Weekly bulletin
March 24, 2019

Prayer of Thanksgiving: that God’s steadfast love is better than life!. “Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you.”
(Ps 63:3 ESV)
Please do not forget to pray for all the shut-ins and isolated brothers and sisters in our congregations Mrs. Jack and C. Campbell (Fredericton) and J.
Steffes (Caribou, Me), Mr. Ross Bathurst, P. Ward (Saint John) and others.
Open Hand Food Bank – Moncton - is in need or grocery plastic bags to give out food to those in need. If you are interested in donating your
unused grocery bags, you can bring them to church and someone will collect them and bring them over. Those who want to bring food to give to the
Open Food Bank may do so by bringing to church and giving it to Michael M. of the Moncton congregation.
ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF April 2019
Times of worship services: Moncton – 10:30 AM every Sunday
In Saint John – April 14 and 28 at 2:30 p.m.
Communion- on the second and fourth Sunday of the month.
Address: Moncton—70 King St. —Sage building;
Saint John—50 Newport Cres., Portland United church.
Easter (The celebration of Jesus’ resurrection is on April 21.
Discipleship Group at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Vautour this coming Wednesday, March 27 at 7:30 PM. Topic: continuation of 1 Peter chapter
2 – to continue – and chapter 3
Disaster in Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi
This update is from Takalani Musekwa, GCI’s Regional Director for southern Africa. He requests prayer for those who have been affected by the
devastation of Cyclone Idai.
The devastation has been very bad for Mozambique, followed by Zimbabwe and Malawi. Due to the destruction of communication infrastructure, we
still don’t have reports from the areas where our churches are. We know that the provinces affected are where our churches are, but even the
government is only doing assessments through international agencies which are able to fly in and assess the damage. They are conservatively
estimating the death toll at 1,000.
Our National Ministry Leader in Mozambique is not able to reach most pastors. He was able to get in touch with the pastor in Chimoio, where two
houses of members plus the church building have collapsed. There are no known fatalities as yet for church members. The areas most affected have
no communication connection at the moment.
From public reports, the disaster for Mozambique is huge from initial assessments.
We will provide better information when we have better updates.
Please pray for people in our own New Brunswick communities that more will come to saving faith in Christ as the response to God’s calling on
their life.
Monthly GCI prayer guide is now posted in featured articles on our www.worshiphim.ca website.
AUDIO SERMONS are also now uploaded to YouTube.ca. To listen to those sermons, you can Google Grace Communion International
New Brunswick or go to https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKazyWhmKmDZy69vJcFfPg. Please pray that they will be a source of inspiration in
sharing the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ to a wider audience. They continue to be available in our local website at www.worshiphim.ca
______________________________________________________________________________
The good news of the gospel is a message to be shared with others. Please pray that God will give us the love and wisdom to be able to share
this message with others in a loving, clear and confident matter as we participate in his missional work on the earth in our generation. “5 ¶ Conduct
yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that
you may know how you ought to answer each person.” (Col 4:5-6 ESV)
Please pray that God will put an end to the senseless violence happening in North America continent and other parts of the world.
Pray for the world and for all people: we live in a world that does not know the way to peace. Important to pray as we are instructed by the apostle
Paul — “1 ¶ First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all
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who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in
the sight of God our Savior,” (1Ti 2:1–3 ESV)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
OLD TESTAMENT LAWS: A CHRISTIAN COUNCIL ABOUT OLD TESTAMENT LAWS
(from https://www.gci.org/articles/a-christian-council-about-old-testament-laws/)
Acts 15 describes the most important meeting the early church had. The future of the church was at stake — was
it to be a Jewish group, or would it allow Gentiles? The council of Jerusalem forms the decisive step that makes the
Gentile mission dominant.
If Gentiles could enter the church without following Jewish laws, the church would attract more Gentiles, and
eventually Gentiles would be the majority. The church would no longer be a branch of Judaism, but a distinct faith. Let’s
see how the council of Jerusalem developed.
Literary context
The council comes in the center of the book of Acts. Acts begins with the Jewish church, dominated by Peter in
chapters 1 to 5. The book ends with Paul’s mission to the Gentiles, in chapters 16 to 28. Chapters 6 to 15 form a
transition, alternating between Jewish and Gentile growth.
Chapter 15, the council of Jerusalem, forms the climax of the transition between Jewish and Gentile evangelism. In the
story flow, the council forms the decisive step that makes the Gentile mission dominant. Paul and Barnabas had returned
from a successful missionary trip in Gentile areas. They told the church in Antioch how God had “opened the door of faith
to the Gentiles” (14:27). Thus the stage is set for chapter 15. Let’s go through it verse by verse.
Some men were saying that circumcision and all the laws of Moses were required for salvation.
Controversy arises
“Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers: ‘Unless you are circumcised, according to
the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved’” (15:1). They were saying that circumcision was required for
salvation.
They probably thought the question was simple: Christians should obey God, and God had commanded
circumcision. If people want the blessings of Abraham, they should act like children of Abraham, and that meant
circumcision for Gentiles as well as for Jews (Genesis 17:12).
Paul and Barnabas had a different opinion: “This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with
them” (Acts 15:2). How was the argument to be resolved? “Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other
believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question.” In this way the church could have
unity.
So “the church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the
Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the brothers very glad” (verse 3). Luke is letting us know that most
Christians supported the Gentile mission.
“When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported
everything God had done through them” (verse 4). What God had done was part of the evidence. The miracles and
conversions supported what Paul was saying.
Formal debate
Then they debated the question: “Some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and
said, ‘The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to obey the Law of Moses’” (verse 5).
Circumcision was the first step in the process of keeping all the laws of Moses.
We saw in verse 1 that they believed that circumcision was necessary for salvation. Here we see that they also
believed the laws of Moses were required. Circumcision was the first step in the process — they believed that Christians
must keep all the laws of Moses.
What were these laws? Were they biblical laws, or the unbiblical traditions of the elders? In every other New
Testament mention of the “laws of Moses,” the biblical books of Moses are meant (see below). Luke could have said
“traditions,” but he did not. Anyone who knew the teachings of Jesus would already know that unbiblical Jewish traditions
were not required. They did not need to debate about traditions. Just as circumcision was a biblical law, so also the laws
of Moses were biblical laws.
The claim was this: Gentile believers should be circumcised, and then, as part of the people of God, they should
obey all the laws he had given. One of the laws of Moses was that males were to be circumcised. However, the council
concluded that Gentiles did not have to keep all those laws. Let’s see how they reached that decision.
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The apostles speak
“The apostles and elders met to consider this question” (verse 6). Perhaps dozens of elders were involved. “After
much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: ‘Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among
you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe’” (verse 7).
Peter reminded the people that God had used him to preach the gospel to Cornelius and his family (Acts
10). Cornelius was not circumcised, but Peter did not use that as proof. Rather, he focused on the theological
foundations of how a person is saved
— by believing.
The law of Moses
“God, who knows the heart, showed
What is the “Law of Moses”? What was being discussed at the council of
that he accepted them by giving the
Jerusalem? The Bible tells us what the Law of Moses includes. This phrase is
Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to
used six other times in the New Testament.
us. He made no distinction between us ·
Luke 2:22: “When the time of their purification according to the Law of
and them, for he purified their hearts Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took [Jesus] to Jerusalem to
by faith” (verses 8-9). God gave the
present him to the Lord.” The Law of Moses includes priestly rituals regarding
Holy Spirit to this uncircumcised
uncleanness after childbirth. The priesthood and temple are now gone, and this
family, purifying their hearts,
law cannot be kept. It is not part of Christianity. As we will show in chapter 18,
pronouncing them holy, as acceptable this law is now obsolete.
to him, because of their faith.
Peter
o Luke 24:44: Jesus, after his resurrection, told his disciples: “This is what
then began to scold the people who
I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is
wanted the Gentiles to obey the laws
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” In
of Moses: “Now then, why do you try
this verse, the Law of Moses is one section of the Bible. It includes
to test God by putting on the necks of
prophecies about the Messiah. It’s not just ritualistic laws — it’s the five
the disciples a yoke that neither we
books of Moses, also called the Torah or the Pentateuch.
nor our fathers have been able to
o John 7:22-23: Jesus was talking to the Pharisees: “Yet, because Moses
bear? No! We believe it is through the
gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but
grace of our Lord Jesus that we are
from the patriarchs), you circumcise a child on the Sabbath. Now if a
saved, just as they are” (verses 10child can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the Law of Moses may
11).
not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing the whole man
Peter’s point is that the yoke of Moses
on the Sabbath?” In this verse, the Law of Moses includes the law of
was a burden that the Jewish people
circumcision. Moses didn’t originate the practice, but he wrote about it.
were not able to keep successfully.
It is in his law.
Those rituals showed that, no matter
o Acts 28:23: “They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and came in
how hard people worked, they could
even larger numbers to the place where he was staying. From morning
never be perfect. The rituals showed,
till evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom of God and
for anyone who ever wondered, that
tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the
works can never lead to salvation.
Prophets.” In this verse, the Law of Moses is again a section of the Bible
Salvation is attained in a different way
that includes prophecies about Jesus.
— by grace. We can’t earn it, so it has
o 1 Corinthians 9:9 — Paul writes, “It is written in the Law of Moses: ‘Do
to be given to us.
not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain.’” We might call this a

o

o

civil law. Paul could adapt the principle behind the law for human
purposes, but in the Law of Moses it was a civil, agricultural law.
Hebrews 10:28: “Anyone who rejected the Law of Moses died without
mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.” This is also talking
about a civil law, the administration of the death penalty in ancient
Israel for people who rebelled against God.
In summary, the Law of Moses included civil laws, religious ceremonies
and prophecies. It referred to everything that Moses wrote — the books
of Moses, the Torah. The Law of Moses includes everything in those
books, and that’s what the Jerusalem council was about.

The yoke of Moses was a burden that the Jewish people were not able to keep successfully.
Since the Law of Moses cannot bring us salvation, there is no need to require the Gentiles to keep it. God gave
them the Holy Spirit and showed that he accepts them without all those rituals. They are saved by grace — and the Jews
are, too.
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If we follow Peter’s logic, we will see that Jewish believers do not have to keep the laws of Moses, either. They
are saved by grace through faith, just as the Gentiles are. The old covenant is obsolete, so its laws are no longer required
for anyone, and that is why Peter could live like a Gentile (Galatians 2:14). But that is getting ahead of the story. In Acts
15, the question is only whether Gentiles have to keep the laws of Moses.
The judgment of James
After Barnabas and Paul told “about the miraculous signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles” (Acts
15:12), James spoke. As leader of the Jerusalem church, he had a lot of influence. Some of the Judaizers even claimed
him as their authority (Galatians 2:12), but Luke tells us that James was in complete agreement with Peter and Paul.
“Brothers, listen to me. Simon [Peter] has described to us how God at first showed his concern by taking from the
Gentiles a people for himself” (Acts 15:13-14). The fact that God has already acted was powerful evidence. James then
quoted from the Greek translation of Amos to show that Scripture agreed with what was happening (verses 15-18). He
could have used other Old Testament prophecies, too, about Gentiles being included among God’s people.
Experience and Scripture pointed to the same conclusion. “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make
it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God” (verse 19). There is no need to require the yoke of Moses, for that
would make things unnecessarily difficult for the Gentile believers.
The decree made it clear that Gentiles do not have to be circumcised or obey the laws of Moses.
James then suggested four rules: “Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by
idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood” (verse 20). Instead of making things
difficult for the Gentiles, these four rules would be enough. They were part of idolatrous practices that Gentile Christians
should avoid.
Obviously, Gentile believers should not lie, steal and murder. They already knew that, and did not need a special
reminder about it.
The decree makes it clear that Gentiles do not have to be circumcised, nor do they have to obey the laws of
Moses. They are circumcised spiritually, not physically. God never gave those commands to the Gentiles.
Moses is preached
We should not make it difficult for the Gentiles, James said. Instead, it will be enough to give them four rules, which
they will find easy to comply with. Why give them these rules? Notice the reason that James gives: “For Moses has been
preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath” (verse 21).
James was not encouraging Gentile Christians to attend the synagogues. The synagogues taught circumcision
and Moses, the exact things that the Judaizers wanted forced upon the Gentile Christians. But because those laws were
commonly preached, the apostles should tell the Gentiles four rules. Then they would not think that Christianity is more
difficult than it is.
The thought is this: Because God is doing this work (verses 14-17), and because we do not want to hinder his
work (verse 19), we should therefore give Gentile converts this decree (verse 20) because much stricter rules are being
preached in the synagogues (verse 21). Pharisaic rules are too strict for Gentile Christians, but because those rules are
being taught in every city, we need to write a decree to let all Gentiles believers know that they don’t have to keep the
laws of Moses.
To summarize: Some men said that Gentiles should be circumcised and obey the laws of Moses or else they
could not be saved. Not so, said the apostles. Gentiles are saved by grace and faith. God is pleased to dwell in people
who aren’t circumcised and who don’t keep the rituals. But since Moses is widely preached, we need to give a decree that
clearly distinguishes the Christian faith from the Law of Moses.
Review
▪ Some Pharisees claimed that Gentiles had to obey all the laws of Moses to be saved.
▪ Peter said that the laws of Moses were too heavy a burden.
▪ We are saved by grace, not by laws.
▪ Peter argued from experience (verse 8). Can we argue from our experiences?
▪ Do our experiences have to agree with Scripture, or can we find ways that Scripture agrees with us? (verse
15) What is the danger in this approach? Was it valid for James?

Author: Michael Morrison

Devotional – On Things Above, by Jeff Broadnax – Columbus, Oh
(from https://update.gci.org/2019/03/devotional-on-things-above/)
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Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is
now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also
will appear with him in glory. (Colossians 2:2-4)
It wasn’t until 1969 that human beings had ever seen a picture of the earth from
space. Once our astronauts captured the image, and we saw the sparkling jewel we
call home against the blackness of night, the wars, problems, and struggles on earth
were able to be reframed from a heavenly perspective.
Sometimes we can have our eyes so fixed on the personal problems and challenges in our day-to-day
existence that we begin to get discouraged and lose hope. But Jesus tells us not to let our hearts be
troubled by the cares of this life. Because he has reconciled all things to the Father in his body, we
can “set our minds on things above,” and get a true picture of our lives and situations from a
heavenly vantage point.
Father, open the eyes of our hearts to see our circumstances through the redemptive love of Jesus.
May we embrace the beauty you have bestowed on us, and may we share the heavenly point of view
with others.

Quotes:
“God never said that the journey would be easy, but He did say that the arrival would be worthwhile” – Max Lucado
“Let God’s promises shine on your problems.” –Corrie ten Boom (she was one of the one confined in a concentration
camp in Germany during the 2nd World War and who survived).
God does not give us everything we want, but He does fulfill His promises, leading us along the best and straightest paths
to Himself.” –Dietrich Bonhoeffer (a pastor who died during the reign of Hilter’s reign of terror – 2nd World War)

GCI principle website and Moncton Websites—www.gci.org, www.worshiphim.ca, www.facebook.com/GCIMoncton; For a wealth of helpful articles about God,
grace and his plan for salvation, who we are, etc., please see the GCI.org website. Contact Information: Pastor’s contact information: email—
evautour47@outlook.com
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