE 1:13-16 ESV)
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God is holy. He has made us holy. We are to live in our new identity. We are to live out
the new life that God has given us in Jesus Christ. Our calling has been very costly to
God. We were ransomed by the precious blood of Christ, the perfect Lamb of God who
is without blemish or spot who has died in a wooden cross for our sake.

The apostle Peter, before he died, wrote around 64 A.D. in his second epistle, how we
are to make our calling and election sure. We read that God’s divine power has granted
to us all things that pertain to life and godliness through the knowledge of God who
has called us to his own glory and excellence.
We have received the amazing gift of becoming partakers of the divine nature of God
by having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.
The apostle Peter tells us that if we make every effort to supplement our faith with
virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control
with steadfastness, steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly
affection, and brotherly affection with love. The apostle Peter tells us that if these
qualities are ours and are increasing, they will keep us from being ineffective and
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

He goes on to say that if we practice these qualities that we will never fall! He goes on
to say that growing in this manner we will be richly provided for us an entrance into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
We are not saved by works but when God calls us to his holiness and makes us holy,
inevitably it will lead to a changed life.
Because we are called to be a holy, we are to be devoted to God.

“Generally speaking, devotion involves committing to the service of the object of our
devotion the things we possess and control—our time, energy, interests, finances. As
people who are devoted to God, we commit all that we are and all that we possess to
him—we choose God above self in every aspect of life. But don’t misunderstand a
vital truth of the gospel—before we chose God, he chose us. Before we devoted
ourselves to God, he devoted himself to us. Biblically speaking, a saint is a person set
apart (sanctified) by God through his initiative, not the initiative of the person being
set apart. God then expects set-apart-ones to live the set-apart (devoted) life—the
life we share with Jesus. (From the sermon given by Martin Manuel, GCI minister)

We read in the Scripture reading in Mark 12 that one of the teachers of the law came
and heard them debating. He saw the wisdom of Jesus and how he had answered
rightly to the questions of the others. He asked Jesus, ‘of all the commandments, which
is the most important?’ (Mark 12:28).
This teacher did not ask the question to trick Jesus or to be contentious. He wanted to
know. Jesus answered him what was the most important commandment which is the
basis of everything that follows in the Christian life, ‘he said (Next slide)

• “29 JESUS ANSWERED, “THE MOST IMPORTANT IS,
‘HEAR, O ISRAEL: THE LORD OUR GOD, THE LORD IS
ONE. 30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD

WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL AND
WITH ALL YOUR MIND AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’
31 THE SECOND IS THIS: ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ THERE IS NO OTHER
COMMANDMENT GREATER THAN THESE.”” (MR 12:29-

31 ESV)
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It is interesting to see what this scribe answered.
“32 The religion scholar said, ‘A wonderful answer, Teacher! So lucid and accurate—
that God is one and there is no other. 33 And loving him with all passion and
intelligence and energy, and loving others as well as you love yourself. Why, that’s
better than all offerings and sacrifices put together!’” (Mr 12:32–33 Message)
What is most important is not religious activities but loving God above all, as he
describes in his word and loving neighbour as much as self.
It’s important not to mix religious activities with what our Lord commands us as a
result of his grace. Faith leads to obedience of all of what God says and teaches. It is
rooted in a relationship with the triune God in Christ through the Holy Spirit which then
extends to other people.

Jesus describes what true devotion is. The bar is very high and none of us can meet it.
We all sin. We all fall short, as the apostle Paul wrote.
There is much encouragement in one of the Scriptures that we just have read at the

beginning of the sermon. I will read it in the New Living Translation.

• HEBREWS 9:14 NEW LIVING TRANSLATION (NLT)
• 14 JUST THINK HOW MUCH MORE THE BLOOD OF
CHRIST WILL PURIFY OUR CONSCIENCES FROM
SINFUL DEEDS (DEAD WORKS IN GREEK) SO THAT WE
CAN WORSHIP THE LIVING GOD. FOR BY THE POWER
OF THE ETERNAL SPIRIT, CHRIST OFFERED HIMSELF
TO GOD AS A PERFECT SACRIFICE FOR OUR SINS.
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Jesus paved the way for us. His whole purpose in coming to earth was to be born in our
imperfect flesh, not stopping being God, to live as a man led by the Holy Spirit. He is
the perfect example of what it means to be devoted to God. He loved the Father
perfectly as he was led by the Holy Spirit. He was willing to do the Father's will at the
cost of his very life suffering for us the consequences of sin which is eternal death.
Through his resurrection, he became victor over sin and death.
He did this for all of us. Jesus in dying for us on the cross consecrated all of humanity.
He is the perfect man in heaven. He is our perfect representative. He stood and still
stands for us every minute of every day.
He cleansed us a very sin has has purified our consciences from dead works. It means
that we do not have to beat ourselves up anymore because of past mistakes, because
of dead works we have done in the past – works that were not rooted in Christ.

We have all done things that we regrets in our past. The human tendency, when we
look at those, is to condemn ourselves in one way or another. When Jesus died on the
cross, he even took those dead works, our dead religious activities upon himself.

In Christ, we can live life with a clear conscience whatever mistakes we have done,
mistakes even made when we thought that we were being obedient to him. God
doesn't take away all the physical consequences in this life but we are still forgiven. This
forgiveness occurred when Jesus died on that brutal cross. These passed mistakes, dead
works, do not have to be a burden acting as a dragging anchor in our spiritual lives. We
can go confidently forward living in Christ every day. Every day is a new day with its
challenges.
We are not defined as sinners anymore. We are saints. We are set free. We have been
set free to live this new life in Christ led by the Holy Spirit. Being saints, we still sin. We
are saints who sin. We are told to confess our sins and go forward. This is God’s loving
view of us.
Being a saint does not mean that we are better than anybody else. This special favour,
the special gift originates in God himself, and is given to us in Christ through the Holy
Spirit. Being a saint is not a source of pride. Quite the contrary it is a source of humility
when we understand the price that has been paid for each and every human being
living on the face of the earth.
God is obviously not revealing himself to everyone now but if you read Romans 9 to 11
and the book of Revelation, you will find great encouragement because we are told that
the many will be saved. The only way to lose out is to reject the Father’s gift who is
Jesus himself.
Again, we are not to look up to ourselves as we live this life because we are imperfect.
We are to trust in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ towards us having given us the Holy
Spirit as a guarantee of eternal life.
I have recently read a very an inspiring news report from China from CBC news entitled,
How China uses intimidation, negotiation to bring Christians under its control (Dated
October 31, 2018)
Saša Petricic is the CBC's Asia correspondent, based in Beijing. He has covered China as
well as reported from North and South Korea. He previously reported on the Middle
East, from Jerusalem, through the Arab Spring and the Syrian civil war. He has filed
stories from every continent for CBC News.
In this report, he introduces us to a pastor who is living in a one-room home which
doubless as a church once a week.
In China there are thousands of these house churches. Christianity is growing by leaps
and bounds there. Christians keep the churches small, in-house, to remain low-key and
to try to avoid the clamp down from government officials.

Since presidents Xi Jinping has taken office, there has been a clamp down of churches
the government cannot control. China's Constitution guarantees religious freedom but
it is not all that well respected. They are threatened because Christianity likely out
numbers the communist party’s adherents. The number of Christians has grown to
possibly to be over the parties 82 million members.
These faithful people continue to meet in house churches. They continue to serve God
in that oppressive environment. The pastor as well as most of the members in that
particular church have gone to prison. The pastor said, “Just like you were obstructed
today police have stopped our people from attending the services," pastor XU said.
"We had to move our meeting from Fridays to another day, and we frequently change
locations."
In recent weeks, Beijing has asserted control. Protestants have seen churches closed
and their crosses torn down under these new laws.
In parts of China, dozens of the house churches have been raided, sometimes "violently
and aggressively“, said one pastor from the Guizhow province. They were told by
government officials that their gatherings were illegal. One of the pastors has said, “We
never accepted that law", "to attend a prayer session is a right bestowed on to us by
God." "The authorities are very powerful," he said. ÈWe cannot confront them, but
we will find other ways to pray."
As I read this report, I was inspired by the devotion and dedication of these people and
how they have responded to God's calling and grace at the potential cost of their
freedom and their lives.
As God's people, we are called to be saints, to live in this world but not be part of this
world system. We have been called, empowered by the Holy Spirit, for God's special
purpose of being ambassadors of Jesus Christ to a world living in darkness and
independently from him.
What a humbling call it is to be made a saint by God, a status we could never attain on
our own.
Let us pray.

