Weekly bulletin
June 3, 2018 2nd Sunday after Pentecost

Prayer of Thanksgiving: That Jesus himself is our rest. “27 All things have been handed over to me by my
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.” (Mt 11:27-28 ESV)
Please do not forget to pray for all the shut-ins and isolated brothers and sisters in our congregations Mrs. Jack and C.
Campbell (Fredericton) and J. Steffes (Caribou, Me), Mr. Ross Bathurst, P. Ward (Saint John) and others.
Open Hand Food Bank – Moncton - is in need or grocery plastic bags to give out food to those in need. If you are
interested in donating your unused grocery bags, you can bring them to church and someone will collect them and bring
them over. Those who want to bring food to give to the Open Food Bank may do so by bringing to church and giving it
to Michael M. of the Moncton congregation.
ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 2018
Times of worship services: Moncton – 10:30 AM every Sunday except for June 17 services will be cancelled..
In Saint John , worship services will be June 10 and 24 at 2:30 PM
Communion- on the second and fourth Sunday of the month.
Address: Moncton—70 King St. —Sage building;
Saint John—50 Newport Cres., Portland United church.
Moncton: End of season discipleship group either on Tuesday June 5 or Thursday June 7 at 7:30 home of
Mr. and Mrs Vautour. The purpose will be to debrief, since the last few months have been difficult with many losses
and other, and to pray and discuss about where God is leading us.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Please pray that God will put an end to the senseless violence happening every in our North America
continent and other parts of the world.
Pray that we will see the good works that God has prepared for us in advance so that we can enthusiastically
participate in the on-going work He is doing now on this earth in bringing people in relationship with him in Jesus by the
Holy Spirit.
Please pray, as per Jesus instructions, the disciples prayer, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
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Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt 6:9-10) as our world is suffering so
much and in need of complete restoration by the King of kings, Jesus. As we are his royal priesthood, let us proclaim the
excellencies of him who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light, as we are instructed in 1 Peter 2.
Pray for the world and for all people: we live in a world that does not know the way to peace. Important to pray as
we are instructed by the apostle Paul — “1 ¶ First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of
God our Savior,” (1Ti 2:1–3 ESV)
Please pray, as per Jesus instructions, the disciples prayer, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt 6:9-10) as our world is suffering so
much and in need of complete restoration by the King of kings, Jesus. As we are his royal priesthood, let us proclaim the
excellencies of him who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light, as we are instructed in 1 Peter 2.
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Jesus - Alive Forevermore!

(From: https://www.gci.org/disc/10-alive)
Jesus did not stay dead for long. Early Sunday morning, near sunrise, some disciples discovered that the Son of God had
risen. They did not see the resurrection itself, but they saw Jesus, alive and well. Over a period of 40 days, they saw
Jesus on numerous occasions. Then he rose into heaven.
But Jesus is not taking a vacation. His ministry continues, even in heaven. He serves
and leads the church, interceding for us, helping us, preparing us for eternal glory.
Christ will return, and after he has subdued every enemy, he will give everything to the
Father. Mission accomplished.
Resurrection
Many people have a hard time believing that Jesus rose from the dead.
In their experience, dead people always stay dead. They are skeptical of such an extraordinary claim. The
disciples must have been mistaken, they say, or else they made it up.
The disciples were skeptical, too. When they went to the tomb, they expected to find a body. When they did not
find a body, they first assumed that someone had stolen it. They did not expect a resurrection. It was only when
Jesus appeared to them that they believed that he was alive again.
Most Jews believed that there would be a resurrection at the end of the age, when everyone would rise for judgment
(Daniel 12:2). But a resurrection into glory before the end was just as unexpected as a crucified Messiah. Although Jesus
had taught both these ideas (Matthew 16:21; 17:23; Mark 9:9), the disciples didn’t understand or believe this (verse 10).
They expected him to stay dead.
But if Jesus is the sinless Son of God, then he is unique among the billions of people, and he did not deserve
death. We should be surprised if he were not resurrected. We also have evidence that gives us confidence that Jesus rose
from the dead (as we will cover in a later article).
Many of us also have experiences in our own lives that convince us that God exists, that he sometimes causes miracles,
that Jesus is alive and the Holy Spirit is active in his people. This gives us further reason to believe that Jesus is alive.
Significance of the resurrection
The resurrection meant life for Jesus—but a far better life than what he had on earth, the glory that he had with
the Father before his incarnation (John 17:5). By his resurrection, he was powerfully revealed as the Son of God (Romans
1:4)—the resurrection declared who he had been all along. The resurrection proves that God will judge the world through
Christ (Acts 17:31).
But the resurrection also means life for us. As Paul says, we will “be saved through his life” (Romans 5:10). If you
“believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). “If Christ has not been
raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith” (1 Corinthians 15:14). Our salvation depends not just on Jesus’
death, but also his resurrection (1 Peter 3:21).
Justification, most commonly associated with Jesus’ death, is also a result of his resurrection (Romans 4:24-25).
Our salvation depends on the entire sequence of the incarnation: Jesus’ birth, ministry, death and resurrection.
Our baptism pictures our participation in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Rising from the water pictures our new
life (Romans 6:4) and it pictures our future: “We will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection” (verse 5).
“When he appears, we shall be like him” (1 John 3:2). Our resurrected bodies will be like his (1 Corinthians 15:42-49).
God has “made us alive with Christ…raised us up with Christ” (Ephesians 2:5-6). We were “raised with him”
(Colossians 2:12). By faith in Christ, we are spiritually united to him. Our sins are given to him and paid by him, his
righteousness and life are given to us, and we join him in his resurrection. “He who raised Christ from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you” (Romans 8:11). His resurrection is a promise that we
will also live again!
Ascension
After Jesus was resurrected, he “gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of
forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). On the last day, “he was taken up before their very eyes,
and a cloud hid him from their sight” (verse 9). He did not simply disappear. He went up bodily into the sky, as a visible
indication that he was going into heaven. His post-resurrection appearances had come to an end. (His later appearance to
Paul was abnormal—1 Corinthians 15:8.)
As the disciples stared upwards, two angels appeared and told them that Jesus would return “in the same way
you have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). What were the disciples to do in the meantime? They were to wait in
Jerusalem until they received the Holy Spirit (verse 4), and then they were to be witnesses for Jesus throughout the
world (verse 8). They testified that he is alive, that salvation is available through him.
At the right hand
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Jesus did not just go to heaven—he was “exalted to the right hand of God” (Acts 2:33). “God exalted him to his own right
hand as Prince and Savior” (Acts 5:31). Being at the “right hand” is a figure of speech meaning “in highest authority.” He
is exalted above the heavens, ruler of all things (Hebrews 7:27; 1:2).
At least 12 times, Scripture says that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father. These are quotes from or allusions
to Psalm 110:1: “The Lord says to my Lord: Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” The
picture is that the Father gives Jesus a throne, even while there are enemies to be subdued. God will take care of the
enemies; Jesus is secure in his authority. Using the Latin word for “sit,” this is sometimes called the “session” of Christ—
being seated on his throne.
Ministry
Using his position of power in heaven, Jesus continues working for our salvation. He sends the Holy Spirit to us
(John 15:26; 16:7), and the Holy Spirit testifies about Jesus and helps us understand what he taught (John
14:26; 15:26). The Spirit is the way that the Father and the Son live within us (14:18, 23).
Jesus is our Advocate (1 John 2:1). He is like a defense attorney who “speaks to the Father in our defense”—if anyone
accuses us, Jesus is there as a perpetual reminder that our sins have already been covered by his sacrifice. It is pointless
to make accusations (Romans 8:33-34) — there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ (verse 1).
The risen Christ intercedes for us, to defend us and to give us help. “He is able to save completely those who
come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them” (Hebrews 7:25). “Because he himself suffered
when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted” (Hebrews 2:18). Because he can sympathize with
our weaknesses, we can be confident that he will give us the help we need in our struggles (Hebrews 4:15-16).
The book of Hebrews calls him our high priest, who sacrificed himself for us and now lives to help us (Hebrews
2:17; 3:1). Since our sins have been forgiven through his death, we can approach God with confidence (Hebrews 10:19).
“Since we have a great priest over the house of God,” we are encouraged: “let us draw near to God with a sincere heart
in full assurance of faith” (verse 22).
Jesus is our mediator, who resolves conflicts and brings us to God (1 Timothy 2:5). He ushers us into the throne room of
heaven, assuring us that God hears us with favor. This is part of the ongoing ministry of Jesus Christ.
Jesus is also our Shepherd (John 10:11; Hebrews 13:20), implying that he loves, protects and provides for us.
Peter brings similar images to mind when he calls Jesus “the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls” (1 Peter 2:25). Jesus
watches over us. The book of Revelation tells us that we are shepherded by a Lamb, a gentle guide who sacrificed
himself for us (Revelation 7:17). He will supply our needs, because he knows what they are.
God assigned Jesus to be Head of the church (Ephesians 1:22; 4:15), and the church is to submit to his
leadership in everything (Ephesians 5:24). He has supremacy over all things (Colossians 1:18; 2:10). Jesus already has all
authority on heaven and earth (Matthew 28:18). God has seated him above every power and authority (Ephesians 1:2022; Colossians 2:10).
Through faith, we join Jesus in his amazing journey. We are crucified with him, we rise with him, we are joined
with him by the Holy Spirit. We will be given glory with him and will reign with him forever (2 Timothy 2:11-12). Believe
the good news!
Resurrection appearances
Before dawn, Mary Magdalene finds the tomb open and reports the body gone (John 20:1-2). Other women arrive
and are told by angels to tell the disciples (Matthew 28:5-7; Luke 24:1-9). They visit the tomb and find it empty (John
20:3-10).
1. Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18).
2. Jesus appears to two women (Matthew 28:9-10).
3. Jesus appears to two men on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-33).
4. Jesus appears to Peter (verse 34).
5. Jesus appears to 10 of the disciples (verse 36; John 20:24).
6. One week later, Jesus appears when Thomas is present (John 20:26-29).
7. Seven disciples see Jesus at the Sea of Galilee (John 21:1-22).
8. The disciples meet Jesus on a mountain in Galilee (Matthew 28:16-20).
9. Jesus appears to 500 people (1 Corinthians 15:6).
10. Jesus appears to James at another time (verse 7).
11. Jesus appears to the disciples just before ascending to heaven (Acts 1:6-11).
Adapted from Murray J. Harris, 3 Crucial Questions About Jesus, pages 107-109.
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GCI principle website and Moncton Websites—www.gci.org, www.worshiphim.ca,
www.facebook.com/GCIMoncton;https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKazyWhmKmDZy69vJcFfPg. For
a wealth of helpful articles about God, grace and his plan for salvation, who we are, etc., please see the GCI.org website.
Contact Information: Pastor’s contact information: email—evautour47@outlook.com
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